KOpOHB TeTuHa IMOTEPLAI Oap pedu OT CTOJIb HEOXKHNJAHHOI'O OTBETA. OH OBIT TaK YOUBIIEH, 9YTO
ImogyMalji, 4TO ©UMIIEPATOP IIPOCTO IIYTHUT. OpHako JCTHaH BRITIISAOEN CEPLE3HEIM.

— 4 npocTo Hameloch, YTO OHa OyfeT [OBOJIbHA.

[Tocne atux cioB KOPOJIb BCIIOMHHIJI BCE, YTO 3HA 00 HMIIepaTpuie. CYJIH 10 TOMY, YTO OH CJIBIIIAJI,
Ta OYeHb JTo0uIa AJparolneHHbIe KaMHH, ITI03TOMY HUMIIEPATOP OTHaBall el Bce OparoneHHoCTn
NMIIEPHH. Bnpoqu, OHa BEHEITJIAEJIa KaK 2KEHIIMMHA, KOTOpas HE MOZKET NOBOJIBCTBOBATLECSA TOJIBKO
9THM.

JIutio Koposst moteMHeso. CII0XKHO GBITIO CIIPABISIThCS C TAKUM 6€3YMHBIM THPAHOM, HO Temephb
TIOSIBUTIACH €Ille U MaHbsS4Ka eMy TOJ] CTaTh.

— He genaiite Takoe nutio. Temeps, KoTha 5 MOJIY4YUI 3TOT KaMeHb, I Bac He IIOTPEBOXKY. 4 yxke
OTIIPaBUJI CBOM BOMCKa B [I)KaBesb, TaK YTO MIOXOPOHIO BaIlIUX JIIOfeN mo3xke U 3a0yny npo Ckaguio. A
TakKXe, — JCTHaH MOJOIIEeN K KOPOJII0 U MPOIIeNTall eMy Ha yX0: — f1 COXpaHIO B CEKpeTe TO, UTO
3TOT KOMAHJMP Ha CaMOM JieJjie Balll ChIH. YYUTHIBas BCe 3TO, AyMalo, V Bac He MOIKHO ObITh KO MHE
IIPETEeH3U.

KOpOJ’Ib HE€ MOT BEIMOJIBUTH HHU CJIOBA.

— Bri xoTHTE CIIPDOCHUTD, KdK 5 3TO Y3HAJI, HE TaK JU? — ero rila3a cHoBa 3a0necrenu. Ero
COﬁeCGJIHI/IK CKJIOHHIJI T'OJIOBY H€ CTOJIBKO B 3HAK IIOKOPHOCTH, a CKOP€Ee OT 6J'Ial"OJIapHOCTI/I. — Bel —
OTell, KOTOpBIﬁ 3a00TUTHCSI O CBOEM ChHIHE, He TaK JIu?

9T0 He TO YYBCTBO, KOTOPOE OH CMOXKET MOHATHL B ONTMKaANIINE TOIH.

ScTHaH HAIPABUIICS K BHIXOOY, YTOOHI ITOCKOPEEe BEPHYTLCS B UMITEPHIO, OyIy4r YBEePEHHBIM, YTO
Cecunb ero xmet. OmHaKO MEePBBIN, KTO €My BCTPETHIICS, OBIJT JOBOJIBHO HEOXKHUIAaHHEIM YeJI0BEKOM.

— OT0 OBLJIO TaK OaBHO, Ballle BenuuecTBo. [IycTs MMnepus Bcerga OymeT NpoIBeTaTh B BAIINX
pykax!

— Avipun?

9T0 ObIyIa gEBYIIKA, KOTOPYIO OH He OBUT paj BUAETh, HO HE MOT UTHOPUPOBATS.
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— OTO IEeUWCTBUTENIbHO JaXxe XyxKe, 4YeM 5 Crblanal — AUPHH cxXKalla B pyKax ra3ery.



Habmonas 3a IIPOsAABJIIEHHUEM €€ T'HEBa, CBATAA IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK YTO-TO B €€ I'PyOH HAAJIOMHUJIOCH.

«B03M0XKHO, OHa Takas, KakKou {1 ee IpuayMajla, HO YTO y Hee 3a YKaCHBIM XapakTep?..»

OHa BCIIOMHMJIA, KaKHM YEeJIOBEKOM AprPIH Onla paHkIIIe.

