[To aTHKeTYy OHa OblNa HUXKEe UMIIepaTPUIbl. [103TOMY, maxke eClid X0Tesa MO300POBAThCS, XKEHIITMHE
IPUXOOUIIOCH MO0 KOaTh, TOKA KTO-HUOYIL €e MPEeCcTaBuT, 100 MOKa UMIIepaTpUlla caMa
3aroBOPHUT C Hel nepBoi. Takum obpa3oM, KOnmuaHa xoTesa, YTOOb KTO-TO B351JT Ha ce0s1 MHUITMATUBY
IIPEICTaBUTh ee; elrle nydlne Ob10 OB, el OBl 3TO CHeNlan UMIepaTop, KOTOPHIM AepKal ee 3a
TaJINIO.

Opnako xenanue KOnraHBl HUKTO He UCHONMHUI. HUKTO faxe He CMOTPEI Ha Hee, YTO IPUBOIUIIO
[EeBYIIKY B 3aMelllaTeNlbCTBO. OHa cxXKaJsla KyJlaKy, JIafoLIKY BCIIOTEJIX, KOIla OHa 3ajaliach
BOIIPOCOM: «Y-4TO IIPOUCXOOUT? ITOr0 HE MOKET OBITH!..»

OHa mocMoTpesia Ha CBOIO Clierka 00HaXXeHHYI0 I'PYAb, ITle KPOLIEYHBEIA OTOHEK BCIIBIXHYJI, IPeXKie
YeM UCYE3HYTh.

«C maHOU mpo0eM HET, TaK B YeM Ke Oe0?»

[Toka meByIIKa Tepsiyiiach, He 3Has, YTO [IeNIaTh, IIOKaHbe KabIyKOB Pa3HECIIOCh [0 BCEMY ykKe
npuTtuxiieMy 3any. llaru npubauKanuchk K ICTHAHY, II0Ka He OCTAHOBUIIUCH [Tepel] HUM.

— Baime BenuuectBo, — mo3Bana Cecunb. OHa BCETo UL 00paTUIACh K UMIEPATOPY, HO B
TIOMEIIeHUH yZKe CTaJl0 X0IOogHO. HUKTO He MOT cKa3aTh, o4eMy. — $1 CMOTpIO, ThI TPEKPACHO
ITPOBOMAMIIIL BPEMSI, — IIPOMOJIKAsIa OHA.

3aTeM XKeHIWHa NPUCTAJIBHO IOCMOTpesia Ha PyKy JcThaHa. ToIbKo TOrfa OH IOHAJ, YTO Jernall.
Yeprt! JIumo 3cTraHa CMOPIIMIOCH, KOTAA OH IOCIEIIHO yOpas PyKy C Taluu IpuHIleccH FOnraHh.
MyxX4uHa TyT XKe BCKOYMJ Ha HOTH, OTTONIKHYB FOnuaHy, ¥ HallpaBUJICA K XKeHe.

— HMnepaTtpuiia, 3TO...

— WHocTpaHHas meneranus Toxe TyT. O 60xKe, 51 OBl HUKOTIA He BOpBajacCh TakK JIETKOMBICTIEHHO,
ecnu Ovl 3HasIa 3apaHee!

MsrKko mpecekas IOMBITKY ICTHaHa 00bICHUTHCS, Cecrib 00Besia B3rIsImoM OaHKETHEIHM CTOJI,
BCTPETHBIIKCH TJTa3aMU C TeMH, KTO CMOTPeJI Ha Hee. B 3Ty MUHYTY Jaxe IIPOMOJI3UINN MUMO
MypaBei Mor ObI CKa3aTh, YTO €CJIM KTO-HUOYIb OPEI3HET BOLOW BO3J1e MMIIEPaTPHUIIbL, BOAa
3aMep3HeT; eciau Obl KTO-TO OPEI3HYJT MACIOM... OHO OBl BOCIIJIaMEHUTIOCH.

W3myyasi B3pEIBHYIO, HO X0IOAHYI0 aypy, Cecuns mopoiia eie 61uxke K ICTHAHY.

