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[Toka gOKTOp OTIpaBUJICA 3a BelllaMU, I He YIIYCTUJI BOSMOXKHOCTb IOCMOTPETh Ha CTOIUILY.
BRITTITHYB B OKHO, pa3yMeeTCsi, MHE OTKPBIJICS BU[ ITOJHBIM TEMHOTH HOYX. OuepTaHUs TOMOB OBITH
eIBa Pa3IMYUMBI, YTO HAXOOUIOCh BHU3Y TaKxke ObIIO He pasrisaaeTs. Ho roe-To Boameke OblTu
CITBIIIIHEI KPUKHM JTI0feil. bombiioe KOMU4eCTBO TPOMKHX T'OJI0COB UCXOOUIIN U3 €IUHCTBEHHOI'0 MECTa,
KOTOpPOEe HOYb He CMOTJIa IOTJIOTUTh CBOEX ThMOIK. Y3KHUi Iy4 CBeTa, Ka3aBIUINKCS TaKUM, BUAMMO,
13-32 MOET0 MEeCTOII0JIOKEeHUS ¥ YOaTeHHOCTH, 01 BEICOKO B He0O, Te yKe Hadyalld MOSBISATHCS
YyepHBIe 3aBUXPEHUs. S HEBOJILHO HANPSATCS, IPEKPACHO 3Has YTO MOSIBIISIETCS U3 9TUX 3aBUXPEHUN
unyu oeip. Ho Takoe KOMM4YecTBO ST BUeNT BiepBele. I10YTH BCST OCBelleHHast YacTh Heba pa3phiBanach
YepHBIMU 3aBUXPEHUSIMH, CJIIOBHO KagHO IOTJIOMIABIIUMY CBET. CEeKyHIbI CIIyCTS Hadajld MOSBISTHCS
6onbire, TOUHO GOJIbIlIe HECKOJIBKUX METPOB B BHICOTY, CTONOB. HeT, ckopee KoJbsi. MHe IIPUIIIIOCH
COAThCA B IIOMBITKAX MOCUUTATh UX KOJIMYECTBO, HO 5 IOYTH YBEPEH, YTO OKOJIO MSATH COTEH, a TO U
OonbIlle, YUCTUIBIIUKOB BOT-BOT PYXHYT Ha 3TOT rOPoA. B Moeli roioBe MTHOBEHHO BCILJIBLIO
n300pakeHre YePHOTO KPECTa, SIBIISIBIIETOCS XPaHUIIUIIIEM «4E€PHOU HOUM», HO 00BEs B3TTIIIOM
c1ab00CBeIIeHHYI0 KOMHATY, HaliTh Moel OPOHHU He yHanoch. PyKu HEBOIBHO 3afpoxainu. [laxe
HECMOTPS Ha MOYTHUTEIbHOE PACCTOSTHUE OT MeCTa IMafdeHus, YUCTUIIBIIUKY OLICTPO Clofa no0epyTcs,
a s 3JIeMeHTapHO He CMOTY 3allUTUThCA. — ['Ie «yepHasd HOub»? UepT.— O-0-0! — U3 coceguen
TasiaThl BHIPBasICs BO30YXKAeHHBINM KPUK.d moMopiuics. YTo-To oHU O0JIbHO CIIOKOMHEBIE, Jaxke
pPagoCTHEIE, I TeX, KTO CKOPo OyzeT... XoTen OBIJI0 JOAyMaTh 4O KOHIIQ, HO PEB, 3a/I0KUBIINI MHE
yIII¥, IIOMIPOCTY He [ajl 9TOro caenaTh. Haxomsach Ha pacCTOSHUYM, HAaBEPHOE, KAUJIOMETPOB [ECATH Haf
3eMiiel, 60NTBIIMHCTBO YMCTUIIBIIUKOB ITOJIOMAIKCh CJIOBHO BO3MAYIIHbIE IIAPUKK. Ta He3HAUYUTeIbHAas
YacTh, CyMeBIIas u36exkaTh TaKOM y4aCTH, yCIesla OIYCTUTCS ellle KUJIIOMETPOB Ha 6-7, mpexie 4yeM
TaK e JIONMHYTh. 1 3TOMy BHOBB IIpPeAIIeCcTBOBal peB. VX OyATO M3 KAKUX-TO ITYCKOBBEIX YCTAHOBOK
oOcTpenuBany. Ho HU CHapsoOB, HU 3ByKa CTOJIKHOBEHUS CJIBIIIHO He OblsI0. BriepBrie MHE IOBENIOCH
YBUOETh TAKOE KOJTMYECTBO YHCTHUIBIINKOB, BIEPBBIE «HOYb YMCTUIIBIIAKOB» 3aKOHYUIIACh HE YCIIEB
naxe HayaTbhCs. Teneph BOCTOPKEHHBIE KPUKK U3 COCEOHUX ITajlaT He Ka3aliucCh MHEe TaKUMU YK
HeoOOCHOBAHHKIMU. [TOHSITHO ITOYEMY JOKTOP 3asBUJI O Ipa3nHecTBe. OH 3apaHee 3HAJ Pe3y/IbTarT.
