'naBa-4. ®anTactudeckas Yersepka u Ctpaxu ['amakTuKH.

[Tepecekas 3BE€3[HI, IIJIaHETH U [IPyTHe KocMUUecKre 00beKTh, CTpaxy ['anakKTUKM HaNpaBisAIuCh
IPSIMUKOM Ha 3eMJIi0. 3a 3T0 BpeMs Ajiekc Mepcep ycnen pacrnpaBUTeCa co Mcturtensamu, JIrogbMu
Hkc, BepxoBHEIM OCKagpOHOM, YYeHUKaMu AKafeMuu McTuTeneu U ap.

— Kak xe maBHO 5 He ObUI JoMa... — CKa3an [IuTep, ¢ HOTKaMU I'PyCTH, YBUAEB 3eMii0. B 3To Bpems
Anekc yxe pacrupasisicsa ¢ KapareneM rie-To B JIECy.

Pup Puuyapac ¢ KomaHOoM HaAIPaBIISAIUCh K Hbm-ﬁopKy elllé He 3Hasl, YTO OH IOJIHOCTHIO Pa3pyIIEH.
Onu Bo3Bpaanuch u3 JlaTBepuu, nouytu noumas [JokTopa [lyma. B camblil mocieqHU MOMEHT
cxBaTku ¢ ®anTacTudyeckoi YetBépkoy, Buktop ®oH [IyM ycrien yIU3HYTh C 10 6051, OTCTYIUB 110
X0faM 3aMKa.

[TponeTas Hap lecaMu U IIOCETKaMU, Ha MTHOBeHUE H03UMETpP Puaa 4yTh He BHIIIE U3 CTPOS U3-3a
OTPOMHOTO0 KOJI-Ba ramMMa-u3nydenusi. Ho cam Puj He 3aMeTu aToro.

Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI IJIsT KOMaHOBl OTKPBIJICS BUJ HA TpuOOBUAHOE 0071aK0, OCTABIIEECS II0CIIe
B3pHIBA.

— BoTt uépTt! Ha HECKOJIbKO YacoB Beflb TOJILKO M3 IOPoda BEIOPaMCh, — OIIEJIOMJIEHHO CKa3all
IIKOHHH.

Tonbko BeH xoTen BCTaBUTh CBOM KOMMEHTapUi, KaK BAPYT BHU3Y IIOCTIBIIIAIUCH 3BYKU CTPETILOHL.
OmycTuBIINCE Ha 3€MJII0, YeTBEPKA YBUeE/a CTOSIIET0 B JIyXKe KPOBU MyKUYKHY, OETOT0 B KOXKaHYI0
KYPTKY C KaITIOIIIOHOM ¥ CUMBOJIOM Ha criuHe. CaM MyK4YKMHa XK€ Pa3BepHYJICS, OCMaTpXUBasi KOMaH[y.

— 9ii, KT0 TH Takou? 4YTo 3geck npousouio? [ToueMy ropon yHU4YTOXKeEH? — crpocun Pudapac. bex
CJIeTKa HampsArcs, oxupas geuctsuit Mepcepa.

— Hy BbI x0Ts1 OB He HaUMHAETe B MEHS CTPEJIATh II0CJie TIEPBOT0 3aJlaHHOTr0 BOIIPOCa, YBUIEB
mmer3ax, 4TO ceryac y MeHs 3a criuHou. KTo 1, crpaliuBaelb? — mocje IOoCIegHero cioBa Anekc
chemnan HeGOoJbIIYI0 May3y, OMyCTHB B3I,

— Anekc Mepcep, — oTBeTHN 3€BC, CHOBa ITOCMOTPEB Ha YETBEPKY.

— Ara... 4 Pupg Puyapmc, a 37o0...

— Ben I'pumm, Crio u [Ixxouuu IlITopMm. A 3Hato, — mepebun Anekc Puna.
— Meicnu yuTaems? — crpocuna Crio.

— Bcero noueMHory, — oTBeTHUI AJleKC.

— Taxk uTo 3mech npousonno? Kto crpensn? YTo 3mech, Y4EPT BO3bMU, TBOPUTCS? — UYTh JIU HE
KpHrua, crpamuBai bes.

— CTpernsi 4eloBeK, He XeJlalollui BeCTU HOpMaJbHO AUasIor. [IpuxoauTcs 4T0-TO C 9TUM AeflaTh...
YTo XKe [0 ropopa... [IpaBUTeNbCTBO PEILIUTIO eT0 B30PBaTh, y3HaB 00 yrpo3e. YTo-nubo menaTh B 3TUX
pyuHaX CMbIC/Ia HeT. Bbl MoXeTe UATH. — CKa3an Mepcep, pa3BopayuBasich 06paTHO.

