[Tocne Mexkay HUMHU ITPOU3OILIEN PA3roBOP, KOTOPHIH B rpy0ol ¢opMe BHITISAAEN, KakK: «BaM oHU
HpaBaTcsa? U MHe Toxke!». B 9TOT MOMEHT OHU MOHSJIH, YTO HALIUTK B JIUIE APYT APyTa
€OUHOMBIIIEHHUKOB, KOTOPEIM HPaBATCS JII0O0BHEIE POMaHHI.

Korma Cecunb ymoMsiHyjIa, 4TO ei TPYOHO pa3mo0bITh moqoOHbIe KHUTH, TaHs TOCOBETOBAIA e He
BOJIHOBAThLCSI, ¥ CETOIHS OHA IOATBEPANIa COOCTBEHHEIE CI0Ba JeUCTBUSIMU. Bce, UTO OHA ITPUHECTA
B CyMKe, Ob1JI0 370eCh 110 ITpock0e Cecuis.

— TaHs, mpaBaa... KaXkXeTcsl, CJIOBHO Tebs Iociaau MHe ¢ Hebec! — 3adbIXaioIIUMCS OT SMOLIMH
royiocom mpo6opmoTasna Cecunb, mpoberas ri1a3aMy 10 Ha3BAHUSM KHUT.

910 3acTaBuiio TaHIO 3aCTEHUYMBO MTOTEPETH IIeKy. B 3TOT MOMEHT ee B3TJISA[ yIaa B YOl KOMHATHI.
Tam oHa yBUfella U3YMPYAHYI0 OPOIIIb, KOTOPYIO Hajesla BO BpeMsi IePBOii BCTPEYH C UMIIepaTpuliei.

«KaxeTcs, oH u3MeHuncs», — nopymana TaHs. OTo 6bl1 60OIBLION AParolleHHEIN KaMeHb, HO,
Ka3aJI0Ch, OH CTaJl ellle Ipye [I0CTie TOro, Kak OblI IofapeH uMneparpule. [eByuIke Ka3aaock, YTO
OH HAIIOJIHWUJICS CBETOM, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO He BHITTISIAE] HOBEIM.

«YTo XK, B M0OOM CiIydae, IpobeM HeT, pa3 y&K MaMa II03BOJIMIa MHE ieflaTh C HUM BCe, YTO 5
X04y».

TaHs noBepHyIack, 4YTOOH B3TISHYTh Ha UMIIEpaTpully. Ta yKe C 0CTOPOKHOCTLIO CKJIafblBaia
KHWUTHY Ha MONKY. Bus, Kak uMmepaTpulla pacipeenseT uxX 10 pa3Mepy U LBETY, a ellle BaxkHee, Kak
OHa CKpHIBAET MX Ha3BaHMUS, UCIOJIL3Ys TONCTYIO Oymary, TaHs Moria cka3aTh, UTO ee JTI060Bb K
TAKOI'0 pofla poMaHaM BO3HUKJIa He [eHb UJIU [[Ba Ha3a[.

— Cnacub6o, TaHs. 4 BepHY WX Cpa3y IIOCje MPOYTEHHUS.

— Bce B mopsinke. BaM He HYKHO UX BO3BpallaTh.

— Her, BO3BpPAIIaTh YyZKHNWE KHUTH - HGOGXOJII/IMOCTB. A IOKYIIaTh KHUTH OJIA cebs HYZXKHO, TOJIBKO
€CJIM 3TO IIPUHOCHUT PadOCThb.

TaHs MOYTH HEOCO3HAHHO KMBHYMA. Kaxmoe CJI0BO UMIIEpATPUIIHI ObII0 BEPHBIM.

— Cyns o cioBaM KeltHa, ceropHs Hu4ero oco6eHHOT0 He TPoucxonuT. Tak uTo, eciu BCe B
nopsinke, mouyeMy Obl TeOe He OCTAThCS CO MHOM [0 Beuepa? — TeIIo CIPocuiia oHa, ¥ TaHsa KUBHYyIa
B oTBeT. OHa IIPOCTO He MOTJIa 0TKa3aTh, KOTla UMIIepaTpHlla IPOCUa ee 0 YeM-TO C TAaKOM HeKHOU
YIIBIOKOM.

«HeyouBUTENIBHO, YTO €0 BeIM4YECTBO OBIT MOPaXKeH CYIPyrom».



TaHs MOTJIa TOJIBKO ITOCOYYBCTBOBATH MMIIEPATOPy, KOTOPOTO aXke HY pa3y He BCcTpedana. He
TIOH03peBast 0 MBICTISAX (peinuHbl, Cecunb B3siyia KIyOHUKY, OCTABJIEHHYIO CITyZKAIllUMU, U TIOTHECIa
ee TOCTEeE.

