['maBa-1. McTturenu.

[TonenenbHUK. [1epBHI IeHb HEMEH, TIXKETBIN TeHb HeJle/Iu, U IePBLIM NeHb NONIT0XIOAHHOIO JIeTa.
Ha 3emre nropu 3aHUMaNNUCh CBOUM [eJI0M, KyAa-TO CIEIININ UJIM HETOPOIIMBO IIBITANIUCh JOCTUYD
CBOEH 1IeJIH.

Heoxunanso, oms xuteneir MaHxaTTeHa ¢ HeOa Ha Tamc-CkBep naman OOBEKT, KOTOPHIN
atMocdepa He B cuiax Ovlna BhlKeub. CBaIUBIINCEH HAa BHICOKOM CKOPOCTH U, CHIe/IaB HeMaleHbKYI0
OBIpY B 3eMiie, Anekc Mepcep 3acTaBuiI BCEX IIPOXOAAIINX MUMO JIIOeX COOPOTHYThCA. Brimon3as us-
mof 3eMJy, oH yBuzen conpart I[.M.T.a, a OHA B CBOIO 04epeb BUAENH CYIIECTBO I'yMaHOUOHOU
$hopMHI, He ITOX0Kee Ha YeJI0BeKa 10 TOro MOMEHTa, II0Ka C Hero He Hadasia CII0JI3aTh ero OPoHS.

— Croirte, rae croute! Ml Bam moMoxkeM, — KpUKHYN B MeradoH komauaup orpsga I[.1.T.a. On
TIBITAJICSI KaK MOXKHO OBICTpee MOOoUau K HOBOMY T'OCTIO, HO U B TO 2Ke BPeMs, KaK MOXKHO
O0CTOpOXKHee. Mepcep ke CTOs/, KaK BKOIIAHHBIH, MOXKUAASCh IPUOIUKEHUS CBOEH KEPTBHL.
Bombioe KonuuecTBo 3eBak HabII0gano 3a BCeM 3THM, HEKOTOPhIE yXKe ITocye Mpru3eMieHus Anekca
CMOTaJ/IUCh, CBEpKas MsAiTKaMu. KomaHaup u 3eBC HaXOOUIUCh VKe B ITape METPOB OT APYT OPyTa, U B
3T0 BpeMs ocTanbHble conpaTsl [II.M.T.a yke Ha BCSIKWI T0KapHBIM HaBeIu IpUIles Ha Anekca.

— IIpoiimémMTe ¢ HaMu, MBI BaM [TIOMOK€eM, — IIPOM3HEC MyKYHWHA C BOJIHEHUEM, TIPOTSHYB TOCTIO
PYKY. 3eBC B OTBET OBRICTPO CXBATUJI €€, IPUTSAHYB KOMaHOUPa K cebe, MpoOuI ero HaCKBO3b KYJIaKOM.

— Kanutan! — npoxpudan ogus u3 corpynHukoB 1I.11.T.a u oTKpELT OTroHE 10 youiile. Haxopamuecs
1100/IM30CTH JIIOOY C KPUKaMU CTau pa3beraThCsi B pa3Hble CTOPOHEL. HEKOTOPHIX MTPOX0KUX
3a7leBajid Ouepeny U3 aBTOMaTOB. A yOuiilla nuins ynsibancs yrojakamu ry6. OTpacTus IUT, OH
CKPBUICA 3a 00/1aKOM IIBUIH.

ConpmaThl MPOIOIZKAIN CBOM, Ka3ajloCh OBl HEIIPEPHIBHEIN OTOHb, HAMEPEeBasiCh BCE Xe 3aJeTh 3eBca.
Ho, Bapyr, BEICTpENH IPEKPATUIIACh, BOLIAPUJIach TUILIKMHA, a acasbT IPeBPaTUIICS B IOJIe U3 TUJIb3.
BoeHHble TOYTH OMHOBPEMEHHO Hayalu Iepe3apsizkKaTh CBOE OpPyXKHUe.

— IupekTop ®biopu, HaM HyXKHO noakperienre! Kanurana Byina youna kakasi-To TBaph U3
KocMoca, — gpoxa, aresT U[.M.T.a neITancs gonoxkuTh 06CTaHOBKY.

TonbKO MOroBOPUB, Ha BOSK U3 TyMaHa BHIIIPHITHYJ HU KTO HHOM KaK Anekc Mepcep, HaunHasd
KPOMCaTh BCEX, KTO IIOMaaJcs MO er0 CMEPTOHOCHEIE KOT'TH.