Ho kTo0 Ha Takoe crnocober?— O, OHM yKe 3aKOHUMIM. f Ipuilen ¢ ogexmoi. [lepeoneHbes MOKa, a A
IIOMIy YCMUPIO U3JUIITHE BO30YIUBILIKNXCS OT OUuepenHou 1mobenbl, — mepenan 00JbIIO0i MaKeT
Pas3HOro pofia Belle, JOKTOP BHOBb HcUe3 B Kopunope.— Hazeioch, OH He IpuAeT B cebs moka 51 0yny
IepeoneBaThCsi, — IIOCMOTPEB Ha MUPHO II0CAILIBABIIET0 IOMOIIHKUKA, OYPKHYIT s.HacKOpo BHIIOKUB
BCe BelllM U3 [TaKeTa, MHEe IIPUIIJIOCh B HUX OYeHb BHUMAaTEIbHO BrIISObIBATHCS U3-3a HEOOCTAaTOYHOU
OCBEIIeHHOCTH ITaJlaThl, K KOTOPOM M00aBJIsII0Ch MOe yKe COBCeM HUKYMOBIIIHOe 3peHue. BeiOpaB uTo-
TO, Bpope Obl, Toaxofsinee, s IPUHSICS ofeBaThcsi. CHIB ¢ ce6s1 O0bHUYHYIO «HOYHYIIKY», 51 C
3aMHUpaHUEeM CepAlla OIMYyCTHJII B3TJISAM BHU3, HO TaM OBIJIO BCe B MOJTHOM TopsfKe. [I0KomaBIIKCh B
IIaKeTe ellle HECKOIbKO MUHYT, HUYETo MOX0XKero Ha HUuXHee 6enbe 00HapyKeHo He Ob1o. [la yxK
Jyd4lie TOIbKO B OOHUX TPyCaxX pacXakuBaTh Hexkenu 6e3 HUX BoBce. HO HMYEro momesnaTth s C 3TUM
He Mor.— [IpupmeTcs COIPOCUTH ¥ MOKTOpPA, — 3aK/IIOYMII 51, HameBas GyT6onky.— [JOKTOp, 5
BepHynach...Koneuno. d oueHsb pap. Pap 9ToM HeByIIKe, UTO Tak 3a00TUTCS 000 MHe U flaxke
IIpuHecia HuXHee Oefnbe, HO... Ha MHe Befib ceiiyac TonbKo GyTOO0IKa, faxe He onylleHHas [0
KOHIIa, Ha KYIIEeTKe JIEXKUT U CONUT MYXKHUK, a B IIATH MeTpax IIepefio MHOU CTOUT OeBYIIKa C
YOUBIEHHBIM JINIIOM U CBeXKEHbKMMU CEMEVHMKaMu B pyKax. KapTuHa Macnom. He 3Hato, 4TO
YyBCTBYeT OHa, HO MHe KaK-TO CTajo COBceM He 10 cebe. ITo KpaliHel Mepe, IPUKPHIBATHCS I HE
CTaJl, TakK Kak, Bpofie Obl, CTOSJI 3a KYIIETKOW U TaM MaJio 4ero 61710 BUAHO. [a ¥ BooO1le, MHE
CTECHATHCS Hedero. ToJbKOo BOT. { ycnwiman cMemok. O4yeHb, 04€Hb IOJ03PUTEIbHO €XUIHBIN
cMemIoK.— YT0? — s MOMBITAJICS CKa3aTh 9TO TAKUM allaTHYHLIM TOHOM, HACKOJIBKO 9TO BOOOIIIe OBIIIO
BO3MOXKHO.— A? IIpocTH, s He 3Hala, YTO TH yKe npuien B ce0s. [a elle Takas CUTyallUs...—
Kakas cutyanusi? — 4T0-TO C anaTUYHOCTHIO MOILIO HE TaK U 5 Mepellen Ha TIylble PUTOPUYECKUe
