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— I'x-x...CHSB «4epHYI0 HOUb» g IOIPOOOBa MOIIEBENIUTh CIIOMAaHHOW PYKOM, HO HUUEro TOJKOBOTO
He BBIIIIO. [JaXke MasbIbl IIEBEIUIIUCH C TPYAOM, He TOBOPS YK€ 0 TOM, YTOOBI ITOTHOIIEHHO OBUTATh
PyKo#i. 3a Te mecsaTh-MSITHAALAThL MUHYT MyTH 00JIb IOYTUXJIA, U S HadaJjl IOCTEIIeHHO pa3pabaThiBaTh
nasnbibl. KOHEYHO, 3@ CUET TOT0, YTO MHOIO OBIJIO MCITOIh30BaHO OOJIBIIIOE KOIHMYECTBO
«yCHUIMBAIOUINX» aMITyJI, MeTab0/In3M Tejla 3HaUUTENIbHO BEIPOC, KakK, B 00111eM-To, ¥ 601€BOM ITOPOT,
HO Jlaxke TaK MOoeMy Telly TpeboBasoch BpeMsi Ha BOCCTaHOBJIeHUe. [IoHUMas BCIO CEpbe3HOCTh
CBOETO I0JI0KEHNs, 1 PELINJI HauTU MeCTO OJis OTHAbIXa. be3 cBoell mpaBoyl PYKY g IOYTU HUYETO He
Mory B 6010. A 6e3 6051, Cyns 1o BceMy, HaM He npoiTtu.— Epnem K necy, Jlusu.— M-m? 3auem?— Y
CEeBEePHO# ero OKOHeUYHOCTH Oblnia mepeBHs. [lepexneM TaMm.— [lepeBHs? He mymaro, 4To 3TO
xopoinas unes. TaM HaBepHsSIKa OyOyT YuCcTUNbLIMKN! — Xa-a-a, pa3dbepeMcs. [Jaxke eciu TaMm OyayT
YUCTUJIBIIMKY, OHU YK TOYHO He CUJIbHEe 3TOr0 MOHCTpa.— ...XOPOIIO0, — BCe 2Ke COMHEBAsCh,
coryjacuiach oHa.— TOJIBKO aKKypaTHO, efeM BOoJib jleca.— [loHAna.B3rngnys Ha Hee ellje pas, 4
00XBaTUJI KUCTh CBOEH ITPaBOM PYKHU, OIIYCTHUJICS UYTh HUXKE, 3aTEM ellle HUXKe, TOUAS TPUMEPHO [0
CcepenuHHl mpenmnneybs. [louyBCcTBOBaB 60J1b, MHE C TPYHAOM yIalIOCh TIOBEPHYTH CBOIO PYKY TakK,
YyTOOBI 3aMETUThH MIPUIIMYHOT'0 pa3Mepa CUHSAK. YIUBUBIIKCH TOMY, YTO IO CUX IIOP HE 3aMETHII €T0, 5
YXMBITTBHYJICSI, KPEIKO BIUJICS 3y6aMu B COOCTBEHHOE I1JIeY0, @ MTHOBEHbEM CIIYCTSI CUJIbHO HaJgaBUII
Ha TO MecCTO, I'Tie Oblyia clloMaHa pykKa. OTYeT/IUBHIN XPYCT U MOW KPaTKHW CTOH 3acTaju JIuBu
Bpacmiox. OHa IpakTHYeCKH MOACKOYMIia Ha MecTe, YyTh ObIJIO He YBeAs MaIlUHYy B 1ec.— Ye-4ero
TH fenaemntb?! Hanyran!— A... [I-mpocTH, IHITANCS BIPABUTH KOCTh, — C BUHOBATOU YIIBIOKOM
npoOyOHuT et B 0TBeT.— Brpasnsn? CoBceM c yMa cotren, uto nu?!— Kak pa3 Taku Bce CO MHOIO B
IIOJTHOM TIOPSIZIKE, eCNIM He CUUTATh 3aKPHITHIY NepenoM. He 3Hal0 yanock M MHe ee HOPMaJIbHO
BIIPABUTh, HO TakK XOTs Obl HE MelIaeTcs.— ...JcHo.OHa MocMOTpesia Ha MeHs 0YeHb CTPAHHBIM
B3rJIAA0M. TO JTU JeMCTBUTENBHO 3@ UOUOTA IPUHSIA, TO JIX IOCUYUTAa, YTO g Yepe3 Yyp CIOKOEH.