Kak eguHCcTBEeHHas 0o4b rpada JIeBHEHa, BHAAIOLIETOCS yueHoro Mmnepuu, AUpuH, Cyas II0 BCEMY,
OblIa CIIOKOMHBIM ¥ aKKypPaTHHIM 4eJIoBeKOM. [laMa C Xopollel pemyTaluel, OTINYHBIME
aKageMHAYeCKUMHU JOCTUXKEHUSIMU U XOPOIIUMHU OTHOIIEHUSIMHU.

Ho y Hee umenucs cepre3nble 3a0IyKIeHUS HacYeT JCTHAHA.

A emfe oHa OblzIa B HEro Bi00JIeHa C MOMEHTA UX MepBoi BcTpeuu. Korga oHu OBLIM MOJIOIH,
IeBYIIIKa eMy IIOMOTJIa, I03TOMY OH IIPOSIBUI K Hel OO0JIBIIYIO IIeIPOCTh, YeM K OCTaIbHBIM, OJHAKO
AVipUH TIPHHSTIA €70 CHUCXOOUTENTbHOCTD 3a JII000Bb U ITOCYUTasla ce0s ero eIMHCTBEHHON
cuytHuiled. OHa ObIJIa HCKPeHHe yOexkaeHa B TOM, UTO, KaK ero Mofpyra OeTCTBa, Oblla TOU, KTO
IIOJIHOCTBIO €ro oHuMaJ. [To ee MHEHHIO, TOJILKO OHA OBIJIa JOCTOMHA UMIIepaTopa.

«OmsiTh... YTo oHa TaM cebe mpupymana? UTo-To 0 TOM, YTO ICTHAH MOJIOOUT ee T0-HACTOSAIEMY,
TOJIbKO TIOBCTPEYaB OPYTUX KEHIITHH?»

AtipuH OBlna JOBOILHO YIOOHBIM IIepCOHAXKeEM, HO, YBUIEB ee JIMYHO, CBATAas IIOUYBCTBOBAIA,
HACKOJIBKO 3TOT XapaKTep eil IPOoTUBeH. TakKoy TUIUYHBIN HEBOOXHOBJIEHHBIM aHTaroHucT. Y 4to?

«TIpomiaentb ero 3a To, YTO OH CBSI3aJICS ¢ KeM-To ApyruM? Ox, Kak MHe Te0s XkKasb. X0Ts, BO3MOXKHO,
s YyBCTBYIO 00JIeTYeHHe OT TOTO, UTO Thl HACTOJILKO IIPOCTOAYIIIHA Y.

Bnaro;:[apﬂ 9TOMY el OBIJIO JIETKO IIOOBITPEIBATE U TOTOBUTLCA K [IEPEMEHE €€ HACTPOEHU A.

BrITamuB MATYIO ra3eTy U3 PyK AUpHUH, CBATas [ajla el HOBYIO, a 3aTeM, yKa3aB Ha ONpefe/IeHHYIO
KOJIOHKY, CKa3asa:

— Murnenu, B yueM geno? [locMoTpuTe cioga. 3meCh TOBOPUTCS, YTO CTOJIMYHBIE I0BEIUPEI MHOTO
3apaboTanu OGmarogaps TOMY, YTO MOJIOAbIe IeBYIIKY ITOKYIIAIOT APArolleHHOCTH, YTOOH IOTyYUTh
IOJIIEPKKY B BEIOOpax Ha poJib GpeinuHbl. Brl ToXKe K HUM IIPUCOEOUHUTECH, HE Tak Ju? B KoHIlEe
KOHIIOB, BaM IMOHALOOUTCSI CAMBIM MOCTOMHBIM AParoleHHBIM KaMeHb, YTOOH IPUBIIeYb BHUMAHUE
uMIlepaTpullbl. [laxe eciu Bel — APYT JETCTBa €r0 UMIIEPATOPCKOTO BeNU4YeCTBa, MUIenu, Gppennua
BLIOMpAET ee BEeJIMYECTBO, TAK UTO... MOIPOOyITe.

CBsiTasg OCTAHOBUJIACh, YBUEB PELIUTEIbHOE JIULO0 AUDUH.

— Her, s e Oyny npuberaTh K TaKOMYy METOIY, — 3asiBHUJIa OEBYIIKa.



— Ho Torpa ee BeIM4eCTBO BaMU He 3aUHTEPECYETCH.