— YT0-TO OH HegorosapusaeT. Yepecuyp CIOKOeH... O KaKOU yrpo3e OH F'OBOPUT? — LIeITall
I:XKoHHHU, HO Anekc, 6rarogaps IPUOOPETEHHEIM yIIy4IIeHHEIM YyBCTBAaM, BCE CIIbIILIAIT.



— TlocTou, mapeHb, — CcKalan Bcnen Anekcy [I:KOHHM.

— JI1060TBEITCTBO, TIOPOM, HE HAET CIaTh CIIOKOWHO, — CHOBA, CheliaB pa3BopoT Ha 180, Anekc
aTakoBaJl XJIEICTOM, LIeJIuB ero B rosoBy Yenoseky-Pakeny. [Ipunas Bun Pakena, [[)KOHHYU yCen
YBEPHYTHCS U TYT Ke HampaBuics Ha 3eBca. Ho mpubau3uBiucs K Mepcepy, OH JIUIIb MOTMaCcs B
ob6nauéHHbIe 6MOOPOHEN PYKU AJeKca.

— Hy BoT 3aueM? — cupocun Anekc Mepcep, coasnuBag et Paxkeny. CaM [[:KOHHU JIUIIb IEITAICA
XOTsI OBbI B3OXHYTb.

3eBc, YBUIEB, KaK Ha HEro yxke 0eXUT ocTalbHasl KOMaH[a, CXKaJjl PyKy, CJIOMaB ILIel0 YJIeHY
danTacTUyeckou YeTBEPKH.

— He-e-eT! — npokpuuana Cpio, CMOTPS Ha TO, KaK AJIeKC IOTJIOIaeT €€ OparTa.
— Monucs! — TBEPHO cKa3an CyIecTso.

B3sB B OmHY PYKY KyBajfdy, a B APYTyI0 KOI'TH, Mepcep yxKe caM IOomEN Ha KoMaHAy. COMU3UBIIUCE C
3eBcoM, beH nuIlb MOMYyYu 0 JTUIY KyBaJIIoH, OT/IETEB Ha HEKOTOpPOe paccTosHue. TyT ke, youiiia
npubnusuics K Cvlo, HO, Kejas pa3pyOuTh €€ Ha YacCTH, OH JIMIIL CIerKa ITOPaHUTl e€ PyKY, T.K. Ta
yCIlejla YBEPHYThCS U CKPBITHCS U3 BUAY. Pup, B 9T0 BpeMs 3alifid CO CTOPOHEL, IIBITAJICS
00e370BHXKUTL Mepcepa, 06BUB ero CBOMMHU pyKaMu. Ho AJleKc JUIIb BEITYCTHI IIyTiajblla, yOUB U
IOrNoTUB Puvapmca.

W3 rina3 HeBUOUMKY NTOTEKIIX CIIE3L OT YBUEHHOT0. beH, IbITasgch BCTaTh, YBUAEI Ileper co0oi
yOuiiy ero opy3eii. 3apsouB Horou mo nuiy CyiiecTBa, Anekc Mepcep BHOBb ITOBaJIUII €70 Ha
3eMJII0, HaunHas U30MBaTh €0 KyBaIJaMu.

KeHnmrHa-HeBuarMKa He X0Tela BEPUTh CBOMM TJla3aM, COBCeM 103a0kIB 0 Oonu. Y Heé Ha ria3ax
younu e€ 6pata, gpyra, Myxa. Kazanoch, CTOTBKO MUCCHUHM, CTOJIBKO OIacHOCTeN. Becé 6b10 He 1o
9€M, HO OOUH MOHCTD yKe JIUIINII XKU3HU TPouX 4ieHoB OaHTacTH4eCcKou YeTBEPKHU.

Bxniouus 3peHune Bapa}KéHHOFO, Anekc Hadan uckaTh Crio. [ToMCKH, DIHUBIIHECS IIapy CeKyH[O, OaJix
CBoM II0OABl. HeBUOMMEKa CTOSIIa pAOoOM C oepeBoM, HaXOasdaAChb B rny6oqa1>’1meM IIIOKE.

Y10o0HI HE CIIYTHYTH CBOIO XK€EPTBY, 3eBc peninia IPUKUHYThCA aKTépOM, MOJOUMAS K OOHOMY N3 TOHKHX
AJEPEBBEB, YTO HAXOOUIIOCH YYTh OaJIbIlI€ OT Chi0.

