'Upra’THIoO TOCANUIK Ha LIelb B IIIyOWHe UMIIePaTOPCKOro ABopIia. JIpakoH BHE3aIlHO HCYe3 Cpas3y
TII0CJIE€ TOTO, KaK IOTePSiI CO3HAHKE, OCTABKUB MIPUCYTCTBYIONUIUX B 3aMeIaTeILCTBE 3aJaBaThCs
BOIIPOCOM, He cOexkaJl i OH, HO BCKOPe OHM CMOTJIA 00HAPYXKUTh €T0 CTOPOUBIIIMMCS U CXKABIIAMCS
B IIEHTpE 3ajia [/ ayTAeHITHH.

— OH yMeHbIIUJICA?..

Cy11ecTBO CpaBHSIOCh pa3MepoM ¢ HeOobIIoi cobako. Prillapy TyT XKe 3aKoBaiu [ MPraHTHIO B
L[eTIN ¥ [IepeBesiy B KOMHAaTy. KelH IpuHec CTyl U Cell Iepen APaKOHOM.

— Mma? — crpocuin oH.

MyX4rHa BCe ellle OTXOAWUI OT IIPOU3O0IIEAIIETO.

— Kak BHICOKOMEPHO... I — IoCcIeqHUN HAaCJIeMHUK TOPIOM pachl APaKOHOB, BEIMKOE CYIIEeCTBO, O
KOTOPOM TaKWe JIIOOM, KaK Thl, HE CMEIOT aXkKe TOBOPUTh, — OTBETHUJI JPAKOH.

Keitn kuBHYN TaHe, KOTOpas BCe 9TO BPeMsi CTOsi/Ia mo3amu ['uprantuu. OHa MoCMOTpesa Ha
IpaKoHa, KaK Ha HAaCeKOMOe, a 3aTeM I'DOMKO HacTyNujIa eMy Ha XBOCT KabIyKoM CBOel Ty(ebKi.

— A-a-a! 21! He nano!

OH mopgzKai XBOCT U 3aCKYJIAJI, HO BCEM On110 HareBaTh. OHU XOJIOOHO TTISIENH Ha APAaKOHa.

— 4 cuopomy eme pa3. Umsa? — nosropun Keus.

— I'mpraurusd...

— KTo0 TBOM poOguTenu u rae OHu?

— ¢ He 3HAI0, KTO OTEIl, MaTh BCTPETHIIA €T'0 BO BpeMs CBoux myTemecTBuii. OHa Gblyia
TIOBEJIUTENIbHUIIEN IPAKOHOB, HO S CJIBIIIAJ, YTO OHA yMepsa B CpelHEeBEKOBLE.

Kax TOIbKO JEeTEHHIII YIIOMSIHYJI TIOBEJIUTETISA APAKOHOB, Keiin IIOCMOTPEII Ha HpaBI/ITeJ'IeI;I.

— COOTBETCTBYIOT JIU €r0 CJI0Ba PaccKaly B KHUTe? — CIIPOCUJI OH, XKeJlas y3HaTh MHeHUe CeCus.

— ,'[[a. B KHUTE HanKucaHO, YTO OHA — I[eI7ICTBI/ITeJ'IbHO €ro MarTk.

Bripaxenue nuiia 9cTUaHa CTajio Cepbe3HBIM. [1oiiMaB ['MpranTuio, oH nponucTtan KHUry Cecuss,



II0KA OCTaJIbHEIE TPUOHPAIUCE B 3ajie. KTo ObI MOT ITOyMaTh, YTO B KHUTE €CTh 3aKJIHHAHMUE,
CIocoOHOe TIOOYHHUTE ApakoHa? Hamo OBIIO XOPOLIEHEKO €r0 TepeuYnTaTh. I10c/e JONIroro MoIT4aHus
OCTHaH pPa3mpakeHHO MOIPABUI BOIOCHL.

—OTKyna oHa y Tebg?

MyK4rHa IOMHUJI KHUTY B pyKax OEeBYILIKU, KOTa OHU YBOPAQYMBAJIUCE OT JIETSAIINX OCKOJIKOB
MpaMopa, o0e3H0 IpefocTaBleHHbX ['uprantueir. OH gyMar, 4To Takoe HaluAyT OYeHb OBICTPO,
YUUTHIBasI OCJIENIUTEIbHO-PO30BYI0 00JI0KKY U OecTslyio (Hobry, HO HU4ero He IONy4unoch. Kuura
Oblyta BU3yanbHO He3a0kiBaeMa, ee Ha3BaHUeE U L[BET JIETKO BRIAENSIUCE, HO HUKTO, YOUpPaBIIUT
ayIUTOPHUIO, HE MOT IIPUIIOMHHUTD, YTOOH BU[IEI €e. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, ICTHAHY HUYETO HE 0CTaBajIoCh,
KaK BepHYThCS K CeCumnb C MyCTHIMU PYKaMH.

— HamMm u3BeCTHO Ha3BaHME, TAK UYTO MEI BCerga MOxXeM KYIIUTh HOBYIO.

