Ecnu rpaduHs IOMpoOCUT MeHS CHaThCsS B 00MeH Ha XKu3Hb Copuu, TO MHE TPUAETCS OPOCUTH ee U
0exaTh, Kak OBl MHe He OBIJIO ee XKaJlb.

Ecnu GBI Ha KOHY CTOsIIa TOJIBKO MOSI JKM3Hb, TOTIA S MOTJIa OBl ITO3BOJIUTH Ce0si OMMaTh, YTOOH
OOXKOATh MOAXOOSIIel BO3MOXKHOCTH Ijis mobera. Ho K 3ToMy meny uMeeT OTHOIIEHUS OTPSI
Oco6oro Ha3HAUYeHHUs, ¥ BO3MOXKHO [axKe UMIIepaTOpPCcKas ceMbs. HeT, ecnu BCHOMHUTEL KOHTPAKT C
KOpOJIeM IEMOHOB, 3[IeCh 3aMelllaH ellle U xpaM. Ecnu MeHs moiMaloT, 3TO MOXKET JOCTaBUTH ellle
Oonbiie mpobiieM, a y Hac ¥ TakK WX BHIIIE TOJI0BH. OpTIleH HEOJHOKPATHO TOBOPUJI MHE, YTOOH g He
IpeANnprHYMalia HU4ero B OOWHOYKY. MHe xkanb Cumny, TakXke Kak ¥ Mo goporyio Coduio, HO
faxe B Xy[IIeM Ccllydae MOe OKOHYaTeIbHOE PEIIeHNe 0CTAaeTCs HEU3MEHHBIM — S IOJIXKHa c6exkaTb
0TCIOZa.

HecMmoTps Ha cBoit ucnyr, Codusi mponosxKana 6ecriokouThcsi 060 MHe. Korga s yBumena ee
B3BOJIHOBAHHHIN B3TJISAM, MHE IT0Ka3ajI0Ch, YTO MO€E CEPJlle APOTHYJIO... HO 3TO K jIy4iieMy. 51 cHOBa
B3[IOXHYJIAa ¥ ITOCMOTPeJia Ha rpaduHI0, KOTopas cerdac ynbibanach MHe. Eciyu 4To-TO IOUOET He Tak,
s HEIIPEMEHHO OTOMIIY. { moTy4Ynsia BTOPYIO XKU3Hb 3a CUET KU3HU IpexkHer CUIIIH, T03TOMY Ha
MOUX IIJIeYax JexKalo TIxkeoe OpeMs.

— I'padunsa Sdepus.

C aroro moMmeHTa s Oosibllie He Oynoy Ha3kBaTh ee "Mauexoit". HeBaxHO, oTIrycTUT oHa Coduio 1menoun
Y HEBPEIUMOM, UK HET, MOU OTHOIIEHUS C CeEMbeM rpada Idepus Tenepb OKOHYATENTHHO ITOPBaHHI.
Teneps Bce oHYU, U rpaduHs B 0COOEHHOCTH — MOH Bparu. [1oaTomMy y MeHs G0Jbllle HET IPUYKH
OTHOCHTBCS K HeM KakK K CBOeH Mauexe U3 yBaxKeHus K npexHen Cuiie. Y HUX BCe PABHO He GBIIIO
HACTOSIIIUX OTHOLIEHUY MaTePH U OOYEPH.

— Yt0 370 3a TOH?!
YcnrpiaB Mo# XOJIORHBIM TOJI0C, Tpa(uHs IPUILypuia CBOU Tila3a.

— 4 pa3psiBaio NM00be POICTBEHHEIE CBI3U MEXKAY HaMU, II09TOMY MHE CJIefyeT U3MEeHUTh CII0Co0
oOpateHus K Tebe. X0Td MBI C CaMOT0 Hadasia He OBIJIM CBSI3aHBI KDOBHBIMU Y3aMH.

— Cunna, THL!..

— Ckaxy KopoTKo. Ecnu TuI certdac xe oTnycTtuinb Coduio, s He CTaHy BCe YCIIOKHATh U YUY TUXO.
Yronok ry6 rpadunu crerka gepHyJICs, U OHa 3JI0Bellle YILIOHYach.

— A ecnu 9 0TKaXyCh?

— IToka y MeHSI HeIOCTaTOYHO cuJ, 4YT0OHI crtactu Coduio u 00ecreyuTs e 6€30IaCHOCTb, TO3TOMY
MHEe IpPUAeTCs 3a0bITh 00 3TOM.

