— ... A? — Cecumnb OTKDPG&IJIA I''Ta3a, BHE3dITHO YCJIBIIIAB I'OJIOC.

Ha Hee cMOTpesIo KpacuBOe JIKI0 YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPOTo OHA BHAeJa Cerofus nHeM. Ero yepHbie
BOJIOCHI OBITM ITOJIOOHKI BOIIJIOIIEHHMIO HOUHOTO Heba, a YepHHIe I'J1a3a Tauju B cebe HEIOCTURKUMYIO
THMY ¥ Ka3aIuch 3arafoynsiMu. OHA HaXOOuia ero BeChbMa MPUBJIEKATENIbHEIM, KOTIa Ha YIIuIle ObLI0
CBEeTJIO, HO He [iyMaJla, YTO B TEMHOTE 3aKPHITOM KOMHATHI OH CTAHET BRITJISETH elre 0ojee
IIOTPSICAIOIIHUM.

«3JTO HeCIIpaBeIuBO!» — mogymMaJsa OHa.

HGBYHIKEI IpoAgoJzxKaia 663Y‘-I&CTHO CMOTPETH Ha HEro, HO KOoraa €€ B3rJidn CJIerKa CMECTHUJICSA BHU3,
OHa C HemoOyMeHueM CIIPOCHIIa:

— Yro 3a?.. [ToueMy Tl COBCEM TOJIBIN?

— He coBceMm. 4 Bce emie B HUXKHEM 0elbe, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETUJI DCTHUAH.

U Tyt Cecusb MOHSIA, TOYEMY HECKOJILKO MIHOBEHME Ha3al, KOTHa OHa 3aKphjia I1a3a, MUAP TPSICCS.
He ycmerna oHa OIIOMHHUTECS, KaK UMIIEPATOP B306pasICs Ha KPOBATh M CTaJ CHUMATh C Hee HOUHYIO
pyOamky. OHa yBUf€ela, YTO €T0 ofexXK/a, ObIBIIas paHee Ha HeM, JIEXKUT pa3bpoCaHHOM, YTO
TIONTBEPOHIIO TPABUILHOCTE €e MEICTIEH. TeM BpeMeHeM MOJIOHNOH 4eJIoBeK coOpasl CHATYIO OeXay,
CKOMKAJl ee U KUHYJ Ha TIOJL.

Opmexpa moikHa Oblyla YIIACTh PSIIOM, HO BMECTO 3TOTO [eBYIIKa YBUMENa, KaK KOM U3 Bellel
BPE3aJiCs B CTEHY.

I/IMr[epaTop OTKUHYIJI Ha3a[d CBOX YXO02KE€HHBIE€ BOJIOCEI, IPOOEMOHCTPUPOBAB IIOOBUT, KOTOpBIfI OBIIT
HEBO3MOXKeH 6e3 HSPHI[HOI;I momnu cuibl. Cecumb Ha6n1011ana 3a BCEM I3THUM C 3aTyMaHEHHBIM
CO3HaHHEM.

«Y HEro XOpoilrlada BHEITHOCTSE, fa U TEJIO HEIIJIOX0E».

OHa pelnuia OTIOKUTh PA3MBIIIUIEHUS O CUTYalluK, B KOTOPOM OKa3aiach, XU HACTaOUThCS
BEJIMKOJIEIIHEIM BUIOM, OTKPRIBITUMCS mepeq Her. Y Cecusb epexBaTuio JbIXaHue, KOTIa OHa
yBU[Ie/Ia HAPATIINECS MBIIIIE ¥ B3OYBIINECS BEHEI Ha €r0 pyKe, KOrfia OH OPOCUIT Ofle KAy .

«Xa. OTKYI[a TBI 3HA€Illb, YTO MHE HPABUTCs TaKoOe TEJ0?»

To, 4To OHa BUfeNa nepef co60i, ObIJIO UeanbHBIM TEJIOCIOXKEeHNEeM MYKUMHEI, 1300pakeHHOT0 B
poMaHax, KOTOpble OHa YKTajla BMeCTe CO CBOMMHU Clly’KaHKaMu. Tormga OHU BCe BMEeCTe B3[bIXalll
mepen IUIOM PeanbHOCTH, CETYS Ha TO, YTO Y KPACHUBBIX MYKYUH yOOTrue TEIOCI0KEHHUS, a y
MYCKYJIMCTBIX — IapIlIrBast BHEUTHOCTh. I'Te B MUPe MOXKHO ObIJIO HAWTH MYKYKMHY, 00/1agaoIIero
obouMu KayecTBaMu? Tak OHU OyMali.



«3HAYwUT, BOT IrAe OH OvLI!»

