— Xa-a... — Cecunb IIUPOKO 3€BHYIA, MOTATHBasich. OHa YyBCTBOBasa cebst cmaboi mocre
BUYEpaIlHEeN HOYH, HO 00T He oIyIana. TOIbKO JIETKYH0 COHTUBOCTh M YCTANOCTh. [IeByIIKa He
TJISIOST KOCHYJIACch IPYTOM CTOPOHBI KPOBATH, HO 00OHAPYXKHIIA TOIBKO XOJIOOHYIO IIPOCTHIHIO.

«On paHO yiIeir», — IIOHAJIa OHA. 9cTHaH 00BIYHO 0CTABAJICS pAnIOoM, IIOKa OHa He IIPOCHIIallacCh.
I/IHTepeCHO, 4YeM 3TO My2XKYHHa 3aHAT?

HM3-3a TOTO, 4TO BCE ee oduliranbHbe 00513aHHOCTH ObIIM OTMEHEeHH, KeiH He IMOCeTHII JBOpertI,
II03TOMY e HeKoMY OBIJIO 3ailaTh BOIPOCH. M 1moyeMy OHa He y3Hajla pacnucaHue JcThaHa Ha
cerogHsa?

«He mymato, 94TO [IBOPIIOBHIE CIIYTH YTO-TO 3HAIOT...»

Cecuns monro BOpPOYaJiaChk HAa KPOBATH, IIOKa €€ BITJIAO He YIIall Ha CTOJI B KOMHATE. Ha meMm
dKKYPATHO Jie2KdJIa KHHUTIa. XKeniuHa YCTaBHUJIaCh Ha Hee, 60pM0‘{a: — H3-3a 3TOT'0 MHE IIPHUIIIIOCE...

Ho B ToT MOMeHT, Korga Cecunb BCIIOMHHIA O COOBITHSX ITPOIJION HOYH, TYT XK€ CHOBa 3aphijiach
nuuoM B nomywky. OHa IIycKaJjla CIIOHU OT PafoCTU HaJ 3TOM UCTOPHEH, KOraa IIpOoCTo YyuTasa ee, a
Teleph OILIyTHJIa Ha cele...

— KxM-kxm! — Cecunb KalllJigHYTa, ClieTKa IPUIOAHSIa MTUXKaMy ¥, YTO HeYOUBUTEIBHO,
o0HapyXuia, 4TO ee TeJI0 MOKPHITO KpaCHEIMKA OTMETUHAMHU, XOTS OHU, Ka3aJ0Ch, HCUE3/IH 3a HOYb.

«J10KHO 6BITI:, IIO3TOMY B HAa3BaHUH €CThb 3BEPL>».

Cecunp geicTBUTENBHO 60s1ack OBITH CheeHHOM 3aKMBO MYKeM, KOTOPHIM TOUHO BOCIIPOU3BEJ
CIIeHBI, OIIMCAaHHBIE B KHUTE. [I0oIaThBasCh, OHA BCTAJla C ITOCTE/IH, Haflesla TallOYKW U HETBEPHOH
IIOXOJKOM BHIIIIA.

«Ecnu momymarth, B 9T JHU Asef ObUT TUXUM».

Cecunsb ornsimenach B IIOMCKaxX 3HAKOMOM (UTYPHI, HO HE CMOTJIa HAUTH HU BOJIOC, HU IIKYPHL AyXa.

ToT 06BIYHO OBLTI TOTOB HIYMHO OOITATh PSAOM BeCh IeHb. XOTh TUIIMHA el ¥ HpaBUIach, 4acCTh ee
BCe Xe CKydasa 1o Aneny.

«$1 Gbiyta OGBI HE TPOTUB CelYac MOCIyIIaTh ero 60JITOBHIO...»