— Yro?..
¢ mpucTanbHO yCcTaBUIaCh Ha rpaduHio, He rsans Ha Codwuio.

— I'paduns, mpoury 3aTOMHUTH, YTO €CJIM THI XOTh ITajIblleM TPOHEID ee, Tebe yxKe He yIacTCs B
TIOKO€ 1 yI0OCTBE MPOXKUTH OCTATOK CBOMX AHel. KnsaHyck umeneM Borunu, 4To 3acTaBiio Te0s
UCIBEITEIBATh TAaKOM XKe CTpax, KaKOM YyBCTBYET 3arHAaHHBIN 3B€Pb, KOTOPOTO MIPECIeNyeT OXOTHUK,
TI0KA Thl He UCIYCTUILD IIOCTIEOHUN B3[I0X.



B sTOoM He ObIJI0 HUYEro c0xkHOT0. Hu KeliH, Hu OBOoe MYyKYHMH B MacKax He CIIyXKUJIU rpaduHe Ha
TIOCTOSIHHOM OCHOBe. [IpyrUMHU CJTOBAMM, OHU HE CMOTYT OCTABaThCS PSIIOM C Hel KPYTJibie CYyTKH,
yTOOBI 3aIIKIIATh ee. B ux oTCyTCTBUE ee OyIyT OXPaHSATh TOIBKO MeJIKKe phIbemku. YToOk!
ogo0paThCs K TpaduHe, ST CMOTY C JIETKOCTHIO TPOKPACTHCS MUMO HUX He3aMeUeHHOU UK
pas3menaThCs C HUMM, CMOTPS YTO MHE ITOKaxeTcs 6oee mogxoosumM. IT0CKOIBKY Tak BBHIIIIO, YTO S5
IIOCPOYHO BHIIIIIA B OTCTABKY, y MeHs 00jiee 4eM JOCTAaTOYHO BpeMeHH, YTOOH IpeciieloBaTh ee U
TIOPTUTH e¥ XKU3Hb. ECITH OHa He MOCIUT TP HOYH MOAPS, ee MpeKpacHas Koxa OBICTPO YBSIHET.
Iaxe ecnu oHa He GOUTCSI CMEPTH, TO S BIIOJIHE MOTY Pa30K yIapUTh ee 10 TOJI0BE, a 3aTeM
MEIIeHHO CXKaTh 1Iet0. ITO GAaKTUYECKHU TO JKe caMoe, UTO U MHITKA.

— Kakue y Te0st cTpalIHbe yrpo3H.
['paduHs BCTpeTHIach CO MHOU B3rIsiAoM, GEIPKHYIA U PacCMesIach.
— Ho ecmu T fomna g0 yrpo3, 3TO 03HAYaeT, YTO 3Ta TOPHUYHAS OUeHb Jopora Tebe.

— Ecnu 651 oHa He OBlTa [opora MHE, TO S Cpa3y XKe yiia Obl, He TpaTs BpeMs Ha IyCThie Pa3TOBOPEI
C TOOOH.

Ho ecnu 611 51 Tak noctynuna, Codus Ovina Ol yke MepTBa. ['paduusa HUKOrAa OBl HE OTIYCTUIIA
Coduro HEBpeIMMOH, Belb el ObIJI0 U3BECTHO, YTO OHA BCTajla Ha MOI0 CTOPOHY. Pa3Be oHa Moria
CKa3aTb 4T0-TO Bpope: "Ox, HeT. Tkl coBepIIeHHO Oecrione3Ha B Ka4eCTBe 3aJI0KHUIIEL. JKajb, 4To 5
CXBaTHUja MeHsI, THl MHe 0OJIbIlle He HyKHA'"?

TonpKo 3amyruBas ee u yrpoxas, s Morila noMmoub Copuu MOBHICUTH IIAHCH Ha BHIXKMBAHUE...
npuMepHO Ha 1% UM YTO-TO BPOJe 3TOro. B poMaHax OMMCHBAIUCH CUTYAIlMH, KOTIa 3aJI0KHUKHU
oOpeTanu CBOI CBOOOMY, YCIIEITHO 3arOBOPUB 3yOHI IIJIOXOMY MTapHIO, HO C 3TOM KEeHIIUHON TaKOon
HOMeD He TpolineT. KpoMe Toro, y MeHs He ObIJIO TAKUX CIIOCOOHOCTEH, ja ¥ B ONMHOYKY MHE OBII0
05l TpymHO cractu Coduto. Ecnu OB TOJBKO ITPU MHE OBITIO €lrle OBOE JItofel, OMUH U3 HUX MOT OBl
OTBJIeYb BHHMaHUeE Ha ce0s, a BTOPOM ITO-TUXOMY CIIacTH 3ayioxkHuIYy. Ho, K coxkaneHuo, s 30ech
coBceM ofiHa. [laxke B CBOeM IIpeKHEeM TeJjie MHe ObIJI0 Okl 04eHb CJI0KHO crnacTu Coduio Tak, 4YTOOH
OHa He ToCTpajana.