Oxn npuka3san TaHe, KOTOpas, Kak TOBOPSAT, IIpUHECTIa ee BO ABOPel], AOCTaTh ellle OOHY, HO MOJy4YHul
HEOXUNAHHLIA OTBET:

— «$1 HeOXUIAHHO IPUPYYUIT ApaKoHa»? Ho s HUKOT[a He MOKynasa Tako¥ KHUTH... 1 HUKOTa He
IIPUHOCUTIA €e, — YOUBJIEHHO OTBedasia OHa. — 4 He YuTal0 CKa3KU CO 3BepsiMu!

Ha ato I'upranTtus pABKHYII:

— Xa, KTO OBl CTas IHCaTh POMaHEI C MIOOEMEu? ITO XKYTKO. XOTs KaxkeTCs, YTO Bbl — CMEPTHREIE —
OEeNCTBUTEIbHO 3HAETE, HACKOIBKO KPYTEI OPAKOHEI.

Torma TaHsg cHOBa HacTyIulla eMy Ha XBOCT.

Ha sToMm cTparHOCTH He 3aKOHYUINCE. iMIepcKas reapous MoIy4yusa NprKas 0T ©MIepaTtopa
HEMEeMJIEHHO TIOUTU U KYIIUTh 3Ty KHUTY, I03TOMY OHM OTIIPABUIMCEH B CAMBIN OOJIBIION KHUKHBIN
MarasyvH B CTOJUIle ¥ OOBICKAIM YTOJI0OK POMaHOB, HO KHUTH HUrfe He Oblio. OHU IBITANXCh Y3HATH U
y COTPYZHHUKOB, HO T€ JIWIIL PA3BOAUIIN PyKaMHU.

— TpeHp Ha IPAKOHOB JaBHO 3aKOHYMIICS, fTa ¥ MHI laXKe He CJIBIIIAIM 3TO Ha3BaHUEe, — OTBETHII
OIIMH U3 IIPOIaBIIOB.

«YTto He Tak?»

Curtyanus crajia Ka3aThkcd ele 60jiee CTpaHHOM, KOTIa I103Ke JCTHAH yCIIban 00bsCHeHne
Cecuns.

— 4 yBepeHa, YTO OOHA U3 MOUX IIPEIbITYIINX CITy>KAHOK [lajla MHe 9Ty KHUTY, HO 51 He MOTY



BCIIOMHUTBH, KTO UMEHHO...

Ona npoBoAuiia KaXIblM OEeHb C 9TUMU CIIyKaHKaMU, HO He MOTJla BCIIOMHUTL? TeM He MeHee
ScTHaH NpuKa3aa KOMy-TO OTIIPaBUTLCS B HaBUTaH U IPUBECTHU CIIy2KaHOK KOPOJIEBCKOW BUJIIHL,
BOCIIUTABIIKX uMIepaTrpully. OH Bce pPaBHO IJIaHWPOBAJI IPUBECTH UX K cebe, BUd, KaK XOPOIIO OHU
3aboTtunuck 0 Cecunb B IETCTBE, TaK YTO 3TO IIPOCTO ITPOU3OIIIO0 PaHblIle, YEM JOIKHO OBITIO.

Tem BpeMeHeM gorpoc KeiiHa mogxoaui K KOHIY. OCTHAH CO CMeIlIaHHEIMU YyBCTBaMU IIOCMOTpPEIT Ha
OPaKoHa, KOTOPHIM Temeph OB IOIaBIeHHEIM ¥ KPOTKKUM. BEITIO TaK MHOT'O CBUIETENEH, YTO CKPHITh
MOSIBJIEHHE OPaKOHA IPEeICTaBIsAIOCh HEBO3MOXKHEIM.

«IToxoxke, CKOpPO K HaM IIpHUeyT JIIOIU CO BCETO KOHTUHEHTa», — Pa3MBbIIIJISIT OH.

O6rr9HO eMy OBITI0 OBl BCE PABHO, MPUAYT OHU UJIM HET — MPOCTO HYKHO OBIJIO CECTh Ha Ha3HAYEHHOE
€My KPecJjio ¥ HEMHOTO TTOOBITh TaM, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, — HO Ha 3TOT pa3 OH OBUI He OUH. JCTHUAH
TIOBEPHYJICS ¥ TOCMOTPes Ha Cecusib B ITyLUIUCTHIX TAllOYKaX, Tak Kak ee HOTU BCe ellle ObIIn
1Iope3aHkbl. 3aMeTHUB ero B3TJISM, OHa HEJIOBKO OTBEPHYJIACS.

«YTO0 37mECh HE TaK?»

Kak Cecuinb cMOrjla BEUIYIIUTH OPaKOHbE SUI0 U UCIOJIb30BaTh 3aKIMHAHNE II0OBEIUTENII OPaKOHOB?
Yewm Gomnbllle IcTHaH OyMan 00 3ToM, TeM GoJbllle 3aMeyas CTPaHHOCTeH B fieBylIke. Korga oHa
IPUKOCHYyIach ry0aMu K ero OKpOBaBJIEHHOM IleKe, OH Ha MTHOBEHUE TIOTEePS cCo3HaHue. ETo KpoBb
Oblna Kak S, ee Hy>KHO ObIJI0 n30eraTh APYTUM JIIOMISIM.

«OmHaKO OHa HUMKaK He OTpearupoBasia Ha KpoBs IBrenmuda».
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