— Yept! — KpuKHYB He CIUIIKOM I'POMKO, AJIeKC yIapuil 1o fepeBy TakK, YTO OfHA IOJI0BUHA
B3j1eTeIa BBepX. CrenaB ofguH Iar, Mepcep xKaajl, IoKa IepeBo 4yTh COMM3UTLCS ¢ 3eMIé. U BoT,
KOTla KOHYUK CJIOMaHHOI'O iepeBa 0Ka3aJiCsd Ha OMHOM yPOBHE C T'0JI0BOM 3€Bca, AJIEKC Pe3K0
yOapui [0 HeMy HOTOM B IIPBIXXKE TaK, YTO 3TOT CaMBIi KOHUYMK [epeBa BIIUIICA B XKUBOT HeBuaumKe,
BOUB €€ B [IpyTOe.

W3paB 60bHOM cTOH, Chl0 CMOTpEJa Ha IpuOIuXKaoIerocs youuy.

— l'opu B afy, — CKa3asa OHa. AJIeKC JTUIIb YIILIOHYJICS el B OTBET, B35B KJIMHOK M OTPYOHUII ei
TOJIOBY. 3€BC yAapua oueHb cnabo, YTO KJIMHOK BIUIICS B lepeBo, He cnuiauB ero. OH Habmofan 3a
TeM, Kak rojsioBa HeBUOMMKY CKaThIBAETCS CHayasla 10 KIUHKY, IIOTOM YKe I10 IEPEBY, OCTABIISIS
KpoBaBHIl ciiefi. Ho Bech Kaiid cioMana BeTKa, B KOTOPYIO Bpe3anach rojioBa Crio. OHa 4yTh HE
yImana, Ho AJieKC ycIien eé moiMaTth. Pa3BepHyB nuiloM K cebe, AJIeKC CMOTPET B I'1a3a 0TpyOIeHHON
TOJIOBe.



— 9X... A MOTJIO 1 He TaK 3aKOHYUTHCS BCE. — CKa3aJl AJIeKC, HE CTaB MOTJIOUIATh MEPTBYIO JEBYILKY,
TIPEOIIOYTS HacaguTh €€ TOJIOBY Ha CaMyI0 TOJICTYIO BETKY Ha TOHKOM [ePEBe.

Crpaxu ['amakTUKY K TOMY BpEMEHU IOAJIeTENN K 3eMiie. YBUEB, 10 MHEHUIO [Ipakca, O0IbIION
YEPHBIN NJIaHETHBIH MPBII, OHU PEIlnIN IIPU3EMIUTHCS 3@ MHOTO MUJIb OT MeCTa B3phIBa 60MOLL U He
O4YeHb TaJIeKO OT MecTa OuTBH Anekca ¢ PaHTACTUYECKON YETBEPKOM.

YcnbiaB 3ByKu fBurateneit kopabns Ctpaxei, 3eBc cpa3y Ke IoMyYajcs K MEeCTy UX IPU3EMIIEHHUS.
OH He x0Ten ux youBaTh. EMy mpocTo HyzkKHa Oblia oMoIIb, YTOOR HOOHITh ellé onuH u3 KamMmHuen
BeckoneyHoCTH.

— TToxoxke, MHI 01T037asnu. Tak MPOCTO HUKTO O0ErojIOBKH He CKUIOLIBAeT, — CKalasl 3BE3OuHkIH Jlopy,
coupst ¢ Kopabs.

— 4 ects I'pyT.
— I'pyT meno roBoput. [laBaiiTe GbICTpee HaUAEM 3Ty NetKy TaHoca, — IPOU3HEC €HOT.

HeoxwupmaHHO, CO CTOPOHHI Jieca IOCIHIanuch 3ByKu. [Iutep Ksumnn, Pakera, [Ipakc, ['amopa,
Heb6yna, MaHTHC 1 yKe BeIpociuuii ['pyT yBUOeH, Kak u3 jeca BeiOexkan Anekc Mepcep. Kparnun
0CTaJICSl MPAaKTUKOBATLCS B yIIPaBIEHUH CTpesioi yMepiuero MoHmy.

— 9M... 3apacTe! — mpuBeTCTBOBAN yOuiy Mctutenen [TuTtep, mocjie 4ero mocjiefoBasio MojlYaHue.
Ot artoro y 3Bé3gHoro Jlopaa MosSBUIOCh YYBCTBO HEJIOBKOCTH U He IIOHMMAaHHUS TOT0, To4YeMy AJeKc
HHYEero He CKa3aJl B OTBeT.

— 4.