— IIpoctuTe Moo Tpy6OCTH, Ballle BeIMYECTBO, HO KakK s MOTJIa OCTaBaThCs Ha MeCTe I0Clie
TIOJIyYEHUS YeT0-TO CTOJIb HeoObyaiiHoro? 41 Obljla TaK CYaCTI/IMBa, YTO B KOHIE KOHIIOB 3a0kia
IIPUKa3 BallleTo BeJIMYeCTBa 0CTAaBAThCS BO MBOPIIE, XOTS BBl Ke TaK OECIOKOUIUChE 000 MHE — U BOT
s1 3[€Ch.



JcTHaH CyXO CTJIOTHYII. On HEKOTa PaHbBIIE€ HEe 9YBCTBOBAJI TAKOT'O CTPaXd, JaXKe KOI'la B OOUHOYKY
CTOJIKHYJICA C IIPU3PAYHBIM 3BEPEM.

— Ho pgaxe Tak, He CTOHJIO...

— 4 mpocTo X0Tesa moKa3aTh BCeM, 4TO y MeHs ecTh. Ho... — Cecunb 06Bena OaHKETHHIN 3al
XOJIOOHBIM B3TJISIIOM, — IIOYEMY V BCeX TaKue Juia? Mx riasa ropopsit, OyaTo s MpHUIUIa TyHa, Kyaa
MHe He CJIe0BaJio, — OHa IIOBEPHYJACh CIMHOX K OCTaJIbHBIM M BCTaJjla IUIOM K JIUIY C DCTUAHOM. —
Bl Toxe Tak mymaete, Baire BenuuecTtBo?

— 4... — ero BHYTPEHHOCTH CXKajuChb. EMy HykHO OBIJIO CKa3aTh eH, YTO BCe, O UYeM OHa [IyMaer,
OBLIIO HeTOPa3yMeHUEeM, HO ero SI3hIK He I1eoxHyncs. OH Havasl IOHUMAaTh, KakK JATYIIKa YyBCTBYET
ce0s mepeq 3Meel. ICTHAH TUXO KAlIJITHYJI, Ipexkye 4eM cka3aTh: — Kak s Mory? MHe TOJIBKO KaJlb,
YTO BEI B34JIX HaA 08691 TPYA IIpOOeiaTk BECh 3TOT IIyTh, BE€Ob A C061/IpaHCH HUOTH IIPAMO K BaM, KOrga
0aHKeT 3aKOHYHUTCH...

— Ax, BOT Kak, — B3rJisaa Cecusb oCcTajICs Ha HeM, OCTPHIM U XOJIOfHBIN. — B mo0oM ciiydae, s BaM
npu3HaTeabHa. A Temepk, IoueMy OBl HaM He MPOJoIKUTh OaHKeT? KaxkeTcs, Tpamesa elle He
3aKoHYeHa. [laBaliTe Bce CSAIeM.

CnoBa Cecusnb 3aCTaBUJIA FOCTeH IPUUTHU B ce0s1, U OHU TYT XKe BEPHYJIUCh HAa CBOU MecCTa.

KOnuana cugena Cpenoun HuX, OoImeJIOMJIEHHas. I/IMHepanI/I]_Ia BHE3alTHO MMOsABUIIACh B IOKUPYIOIIEM
Hapsge, II0Pa3uB BCEX 0 66‘3}7MI/IH, H, IIpexKae 9eM OHH 3TO 0CO3HAJIM, OHa yZXKe Bejla OaHKeT.

«Bce oHU OBUIM y MeHS B pyKax... HO IIpUIIIU B ce0s Bcero 3a ceKyHay!» FOnraHa nocMoTpesna Ha
ScTraHa, KOTOPHIY B3sJI UMIIEPATPULY 3a PYKY U YIIeJ], faXke He OrisgHyBIIKCh. Kak MHOro oHa
IIOATOTOBUJIa Ilepef NyTelleCTBUEeM B UMIepuio? [[eByllKa 3Hajla, KaKO! OIIaCHOU 1
MOT'YIIeCTBEHHOU JTMYHOCTHIO OBbITT UMIIEPaTop, faxe He IIPOBOMS pacciienoBaHus. TeM He MeHee, OHa
CMeJIO pelnsia OOOUTH K HeMy.

«B KOHIle KOHIIOB, )K€CTOKOCTh UMIIEpaTOpa HallpaBjieHa [IPOTUB ONpefe/IeHHbIX Halluil U JII0Oeu».
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