Xa, u mpaBpa. Ho oT maHWKYM HUKAKOTO TOJIKY. f ¥ TaK OB MOCTATOYHO OIIapallleH TeM, YTO HU MOS
«TeMHas chepa», HU «TeMHBIe IyIU» He OBUIH CIIOCOOHB! YOUTE TO YyHOBHUIIE Ha mopore. Ecimu Takue
YUCTUIIBIIMKY HAYHYT IOSIBIISTHCS IIOBCEMECTHO, TO ¥ 6e3 TOr0 HEBEJIMKOe HaceJieHre 3eMyIu
COKPATUTh [I0 IECITKOB THICSY YesIoBeK, Haubojee CUIbHBIX, aflallTUPOBABIINXCS K HOBBIM
«IpaBuIaM» Mupa. MHe OBl TAKOTO He X0TeNock. [1o KpaiiHel Mepe II0TOMY, YTO eCJIX S 0KaXkKyCh
Cpenu BBIXKUBIINX, BHO OyAy cauinkoM ciaab Ha GoHe ocTanbHBIX. Tak g 4yBcTBOBal.C Apyroi xKe
CTOPOHBEI, 9TO OYEHb faxKe Hemm0xo. Eciau Obl MBI BCTPETHIIMCH C 9TUM YHCTHUIIBITUKOM IT03Ke, KOTfa,
Harmpumep, ObI OB B TyTH, TO yAap TaKOW CHUJIBI, CYMEBIIHM CIIOMaTh MHE PYKY ITOM 3aIlUTON
«4YepHOU HOYM», ODHO3HAYHO yOus Ol Hac 00oux. MOKHO CKa3aTh, YTO S MOIYYUIT MHOTO BaXKHOM
nH(popMaIluu B 6010 C HUM, HO BCe MOM e CTBUS OBIIH IIPOCTOM MMIIPOBU3AINEH, OCHOBAHHOM Ha €T0
IBUXKeHUAX. MHTEIeKTOM, BCe-TaKy, 3TOT YUCTUIBIIKK He 007e/ieH 1 HaBepHsAKa B CIeOYIOUINN pa3
€ro OBUKEHUS OyIyT COBEPIIEeHHO UHKIMU. K TOMY Xe, OH U MO OBUXKEHUS BuOel. bombinas
npo6eMa 3aK/Ii0Yajach B ero HeBUOUMOCTH, BO3MOXKHOCTH KOTOPOM, KaxKeTCs, MPaKTHYECKHU
6eckoHeuHEl. HO OH BCEro JUIlb YUCTUIBIIKK. YKe K 3aBTPAIllHe! HOUM 3TOT MOHCTP MCYe3HeT 0e3
clefna, a ero MecTo 3aiMeT Apyroi.Mou MBICITH ITPOoIKall 3aHUMaTh 00#. 1 aHaMM3UpPOBal U
MBICJIEHHO TTOBTOPSJI ITOYTH KaXkoe ABUKeHue 0051, MbITasgCh HAUTHU KaKylo-HUOyObh c1aboCcTh
IIPOTUBHUKY, HAUTH CBOU OIIMOKM U JUIITHUE [BUXKeHUS. KOHEeYHO, C XOIOIHOM T'0JI0BOM, HaX0OsCh B
0e30macHOCTH, S IPpUAyMall HEIJIOX0H IINTaH OeWCTBUM, UCII0IL30BaB KOTOPOM HaBepHSIKa Obl 00en
YUCTUIIbINMKA. HO TO GBI UL MBICTIEHHBIN O0H. ¢ He 3HaJI ITOTHBEIX BO3MOXKHOCTEHN 3TOT0 YyIHIIla,
[ia 4, eCJIM YeCTHO, 3HaTh MHE He CHJIBHO XOTeI0Ch. HU ¢ TOro HU € cero Ha MOeM JIHIle MTOSIBUIaCh
IOBOJIbHAS YXMBIIKA, ¥ 5 BHOBD IToMMaIl Ha ce0e cTpaHHBIM B3rysan JIuBu. He obpainas Ha Hee
HUKAKOTO BHUMaHUs, IIPOAOJIKUII IPOKPY4YUBaTh 001 y ce0s B TOJIOBE [0 TEX IOP, II0Ka He YCHYIL.
