— Cecunb?! — ynuBIeHHO BOCKJIMKHYI JCTHaH, BCTaBasl.

«IToueMy oHa 3fechk?» — HemoyMeBas uMmnepatop. OHa [oIXKHa CHIETh B CBOEM OBOPIIE, TIOTyYaTh
IIOlapKHU, KOTOPHIE OH ITOCTIal, ¥ XKaaTh ero. OmHaKo, XKeHIMWHA, KOTOpas TOJIbKO YTO BOPBalach B
OaHKeTHHIN 3aJ1, ompeneneHHo Obita Cecunb. U ero youBuiIo He TOJBKO BHE3AITHOE MOSIBIIEHHUE.

— Ee omexma... — elne OfHON MPUYNHOMN MPHUCTAIbHOTO BHUMAHHUS BCET0 3ajla U OTBUCIIEN YEIIOCTH
y JIofel CTajo COCTOSIHUE ee Hapsaa. XOTs, IIPU BCEM YBaXKEHUU, 9TO TPYAHO OBIJIO Ha3BaTh
omexkpaou. — YUTo ellle 3a Hapsd Takou?!

VimmepaTpuiia Oblna ofieTa B CTOIKY Hepa3pe3aHHOW TKaHM — TOYHee, OHa 00epHYysa TKaHbIO CBOE
Teno. [ITMHHEIA CJefl Mo3afy Hee IPHUBJIeK BHUMaHue oael. Ha mepBeii BT, 9T0 OB Kpaii
O4YeHb JIMHHOTO IIJIaThs, HO OHO OBIJIO CIUIIKOM IJIMHHBIM U Y3KUM. [1pu OnuxKaiiiieM pacCMOTPEHUN
BCe IIOHSI/IU, YTO TKaHb OblIa MPOCTO 3aBsg3aHa U3 KOHIIA B KOHEII.

Brnuxaitmuit K Cecuib 4eJI0BeK HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Ha0JIIofas 3a He, Cy3UB I'/1a3a, a 3aTeM B
M3yMJIEHUYU BOCKIIUKHYII:

— Moii nopa, pa3Be 9TO He BeCh AeMb(GUUCKAN HIeTK?!

— Yro?!

— J:[eHB(I)I/IfICKPIfI IIIeIK? — OCTaJIbHBIE BEJIBMOXKH, YOUBJIEHHBIE, BCKOUYHUJIKM Ha HOTH.

— Yro ke BH Tak HeOpexkHO obpalliaeTech CO CTOIb APArolleHHKIM MaTepraaoM? — CIIPOCUIT OfUH U3
HuX. — Kpome Toro, 3aueM BaM IIPUXOOUTH Clofja IPOCTO 00epHYTOM B TKaHb?!

Bce oHM maBHO 3HAJHM, YTO C TOJIOBOM MX MMIIEPATPHIIEI UTO-TO HE TaK, HO, BUOUMO, BCe OBIIO
cephbe3Hee, UeM IMIPeNINoJaraaoch paHee. MMmepaTpuiia, IBUBIIASICS HAa OPUIIHATIBHOE
MEPOIPUSITHE... 3aKyTaHHAsS B TKaHb? Bojoya mo 3eMrie ydInii ek Ha KOHTUHEHTe?

[ToceTtuTtenu 6e3MOIBHO YCTaBHUIIKCh Ha Cecumnb. OmHAKO Jyepe3 MITrHOBEHHE BhIPDAXKEHNE UX JIUI] MaJIo-
ImoMajly U3MEeHHUJIOCh.

— Ho, gonmXxeH cka3aTh... BaM 04E€Hb UOET, — IIPOKOMMEHTHUPOBAJI KTO-TO U3 TOJIIIHL.

— Jla, BBl TOXE Tak gqyMaeTte?

