CroxeT OBIT CIIeYIOIINM:

['nmaBHas repouHs COCTOUT B Gpake 6e3 /M00BU ¢ ©MIiepaTopoM. MiMiepaTop MpUXOOuT K HEW Kaxkmyio
HOYb, HO OHM JTHIIIb CIISIT PSAOoM, He Oonee. [maBHAs repouHs Bce OOJIBIIE YCTAET OT OTHOIIEHUS
MMIIEPATOPa, HO 3aTeM BCTPEYAET B Cagy KOMAHMYIOIIET0 UMIIEPCKUMHU PHILAPSIMHY, IIPABYI0 PYKY
IIpaBUTENIsA. BCTpeuyn MOCTEeHHO yYallaloTCs, ¥ B KOHIIe KOHI[OB OHU BITIOOJISIIOTCS APYT B Apyra.

['nmaBHas repouHs MedTaeT 0 OyAyIlleM BMecTe C KOMaHIUPOM phIllapeii, a He C UMIIEPaTOpPOM, 1
IIOHMMAaeT, YTO OHA HOJIKHa 0TKa3aThCS OT CBOET0 CTaTyCa MMIIepPaTPUIlL, YTOOH ee KejaHue
cOpIOCH. MITepaTpuila HaMepeHHO COBePIIAeT II0XKe NerdCTBUS rmepeld uMmnepaTopoM. C KaxkasIM
IHEM ee XOTSIT CBEPTHYTh Bce Oosiblle ¥ 60JbIe, ¥ OHA 0XKUIAET JIUIIb IPUTOBOPA UMIIEPATOpPa, HO
KOTZIa OJHAXKObl HOYBIO OH ITPHUXOAMUT B MX CIIAJIbHIO, TO JIMIIb CIIPAIUBAET ee:

— Tl mymaetb, 4To 51 Te0s OTHyIly? — ¥ HauWHAaeT II0Ka3biBaTh CBOI ONEPKUMOCTD.

YuTtasa KHUTY, Cecumb HEOOMHOKPATHO ITPOCMAaTpXBajla MECTa, e UMIIepaTPulia YMEIIIIIEHHO
CoBepIIaa 3JIbIe IIOCTYIIKH, yTOOHI ee CBEPIJIN.

«MHe CTOUT B35Th 9TO Ha 3aMETKY».

ScTuaH roBOPUII e ieNaTh IIJIOXKE BeIlld, a OHa MOHSITHS He UMeJla, KakK, HO UTeHue u o0y4yeHune
ObL10 BRIXOOOM. [leByIlIKa He OXKHfaa, YTO KOorfa-nmubo el MpUroguTcs HeuTo momobHoe. TTanbib
CecuJib BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUJIMCH Ha OOHOM M3 CTPAHUII.

«MHe Tak HpaBHUJIaCh 3Ta 4aCTh, KOI'la s YUTalla €€ PaHbIIIe».

9To OBINa ClieHa, Iie TaBHAS TePOUHS U KOMaHOXD PHIIapel BIEPBEHIE IOIeI0BaIKCh CPeNy KyCTOB
po3. OmHaKo, TIsAAS Ha TEKCT cedyac, OHa He YyBCTBOBasa ce0s Tak TIyO0KO TPOHYTOM, KK PaHbIIE.

«He nonumaro. [Touemy uMnepaTop Temeps KaxeTcd jayylne? Panblile g gfyMalia 0 HeM, Kak 0 Mycope,
KaK 0 Jieollape, KOTOPHIY He MOXKeT U3MEHUTh CBOM 00pa3 XXKU3HU, HO Teleph, Korfa CHOBa CMOTPIO
Ha HEro, OH KaXeTCS MHE CEPbEe3HBIM».

Bo3M0KHO, OHa TakK AyMaJlia, IIOTOMY YTO Y ©MIlepaTopa B KHUTe OBIIM YepHbIe BOJIOCH U T'JIa3a, KaK y
9ctuaHa. Ecnu momyMath, TO TJIaBHBEIY pHILJAaph B pOMaHe...

OHa ycBIlana pe3Kuil CTYK B IBEPb.

— Yro Takoe?

— Cap Keiin 3gece.



— BoycTtuth ero, — npukasajna Cecusb U GBICTPO ITON0XKHUIA 3aKIafAKy Ha CTPAHUILY, KOTOPYIO
YyKTaNa, HAaKphlJla KHUTY U OTOJBUHYJA ee K Kpat cTojia. Kak Tonmbko KeiiH Boien B KOMHATY, OHa
6pocuia OCTOPOKHBIN B3TJISA Ha 3aKPHITYIO KHUTY.

«Pa3Be Y HUX HE T€ K€ YEePTHI, YTO Y UMIIEPATOPA U I'IaBHOT'0 PBITIaPA U3 KHUTH?»

LIBET BOJIOC ¥ I'JIa3 UMIIEPATOPOB, a TAK¥Ke phillapel OB OMMHAKOBEIMH.

— Baiiie Benmu4ecTBoO, Y MeH{ 9YTO-TO HE TaK C JINIIOM? — YOUBIIEHHO YTOYHHUII Keiin Yy Cecuib,
OlllapallleHHO YCTAaBUBIIOYIOCA Ha HETO.

— H-Her. Ilo KaKOMYy [eJy BBl IPULLIA?

Ins KeitHa He OBIJIO HUYET0 HOBOTO B ITOCEIEHUH ABOPIIA. []axke BO BpeMsT OTCYTCTBUS DCTHAHA OH
IIPUXOOUIT MHOTO pa3, YTOOH IIepeaTh YTO-TO UIU COOOIIUTD e# 0 4eM-To. [Toxoxke, MyK4YrUHaA
TIPUIIIE C TaKO# XKe 1IeJIbl0 CEerofHs; B PyKax y Hero Oblyla JOBOJILHO TOJICTAsl CTOMKa OyMar.

