Cecunb BCKOYMIa Ha HOTH U MOJHSIA PYKU BBEPX, MBITasICh OKa3aTh CBOI0 HEBUHOBHOCTh. Ee rpymb
0o0HaXKuIaCh MO IIyM pa30phI3TUBaeMOM BOMEI, HO OHa He oOpalllajia BHUMAaHHUS Ha TaKWe BEIlH.
[Ipormon HOYBIO OHA M TaK IT0Ka3ajla KaXX[OblK YI0JI0K, KaKOM CMBIC/I Telleph NPATaThCSa? DCTUAH
IPUKYCHUn ry0y, yBumes, 4To Cecunb BCTasla, IIOTOM IIOMCKal YTO-HUOYIb BOKPYT; OH 3aMETHUIT
00JIBIIIOE TTOJIOTEHIIE, KOTOPOE MomHsA U Opocun Cecub.

— 4 nepenymar. Tl MOXKeIllb TPOCTO MPUKPHITHCS.

&>

B oguH MOMEHT OH TOBOPHUT OOHO, a B IPYro# - gpyroe. O4eBUOHO, OH PEIINII, YTO OHA HUYEro He
CKpeIBaeT. He 3Has1, Korja ceppiie HMIepaTopa U3MEHUTCSI CHOBa, Cecuib OBICTPO B3siIa OOJIBIIOE
TI0JIOTEHIIE, KOTOPOe OH [aJl, ¥ 00epHYyja ero BOKPYT CBOET0 TEJIa, a 3aTeM II0BEPHYIIach K HEMY
cnuHOU. BHe3anHo oH mpoTsHyn pyKy. Ho korga Cecumb OTCTyNuIIA Ha3a/, TOpaXkeHHasT pe3KUM
IOBUKEHHEM, eT0 PyKa 3aMepJa.

— 4 TONBKO X0Uy IIOCMOTPETh, UTO THI IOBpeAusIa. S BUmesn IPUABOPHOTO JeKaps, 0XKUIaBIIET0
CHapyKu, HO PEIINI, YTO JIy4llle CHadajla OCMOTPETh BCe CaMOMYy, — CKa3aB 3TO, MOJIOZION YeT0BEK
CHOBA TIPOTSIHYII PYKY.

Cecusb 3aKphlia TJIa3a OT IPOXJIAHOT0 TPUKOCHOBEHUS €ro IMajblleB K ee JI0y, KOHTPACTUPYIOLIETO
C JXapoM, KOTOPHIY OHa OIlyIllajia B BaHHe. Eciu Okl OH cKaJl ee 7106 CO BCeil CBOeH 4yNOBUIIHOM
CHUJIOH, OHA OBI B TOT K€ MUT IIOIPOINanachk ¢ 3TuM MupoM. OHa Oblyla HalpsKeHa, HO ero
IIPUKOCHOBEHME ObII0 HEOXKHUIAaHHO OCTOPOXKHBIM U HEXKHBIM.

— Eme xyxe, 4eM yTPOM - CUJIBHO OIIYXJIO ¥ CUHSK CTajl 00Jbllle, — Pa3MBIIUISAT JCTUAH.

Cecusib He MOTJIa ITOHSATH, TI0UeMy UMIIepaTop UHTEPECYETCS COCTOSIHUEM ee J10a, maxe
TIPUCITYIIUBASICh K eT0 60pMOTaHUIO.

«A, MOXKeT OBITb...»

[Tepen TeM KakK BOMTH B BaHHYIO, OHA CJIBIIIA/A, KaK CIYTd YOUBIEHHO axHY/IM IIPU BUME ee Tela.
[Toxozxke, OHM PEIIXIIH, YTO PaHa Ha ee JI0y OblJla HAaHECEeHA UMIIEPATOPOM.

«YT0 XK, — MPEMTONI0KHUIIa OHa, — 3TO BCe 00bsicHseT. OH 3ax0Ten Obl B3TNITHYTh Ha MEHS,
OCKOpOJIEHHEIH JIO2KHEIM 00BHHEHKMEM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, er0 KaK TPOM CpefH SCHOro HebGa Ipo3Baiu
M3BpalleHIieM, n30MBAIIKUM KeHIIKUH. Ho, 9T0 COBepIIEHHO HECITPABEeAIUuBO, U 51 60I0Ch, UTO €T0
penyrauus OymerT etile O0JIbIe TOJOPBaHA».

