Bce mtogu u3 OBOpIIa TeTuHa IIOCMOTPEJIX Ha YeJIOBEKa, BOIIEeOIIIEero 0e3 IIpurialmeHuns.

Capi 3a IBOPIIOM XBaJIMJIM KaK CaMOe KPpacuBOe MECTO BO BCEM KOPOJIEBCTBE, HO CelYac 3TO HUKOTO
He BOJTHOBaJI0. Bce OBINIK CIIUIIIKOM 3aHSATHI, JTI00YSICh KPaCOTOM BOIIeAIero. YeIoBeK ¢ Y4ePHLIMU
BOJIOCAMHU ¥ TJIa3aM¥ MPHUIIEJ], JepKa B pyKax JIUIIb Med, faxke 6e3 mocmexoB. OH CTOSII y BXOfa B
3aJ1, KOTOPBIM COEOUHSIICS C CAfloM, C HECKOJIbKO CKy4aloIluM BUIOM. [1o mpaBme TroBOpsi, Jaxe eciiu
Obl OH He OBIJT TAK KPACHB, TO BCe PAaBHO IPHUBJIEK Obl BceoOllee BHUMaHue. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, C MedYa B
PyKe MYKUYMHEI BCe ellle Kalajla ropsdyasi KpOBb.

— Arpx, ap-p-p!

A oy HOraMH 3TOr0 YejioBeKa OblsT phillaphb-KOMaHYIOMIUM KOPOoIeBCcTBa TeTHH, OH XBaTaJCs 3a
TI7Ie40 ¥ CTOHAN OT Oonu. CTpaHHBIM YeJIOBEKOM, KOHEUHO ke, OblsT AcThaH. MyXK4YrHa IIOCMOTpETI,
KaK C er0 MedYa KalaeT KPOBb, [TOCIIe YeT0 KPUKHYT KOMY-TO COOKY:

— OH, THIL.

BrI3BaHHBIN CITyKUTEIb KOPOIeBCTBa TeTUH ¢ 6JIeHBIM JINIIOM OTBETHUII:

— I-ma, cap!

— CHHUMai CBOIO OfleXKTy.

Bce okamenenu.

«3pmech? Cenyac?»

3aMeTuB BONIPOCUTEIbHBIM B3TJIAM U CTPAHHYI0 aTMocdepy, IcTHaH no6aBuI, HaXMypPHUBILUCh:

— 4 xXoTen B34Th €€, YTOORI CTEpPETh KPOBb.

[Tocrne 3TOTO CIyKUTEL OLICTPO CHSIT BEPXHIOI OfleXXYy U 0YeHb YBaXKUTENIbHO IIPENOCTABUII €€
ScTuany, a TOT IIPOTeP el0 YepHoe Jie3Bue. [IpeagMeT ofek bl MPOIUTAJICS KPpoBbio. OOBIYHO 3TOTO He
IIPOUCXOTUJIO TIPY NMIPOTUPAHUM MeYa, HO, B KOHIIe KOHI0B, Me4 JcTHaHa OBl HEOOBIUHBIM.

BriGpachiBasi MPOMOKIINHM KYCOK OfEeXObl, DCTHAH 3afacsl BOIIPOCOM, CKOJIBKO ellle KPOBU 3TOTO
YyeJioBeKa - a TakKXKe HEeHCYUCIIIMOro KOJIMUeCTBa IPYTUX JII0Jel - BCe ellle 0CTaBaloCh B 3TOM Meue.

— WMmepaTop... BHL... YTO... — IIPOXPUIIENT KOMaHOYIOIINM PHIaph TeTHA C HECKPHIBaeMOM 00JIbIO, B
OTBET Ha 4YTO ICTHAH TONBKO CHAJIbHEE HAaCTYNuUJI Ha Hero. — Aprx!..



— ThI HEMI0X0 TEePIINIIb BCE 3TO, GYJIy‘-II/I TaKMM HUKYEMHEBEIM DBIIIAPEM. 4 moxBaio Tebs 3a
BBEIHOCITMBOCTh, — HaCMe€IIKa COPBAJIaCh C €T0 FY6

Crouno eMy HagaBUTh ellle CUIbHEE, KaK I10 3aJly IIPOHecCs HeyepKUMBIi KPUK.

Hab6mromaTenu BUgeny, Kak ICTHAH YMBIIIJIEHHO HACTYIIUII MSITKOM Ha paHy KOMaHAWPa, HO He MOTJIN
HEe OTBEPHYTHCS OT KPUKa, TPOH3AIOIIEr0 UX VIIN. YKacHble KPUKH ITpepBajl TPECK KocTel. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB PHIIIapb TeTHHA He BRIAEPKAI MyYUTEIbHON 00JIH U MTOTEPSII CO3HAHUE.

Bckope mocne TOro, KaK ero KpuK IpepBasics, Kopoib TeTuHa BOeXkasl B 3aJ1, 3aAbIXasiCh OT
HaIpsKeHHOTo Oera. B pyke oH mepxan o4eHb OOIBLUION U KPAaCUBLIN U3YMPYOHBIM KaMeHb. OTO GBI
IparoleHHBIN KaMeHb o] Ha3BaHueM Jlec TeTuHa. BHyTpu 9TOro KaMHsI HAXOAUIUCh O€CUMCIIEHHbIE
IepeBbsl. ITU PaCTEeHUS NOJIKHEL ObUIM OBITH HUUEM MHBIM, KaK y30paM# Ha CaMOLIBeTe, HO ePeBbs
OpOKasu, CJIOBHO BHYTPHU [y BETED.