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JIeTsIlee B MOEM HalpaBiieHuH. Pe3K0 HaKJIOHUB T'0JIOBY, MHE YOAI0Ch YKIIOHUTHCS OT NafoHu JIuBy,
HO He COBCeM. BMecCTO MolleYrHEl, OHA BlleNua MHe ITOA3aThUIbHUK. [la TaK, YTO MOU I'/la3a 4yTh He
BHIBAJIMJIUCh Ha KOJIeHU. [[0BEpHYBIINUCH K HEW TULIOM U II0YeChIBas 3aThIJIOK, S CIIPOCHUII V Hee:—
Kakoro yepra TH fenaelib?— Byxy Tebs.— A TIoHeXXHee Henlnb3s1?— 91 mpoOoBasa, HO
0e3pe3yNbTaTHO, — OHA II0XKaJa IIJledaMH, Pa3BOAs PYKU B CTOPOHBEL. — TOJIBKO TaKUM CIIOCOOOM y
MeHS MTOIY4YUIIOCh.— Xa, fla 5 IOYTH IOJIHOCTHIO YBEPEH, UTO TH jake He MOMbITanach pa30yauTh
MeHs KaK-TO Io-Apyromy.— B o01eM, He BaxXHO. MbI puObiin.— [TomoKau, KaK 3TO He BaXHO..?—
Jly4iie cMOTpu BIiepen.— J?Pa3BepHyB CBOIO T'OJIOBY, S YBUMEJ HEUTO HEMOHATHOE. CTpaHHBIE
YyepHBIe KYCKH, TOX0XKKeE TO JIX Ha MeTaJllJl, TO JIX Ha KaMHU BaJIs/IUCh IOBCIony. Koe-raoe nexanu
OTPOMHEIE, KaK BaJIyHbl, YaCTH, B APYTHUX MeCTax IMOKOUJIUCh KyCOYKM ITOMeHbIIe. Bca mopora,
Beqy1as K HeOOJbIOY JepeBHe, PACIIOI0KHUBIIENCS ITapy COTHSMU METPOB fianee Oblyia yChillaHa
momoOHBIMU (parMeHTaMu. [TpoexaTh Ha MallllHE 3[eCh OBITI0 MPAaKTUUYECKU HEBO3MOXKHO. B3rnsaHyB
Ha OYeHb 03aJadyeHHoe U0 JIuBH, I BEIOPAJICS U3 MAUIUHLL HapyxKy. CTOUIIO TOJTBKO CTYIUTDh Ha
3eMJTI0, KaK MOSI ITpaBasi HOTU CTPEMUTEIbHO B3MblIa B HeOeca. TOJIbKO JUIIE 61arofapst TOMY, 4TO
KPEIKO yXBaTHUJICA 3a AABEPb MalllMHb, MHE YAAJIOCh yepKaTh paBHOBECHE U He YIIacTh Ha 3eMIIIO.
3eMJII0, 3a/IUTOM HENIOHATHOM XUAKOCTHIO C OUeHb JyPHBEIM 3amaxoM.[IocMOTpeB Ha 3eMIio, 5
3aMeTHJI, 4YTO 3Ta 3I0BOHHASA KUOKOCTh UMEET OYeHb CTPAHHBIM YEPHBIU LIBET U, K TOMY XKe,
ucnapseTcs. CKnageiBajIoCh TaKoe OllylleHue OyITO pa3uiau ee COBCEM HeaBHO U [JIs KaKOH-TO
orpeneneHHou 1eu. [To KpaitHel Mepe, MHE 9TOTr'0 BHfIa ObIJIO TOCTATOYHO [JIS TOTO, YTOOH! COEIATh
BLIBOJI O TOM, YUTO JIIOMY B 3TOM OepeBHe elle ObUtH. He YMCTUIBIIMKAM XKe 3aHUMAThCS MMOTOOHEIM OT
CKYyKH, BepHO?— YTO OymeM menaTh? HaM Tak He npoexath.— HeT. E3xkaii npsimo. f nomnpobyio
yOpaTth caMble G0JbIIEe BadyHH ¢ foporu.— He cnuikoM nmu? Ecnu ¢ MamImHOM YTO CIYYUTCS, TO
HaM [0 CTONUIE OyOeT He noOpaThes B Onuxkauninrue nHU.— Bce Oymet B mopsigke... HaBepHoe.— He
HPaABUTCS MHE TBOe «HaBepPHOE», HO X0po1I0. TOIbKO CMOTPH, HU OOUH M3 3TUX KAMHEU He JOJIXKEeH
oO0TecaTh OHUINE MalIUHEI!— 3Ha0, 3Ha10.AKKypaTHO Iaras, s CTapasics HaCTyIaTh Ha BCIO CTYIIHIO,
BO n30exkaHue IIOTEPH PaBHOBECHS U IIOCIIeyIOIIero IageHus. 3ajayia 3Ta Obljia He CTOJb IIPOCTa,