Ecnu OBl OHA TOIBKO MOTJTIa, OHA OBl 3a6pasa ero, 4ToOH MOKa3aTh CIyKaHKaAM U3 CBOel ObIBIIEH
pe3upennuu Cecunb ellle HEKOTOPoe BpeMs 6e3y4acTHO CMOTpesia Ha CylIpyra, HO BCKOpe ee OCEHUII
BaKHBIN BOIIPOC:

— Ilopoxpute-Ka. [IoueMy BHl Ha MHE?

Ona OblsTa MOBOJIbHA TE€M, YTO OH CHSIJI C cebst O0eXOy u BCE TaKOe, HO IT0YeMYy OH OeJId€T 3TO Ha Heu?

9cTUaH HeHafo0JIro 3agyMaJICd Hall €€ BOIIPOCOM, IIpexXae 94eM OTBETUTE:

— 3HA4uT, TH X04ellb, YTOOH 5 Ol CHU3Y? Tebe Tak Oosbllle HpaBUTCS?

— Her, pa3Be B aToM mpobiema?

— Torpa B ueM xe?

Cecunb B3si71a Ha ce0s CMeIoCTh BBITIJIECHYTH CBOU MBICJIN:

— IInst Havasa, 5 OyMalo, YTO MUYKATh KOT0-TO adpPOAU3UAKOM SIBIITETCS IPOBIEMOI.

JInIo uMIepaTopa OKaMeHeno.

— Adpogusuak?

— Ja, apponusuak. HacKoIbKO Ke HeyBePEHHBIM HYKHO ObITh, YTOOH OJACYHYTh YTO-TO IOJ00HOE?
TonbKO 0TOPOCH UCIONIBb3YIOT TaKue Bellld. MX BceX Hy>KHO YCHITUTH!

Bo3MoxHO, ee cepone (¥ OIMHHBINA SI3HIK) IIPU3BIBAIIO XO35IfIKy yMepeTs CETOOHS, PA3 YK OHA
Iepezxuia 3TOT OEeHb. Cecumb IIpoaoJiZKalla TOBOPUTH, NaXKe YyBCTBYA YOUBIIEHHE OT TOI'O, HACKOJIEKO
CMeJio¥ oHa OBlJIa B 3TOT MOMEHT.

— 4 cnplana o CyIecTBOBaHUY TaKUX JIEKAPCTB, HO, YePT BO3bMH, S HE 0XKM[asia, YTO UMIIEpPaTop
npuberHeT K HUM.

— Ilomoxpnu. MHe KaXkeTcCs, 30eCh KaKoe-TO He[lopa3yMeHue.

— He HyXHO Tak ompaBABIBAaTHCS. BCce paBHO 5T eIMHCTBEHHAS, KTO 3HAET 00 3TOM. AX fa,
00CITy2KMBAIOLINY [TePCOHA, KOTOPBIM TOTOBUII 9TO, TOXKE NOJIKEH 3HaTh. [loporoi Moi... Ho Bce ke



sl OJIXKHA CKa3aThb, YTO BHl 3HAETE, YTO IIOJIOBOM akKT 6e3 COTJIacusi - 3TO IIpecCTyIljiIeHne, na? To xe
CaMoO€ OTHOCHUTCA U K atbpo;manaKaM, — IIOAEJINJIaCh OEBYIIIKA.

HmnepaTop IOJHSAJICA C ee Tella II0f LIKBAJIOM ee CJIOB U MOfoLIeN K CTony. OH B3IJIAHYII Ha
OyTBUIKY, KOTOPYIO OTKphITIa CeCusb, ¥ yTOUHHUII:

— Taxk Tl TOBOPHIIIH, YTO IHJIA 9TO ¥ CYHUTAEIIb ahPOIr3uaKOM?

— ¢ TO4HO 3Hal0, YTO 3TO He alKOrojab. A KaKOu ellle HalluTOK 3a CEeKyHOYy OeJlaeT Tebs1 cr1abrIM
TE€JIOM 1 3daTyMdHHUBAET CO3HaHUE?

— Kak TH YZ&Ke CKa3alla, 3TO OIIPEeNEeJIEeHHO HEe aJIKOT' OJIb.

«0, 51 Tak ¥ 3Haja», — HO KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, Korga Cecusb CHOBa cobpasiach BEICKA3aTh TAPOYKY
IPOKJIATHH, MOJIOTOM 4esIoBEeK HoOaBUII:

— DTO CHIBOPOTKA IIPaBLHI.

— ... dto?