— Bor, BOT 0H!

— 4 He myMar, 4TO TH AEXWCTBUTEILHO IIPUHECEIIb er0, —CO CMEIKOM CKa3ajl JCTHaH, IPOTATUBas
KOPOJIIO PYKY, ¥ TOT 6e3 KoyieOaHuM Iepenal eMy CaMbli BaXKHBIM JparolleHHbIM KaMeHb
KOpOJIEBCTBA.

— Temeps OH y Bac, Tak 4To CHUMUTE HOTY ¢ Punens! [laBalitTe! Brl o0elfany, 4To MOMaguTe €ro B
0o0MeH Ha KaMeHb!

— Pupens? Ero Tak 30ByT? — JCTHAH IIOCMOTpEJT Ha KoMaHaupa 6e3 co3HaHus y cebs o[ HOTaMH, a
3aTeM CHUJIbHO YOApWI ero HOTOM.

Komanaup prillapeit IOKaTHJICS 110 3aJly.

— Punens!

Koponb TetrHa 6pocuncst K HeMy, 4TOOHI I103BaTh JOKTOpa. [ToKa crmyxuTenu 6eCroKoiHo 6eranu
BOKDYT, JCTUAH [epeBel B3IJIA Ha AparoleHHEIM KaMeHb. BeCKOHe4YHO IPOTSAHYBLIUUCS JIEC
CITIOKOMHO KOJIBIXAJICS B €T0 pyKe. be3 coMHeHus, 9T0 mercTBuTebHO OBl Jlec TeTuHa. MyxKunHa
II0YyBCTBOBAJI yOBJIETBOPEHNE, KOTTla CMOT IIOATBEPAUTD, YTO KaMeHb ObUT HacToAmuM. Koposb
TeTUH KPUKHYII eMy C OCyKOeHueM:

— Tet - 6e3KanocTHLIM Heroasi! be3 BCIKOM MPUYKMHBI BOPBATHCS BO OBOPEI] IPYTOM CTPAHH U
YKpPacTh COKPOBHIIE, pa3Be TaK OOJIKEH [AeMCTBOBATh IPaBUTENbh UMIepuu? YeM ThI Tydlile Bopa?!

— Be3 npuyuHbl, TOBOPUTE... — ICTUAH YXMBIJIbHYJICS PE3KUM CJI0BaM Kopossa. — CKaaus, B TOPHOU
nenu JIKaBerns.



JIu1o KOpPOJisg mo6ieqHEeNo OT Ha3BaHUS ropoma, ciaeTeBiuero C yCcT JcTuana.

— 4 cnellan, 4yTo Ballla apMusd HaXOOUTCA TaM. [IpuueM anuTHasa apMud. [lymanu, 1 He 3Ha?
IlyMaeTe, BHe3amHas aTaka yBeHYaeTCs ycrnexoM? f 3Halo, 4TO OpyKue KaXK[A0ro Balllero coyipmaTa
TOKPHITO cepeOpom CeJICUTHI, a 3HAUUT, I — eIUHCTBEHHAas I1eJib. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, I —
€IUHCTBEHHHIM B MUPE, KOMY 3TOT MeTallI MOXKeT HaBPEOUTh.

Koponb 0TBEpHYJICS OT CBEPKAIOIINX YEPHHIX I'7la3 DCTHUaHa, KOTOPhe Ha MIHOBEHUE BCIIBIXHYIIH
MAaJIMHOBEIM IIBETOM. OTO OBLI HEe UeJIOBeUEeCKHI 1IBET.

— IMopgHsTHE apMUU OJIsT TAWHOM aTaKK Ha UMIIepaTopa. Pa3Be 3T0 HEOOCTATOYHAS [JISI MEHS
IPUYKHA, YTOOBI CPABHSATH 9TO MECTO C 3eMJIed U CXKedb HOoTia?

Ero crmoBa 3aCTaBU/IA CTOSIIIIMX BOKPYT HEYBEPEHHO OTCTYMHUTD. [[1 HUX He OBIJIO YTEIIEHUEeM TO, YTO
OHU CTOJIKHYJIUCH C OOHUM UMIIepaTopoM. [IpaBUTeNlb UMIEPUU CMOT 3alTH TaK [aleKo, He TOJyYuB

HY e[VHOM IlapalyHbl. 3aTEM OH ONHUM yJapoM Cpa3uil ux prinaps. OHM UHCTUHKTUBHO YyBCTBOBAJIU
— uMIepaTop OBUT He TeM CYIIeCTBOM, KOTOPOMY OHU MOTJIM OGPOCUTH BHI3OB.

— Ho oTgeixail CIIOKOMHO, ST He COOMPaoCh NeIaTh 9TO CeTOIHS.

— IlouemMy? — OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCUJI KOPOJIb.

— MeH$ XKIeT Mos HMIIepaTpHUIia. A momKeH NOCHEIIUTh K HeM.
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