KaK Ka3aJioCh U3HavaabHO, HO Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO MUHYT ITO00HOM XONbOk! 1 IPUHOPOBUJIICS U CTYIIaj
yXkKe 04eHb yBepeHHO. Ha myTu Hallel MalHb OBII0 He TaK MHOTO 3TUX CTpPaHHBIX KamMHel. He
0oJIbllle IBYX-TPEX HECSTKOB 0 CaMoii fepeBHU. [laxke CO CIOMaHHOM PYKOM MHE [OJIKHO OBITh 110
CHJIaM COBUHYTBH TaKOe KOJIM4YecTBO. [100paBUINCh OO TePBOT0 KaMHs, 5 TOJI0KHI Ha HETO CBOIO
MCKaJleYeHHYI0 J1eBYI0 pyKy. CTOMIIO KOXKe MOeM PYKH KOCHYTBLCS 3TOr0 KaMHS, OH Hadall 3acacChlBaTh
€e BHYTPb, a C IOBEPXHOCTU KaMHs HadaJioCh CIapeHue. B HOC ygapui TOYHO TaKOU 2Ke IIPOTUBHBIN
3amax, KakK ¥ TOT, YTO UCXOMUJI OT KHUIKOCTU Ha 3eMJie. Pe3Ko TONKHYB 3T0 mofgo0ue KaMHs BIEPE],
MHeE yIar0Ch 0CBOOOIUTHL CBOIO PYKY, OTTOJIKHYB, BMECTE C TEM, U CaM «KaMeHb». [IepeBepHYyBIIUNCS
Ha IPYTYI0 CTOPOHY KaMeHb SIBUJI HEYTO OTBPATUTENbHOE. TeMHO-XKeJThie, II0X0XKKe Ha 0axpoMmy,
IIMOTKY IIJIOTU CBUCANX U3HYTpU. [1o HeKoMy nomobuio BeH 6e30CTaHOBOUHO Gexkaja, CKOpee BCETO,
KpOBb. IMEHHO OHa ¥ BBIJIMBalaCh HECKPOMHBEIMU Py4YelKaMy Ha 3eMJ1i0. OTBEPHYBILIUCE B APYIYIO
CTOPOHY, S MOCIENIN K MalnHe. [JocTaB 60JbII0N YEePHEINM KPECT, ST 00JIaUnIICS B «4ePHYIO HOUb» U
y&Ke 4yepe3 OeCSATOK CeKyH[ Hadall ajIuTh 10 BCEM 3TUM «KaMHAIM» U3 U3Ny4daTensd. Bug
BHYTPEHHOCTE! MEHS He OKUAal HA Ha MTHOBEHHUE, IOTOMY S TBEPHO PEIIUI, 4YTO He YCIIOKOKCh
[I0Ka He YHUYTOXKY KaXKAblii, faXke caMblii MaJIeHbKHM, KyCO4€eK CTPaHHOU 4epHOU IIJIOTH. [Toka Mou
M3Jly4aTesb CBEPKaJl TO TYT, TO TaM, Y BXOAa B AE€PEBHIO [TOSIBUI0Ch HeUTO. OQHOT0 B3rJsa Ha
OTPOMHOE YyOullle, IIOYTH YEeThIpe METPA B BHICOTY ¥ C OTPOMHBIMHU, TTOJIYMETPOBLIME, POraMu OBIIO
IOCTaTOYHO, YTOOR C YBEPEHHOCTHIO CKa3aTh — 3TO YUCTHUIIBIIMK. HaBeqs Ha HeTo CBOM U3/Iy4daTels,
HU CEKYH[HI He [yMas s BEICTPEJIUJI, HO BOKPYT HEro MOSBUJICS YTO-TO HAallOMUHAIOIIEee 3epKaslo,
M3MeHUBIIIee TPAeKTOPUIO Ty4da. [IpUroTOBUBIIKCE BEICTPEJIATE €1lle OAUH pa3, s COBCeM He OXUAall
TOTO, YTO Ha T'0JI0OBE OTPOMHOT'0 POTaTOT0 YHUCTUIIBIINKA MOSBUTCS HIUHHOOOPOILINA MyKHUK, OOJIbIIE
TIOXOOUBINKH Ha CTapuKa. B pykax oH mepxkai HeOobIIoH xke3i B popMme Tpe3yDiia, a ero
MOPIIMHKCTOE JIALO YKpalllajia IMupoKas ynbioKa. OMyCTUB CBOIO JIEBYIO PYKY, S OTKJTIOYUI
M3Jly4aTesib, HO Ha BCIKUU Clly4all akTUBMPOBAJI B3PEIBHEIE KOHTYPHEL. Ha 3T0 MyXK4nHa
0moOpUTENBHO KUBHYJI, OIIYCTUB CBOM Ke3J1, a 3aTeM I'POMKO ITpou3Hec:— J1oO6po moxkaaoBaTh.
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