— 41 ToBOpIO, YTO 3TO CHIBOPOTKA IIpaBabl. [IprueM oueHb felCTBeHHAA. 3a4eM Thl 9T0 nuia? f
coOupascs UCIIONNb30BaTh €€, €CNIM BOSHUKHYT IIPOOJIEMEL.

Cecusp OblIa OlllapallieHa TaKUM OTKPHITHEM: «3a4eM, Hy 3a4eM Thl IPUIIPSTAIl YTO-TO Togo0HOoe
MMEHHO 3[eCh?»

— CHIBOPOTKA IIPaBOHL... BEI cOGMpPaINCh UCIOIb30BATH €€ Ha...

— 9T0 He OBIO MOMM HaMepeHUEeM.

B 9TOT MOMEHT rna3a uMmneparopa Cy3unuch. OrnsijgeB KOMHATY, OH IMOAOIIEN K KPOBaTH U CHOBa
HABHC HaM XKEHOU.

— Y-yTo BH 3afyManu? — HEPBHO MOMHTEPECOBaIach OHa.

— To, 4TO 5 MOMKEH CcenaTh CeTONHS HOYbI0, — MMIIEPATOP OTBETHII Ha ee BOIPOC 0e3pa3TuUYHBIM
TOHOM. 3aTeM OH IIePEBEPHYI ee Ha XKUBOT U Ipy00 CXBATHUII 3a IJIEYH.

— A-a-a! — Cecunb BCKpUKHYJIA OT BHe3aIlTHOM 00/IM, KOTOPYIO OHA IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA B IIJIeYax.
HeckonbKo fHeN OHa IIpoBesia B HAIPSI2KEHHOU CyeTe, TOTOBSICh K CBafib0e, U, KpOMe TOT0, ee TeJlo
OBIJIO CKOBAaHHBLIM OT [aBJICHUS BCe BpeMsi, TIOKa OHA eXajla B MMIIePATOPCKUH ABOpel. A 13-3a TOro,



YTO OHa 3aCHYJla B HeyIOoOHOU 03e, KOTa HEKOTOpoe BpeMs Ha3a[ ee BEIpyOuiIa CHIBOPOTKA, Y Hee
Oonena mess. MyxX4YrHa ITPUKa MaabIbl K HAIPSKEeHHBIM MEHIIIAM, 0T4ero ¥ Cecuib BEIPBAJICS
KpuK. OH CHOBa Ha/laBUJI Ha ee IIEI0.

— A-a-a! Ait! C-crorite! — Cecunb HEIIpepHIBHO CTOHAaIa OT 0€3:XKaI0CTHHIX PyK cynpyra. He ycmena
OHAa OIIOMHHUTHCH, KaK OKa3ajachk 1of ofesnoM. B remHoTe Cecusb KpyTUJIach U BepTeach, ILITasACh
n36exaTh €ro PYK, ¥ BCe BpeMs xHbIKana: — Ax, HeT! Tonbko He 3mech! XBaTuTt. A-a-a!

— Jlexu CIIOKOMHO.

— Her! IIpekpature!

Kaxpgiii pa3, Korfa ©UMIepaTop CKUMaJl PyKy, pa3faBajcs I'pOMKui Bu3r. Bckope Cecusnb MOHATA,
YTO MIPOUCXOAUT YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, TaK KakK OT 60/IM ¥ Hee U3 IJ1a3 IOTEK/IN CIIE3HL.

«3TO HEBEPOATHO... IPUSATHO?»

XoTs 651710 00IBHO, TIOTOMY YTO HMIIEPATOP HAlleIMBAJICS TOJBKO Ha 3aTEKIIHEe MHIIIIIE, Tocie 60Iu
IIPUIIIIO COBEPIIEHHO HOBOE YYBCTBO pacciabnenusi. U B MTHOBEHHUE OKa, ee paHee OONbHAs IIes
3a/IBUTajIaCh COBEPIIEHHO HOpMaabHO. Oco3HaB 9T0, CeCcuib MPEKpaTHiIa CBOU MOMBITKY yOeKaTh U
MOBEPUIIACh UYKUM IIPUKOCHOBEHHUSIM.

— Ax! Tam... Ax! E-eme!..

Cecunb cTOHasa, MeTanach ¥ U3BUBanach 0T cMecu 007U U 3idopuu, HO BOPYT B €€ TOJI0Be
IIpOMeTIbKHYyJIa OOHA MBICTb. B TeMHOM KoMHaTe. B nepByio OpauHyio HOub. Teso, U3BKUBalollee Ha
KpoBaTu. CTOHEL.

«CekyHmouKy. Pa3Be 9T0 He upeanbHast CUTyallksi, YTOOLI JaTh KOMY-TO HEBEPHOE IIPeACTaBlIeHuEe?»

VIMeHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT...
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