— 4 nouny c ToOOM.

— YT0? — ee rna3a pacClIUPUIIACE OT 3TOTO 3agBJIEHUS.



— B ueM geno?

— Her, mpocTo s X0Tesna CIIPOCUTh, MOKET ObITh, BB IIPUIIIIH, TIOTOMY YTO BaM HYXKHO YTO-TO
crenarh...

—4d YXKe Coeliajl TO, 3a4eM IIPpHUIIe]I, — IIajiell UMIIepaTOopad I'JIagujl ee 7100, ero IIPUKOCHOBEHNE OBIIIO
JIETKHM, KaK IIepPEIIKO. — Bce 4TO ocTanock, 3TO coenaTh HEMHOTO KY6I/IKOB.

)%k

KeiiH, KoMaHIUP UMIIEPCKUX PHIIIapeii, MOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO YTO-TO UET He Tak. [IpuOLIB yTpoM B
KaOWHEeT UMIlepaTopa, OH YBUOEJ, YTO TOT0 HUTAe HeT. HUKorma, HU pasy elle MOJIOON YeJIOBEK He
IIPUXOMUII B CBOM KaOuHeT 1mo3xe KeiiHa, HO ero Tam He Ov110. KoMaHIOp CTOSI Ha MecCTe,
HeJjoyMeBas 110 IOBOMY 3TOT0 OecrpelefeHTHOT0 COORITHS, KOTrfa B KaOuHeT Bolien ScTuaH. OmHaKO
MMIIePaTOp IMOYEeMY-TO BBITJISIAEN He TakK, KakK 00er4H0. OH HojKeH ObUT OBITH B pa3apakKeHHOM
HACTPOEHUHU TI0CJIe HOYHOM BCTPEYM C HE3BAHBIMU T'OCTSIMH, HO Ha JIHIle ICTHaHa He OBbIIO U
MaJIedIINX TPU3HaKOB HEJOBOJIbCTBA.

Ke¥H 0CTOPOKHO IIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Kak npomna npoinas H04b, Ballle BeIU9eCTBO?

Y6uiin 661710 YeTBEPO. B ©MIIepaTOPCKUii JBOPEL faBHO He BTOPTAlUCh, HO OHYU HaIad BO BpeMs
OpayHoOM HOYM, KaK OYATO KOau.

— HemHoro... cTpaHHO.

KeitH KMUBHYJ CO 3HAIOIIMUM JIULIOM. [Tociie paccieioBaHUS BEISICHUIOCH, YTO YETBEPO YOUMII
COBEPIIIEHHO He CBSI3aHHBI APYT C APYroM. YeThIpe YOUMIIE, ITOCTIaHHbIE YEeTHIPbMS Pa3HBIMU JTUIIAMU?
Takoro ellle HUKOTIa HE CITy4asocCh.

— A nonumato. [OIKHO 6BITB, BBEI BIIEPBBEIE CTOJIKHYJIUCH C HOI[OGHLIM.

— [Ins Havana MHe I10Ka3ajoCh, YTO pa3MepHl Topa3fo MeHbIIe, YeM S AyMall.

— Heyxenu? — ybuiinia 6611 ManeHbKUM? XOTs TEJI0, IJIaBallee B IPYOY, He Ka3al0Ch TAKUM YK
MEJIKUM?

KomaHpop 3auHTEpecoBascs.

— U msirue, yem s cebe mpeaCTaBIIsIL.



— IIpoctute? — nuno KeliHa cTano CTpaHHBIM, KOTia OH YCJIBIIIAT CJIOBO «MATKUM». Kakoro yepra?
[Tpo KaKyi0 MSTKOCTh YOUULIEI TOBOPUIT uMIepaTop? OH YTO, CIIUIIKOM JIETKO MMPOTKHYII
HalafaBIInX?