— JupexTop ®vi0pH, BEI30BUTE NOJKPEIJIEHNE, B KOHIIe KOHLIOB! McTuTene, Koro yrogao! 9ty
TBapb Jaxe KpPyInHOKanuOepHble yau He OepyT, — 3aAbIXasich, OTCTPENUBAsACH U, yoeras, Kpuian B
KOMMYHHUKATOpP COJfarT.

3eBC Xe Iponosikaj pa3pydats Bcex areHTos I[.M.T.a Ha 9acTu, u BOT, OAOMPasICh K CBOUM
IIOCJIEHUM KePTBaM, er0 OTKUHYJI BEICTPEIT U3 PeIyIbCcopa, KOTOPHIM BHOBL CO30asl 06/1aK0 IIBIIH,
Melllalolllee PasrisgfeTh IPUIIesbla.

— XBaTUT UTPaThCs C 6€33aLUUTHEIMYU COJIIAaTaMU, IOCMOTPUM, Ha YTO TH CIIOCOOEH, — C
npenBKymeHreM npousHec Toru Ctapk. 3p4. [Tocne aTout Pppa3rl, Mepcep chemnan peBOK K
Kenesnomy YenoBeKy, 3aMaxuBasiCh CBOUMHU KyBaJIlaMH, HO, HEOXKHUOAHHO, KPAaCHO-CUHUH IITUT C
Oeroli 3Be3M0M B cepeiHe OTKUHYJ ero Ha apy MeTpoB oT CTapka.

— Cmacu60, HO 5T OBI ¥ CAM CIIPABHUJICS.



— Ia? A MHe Ka3aj0Ch, YTO BH cefuac ¢ HUM YJIETUTE B COCEIHUN HeO0CKPED.

Haunnasg BcTaBaTh, AJIEKC 3aMETHJI KakK B HETO JIETUT CTpeIlIa. JIoBKO YBEDHYBIINCH, OH IEPEXBATHUII
€e 3a JPEeBKO.

— ByM, — KpukHyn udnaneka KnuaTt bapToH, Korga cTpesna B30pBajach.

Ha ynuBneHue Bcex, OHa He OCTaBHJa Haxe IfapanuHbl Ha 6poHe 3eBca. 2Kene3Hwilt YenoBek Havam
npubnIuXKaThCs K ANEeKCy, TpeiBapUTEIbHO CTPEIAS 110 HeMy, HO 3afieTh HUKaK He MOIy4Yasioch U3-3a
mmTa 3eBca. M BOT, mpuOIM3UBIINCE Ha IOCTAaTOYHOE PACCTOSIHUE, YTOOB HaHECTU OOBIYHLIN yaap
TUTAHOBOM PYKOM, AJTeKC pe3Ko yOpas IUT U yIapuia IPUOIu3UBLIIET0Css MCTUTENS TakK, YTO Y
BTOPOTI'0 ITPOCTO-HAIIPOCTO CJIeTe] IyieM. BUmon3MeHUB PyKy B KJIMHOK, Mepcep IOoMbITancs fo0uTh
IIPOTUBHUKA, HO eMYy BHOBb ITOMeIIaa MooT. TyT XKe MOCHIIancs U PEB Xalka.

— «H CKOJBKO BacC TyT?» — CIPOCUIT y ceOs B TOJI0Be 3€eBC.

BrITssHYB pyKy, TOp XOTeJ BEepHYThH CBOE OpykHue 00paTHO, HO B HETO BIenmuiics Mepcep H,
ITPUOTU3UBINNACE K MCTHTEII0, OTIIPABUII €T0 B HOKAYT OJHUM YOAaPOM MBIIIEYHOW MaCCHI.
[MombITaBIIKCE CIIACTH CBOET0 6oromomo0Horo apyra, COKOJI MUIITh HAIOPOJICS Ha KOT'TH AJeKca.

— C3-3-3M! — mocneimancd Kpuk Ao BegbMel ¢ SBHEIMU HOTKaMU UCIIyra ¥ yxKaca.

— BaHpga, cMoxKellb cenaTh Iojie BOKPYT Hero? He mait eMy BeIOpaThcst OTTyHa! — mpukasan Kar.
— [IsTHMIA, BEI30BY BepoHUKY, TOX0XKe, Y HAC TYT 0COObIHM rOCTh, — €Jie BCTaBas, IIOnpPocuil TOHH.
— Yro-To emie, muctep Ctapk? — cnpocuna [IaTHuLa.

— [la, mo3soxu Poynu u Buxny.

