[Toka Puyapp ObIT 3aHAT BOCIIOMUHAHUSIME O IIPOIIJIOM, MY B JIMIIO IPUJIETEI ellle OguH yaap. bam-
6am-0aMm! I[TocremoBasa yepema yoapos.

— ITa xBaTUT MeHs 6uTh! CKaxuTe yKe 4To-HUOYOb! — 3aKpuyas oH.

Hocutens kpoBu IBreHauda He cuepKuBaIcs. BrigepkaTh TaKyi0 CUIY OBIIO TPYIHO Jaxke C
okpemnmuM TenoM. Y 60sCch, 4TO eMy CHOBa CHECYT T'OJI0BY, Puuapy 3akpuyait:

— Jla 4TO Takoe?! 3To ANUI0 Mpu3pavHoro 3Beps! Y 0HO MPOCHETCS TOJIBKO OT BallleTro
IIPUKOCHOBEHHUSI! — BCKPUKHYI Prudapn B CBOIO 3alllUTY, YBOPAYUBASCh OT KyJaKOB JCTHAHA.

Bce B 3aie oxHyIH, KOTMla Ha HUX 00PYIIMIIOCEH Y2KaCHOe TOPHOE [laB/ieHue. Pudyapy youBIeHHO
IIOCMOTPEJ B CTOPOHY ¥ YBU[IEJ, UTO II0Ka ero BHUMaHUe ObIJI0 IPUKOBAaHO K HEYTOMOHHOMY
UMIIEPATOPY, UI0 TAapUII0 Hafl TagOHSIMHU UMIIEPATPHUIIE], ¥ BOKPYT HETO IIOCTENEHHO UCKPUBIISIIOCH
npocTpaHcTBo. Cecunb ciymana o0bsiCHeHHs Puyapma, ¥ B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBe CIIPOCHIIA:

— Ho oHO nipocHynocs?..

DCTHUAH TOXKe He IoOHUMAJl.

— Yro?

YcnmiaB ux pa3rosop, PI/I‘-IapJI CaM 3aM€ETHJII OIIIEeJIOMJIEHHBIM I'OJIOCOM:

— O, me’CTBUTENBHO IPOCHYNIOCH? — OCTHAH HaHeC eMy ellle ofuH yaap. — Het! HeBo3amMoxkHO!
[ToueMy OHO pearupyeT Ha 3Ty KEHIIAHY?!

Bropouewm, He BaxHO. Korpga Pruyappn ycibliian, 4To OCTHAH XKEHUTCS, OH CTall BBISICHATh, YTO 3a
yesnoBek Oynyias umnepaTrpuiia. OHa — He3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHBIM pebeHOK KOPOJIs MaleHbKOu
He3HAUYUTENIbHOU CTpaHHl U CIyKaHKU. OuapoBaTellbHAs [eBYIIKa, KOTOPYIO OpOCHIN Ha
KOPOJIEBCKOM BUJIJIe, UYTOOBI €e BOCIIUTHIBANIU CIIyTH. [IpuMedaTenbHoi Oblia 1I000Bb OEBYIIKY K
bpykKTam, u 3T0, COOCTBEHHO, BCe, HO ceiyac SHUI[0 CpearupoBajo Ha ee IPUKOCHOBEHMUE.

— IIpuKOCHOBEHKE CaMOT0 CHJIBHOTO U3 BCEX... TaK? — mpobopMoTasn Pudapm, u BepBHe
BBIpaXkKeHMe ero JIiila CTajio cepbe3HBIM. BO3MOXKHO, Ha KaMeHHOU 1iuTe Obina omubka? Hac
oOManynu? Wnu siino couno ¢ yma? B uMnepaTpulle He OblJI0 HUYETr0 0COOEHHOTO, KpoMe
BHeIIHOCTU. Ho fA#110 U3pano XpyCTAILIKY 3BYK, CKOP/Iylla Havyasia TPeCKaThCsl, @ BCKOpe U3 TPELlUHEL
BBITJISIHYJIO OOJIBIIOE KPBIIO.

W3 siilia pa3MepoM C 4YeI0Be4YeCKyio TOJIOBY BBUIYIIIAIOCH CO3aHue OO0Jblile YelIoBeKa, HO HUKTO He
oOpailian Ha 3TO BHUMaHUe. KphIIo ©UMeJI0 TPUYyAJIUBEIA BUA: OHO OBIZIO IIOKPHITO HE MEPLIMHU, a
3a3yOprHaMu, Yelryel U TOJICTOM OJecTsInel Koxe.



— 910 Xke!..

Cpenu roctei Obl1 reHepasl, KOTOPHIM CTAlKUBAJICS C PAa3IUYHBIMY MOHCTPAMU B OMTBAX, U IIPU BUJIE
3TOTO CO37[aHMs OH BCKPUKHYJI. BOJBIIMHCTBO MOHCTPOB HE MOTJIM [la’ke 3aCTaBUTh €T0 JePHYTh
OpOoBbBIO, HO MyXKYHMHA APOXKaJ, 00paIasich K UMIIePaTopy.