Bce 0HM € TPyOOM MOTJIM IIOBEPUTH COOCTBEHHBIM T'Jla3aM.
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Cecunb HeOpeXXHO 3aBepHYJAch B mIenK. Ero maxe He oOpe3anu OokHEIM o0pa3oM. OHa cBsizana
TKaHb B y3€JI ¥ BOJIOYHUJIA KOHIIH 10 CAMOT0 0aHKETHOI'0 3a/1a. ITO JOJIXKHO OBIJIO OBITH CTPAHHO,
HeJerno. M Bce ke, 10 KaKOH-TO CTPAaHHOM IIPUYNHE, HAXOOUBIIHECS B 3aJie He MOTJIM OTOPBATh OT
Hee TIa3. [enbuiickuil menk, KOTOPHIN, KaK OHU qyMau, OblT CBsI3aH HeBIoIa 06pa3oM, MITKO
pas3BeBasics B BO3AyXe — IOHa4asy 9To ObI0 cOMBAOllee C TONIKY 3pesuliile, HO 4eM OOJIbIIe
OKpYyZXKalol[ie CMOTPeNHd, TeM 60Jiee IPUSITHBHIM OHO Ka3aJioCh.

— Boxe! Boxe mou! — BOPYTr BOCXUILEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI ITIOCIaHHUK KOPOJIEBCTBa ACyaH.

— Baponecca [Tuana? — KOnuaHa mo3Basa XeHIWHY, KOTOpasi TONbKO YTO BCKPUKHYTIA OT
CMYIIEHHUS.

Ha nuiie 6apoHecCH, — IOC/IaHHUKA, OTBETCTBEHHOT'0 3a OTHEJ UCKYCCTBA U KYNIbTYPHI, —
0TpA3UIIOCh HeoBepHe. [TUKO KEeCTUKYIHUPYs PyKaMu, 6apoHecca MoBepHynach K KOnuane u
YIOUBIIEHHO CKa3aJa:

— IIpunIecca, 3T0 BOIMYTUTEINBHO, He TTpaBaa mu? Tak cMeno, 1ep3K0 KOMOMHUPOBATh Y30PH 1
BeTa! MoXKeT IMOKa3aThCsl, UTO TaKrve KoMOuHaLuyu 6e306pa3Hbl, HO UMEHHO B Xa0Ce — UCKYCCTBO!

Ha KopoTKOe MrHOBEHUE JIUI0 IIPUHIIECCH TOBOPUIIO: «0 YeM 3Ta KeHIWHa 6ontaeT?!», HO BCKOpe
OHa TIIepeMeHUIIach B JIUIle U OTBETHIIA:

— IlpaBpa?..

— B camom pmemne! OTo KOHIENIMS, Hafl KOTOPOU ST JaBHO SKCIIEPUMEHTHPOBaa, HO MOTJIa OCTaBUTh
ee TOJIbKO KakK Habpocok. MHe He XBaTajio MOIesH, KOTopasi MOTJia Okl B COBEPILIEHCTBE BEIPA3UTH €€,
U BCe Xe... — CKa3aja OapoHecca, mepenoaHeHHas smouusiMu. C ee ry0 He cxomuiia yiaei0Ka, a Ha
r7a3ax Haya/ik BBICTYIATh CJIe3HI.

He obpamiasi BHUMaHUS Ha UCTEPUKY XKeHIuHb, FOmuaHa mepesena B3risag Ha Cecusnb.

«9TO UMIeparpuua?»

HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO OHH HMKOT/A PAHbIIe He BCTPEYAIHCH JIMYHO, HEBO3MOXKHO OBIZIO HE 3HATh
3TOr0 YesioBeKa. C OCIemUuTeNIbHEIMHU IIJIaTHHOBEIME BOJIOCAMH [0 TaJIMK, TEMHO-3€JIeHEIMHU TJIa3aMu
1 BHEIITHOCTBIO, OT KOTOPOH Haxe y FOMuaHE MepexBaTUio JeIXaHKWe, 9TO MOIKHa Oblla OBITH KMEHHO
UMIIEPATPHUIA, 0 KOTOPOH XOOUIH CITyXH.

«BbomnpIe BCero Ha CBeTe UMIIEPATPULly B Hell BBIJaeT ee CyMacllecTBue!»

HOnuana mpurotounack. OHa CIbIIIaia BCSIKOE, HO HUKAK He 0XKHUOaJla, YTO UMIIepaTpHuila —
yokHyTas. [IpuHIlecca AeUKaTHO KalllJITHYJa, He 0XKuAas TakKo¥ HalpsIKeHHOM TepBOi BCTPEUH.
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