Co3paB BOKpyT 3eBca none, Anas Bembma gymarna, 4YTO 3TO €70 OCTAHOBUT, HO OHa KaTaCTpohUu4eCKu
omrmbanach. JIuis OGHIM B3MaxoM KOTTel AneKc yOpas nIpensTCTBUeE U HakKuHyscsa Ha Kanurtana
AMepuKa, HO ITUT U3 BUOpPaHHyMa TaK JIETKO He IPOOUTh Haxke eMy.

JIoBKO mapupys BHIIAAbI IPOTUBHUKA, KMl ymaput ero muToM 1mo OpoHe, HO pe3yibTaTa Tak XKe He
OBLIO.

Bopyr Anekc 1mo4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO IO HOTAMHU YK€ HETY IIPUBLIYHOM OMOPHI, ¥ TYT XK€ YCIIbIIIa
TPOMKUY pEB mo3afgu. Ho, efiBa MogHsAB 3eBca Ha ITOJIMeTpa OT 3eMJIH, XaJIK ITOIYYnI MOLIHEIM yaap
PYKOM-MOJIOTOM C pa3BopoTa. OcBoGoaUBIIKChH, Mepcep cpa3y MepeKITIoYUIICS Ha 0 CUX 0P
JexKaBIIero Ha 3emiie Topa, HaMepeBasich JoOuTh ero. Ha myTu y Anekca BcTana YépHas Brosa,
KoTopas coOupasachk pa3o0paThCsi C HUM B GukHEM 0010, HO, OOUH Pa3 B3MaXHYB XJIICTOM, OH
pa3pyOun e€ Ha OBe YaCTH U OMHOBPEMEHHO «coxkpain». [Togoias K Topy, OH XOTeJ TaKXKe ero
MIOTJIOTUTH, HO B HETO TYT 2K€e IIONIETENN CTPEIHL.

Tonu CTapk B 9TO BpeMsi yx&e ObIIT TOTOB KO BTOPOMY payHAy. MOIIHBIM BEICTPEJIOM K3 Pelyibcopa
XankBbacTepa, OH 3acTaBuil Mepcepa o6paTuTh Ha ce0s1 BHUMAHUE, HO He IEPEKTIOYUTHCS HA HETO.
Ctpensl He 6biH TPOGIEMON 71t 6poHU AJleKca, a KT Kama mpocTo 0TCKaKuBas Ha3aj K CBOEMY
XO35UHY.

[IpeBpaTuB CBOM PYKU B OTPOMHEIE U OCTPHIE, KaK OPUTBa KOTTH, 3€BC HAayas pa3pydaTh 60ra rpoMa u
MOJITHUY Ha YaCTH, TEM CaMbIM TI0XKHUPasi ero.



YneHsl KOMaHAb «McCTUTENEN» OTPY3UINCE B IIy00Yallinii 0K IOC/ie YBUAEHHOT0, HO HEeHa[oJIro.
Kak Tonmbpko Anekc o0epHYJICs Ha3all, OH pa3riisnel podoTa pa3MepoM ¢ Xajika, KOTOPHEIY HECCS, a
TOYHee JieTeJl, IPsIMO Ha Hero. CpearupoBas, Mepcep nepenprrayil BepoHuKy, oCTaBisAs Clensl
KOI'Tel Ha 3agHel 4acTu XankbacTepa.

[TpeomoneB paccTosiHUE B HECKOJIBKO METPOB, 36BC BCTPETHUIICS C OONIBIUINM KYJIaKOM XaJiKa, KOTOPHIH
0TOPOCHII eT0 K coceqHeMy HeO0CKPEODyY. BiemuBImch B 3aHKUe, MyTaHT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO K HEMY
IPUIIETIUIOCH JINTIKOE BEIIeCTBO. ITO ObliIa MayTHHA.

— 4 Buxy, 6e3 Hac MCTUTeIN OOHOTO IIPOTUBHUKA ITOOEIUTh He MOTYT, — IIBITAJICS S3BUTH YeJI0BEK
[Tayk, npuliefuny B KOMIIaHUMU cBoeul KoMaHAwl: HoBel, 2Kene3noro Kynaka, benou Turpuiisl,
Cumnaya, AreHta BeHOMa U OpyTrux.

— IToBeps, [Tay4oK, 13-3a 9TOr0 Bpara Ml JIUIIUINCE Y2Ke TPOUX MCTUTEJIeH, OOuH U3 KOTOPHIX Top,
— 00pgcuun uM Kar.

— HyXHo aTakoBaTh €T0 BCeM BMeCTe, 10 OIMHOYKEe OH HAC Kak KJIOTOB pacKHUJaeT, — CKa3al
Coxkomnuubf ['nas.