— Bare BennyecTBo, BaM HY2KHO YXOOUTh. JTO!..

W3 siila MOKa3asoch elre KPLIo, ¥ He OMHO, a LIeNTkIX TPHU. Terneps BCero ux OblyIo YeThpe. IIoKphITHE
KaK Yy PeNTHINH HaTaJIKUBaJIO Ha MBICJIb, YTO 9TO BUBepHa*, HO y HUX OBUIO ABa Kphiaa. COriacHo
JIeTeH[Ie, TOJIbKO Y OMHOT0 CYIIeCTBa ObII0O YeTHIPe KPhsia, ¥ 3TO OBIIL...

Il.o.: BI/IBepHa — MI/I(bI/I‘-IeCKOG CyIIeCTBO C KPBIJIbAMHA U OBYMS JIalldMHK, 9aCTO C XBOCTOM I'adlOKH.

— Ilpakos!

[Toxozxe, OH OTKJIMKAJICS HA KPUKH. FNUII0 TOJTHOCTHIO PACKOJIOJIOCH, ¥ B BO3YXe IOSBUIIOChH
CYIeCTBO, KOTOPOE CBOMMY pPa3MepaMU 3aHSJI0 II0JIOBUHY 3asia. JIiogu 6pOCUITUCEH B CTOPOHHL.
HekoTopble BHIIPHITUBAIM U3 OKOH. ICTHaH 0TOpOCUI Mara U cxBaTuyl CeCusib Ha PyKH.

«YepT. f-TO mymar, YTO XyAIIKM UCXOOOM OyAOyT 3aKIMHAHUSI».

Ecnu 65l OH 3HaJ, Kak Bce 06epHeTCsI, TO cpa3y Owl oTmpaBusl Cecusb BO ABOPEL], HO OBLIO CIIUIIKOM
TIO3[HO [I719 coxaseHui. Ceyac eMy HYKHO YBECTH ee. 3aTeM OH cobupascs yOuTh IpakoHa U
pa3pybuTh Pudapma Ha MenKHue KyCOYKM. DCTHaH OB BHe ce0sl OT IPOCTH, a Puyapn, He momo3peBast
0 IIJTaHaX UMIIEPATOPa, BOCXHUIIAJICS IPECTaBIINM Iepe HUM CyIIeCTBOM.

— Bay, Takoii kpyToii!

XOTs1 OHO Ha3HIBAJIOCh STUIIOM IMTPU3PAYHOT0 3BEPSi, HA CAaMOM fiejie 3TO Obljla COBOKYIIHAS Marus u3
BETBU IPU3EIBA. T0, YTO POOUTCS B SHIE 3aBUCETIO OT YEJIOBEKA, YTO ero KocHeTcs. Ero cuma Oymet
BOIIJIOIIATHCS B 3TOM 3Bepe. Puuapm mpuHeC SHI0 B HafleXkK/e, YTO ICTHAH BHIUTPAET B 9TOH JIOTEpee,
¥ eT0 IPUKOCHOBEHUE MOPOIUT YTO-TO HEOOBIYHOE, HO MIPKU3 AOCTAJICS APYroMy. Mar MOHSATHS He
MMeJl, I0UeMy BCe TaK 00epHYI0Ch, HO Pe3yyIbTaT IPEB30IIeNT ero 0XKUIaHHS.

«IIpakoH. boxke M0, 3TO ApaKkoH!»

IIpakoHHBI HCYE3NIH eIlle [0 MOoIBIeHus KinaHa JOBreuauda. Ceidac ke OOUH UX HUX CTOUT IIPSIMO
mepen HUMH. Pudapn TpeneTHo mopotrest 6muxke. OH OBIT TaKUM OOJIBIITAM, XOTSI POOUIICS TOIBKO
YTO, U HaBepHsSKa BhIPACTET A0 Pa3MepOB I'OPHI, KOTAa MOTHOCThIO co3peeT. [Toka Puyapp ero
OLIEHMBAJI, 0CO3HAJI CaMy0 OOJIbIIYI0 ITPOOIEMY.



— Ho kak npupy4yuTh ApakoHa? Pa3Be OHU He 3aIlUILIEHEl OT MaTuu?

ViMeHHO Torfla Pu4apn u IpakoH BCTPETHUIMCH B3TISIHAMU, U €My IT0Ka3asioCk OYATO CYIIeCTBO
CMesITbCSI HaJl HUM.

«TBI TOJIBKO YTO CKA3aJl, YTO XOUEIlb IPUPYYUTL MEHSA?!» — B €r0 TOJIOBE IIPO3BYyYast roJI0C IOXOXKUH
Ha 9X0 B Ilelepe.

bax!
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