HecMmoTps Ha IPUBHIYKY TOBOPUTEL 6€3 YMOJIKY, CPeAy pacCKa3aHHBIX UM HUCTOPHUiL OBIJIO MHOTO
yBIIeKaTeNIbHBIX Belllell. B wacTHOCTH, Cecumb niobuiia CIyiaTh O MUPE AYXOB, OTYETH O 3alUCAX U
npyrue uctopuu. Eciu OB TOJIBKO AyX OB PSIAOM B MOMEHTHI, KOTHa Y Hee He OblJI0 HUYero, KpoMe
BpeMeHHU, OHa Obl IPUCIyIIanack, HO, YBEL



Cecuib OTKpHITIA IBEPb, BEAYILIYIO B COCeNHIOI KoMHaTy. OHa 3arisHysa B TOMeIleHue, TI0JTHOe
aKKypaTHO PaCCTaBJIEHHBIX BeIllel, a 3aTeM COCPe0TOYrIach Ha TETUHCKOM JIECY B IIEHTPE
BUTPHHEL. CHOBA B3T/ITHYB Ha JpArolleHHEIM KaMeHb, OHA BCe TaK JKe Hallljla ero TI000msITHEIM. TeHb
7eca KadaJiach B 3eJIeHOM [IPAroleHHOM KaMHe pa3MepoM C TOJI0BY pebGeHKa. Jlec BHyTpU
KeMUyXKWHH. He 03TOMY T OH OBLT HAITHOHAILHEIM JOCTOSTHHEM CTPAHbI?

Cecunb ocMoTpena TeTUHCKUM J1eC, IOCTYKUBas 110 ero IOBEPXHOCTH nasblieM. Temeps Anep
TIOCEJIUJICS BHYTPU 9TOT'0 CaMOTO [IParoleHHOr0 KaMHs, KOTOPBIM MPaKTH4YeCcKu OblI YKpameH y TaHwu.
Korpa ona cmpocuna, moyemy, Ayx oTBeTui: «He Mornu OBl BH TOXKe IIepeexaTh? OTO COBCEM APYToe
neno! Yem Oosiblile HEIBUKKUMOCTH, TEM JIy4llle, BEPHO?»

W, npounTaB AMHHYIO JEKIHUIO O XOPOIIeM XKUIbe U 00JIbIIOM UMeHUH, IyX ucues. C Tex nop Anen u
He ToKa3biBajcs. Cecrib CMyTHO ITOMHHJIA, KAK OH BOpYasl YTO-TO Bpofe: «Aprx, 4Tod 3TOro
IIPOKJIATOT0 UMIIepaTopa...»

— [lo cux mop cBeTuTCA...

9T0 03Hayasno, 4To Asefq BCe ellle BHYTPU AparoleHHOro KaMHs. Cecusb elle HeKOTOPOe BpeMs
cMoTpena Ha nec TeTuHa, a 3aTeM IepeBeia B3TJIAL Ty[a, THe PSAoM C U3yMPYOHOM OPOIILIO,
KOTOPYIO OHa IToIy4nia OT TaHu, jlexkasio TPeCHYBIIee YKpallleHre, paHee Ha3bBaBlleecs
HUzympynom Anepa.

— XOTS OH U TPeCcHYJI, HO BCe ellle SIBNISeTCS HallMOHaIbHEIM HocTosHueM. Hamo 6epeys.

HeCMOTpﬂ Ha TO, YTO KaM€Hb IIOTEPAII CBOU Hpe}KHI/Iﬁ 0eck u3-3a TPEIUHEI 1 OTCYTCTBUA Anepa, oH
IMO-IIpe2XKHeMYy OCTaBaJiCA 6OJ'H;>H.II/IM, KPaCHUBLIM U OParoleHHBIM.

«3JTO CBSI3aHO C IapCTBOM AOYXOB, IIOTOMY 4YTO Anen XKWl B HEM PaHbIIE, €CIIX A ITIPAaBUJIEHO TIOMHIO?»

omXKHO OBITH, TO3TOMY OH ITPOCUIT 06paIIaThCsl C HUM GepekHO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO TOT CJIOMaH.
Bce, 94TO MOXKET CITyKUThH BXOMIOM B I[apCTBO AYXOB, OBIJIO IParolleHHO, — II0 KpaliHel Mepe, Tak
CKasal gyx. B moboM ciydae, UMeHHO IT03TOMY OparolleHHOCTh TaHU TOXKe OKa3alach B 9TOU
KoMmHaTe. Cecusb JOJITO CMOTPeNla MeXIy ABYMS YKpallleHusIMHU, gymasi 00 Anene, mokKa...

— Bale BennuecTBo, BH 371€Ch?