— Pe0sT, OKpyKHUTE ero U aTaKyuTe BCe BMeCTe, — Ipou3Hec TKad.

OcBoboguBiuck u3 nayTuHbl YenoBeka [1ayka, Anekc yman Ha 3eMJTi0 U Habmoman UCIoaio0bs, Kak
€r0 OKPYZKUIIA TOJIbKO YTO MPUOLIBIIKE CYIIEPTEPOH.

— Yero xkpneTe? — mpormunes Mepcep, Apa3Hs CBOUX IIPOTUBHUKOB. Cpa3y XkKe I0ocjie 9TUX CJI0B Ha
HEro HaKMHYNUCh U McTuTenu, U KoMaHzaa [layka.

— A MHe 4TO menaTh? — CIPOCUI TOMIICOH.

— Ilpukpou Hac, — otBetun [Tapkep. HeoxumaHHO {711 BCeX, 3eMJISI Hadalla OPOXKaTh, ¥ MOCIIETHEE,
YTO BUMEIN MCTHTENN — 3TO Kak II0 TeJly 3eBca IlepeuBaachk ero 6umomacca.

[Tutep u ®net, cTos Ha KPHIIIe 30aHusI, HAOIIOOaNMM 3a TeM Kak geBacTaTop Anmekca Mepcepa
yOHBasI U MOTJIOIAJ UX APY3€i.

[Tocne Toro, KaK HEUCYUCIUMOe KOJIMYeCTBO 1IyTaiel] BEPHYIUCh K cBoeMy xo3auny, [Tutep ITapkep
yBU[ETI, YTO KPOME TOT'O YeJIOBEKa B KAIIOIIOHEe HUKOTO HEeT. Aylekc Mepcep, MOTTIOTUB BCEX,
TIOJIyYHJI HEMAJIO HOBBLIX CIIOCOOHOCTEH, K ero 6poHe no6aBUIUCh PENyIbCOPH, Tpeodpa30BaTesb U
eII1€ MHOT'0 KPYTHIX IITyYEK.

— Her..! — 3akpuuan ITayk. — Otmait MHe ero ctoga! — ITayk cxBaTun ®ellla ¥ IHITasiCh 3a0paTh
ero cuMm6uot cebe. Cum6uoT cron3an ¢ TomrcoHa, mepebupasich K CBOEMY HOBOMY HOCUTEJTIO.
OO6na4yé€HHBIN B YEPHBEIN KOCTIOM, YenoBek [layk 1€ HaBCTpedy K yOuiile ero opy3ei. BrBmIui
areHT BeHoM TeM BpeMeHeM y0ezKall C KPHIIIH.

— Xax, Yenosek ITayk. M 4To Ke TH caesnaeb? JIyuine 6ery, moka 1maHC JaioT, — U3Mal IPOTUBHEIN
cMeniok Mepcep. [Togoasa o4ty BIJIOTHYIO K IPOTUBHUKY, AJIEKC IOMBITAICA YOapPUTh KOTTSIMHI
[Tapkepa, HO TOT JIOBKO YBEPHYJICS, TIHYB €TI0 B KUBOT.

— Korpga THI y2XKe 3aMOTYUIIb? — CIIPOCHUII C OOJIBIION HEHABUCTHIO B rooce Tkay B YEPHOM.
BrimycTus naytuny, [Iutep ogHOBPEeMEHHO 3aTKHYI POT Mepcepy U MOATSAHYT ero K cebe [y emle
OJHOTO yHapa. AJieKc Xe MOIBITa/ICS ero XOTs OBl 3a[leTh, HO BCE OBLIO TIIETHO — IayK JIOBKO
yBOpa4yuBaJICsa OT yoapoB youtisl. CeKyHIOM 1m0o33Ke, Co CTOPoHb! [Tapkepa mociefoBan ynap Takoi



CHUJIBI, KOTOPBIM 3aCTaBUII 3€BCa yIacTh Ha 3eMJIi0. [lepxka ycukaMu cuMOuoTa pyku Anekca, ITayk
HAHOCHUJI €My MOILIHbEIE YOApHl 110 OpoHe, B KOTOPYI0 AJleKc ycmen 06aunThes. Ilapkep 6um ero 6e3
OCTaHOBKH, XKejasd cMepTu 3eBcy. OH IBITalCs BEIKUHYTh U3 TOJIOBH cjioBa [Isau bena. Ha ero
r7a3ax 3a [lapy MrHOBEHHUY MOTU6IIH eTo [ApPy3bs, BCe, KTO OB eMy J0pOoT.