— HaBoautiit JIopa, — mepe6un Keunia PakeTa, cKa3aB C YCMEIIKOH.

— Hy 3TOT CKyHC caM HanpoCuscs, — cKa3aa B OTBeT [luTep, HauaB IEPEKPUKUBATECSA C EHOTOM.
— OTO0 y HUX Bcerpa Tak? — crpocun Anekc ['amopy.

— Jla, CKOIIBKO UX 3Hal0, — 3aKaTUB I'Jla3a, I0SICHUJIA 3eJIeHOKOXKas AeBYyIIKa.

— IIc. 3auem THI IpSAYELIb CBOIO [OJIOBY B 9TOM KapMaHe? — crpocull [Ipakc, mogouas K 3eBcy.
— Kro THI Tako#? — cupocuina HeGyna, HeloBepurUBO TOCMOTPeB Ha Mepcepa.

— Anexkc... Anekc Mepcep, — mpefcTaBuics 3eBC, CTPAHHO CMOTPSI Ha pedsiT. EMy xoTenoch mpoOUTh
cebe ToJIoBy OT ¢elicraniMa, YTO ITOPOAMIIA BCS 3Ta CUTYallHs.

Ho gyepe3 HekoTOpOE BpeMs, [[amope BCE Ke yaanoch pa3HATh ABYX NIPEeACTaBUTEJIEN CBOET0 BUAA.
Anekc u [Iutep cupmenu Ha OnuxkaiiieM KaMHe, 06Ccyknasi CBOM Jiela.

— A T5I BoOOIIIe UTO fgemaellb? MoxkeT MEL IOMOKeM 4eM, II0Ka elé 30ecCk.

— IIpiTar0Ch HAUTH TO, YTO IOMOXKET CIIACTU CECTPY, — OTBETUI AJieKC. TyT XKe K HUM
IPUCOEOUHUIACh MaHTHC.

— MoXHO MHe C BaMH ITOOBITh? — CTECHUTEILHO CIPOCHIIa MaHTHC.

— [Ila, koneuHno, — orBeTw1 [lutep KBumi. Kak Tonbko MaHTUC IIprcesia Ha KaMeHb, OHA TYT XKe



KOCHYJTach Iyieda Anekca.
— YTo OHa fesaeT? — HEMOHUMAIOIIe CIIPOCUTT 3eBC.

— To, ot yero JIpakc 06LIYHO YyTh JIK HE YMUPAET OT CMeXa, — IIBITA/ICS MOSICHUTD [IuTep, —
omyiaeT sMonuu. Cama MaHTHC B 3TO BpeMsl KpUBUJIa JINI0, KakK Morja. To mokKa3kiBaja IpycTh, TO
CTpax, TO yauBrieHre. E€ aHTeHHH Ha TOI0BE KaK 0OBIYHO CBETHUIIUCH.

— MHe HyXHO HaliTu Kakue-To Kamuu Beckoneunoctu anis TaHoca. OH rge-To gepXkuT [JaHy — MO0
cecTpy, — rosopun Mepcep.

— Tax aT0 3a To60M MBI TOHSIEMCS, — CKa3aJl eHOoT, oCTaB IyIKy. Pe3ko BcTan u 3B€3nHbIM Jlopn,
HAIPaBUB OPykKKe Ha Ayekca. MaHTHC OBICTPO OTIPSIHYJIA U MOISTUIACh Ha3al, YTKHYBIIUCH B
'amopy.

— A ux eMy BCE PaBHO He OTOaM. Hy}KHO JIUITB JOCTATh 3TU KaMHH.

— A Kak-Thl TOrfa coOMpaeIbCcs UCKaTh CBOIO CECTPY, €CNIX Thl €My KaMHU He OTAallb? — CIPOoCcuia
I'amopa.

— Ilpu y6uucTBe, s 3abupaio y m060ro KHUBOT'0 CYIIeCTBA BCE, YTO Y HETO eCThb. [[aMsTh, BHEIITHOCTD,
— TIOSICHSAJ AJIeKC.

— Tak 3TO TH YCTPOUJI B3PHIB M YOUIT BCEX B ropofie? — crupocui [Tutep

— B3priB? HeT. Ha MeHs Xx0Tenu CKUHYTh 60ET0JI0BKY, HO S TIOKUHYJ TOPOA. A yOu... MHe HYKHO
ObLII0 9TO CHeNaTh, ©HayUe 51 OBl He Y3HaJl, I7le KAMHU HaXOmsITCS.