OHa ycrblana rojioc CyXKaHOoK, UIIYIIUX ee CHapykKHu, YTO MOOYONUIIO AEeBYIIKY IOTOPOIUTLCS U
BEPHYTHCS B CBOIO CIIAJILHIO.

— Kaxkas pa3HuIla?— CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

OO6BryHO 00CTyKMBaIOUMH TepcoHan He 6ecrmokouns Cecusib, TI03BOJISISA €M XOPOIIO OTHOXHYTh, TOKa
OHa He MPOCHEeTCS U He BeIfeT. [loykHa Oblia OBITh IPUYKHA, 10 KOTOPOU ee MCKaJIU.



— IIpoury mpoiieHus, HO Bellly, puciaHHble Ero BenuuecTBoM, TOJBKO YTO IPUOBUIH, U HaM OBIIIO
IprKa3aHo cooOUMTE 0 peakiuu Bamero BenuyectBa. «Ero BemuyectBoM? Pa3Be dcTuan oberran
YTO-TO IIPUCHIATh?»

Ecnu nomymats, Ipoioi Houbio Cecusib moxkauoBanaach €My Ha CKYKY.

CnyzaHKU TOPOILIMBO IIOMOTJIX €¥ OJIeThCSI, IOTOM TI0Be/IM B GOJBIIYI0 KOMHATY [BOPIla
MMIIEPATPHUIILI, B KOTOPOM ei eIre MPeCcTOsI0 MOOKBATE.

— I'me 910 MEI? BRITTISIOUT KPaCuBO, — CIIPOCHJIA OHA, OT'JIAObIBAACE.

— OT0 Kj1afoBad, Bame BenuuecTBo, — OTBETUIA CIy2KaHKa.

Kakoro uepra gBepHasi py4yka KIafioBO¥ chesaHa u3 30510Ta?! Cecub CyXo KallJsHyIa, IHTasCh
CKPHITh CMYIIIeHKe, KOTHa OTKPEIA IBePh 1 BOILIIA. BHYTpH CTOSIIIO MHOTO JTIOIEH, KOTOPEIEe Cpas3y Xe
BCTa/IX Ha KOJIEHH IIPHU €€ MOSIBIICHUH.

— Jla 3mpaBCTBYET €€ BeTUYeCTBO UMIIepaTpuIial

OHH OBUTANIKCh OUCHUIIMHUPOBAHHO ¥ KPUYaIl 3BOHKHMHM T'0JI0CaMu. MOKHO OBIJIO SICHO CKa3aTh,
KTO OHH, €CJIX He 110 Pe3KOMY BO3[IyXy BOKPYT HUX, TO 110 GeNIbIM focIliexaM, KOTOphkle OHU HafleslH.

— Yro mpusesno cioga Mmmepckyio I'Bapauio? — crnpocuna Cecus.

ViMmepckasi TBapaus COCTOsIA U3 OIUKANIIMX BACCATIOB UMIIEPATOPa, 00513aHHOCThI0O KOTOPHIX OBITa
3allMTa ero KOPOoJIeBCKOM THYHOCTH. Ha mepBhIi BT UX ObII0 OoJIbIle ABafgnaTa. Cecumb
CJIBIINIAJIA, YTO YJIeHH MMIepcko I'Bapaun 0TOMPAIOTCS TONBKO U3 JIYYINNX, TIO9TOMY UX He
HACYMTHIBAJIOCH laXKe TPUALATh. ECu ux Tak MHOTO, TO...

— [Touemy BEI BCe NpHUILIK B MO ABopel? YTo HacyeT cTtpaxu Ero Benuuyectsa?

PI:ILIapI/I, CTOsBIIME BIIEpenyn, CKIIOHUIIN I'OJIOBY U OTBETHUJIN:

— Ero BenuuecTBy Hallla 3alu[uTa He 6onee ueM momexa!

Bpsig mu 0 TaKOM CTOMT Kpu4daTh... Cecuiab He MOTJIa 3aCTaBUTh ce0s CcHenaTh 3aMevaHue, BUs, Kak
MY>KYMHa TOBOPUT C TOPJIO IOTHSTOM T'OJI0BOM, IEMOHCTPHUPYS TOPHOCTD Ha JIHIIE.

— BcrannTe, cefiuac xe.
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