OcTuaH He 110011 KOHTAKTAPOBATh C APYTUMHU. OTO OBLIO HEM30€KHO, YUUTEIBAs TO, K&K OH POC.
IloxoOumo {0 TOTO, YTO MOJIOJOM YeIOBEK He XOTeJsl, YTOOH Haxke KelH - qaBHUY BEPHBIN IOAJaHHbIN
- CTOSITI PSIIOM C HUM, KpOMe ClIy4aeB KpalHeil Heo6xomuMocTu. M Bce xKe OH MPUKOCHYJICS K
ybutitie? M oH o4yBCTBOBAJI MSTKOCTh? YOuiira, 6e3 coMHeHHUs, ObIT MyKUMHON CPEIHUX JIeT, TaK
rge Xke TyT MATKOCTh?

B ronose KeliHa nocTeneHHO Hayasa CKJIafbIBAThCS OllacHasl KapTUHA, [T0Ka JCTHAH IIPOJOIKa
TOBOPUTB:

— A HOYRBIO elle IIPpUBJIEKaTEJILHEE.

— Baiue BennyecTBO, IPOCTUTE, HO O KOM Bl TOBOPUTE?.. — OCTOPOXKHO YTOYHUI KelH.

— OO uMmepaTpulle, KOHEYHO XkKe. A 0 KOM, TI0 TBOEMY MHEHMIO, 51 celiyac TOBOPUII?

— 06 yOutire.

— Trl ¢ yma comen?

«HeyouBUTENBHO, YTO S OYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO YTO-TO HE TakK», — nmoaymas Keiin. Ho Kak TOIBKO
KOMaHIop coOpasics B3NOXHYTh C 00JIer4eHNeM, eT0 OCEHUNI0 BaxKHOe oco3HaHue. «[Torogute? Yro
ceryac cka3sal uMmiepartop? UMmmnepaTpulla MajeHbKas ¥ KpacuBasi?»

[ITok mpuren ¢ ono3nanueM. [Toka KeitH 6€3M0OIBHO TapalluiIcs, Kak BEHOPOIIeHHAs Ha Geper phida,
OCTHAH yCellcs 3a CBOM CTOJ ¥ Hadasl MOAIKCHIBATL PA3IHYHEIE JOKYMEHTEI, HO IIOTOM BIPYT
TIepecTas 9TUM 3aHHMAThCS U BCTaJl. 3aTeM OH HAllPaBUIICS K IBEPH.

— Baire BenuuectBo? Kyna BeI?

— Koe-Koro HaBeCTUTh.

Keiin He cTan CIIpallrBaTh, C KEM TOT COﬁHp&J’ICH BCTPETUTLCA.

ScTuaH BHIIIEN, U TIPOIIJIO MHOTO BpEMEHH, IIpexKyie 4YeM OH BepHYJICS. Kak TOIbKO MOJIOAOM YeloBeK
BoIlleJl B KaOuHeT, KelH yIOBUII TOHKHI apoMaT P03 BMECTe C 3amaxoM KpoBu. OH CIIpOCHI:

— I'me BEI OBLNIY, BAIlle BEIUYECTBO?



«Kak, papu Bcero CBSITOro, BaM IIPHUIIJIO B TOJIOBY IIope3aTh yOuilly Ha KyOMKM I10CJie BCTPEYH C
CymIpyrou?»

ScTtuan 6pocu B KOMaHA0pa YTO-TO, YTO OBIJIO Y HETO B PyKe. KeiiH MHCTUHKTHUBHO IOMMaJl IpegMerT,
W ero IJ1a3a PaCIIMPUITUCE, KOTHA OH YBHUEI, YTO OEPKUT. ITO Oblila HEOObIIas MeTaInYecKas
rpaBlOpa C KyCOUYKaMHu KPOBHU U IIJIOTH:

— 9T0...

—4d BCKDPGHRIJI TEJIO X HAIIEJI 3TO BHYTPH. ThI TaKXKe 3Haelllb, 4YTO 3a 3HaK Ha HEM, BepHO?

— 9710 3HaK (haHaTUKOB CBSATOTO KOPOIEBCTBA, a?

— BepHo.

'masa ScTtuaHa xonomHo OrnecHynu. Youiilla, BO3TIaBUBIINY HallafieHue MPOIION HOYblo, HalleUICs
Ha UMIIepATpHUIly, a He Ha Hero. Ho mouemy?

— 4 momXeH BHISICHUTH, KaKoro yepTa CBsiToe KoponeBCcTBO mmocianmo youitly, ¥ IoueMy OHU ITOC/IaIu
€ro 3a UMIIepaTPullel, a He 3a MHOMH.
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