—4d IIpUHEC PaClinCaHre Ha CIIEOYIOIIYyI0 HEOEJIo, — O00BSIBUII OH.

— Bompoc o npoBeneHny aygueHIMY y IOCIIaHHUKOB KOposieBCcTBa CToaH?

— Ia. HegaBHO B MX KOPOJIEBCTBE OBLIO 0OHAPYKEHO Mof3eMenbe. KaxeTcs:, OHY MPUIIOKUIIN
HEKOTOPEIe YCUIIUS, YUUTHIBAsS, UTO IIOA3eMeJIbe CTApoe, MO-BUOUMOMY, OHM HAIIlJTH HECKOJIBKO
MHTEPECHHIX Bellei. MHe CKa3a/li, YTO OHU HaMEepEeHH MIPe[II0XKUTh CaMble PeIKUe U3 HUX, —
TIOSICHUJI OH.

Pa3bsCHUB el IIaHB Ha CIeAYIOIyo Hemeno, KeiH 6BICTPO BhHIIE U3 KOMHATHL. Cecusb ele pas
IIPOYHUTAJIA BCE, UTO OH Iepemna’l, IIOCje Yero B3r/IAHy/a Ha KOHEeI[ CTOJIa.

Kuura, koTopas Obllla TaM 00 HEJaBHETO BpeMeHH, Hcue3a.

«Kyna oHa penace?»

IeBylllka Haflella Ha KHUTY 00710KKy 13 0esoit Oymaru, Tak Kak e OBIJI0 HEJIOBKO, UTO ee MOTJIN
YBUIETD APYTHE.

— JTOTO... 3TOT0 HE MOXKeT ObITh, — ImMpobopMoTasna Cecusb, BCIIOMHUIA [TAaYKy OyMar, KOTOPYIo
Keiin B3s71 ¢ co001i, 1 ee Ulio 00JIeIHeIO.

«KHura Xe He 1omana B Ty CTOIIKY, HE TaK m?»



X X x

— KertiH.

— Ia, Balle BeIMYeCTBO, — KelH yOuBIIeHHO IOJHSII IJIa3a.

ToH ScTraHa BHE3aIHO OLLI 0UeHb XOJIOMHEIM.

«ITouemy OH Takoii? YTo-TO HE TaK?»

ScTHaH TUXO BHITAIINI YTO-TO U3 CTONKU OyMar, mpuHeceHHBIX KeliHOM 13 [IBOpIla UMIIePaTPHUIIEI, U
HaydaJl YATaTh.

KeitH uyBcTBOBaI ce0st COMTHIM C TOJIKY, KOTHa MMIIEPATOP CO CMEXOM OT/asl IIPHUKa3:

— 151 Hadana ONMyCTH TOJIOBY CBOIO T'OJIOBY H... — OH Opocuy KHUTY neperl KeiitHoM. — 3anpetu
TPOHaXKy 9TOM KHUTY Ha KOHTHHEHTe. [IpsMo ceifyac.

[ToaTomy «HUKTO He MIET CaMbIi BEJIMKOJIEIIHEIY [IBETOK UMIIEPATOPCKOI'0 ABOPILIa» CTaja
3amnpenieHHoN KHUTOU B UMIIEPUH.
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— HrTak, g9 x04y cKa3aTh, UTO BCe HEIIPABUJILHO MOHAT. Buepa 51 MeNIbKOM B3TJISHYT U, O IeTKa, Y
UMIIEPATOPa, OKA3EIBAETCS, TTOIHO PAbOTH. M g BUelN, KakK BH [IBOE BYEPA, 3M, HY, — IIapEHb IOLIET
K KPOBaTH...

— Omu, 3aTKHUCH yXKe!

Pyku cryKaHKM OCTAHOBUIIUCH OT KprKa Cecusb. B 9aCTHOCTH, JIUIIO CITy2KaKH, YUTABIIEH BCIIyX
pacnucaHue IeBYIIKY Ha [eHb, cTano Oenee 6ymaru, KOTOpyio oHa fgepxKasa. OHa, Ka3anoch, Oblyia Ha
TpaHu TOTO, YTOOHI 3aljIakaTh B 11000 MOMEHT, ¥ OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCHJIA:

— M-MHe 3aTKHYThCS?

— H-Hert! {1 npocTo gyMana o gpyrom, IpogoKau.

YBuzeB, Kak Ha Hee CMOTPUT Ipuciyra, Cecusnb 3a0eCloKouIach, Kakue CIyxu 0 Hell XoOaT. Moxer
OBITH, BCE CUMTAIOT €e CyMacIleflei, pa3roBapuBawInei cama ¢ co6oi?



<<HpaBJIa, Imo4eMy 3TOT OyX OIIATHh KaHpI/I3HI/I‘-IaeT?>>

Arnepn OB OBOJIEH [PAroleHHEIM KaMHEM, TIOJTyYeHHBIM OT TaHu, ¥ BeJ ce0si MOBOJIBHO THUXO, a
Cecunb ObITIa paga, YTo ee 6OIbINe He TPOraioT. Ho THIIMHA OIuTack HEIOJNTO, TOCNe Yero AyX CHOBa
BBITTIOJI3 U3 CBOETO JIOTOBA Ha CIIeAYIOIIH JeHb I0CIie BO3BPAIleHNsT ICTHAHA ¥ Havyajl HECTH elle
Oombinuit Opefl, YeM pPaHbIIIe.
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