[Tocne atux cnoB [TuTep BEICTPEIUI €My B TOJIOBY U3 CBOETO IUCTOJIETA, HO COOCTBEHHAS U
IOJTy4eHHas pereHepalus B iBa CY€Ta BOCCTAHOBUIIU MIPEXKHUN 0OJTUK YOUMITHL.

— 9TO BHI 3psI, — CKa3aJjl AJleKC, JOCTaB XJIBICT U MPUTIHYI K ceOe PakeTy. EHOT mBITaNCs BRIPBAThHCH,
HO Mepcep ero cgaBuil Tak, YTO U3 ero KJI0aK{ BHIBAJIUINChH BCE BHYTPEHHOCTHU, BCTABUII €My
6uo60MOy 1 KuHYI ero B ['pyTa. [lepeBSHHBIN OPYT €HOTa HECCS Ha 3eBca, HO MolafaHue PakeTH B
ero CTOPOHY pa3bpocasio ero YacTu B pa3Hble CTOPOHHI.

OcTanbHBIE CTPaXKM OTCTPENINBAJINCH, KaK MOTJIHM, HO BCe PaHbl AJleKCa 3aKHBaIl MOMEHTAIbHO.
Tonbko [Ipakc mobexkan Ha HETO C KIIMHKaMH, BOTKHYB UX B ero cuuHy. Ho 3eBc JUIIb JOCTal UX U3-
3a CIIMHEBI, 0OTOPOCUIT UX U, TIPEBPATUB CBOIO PYKY B KOT'TH, B3MaxHyJ UMHU B CTOPOHY CTpaxka,
pa3pyOuB ero KyCKu.

CoBceM HeOXKMIaHHO U3 Jieca MOCILIIaINCh 3BYKU JBUATATENA MOTOIMKIIa. Korga Anekc Mepcep yxe
PaCIIPaBIISICS C OCTalbHEIMU CTpaxkaMu ['alaKTHUKH, HA HETo BhIIETEN OAlKep C TOPSIIUM YeperoM,
BMECTO OOBLIYHOH T'OJIOBEL.

— BoT THI-TO KaK pa3 B TeMy, — CKa3aJ AJleKC, T0Ka4aB I'0JI0BOM, OTPEIBasi roJ0By 3B€3nHOMY Jlopay.
Ho B oTBeT IIpu3paynsiii [0OHIIUK HUYETO He CKa3all.

— Yo 3a mym? Bel yero TyT TBOpuTE? — crpaiuuBan KparnuH, BHX0OAs U3 Kopabiis. YBumes nyxku
KPOBH, TTapHS B KAIIOIIOHE U CKeJleTa C IIeNbI0 Ha KypTKe U ropsamuM yepemnoM, O6hoHTepH, ¢
rpebHeM Ha T0JI0Be, HeJJOyMeBasi, BEIIYUYUJI T7la3a. B 0TBeT, AjleKc, IPOTKHYB €0 XJIBICTOM U
IPUTSHYB K cebe, moraotun. OgHOBPEMEHHO C 9TUM Ha HETO IIEN ['OHIINUK, CBUCTHYB CBOEMY
MoToluKIy. CaMm 0ailK yKe HalpaBuiics Ha Aynekca Mepcepa, HO ITayybe YyThE BOBPEMS 3aBOIUIIO 00



OTIaCHOCTH, OT 4ero 3eBC yCIieJI YBEPHYTBCA, HO 3apaToc yoapuil ero CBO€M LIeMbIo, 3apH}KeHHOﬂ
AdJCKHM IIJIaMEHEM.

MoMeHTalIbHO OKJIEMABIIKUCE OT yYOapa, ANeKC yBUeN nepen co00l Kyuy TaKUX Ke CKeJIETOB, C
TOPSIIITUMY T'0JI0BaMU. MeXIy HUMH 3aBsi3aJiach JOBOJIBHO MPOTSXKEHHAS OUTBA, B X0[Ie KOTOPOH
Amnekc IpUMeHSsIT Ky4y CIIocOOHOCTeH, maXe eBacTaTOPH. M BCE ke eMy yHoanmoch Ho6paThCs 0
caMoro 3apaToca, IOBaJIuB ero Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ PaCKPOIIKUB €My Yepell yaapaMu PyKU-MOJIOTa, TeM
caMbIM norjomas yxa MineHus.

Hauano ¢mem6aka

YnmapHast BOJIHa, KOTOpasi C/IeoBajia 3a IIymaabllaMy JeBocTaTopa Mepcepa, OTKHHYTa XaaKa Ha
OKpaWHHI TOPOMa, OCTABUB €0 6€3 CO3HAHMUSI.
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