BOIIPOCHL.— A... Xa-Xa, Hy, 1afHo, 1 nouny, noxanyi.— 3? A! CToH, a TpyCh?! — alaTUYHOCTH Kak
PYKO¥ CHSIJIO, CTOUJIO JKeJTaHHOMY HUXKHeMy 0eflbi0 CKPHIThCS U3 BULy.— OMf, TOUHO, — OeBYIIKa



BHOBB II0SIBUJIACh Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEeKYHJ, BHOBb U3[laB CMEIIOK, HO Ha 3TOT pPa3 ee JIUIO0 ObIIO0
KaMeHHBIM.CJienlaB napy 1IaroB B MO0 CTOPOHY, AEBYIIIKA YCMEXHYJach ellle HeCKOJIbKO pa3. OTO yKe
HayvaJjo MepPexoiuTh B UCTEPUKY. Bce-Taku coepzKaB IOACTYIaBUINN CMeX, OHa Gpocuia MHe
CEeMEeNHUKH, KOTOPHIE S C JIETKOCTHIO MmorMas. CTOMIIO MHE IOTIBITAThCSI OTKPHITh POT, YTOOH
0TOaroflapuTh [EeBYIIKY, OOUH COMSIINAY TOMOIIHUK JOKTOpPa Pe3K0 OTKPHII r'na3a. Ero romnosa
Me[JIEHHO ITI0BEPHYJIach B MO CTOPOHY. OCMOTpPEB MEHS C HOT [0 TOJIOBEL, OH IIPLICHYJI U CKa3al:—
TBoe x0601?Mos1 HeEMe[JIeHHO 0OKa3ajlach Ha OIHOM M3 HOXKEK KYIIeTKN, MTHOBEHHO CJIOMaB ee.
[TOMOIITHUK TYT Ke IIJIETTHYJICS Ha I10JI, IIPOTSIKHO 3aCTOHAB. [IeBYIIKY yKe 37[eCh He OBIIO, HO ST MOT
CJIBIIIATh €€ HEey[epKUMBIM X0X0T U3 Kopuaopa. C Opyrou xe ero CTOPOHH! 3allle]l YOUBIEHHBIN
IOOKTOP ¥, YBUAEB 3Ty CTPAHHYIO0 KapTUHY JIUIIb 10XKaJl IledaMH, JOCTaB CBOIO ITaYKy CUTapeT U
yOaIuBIIKCE.

* * *

— Xa-xa-xa! 3a0aBHas CUTYyallusl, — YCHBIIIAB KakK BCe OBII0, IOK OISATH TPOMKO 3aCMeSCI.— ITO
ceryac He caMOe BaxXHOe, — IIPepPhIBas ero Becelbe, Haval 5. — YTO MPOUCXOOUT B 9TOM ropoae?—
B cMbIcne? — youBnieHHO Ipou3Hec [1K3p, 0CTaHOBUB MOJIHYIO JI0XKKY cajlaTa MPsIMO Iepes CBOUM
pToM.— O 4eM TH? — B HEJOYyMEHUU IPOTOBOPUI HOK, ABIMS CUTapeTaMHy y OKHa.— J? — 3alllefas
B KOMHATY [€BYIIKa, — Maii/iy, TakXkKe yIUBIIEHHO TOCMOTpPesia Ha MeHs.— Kak OBl BHIPA3UThCS... Bh
BCe CJIMIIKOM CIIOKOMHEIE, Jake PaJoCTHHIE. A ellle 9TO, — s YKa3asl IajblleM Ha CToJ0 cBeTa
BajIeKe, YXOMUBIINY B caMoe He00.— Tak THI e caM Bce Buzesl. HaM He 0 YeM BOJTHOBATHCS, BOT U
BemeM cebst Tak.— YepT, ma KTo BooOIIe crmoco0eH Ha Takoe? YUCTUMbIMKY 001alaloT 0YeHb
KPEINKOU 3allluTOoH, II0Ka He IPU3EeMJIATCA Ha 3eMJII0, @ UX IIPOCTO CAYJI0.— ITO KTO-TO U3 KEUCEePOoB.