— [Mompo6y#. 3To KiMyOHMKA, BhIpallleHHas B UMIIEPATOPCKOW TEIINIlE, U S X04y CKa3aTh, OHa
0e3yMHO BKyCHasl.

TaHs OTKpHLIA POT, 4TOOH! IOP0o60BaTh KIyOHUKY, IpeanoxkeHHyl0 Cecuib, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT...

BHe3amHo 0OHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIAa ITOBUCIIIEE B BO3yXE HAIIPSIXKEHUE U MOMBITanach OLICTPO MOTHSATHCS
Ha Horu. OgHAKO MCTOYHHK YI'PO3BI JeWCTBOBAI ObICTpee. JIe3Bre YepHOTro Meda IIPUJIBHYIIO K ee
TOpIy.

— K-xT0?

«KTO mocme st IpOHUKHYTH B UMIIEPATOPCKUIM IBOPEL], YTOOBI TONBITATLCS YOUTH GPERTUHY
MMIIEPaTPULBI? ! »

CecuIib BCKpUKHYIIA, IMPOKO PACKPHIB TiIa3a:

— Baitie BenuuecTBO, YTO BH [ejlaeTe?

«Bazitie BemuuecTBO?»

[Tocne atux cnoB TaHs mepeBea BTN U YBUEIA MYXKYHHY, KOTOPHEIU AepxkKas Med. Y Hero ObIIH
YepHBIE BOJIOCH ¥ U3SIITHAS BHEIIHOCTS... OH U3/Iy4aJl IyTalollyio aypy, KoTopas OTHIOOb He Obla
CBsi3aHa C MEYOM B €T0 PyKax — IIPOCTO OH OB KMIEPATOPOM.

Sctuan 6pocun B3rgn Ha TaHio, Mpexae yeM 3a0paTh KIyOHUKY U3 PYK UMIepaTpuibl. M TOIbKO
TOTHA ero B3TJIST CTal HEMHOTO OBOJIHHBIM.

— 4 BepHyJics, uMnepaTpulia. Ho mouyeMy THI He BHIIJIa IOIIPUBETCTBOBATh MEHSI? A 3TO 4TO?
[ToyeMy THI KOPMHULIB €€ C PYK?

TaHs XMBIKHYTIa IIPo cebs. I1o ciryxaM, KMIIEPaTop BIIOOKIICS B UMIIEPATPHIly, HO HET. B ero
OTHOIIIEHUY MaJIo BITIIOOJIEHHOCTH M Topa3mo 0osibiie 0e3yMusi.
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— Yo, cepre3no?..



CasiTasi CMOTpeJla Ha UMIEPATOPCKUHA IBOPEL] C BOCXUIeHNeM Ha iulle. OHa pe3ioMupoBaa
OIMCaHKe 3TOr0 MeCTa B OHOM IPEIJIOXKeHuH: « IMIepaTopCKuil IBOPEI] — CaMOe BEJIUKOJIETTHOE
3[maHue Ha KOHTHHEHTe». [locie 3Toro oHa (osblle He gyMana 06 9TOM, HO 3TO eJUHCTBEHHOE
TIPeJIoKEeHNEe TPUBEJIO K CO3[IaHUI0 YET0-TO BIIEYATIISIIONIETO.

«IToTpsicatoiue!»

C1oBO «BEeHKOJIEIIHO» He OMKCHIBAJIO 3TO MECTO B ITOJIHOU Mepe. MIMIepaTOpCKuil HBOpeI]
pacrosarasicsi Ha ceBepe CTONUILEL. becunciieHHble 30aHus, 00JblIne U MaleHbKue, ObITA COeqUHEHbB
MexKay co0oii, U B pe3yJIbTaTe MOJIy4YuI0Ch HeYTO, HallOMUHA0Iee TUTaHTCKUM KUBOU OPTraHu3M.

OcobeHHO B TaKie MOMEHTHI, Kak ceifyac, Korfa Caguioch COJIHIIE, Ka3aloChk, YTO IBOPEL] caM CTaJl
oOHUM OOJIBIIUM COJIHIIEM, ITIOCKOJIbKY €T0 Oefible CTEeHB! OKPAIIXBaIUCh B KDACHBIN IIBET COJTHEUHBIX
JIydeu.

CesiTasi IPOTJIOTHUIIA XKaPEHHYIO0 3aKyCKY, KOTOPYIO iepKasia BO PTY, ¥ BHOBb B3TJITHY/Ia Ha 3aMOK.