"HykHO0 OBLJIO HACTOSITh, YTOOBI CO MHOM TIOLIENT KanuTaH [[XKymuyc".

JTromu, KoTopkie mepxkanu Coduio, ObUIM 00BIYHBIME CITyraMu. [103TOMY maxe eciii OBl BMECTO
KamuTaHa [[XKynuyca MHe ITOMOoraJt Jiio00¥ OIBITHLIHM phIllaphk U3 oTpsifa Oco0oro Ha3HAYEHUS, 5
BITOJTHE MOTJIa Okl onrpo0oBaTh CBOM mnaH. bpocus B3rsag Ha Coduio, s HEITPOU3BOJIBHO CTIIOTHYIIA.
Ee Gonbinve 3amiakaHHbe TJla3a CMOTPEJIH MIPAMO Ha MeHs. Ee ManieHbKHe I'yOBl APOTHYTIH, U OHA,
HaKOHeI], CKa3aJa:

— 4 B mopsAgKe, MUCC...

Kak Toneko s yBUfENA €€ TaKOH, Y MeHS COaBUIIO B IpyAu. MHe CTano HaCTOIBKO OYPHO, YTO 3TO
BBIOMTI0 MeHs U3 Koneu. OHa BOBCe He JI0IKHa ObITh TaKOW TeprenuBoil. Eil He HyKHO OBIIO
COepKuBaTh CTpax. TOT, y KOTO ceiidac BCe B IOpsiAKe — 3TO 5, a He Codusi. BoT mouemMy Thl MOKEITh
TJTaKaTh WK TTedanuThesi. Tebe TPUXOAUTCS MPOXOAUTh Yepe3 BCe 3TO U3-3a MeHs. Thl MOXKeIllb
BUHUTH U HEHABUETh MEeHS, 1 9TO 3acilyxkuiia. Huuero cTpamHoro, eciu Tel CTaHelllb YMOJIATh MEHS
0 CTIaCeHMU UM pPyraTh. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, g faXe He MOTy Tebe moMoub. BoT mouemy, Codusi...

— IlpocTnu.

— OHa cnerka KHWBHYIJIA TOJIOBOM. Fpa(bI/IHH XOJIOOHO IIPHUITYyPHUIaCh, HO IIOKa €Ille He IIbITaJIaCh



HaBPEeOUuThb CO(I)I/II/I BmecTo 3TOr0 OHA OKJIMKHYJIa MEHS YpEe3MEPHO HEXKHBIM I'OJIOCOM, U 3TO
BHE3dllHOE€ USMEHEHHUE B €€ OTHOLIEHUH, II0OKA3aJI0OChk OY€Hb CTPAHHBIM.

— 4 HuKoOrOa He COﬁI/IpaHaCB BpEOUTH KOMY-TO CTOJIb BAa2KHOMY [JId Tebs. Hoquy ObLI HaM He
YCHOKOI/ITI:CFI? MEI MOKEM IIPOCTO IIOTOBOPHUTE.

— Tal otnycTumb Coduto unu Het? Tebe BCEro NMUIIL HYXKHO CAeIaTh CBOM BEIOOD, rpaduus Idepus.
MHe He HyKHBH JOJITHe Pa3roBOPHL C TOOOM. YCIbillaB MOM OTBET, TpaduHs CHOBa CKpPUBHIIA POT.

— Ecnu 51 oTnyuny ee, TH cpa3y ke yupemrs. He 6ynb Takol, aBali cHadasa BOMAEM B OoM. 7
KJITHYCh, YTO HUYEro He CcHejlalo0 TBOeW TOPHUYHOM.

— Thl cobupaenbcsi CHOBA MOIIUTh MHE B Yall KaKOe-TO 3eJibe?