I pyrux BapHaHTOB MOMPOCTY HET, — pa3Befs PYKH B CTOPOHEI, MPOoOyOHUIT OK.— Tl MEeHS 3a UOMOTA
OEepKHUlllb, YTO JIU? f MpeKpacHO MOHMMA0, YTO «3TO KTO-TO U3 KelicepoB». Pa3Be BH He NOJIKHEI
3HaATh KTO KOHKPEeTHO? C TaKou CUIou...— A, 3T0 Boy4, — IJIIOXHYBIIKCH Ha AWBaH PANOM CO MHOIO,
ckaszajna Maunu.— Boyu?— Ara. OH KanuTaH OJHOTO M3 OTPSLOB 3alllUTHl TOPOfa. 3a BCe TO BpeMs,
YTO OH B TOPOe, ellle HA OOWH YUCTUIIBIIUK He NOCTUT 3eMIu.— A-a-a, TOT caMbli mapHuinka! [la-na,
IIOMHIO €T0, — II0fas ronoc [IKa3p, He ycTaBas yMUHATh eAUHCTBEHHBIM CTOSABIIXM Ha CTOJIe canaT. —
Ecnu THI PEIIni C HUM CPa3uThCs, TO TeOe CTOUT mo0epeydncs, OH TOT ellle COpBUTonaoBa.— C 4ero Thl
B34JI, 4YTO 5 C HUM CcpaxaTbcs pewnn?— Hy-y, He 3Hat0. MHe BOpPYT Tak IIOgyManock.— X-a-a-
a...3a4epIHyB JI0KKOM Oy/IbOH, 5 IIOTPY3UII €e B POT, HaclaxkaasiCh BKyCOM HOPMaJIbHOM e[Ibl. ITH
oy OBLJIA COBCEM IPYTUMM. 30eCh MMOYTH HUUEro He TIOMeHsI0Ch. ATMocdepa Oblsia IPUSTHO-
CIIOKOMHOM, faXke OpyXKecKoi. HUKTO He MBITaNCSd Y MeHSI HU4Yero BHIIBITaTh, HA MOU IIPOCHORI BCETTia
OTBeYasu. JTH JIIOOH, BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO, OCTAJIUCh TEMH XK€, UTO U 00 Havaja «oT6opa». Ho. s
MeHsI COBEPILIEHHO OYeBUeH TOT (GaKT, YTO ITHU JIIOOU yKe He TaKue, KaK paHblle. BHyTpu oM
MOJIXKHBI OBITM U3MEHUTHCS, PACCTAaBUTh IPUOPUTETH M CHIEaTh BEIBOOEI O TOM, Kak ce0s HYXKHO
BECTH B Iof00HOM Mupe. [I04TH yBepeH — BCe IO 9TOr0 ropofa Takrue. CHapyXKu OHUM BCAUYECKHU
IIBITAIOTCS TTOOAEPKUBATh aTMOoCc(epy yxkKe Morubiero Mupa, Ho BHyTPEHHE TOHUMAIOT
0ecI1071e3H0CTD BCETro 3TOr0. Yero OBl KaXKObIi U3 HAC He XKeJlajl, Mbl BCe 3HAaeM OIHO COBEPIIEHHO
TOYHO — BBIKUBYT JIAIIb JECAThH YeI0BeK. JIFOAM CUNATCS BEPHYTHCS K MPOLIJION KU3HHU, YCIIELIHO
MMUTUPYIOT €€, HO He CIellaT NPUHATL PeaibHOCTh. [I03TOMY 3TOT rOpOf, IOCEIUBIINY BO MHOTUX
cephLax JI0KHYIO HafleKy, HaUMHaeT BLI3BIBATh Y MEHS OTBpalleHue.Bce Xe, 51 37ech ellle He
IPOOBITT AOCTATOYHO AOJITO OJIS TAKUX BEIBOIOB, TAKOBO JIMIIL MO€e IIEPBOE olyleHune. He gymalo, 4To
3TOT rOPOJ MOXKET CTATh IJIs IOMOM, HO IpubexkullleM — BIIOJIHE. [Topa pemuTh TUYHO AJIs ce0st
Yyero xo4uy Ha camMoM ferie. ITo Kakoit mpuuwHe Cciofa MpuObII, Yero KAy OT 3TOr0 ropofda 1 Kak oymy
JKUTh fasiblie. 34eCh MHE CTOUT OTHECTUCH KO BCEMY C MaKCUMaJIbHOW CePbe3HOCThI0.— I-3-M, I
IIPUHECIIa 3TOT KPecT. ITO ke TBoe? — Malinu npunoaHsia O0JbIION YePHBIN KPECT, YChIIaHHBIN
TpeluHaMy U CKojlaMu.— A?!
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