XpycTsilee, XOPOIIIO TPOXKAPEHHOE TECTO, IIOCHIIAHHOE CaXapHO# MyApoi. Bce 3To cocTaBmsiio
UI€aJIbHYI0 CMECh.

— Xopol111o0, YTO 5 ITOMeCTHIa PSIMO Iepef] UMIIePaTOPCKUM JBOPIIOM JIyUIlIie 3aKyCOUHbIe UMIIEPHUH,
— CKasaJla OHa, [I0JT0 XYy 3aKyCKH, KOTOPHIE KyIIHIa.

TONbKO MOEB UX U BEICHIIAB B POT OCTABIIUICS CaXap U KPOLIKM U3 OYMaXkKHOT0 IaKeTa, OHa HAKOHeI]
TIOBEPHYJIACch ¥ IIOCMOTPE/Ia Ha Ha3BaHUe 3[TaHus mepen co0o.

«MIepCcKuy LeHTP 3aK/II0YEHUSI».

[TpounTaB Ha3BaHue, CBSATAS MOXKaJIa IJIeYaMH, IIOCJe Yero mpodopmoTasa cebe Imof HoC:

— Ilomarato, MHE CTOUT 386paTb €e, pa3 g y&Ke NOCTAaTOYHO ITI0BEeCEeIINIIacCh.
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— Munenu!

A¥ipuH TTOBEpPHYIACh, YTOOH B3TTISHYTh Ha CIyKaHKY, KOTopas Oblja SBHO pafia ee BUMETE.

— Xeii! TToueMy THI IIpUIlIIa TOJIBKO cendac?!

B oTnuuure oT Hee caMoM, KOTOpasi YyBCTBOBaJjia cebst y2KaCHO paCCTPOEHHOM BeCh JieHb, ee ClIyKaHKa



SIBHO Oblla 4eM-TO B3BOJIHOBaHa. bojiee TOro, OKOJIO ee pTa BUIHENIOCh YTO-TO, I0X0XKee Ha KPOIIKH
OT 3aKyCOK. BeCh ee BHeIIHUY BU pa3gpaxKan AUpPUH 00 KpUkKa.

— [Touemy THI mpHUIITa TOIBKO ceidac?!

— Brl 3a6p1mu? Munenu ckasajla MHeE: «Thl BCe PaBHO HE CMOXKEIITh BONTH B TJIABHEIM JBOPEI] CO
CBOMM HM3KHM CTAaTyCOM, TaK YTO X[ MEHS BO BHeIlIHeM BecTubje. Ha caMoM ferne, MOXKeIIb
IIPOCTO BHIMTH U3 OBOPIIA U 3aHATHCS YeM-HUOYOb, TOKa XKOelllb. f maBHO He BCTpedaach C ero
BEJINYECTBOM, TaK YTO 9TO MOXKET 3aHSITh MHOTO BpeMeHH. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, HAM IIPHU/IETCS
TIOTOBOPHUTH, YTOOK HAaBePCTaTh yIyleHHoe. Y mepen TeM, KaK YUTH, BHl JajTd MHE ITPOITYCK Ha BXO[I
BO BHEIIIHIOIO YaCTh JBOPIIA. 3eCh JaxKe B IIeHTP 3aKIIUYeHHUs I0IacTh TPyaHo. Huuyero mogo0HOro
He IPOU301IIII0 Obl, ecyii Okl BB C CAMOT0 Hadajla [ai MHe IIPOIYCK BO BHYTPEHHIOI YaCTh MBOPIIA».

Bce aTo GbIsI0 TpaBho#, HO IO KaKOK-TO IIPUYMHE 3By4asio Tak, Oy[iTO OHa TOBOPHJIA: «3TO TBOS BUHA,
pa3 TH OKa3anach 3mech». U 910 6e3yMHO pa3mpaxkano AipuH. OHa HaHsIa 3Ty OEBYIIKY
HEU3BECTHOT'O TPOMCXOKIEHUS 3a ee TAMHCTBEHHYIO CIIOCOOHOCTE ONpeesiTh ee HaCTPOeHUe U 3a
OecpeKkoCIOBHOE MTOMUYMHEHKE, HO Teephb Ka3alioCh, YTO IIPUILIIO BPeMS €€ YBOJIUTD.

OpHako, KaK TOJMbKO AUPHH yKe coOupanach BHIKPUKHYTh «ThHI YBOJIEHa», Ilepefl Hell BHE3aIlHO
BO3HMK OyMa’KHBIN IIaKeT.
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