— MHe He HyXKHO, 4TOOB MeHs BEIOMpaa UMIIepaTPHUIla, TOTOMY 4TO... — AWPHUH cXKaJjla KyJaKHy,
Ipexkye 4eM MPONOIKUTh: — 51 CIIPOILITy HalpsIMyIO Y ero BellhdecTBa. A MonXKHa IIOUTH B
UMIIePATOPCKUI TBOPEIl ¥ BCTPETUTHLCS C HUM!

CasTas 3agymanach, Habmogas 3a AUpUH.

«YT0 XKe... U3HAYANIbHAS CIOXKETHAs JIUHUS JOJIKHAa HEMHOTO U3MEHUTHCS, HO TOTOM COOBITUS OYOyT
IIPOMCXOMUTD TaK, KakK MOIMXKHEL [1o MOeMy CIOXKeTy... — MUMOJIeTHas yIr0Ka KOCHyach ee ry6. —
Bckope npu3payHblii 3Bepb, Pa30yKEHHBIHM IPUCYTCTBUEM JCTHAaHA, OSIBUTCS B UMIIEPATOPCKOM
IIBOPIIE».

W, KaK oHa u mucalna, HalafeT Ha HUMIIEPATPHUILTY. ITO JUIIb BOIIPOC BPEMEHH.

)%k

9ctuan mocMmoTpen Ha AupuH. OH TaKXKe YBUAEN CTOSIIEro mo3aau Hee BCTpeBoxkeHHOro KeriHa. I1o
IIpaBfe TOBOPS, KOMaHmOPy OBIZIO TPYIHO OCTAHOBUTH [EBYIIKY, a TaKXkKe y Hero He ObIIO IPUYUH OIS
3TOTO0. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, AUPHH MOTJIa CUYMTAThCS OYKBAIbHO €UHCTBEHHOM «IIOPYTON NETCTBa»
“MIlepaTopa.

«ITompyra, ma?» — 3amyMaricsi MOJIOAOW YyeoBeK. [I0CKOIbKY OH He MOT OOBSICHUTD UX
B3aMMOOTHOIIIEHUS YeM-TO UHBIM, DCTHAH IPOCTO MO3BOJISANI AUPHUH TOBOPUTH TO, YTO OHA XOTela, a
ero MoJT4aHue, KOHeYHO Xe, CHesIaio s o0IIeCTBEeHHOCTH ee CJI0Ba CTHHHBIME. X0Ts KeliH nHorga
CITpallIiBas, CTOUT JIX MPUHKUMATh KaKue-To Mephl 110 60ps6e ¢ 3TUMHU CllyXaMu, 00BIYHO JCTHAH
IIPOCTO TOBOPHUJI €My OCTaBUTh €€ B IIOKOE.

— Yrto cnyyunock? MHe HUKTO He CKa3aJl, UYTO Bbl IPUeieTe, — CKa3ajl UMIepaTop.

— Het HeoOxomuMoCTH B 0c000# MPUYKHE OJIs1 Hallled BCTPEYH, Ballle BEJIUYECTBO.

OO6BIYHO OH OBI ITPOCTO HAJT YKIIOHYUBEIA OTBET U JIBUHYJICS [JaJibllle, HO CETONHS MyKYHWHA II0YeMY-TO
ObLT pa3mpaxeH. DCTHAH Jaxe 3afasicsl BOIIPOCOM, IT0YeMY YYBCTBYET 3TO, HO, Tgas Ha Jlec TeTuHa
B PYKe, OH IIOHSJI, YTO IIPOCTO XOTeJI ITocKopee yBUmeTh Cecusb U He kKeJlal 3afepKUBaThCS.

— B mo6oMm criydae, MBI MOZKeM IIOTOBOPUTH 03ke. CHavasa s HOXKeH 3alTH K UMIIepaTPHIIe.

AVipuH yIUBIIEHHO BCKUHYJIa OPOBU B OTBET Ha 3TH CJIOBA.

— Boxe MunocTtuseli, Baie BenudecTBo! Heyxkenu Bce cmyxu npaBguBk? [lomoxpgute. 910 4TO, Jlec
TeTuna y Bac B pykax? O 60xke, Ballle BeliuecTBO! BEl melCTBUTENIEHO HECETE €T0?



— Kak HacyeT Toro, 4ToObI BBl OTOIIIH C I[OpOl"I/I?
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