OpmuH 13 yIapoB 0Ka3asiCs TAaKOM CHUJIBI, YTO OCTABUJ TPEIUMHY Ha OpoHe Anekca. YCuku cuMOuoTa
Melanyd Mepcepy CONMPOTUBIIATLCS, OH He MOT UX HOCTAaTh KOT'TSIMU WU KIMHKOM, faXke He
II0JTy4asioCh BEICTPENIUTh U3 ITpeoOpa3oBaTesis u3-3a O0IbIIOr0 KOJMYeCcTBa MOBPEeXKAEHUN Ha ero
OpoHe.

C kaxpmpiM ymapoM Anekc Mepcep BXOOuI B 3eMJTI0 Ha MIWIIUMeTpP. Ho BCE Ke, cuMOUOT He CMOT
[OJTo COep:kaTh PYKU 3eBca, ¥ TOT OJI0KMpPOBal odyepenHou yaap [luTepa, coenas BeIaf B OTBET C
TaKOM cuioi, 4To TKay mpoTapaHusl cob6oi nBa HeGoCKpeda.

[Tayk o6eccumien 3a MTHOBEHHUE, HO, K CYACThi0, YEPHBIHM KOCTIOM ITO3BOJISITI BOCCTAaHABIUBATHCS
OricTpee 0OBIYHOTO.

BribexkaBInmii u3 3maHus, Oeln 3aMeTHIT TOTHUMAIONIErocs AjleKca, CXBaTU/I KaMHM ¥ Hadal
OpocaTth UX B HETO.

OOGepHYBIIKCH, ATIEKC XJIBICTOM ITPOTKHY HAaCKBO3b OeMHOT0 napHs. [1ayk, TeM BpeMEHEM,
3alleTuICs MayTHHOM 3a [IBa KOHIIA Pa3PYIIAIOIIeCs CTEHB ¥ BEICTPEIHII CO00M M3 MayTUHHON
poraTtku. Ha 6ombiioi ckopocT ¥ TKaua moyry4unoch oTopocuTs Mepcepa B OIUKaUIIME Mara3uH.
[Tocne, ITuTep Havas AeTaNbHO BITISOLIBATLCS TYHa, Kyga OTOPOCUIIO ero MIPOTUBHUKA, [TI0KA OH He
yCIbIIIan g0 60511 3HaKOMBIM €My T0J10C.

— IMuTep, moMoru MHe, ToXkasny#cra! — 370 61 rosioc bemoit TUTpULIb, JOHOCSIITUICS U3 TOTO
camoro MarasuHa. [Tocie 3Toi ppa3sl CHMOMOT Hayall CIIOJI3aTh C Teja CBOEr0 HOCUTES, a caM
Yenorek [Tayk mobexkas K TOMy Mara3uny. [layube 4yThE opajio, Kak OemieHoe, HO [TayKy OBLIO BCE
paBHO. OH NHIIL XOTEJT YBUAETH CBOIO 00eBYI0 MompyTy einé pas. [lo0exkaB no 3ganus, [lutep
3aMeTHsI KaK OTTy/Ia BBHIIIOI3aeT JEeBYIIKa B 3HAKOMOM eMy KoCcTioMe 6ejoro Turpa.

— 9Ba, — 3akpuyan [Tutep, cpa3y, KaK TOJILKO YIOCTOBEPHUIICS, YTO 3TO OHA.

YBupmes coero numepa, benas Turpuiia Opocuack K HeMy U 00HSIJIA ero.

— Bceé OymeT xopoiro, obemao. I'me 0H? — BCTpeBOKEHHO crpocu I[Tapkep.

— OH 3pech, — Turpwuila moka3eBajia eMy CBOIO PYKY, II0 KOTOPOH IepeuBaaach OuomMacca.
— 4d... 1 yTo-Hubynp nmpugyMalo, obelrao, — ycrmokausas IBy Tkad.

— A ugTo Oygmet ¢ Tob6oi? — cmpocuna benas Turpura.

— B cMmeIcTie... — mocie 3TOro ¢oBa, [IuTep TyT XKe OYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK €ro pa3prlBaloT Ha YacTH.
3eBc moroiman ITutepa ITapkepa ¢ ynbIOKOM Ha JUIE IBHL.

[TepeBOMIOTUBILKCE B CBOW NepBhI 067K, Mepcep nonyuun [Tayuyse YyThé U OpraHUdecKyo
naytuny BMecto Beb-Illyrepos Yenoseka [1ayka.

— [Topa mocTaThb uX, — CKa3a caMm cebe 3eBC.
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