— [ToueMy THI Bce BpeMsi 0OBUHSEIL MEHS? ITO BCETo JIUIIbL HefopasyMenue. Cumna, orpsig Ocoboro
Ha3HayeHus oOMaHBIBaeT Tebs!

MEICTIEHHO Y MeHs BO3HUKIIO XKeJlaHWe CIIPOCUTH V Hee, MOXKHO JIM CUUTaTh Helopa3yMeHUeM TO, 4YTO
MeHS UCII0JIb30BaIM B KAYeCTBE KEPTBH KOPOJII0 eMOHOB. MHe ObII0 y2KacHO JTI000IBITHO, KaKoe
onpaBfaHue MPUAYMaeT 3Ta XKeHIIWHa. BOT TOJIBKO, K COXKaJIEHHUIO, 31eCh OBIIO0 CITUIIKOM MHOTO
JUIIHUX yiied. B 9To BpeMsi, g clierka MOfHsIa BBEPX OCTPHE CBOET0 Meya, KOTOPHIH [iepxKaa B

pyke.

Ecnu g Kak cjedyeT Halyralo ee CBOMMM yTpo3aMHy, a 3aTeM cpa3y cOery, Bo3amMoxHO Codus He
ympeT. Ecnu rpadvHe He ymacTcsl cefiuac OCTaHOBUTH MEHS, OHA MOXKeT 0CTaBUTh COGUI0 B KUBEIX,
yTOOB CHOBA MCIIOIh30BATh €€ KaK MPUMaHKYy. [ paduHsT — 04eHb IPaKTUYHAS TIMYHOCTh, KOTOpPAs
PYKOBOJICTBYETCS JIOTUKOM, & He YyBCTBAMH.

"MoxkeT HalocnenoK MHe KpUKHYTh CoGuH, YTO 5 HEIPEMEHHO BEPHYCh, UTOOH ee cacTu?"

Ecnu 51 mooGe1ato, 4TO BEPHYCh 3a Hel, To rpaduHS HaBepHSIKa COXPAHUT el XKU3Hb. 1 mogHsIa
CBOM MeY U HallpaBUJla ero Ha rpauHIo, pa3MBIIUISASA Ha TeM, KaKue ClI0Ba MpPou3HecTH. Ho B 3TOT
MOMEHT 5 BHE3aIllHO 3aMeTHuJ1a TUX0 ABUXKYILIYIOCS QUTYDY.

ITUM 4eI0BeKOM OBII He KTO MHOHU, Kak Kern Caiinax.
— I'padunsa Sdepus...

4 npou3Heca HeCKOJIbKO CJIOB, U30 BCeX CUJI CTapasiCh He CIIeQUTH IJla3aMu 3a ero IBUKEHUSIMU.
[IpoknsaTee! UTO OH OBITAETCS COenaTh? f 3aHepBHUYANA M MO€ TeJI0 HalpPATrIock. IIpu aToM Mos
MHTYUIMS TTOfICKa3kiBajla MHEe, YTO MHe HYKHO ITI0CTapaThCs CHelaTh Tak, YTOOH ero neriCTBUs
oCTanucCh He3aMedeHHbIMU. CyZsl 110 HallpaBeHU0, B KOTOPOM OH OBUTAJICS, BPSA[ JIX OH COOMpaeTCs
HaIacTh Ha MeHs. Ho He MoXKeT Takoro ObITh, YTOOLI OH COOMPAJICS MHE TIOMOYb, BEPHO?

— f HUKOr[a He OTCTYIUIIO.

['paduHs BHITNIANeNa OYeHb B3BOJIHOBAHHOU TEeMH CJI0BaMHU, KOTOphIe 1 HEBO3MYTHMO IIPOU3HECa.
— Bepno. He crout y6erats. JIyuine OyfeT IPUUTH K COTJIAIlIeHHIO.

— MHe Xaib, 4TO 5 pexe cOexarna.

— Ho Temeps T BepHYJach, IO3TOMY HeJlb3s 00JIbIlle TOBOPUTE, UTO TH yOerana. K Tomy xke, Teneps



THI, II0X0Ke, O0JIblIIe He X04elllb TaK II0CTYIaTh.
— Yro g x04y cenyac, 370...

HeT, Hexopomto. {1 mouTtu mpobosnTanack. ITociie Toro, Kak s MpuBeJia CBOM MBICITH B TIOPSIIOK U
coOpasiack IPOIOJIKUTEL Pa3roBop...

— A-aa!
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