I'my6oko BOOXHYB, 51 cobpasa Bce CBoe caMoo0IafiaHue, TOTOBSICh K TOMY, YTO KOET MeHs BIepeniu.
Mos "mMaTh" npuUTSIHYya K cebe KOP3UHY C HUTKAMHU, IPUCTAJILHO TTISIAS Ha MEHS.

"OTH HUTH, JeXKalllie B 9TOM KOp3uHe, JIUIIEeHH BCAKOM 1enu. OHM HEMCII0Ih30BaHHEIE ’
He3aMsaTHAaHHEIE, TOTOBLIE MIPUHSTE JTI00YI0 (OPMY, KOTOPYIO ITOXKeIaeT WX BIafesuIa”, - Ipou3Hecsa
OHa, MMOYTH MAIIWHABHO epedupasi maabllaMi KPacHyIo U 6eyio HUTH, IepereTas ux OpyT ¢
npyrom. MIx 11BeTa 3aKpyXKUIKCh B BUXPE, U MHE CTOMIIO OOJBINKUX YCUIIMK COEPKATh MOACTYIIAIOIIYI0
STPOCTE.

KoneuHo, MsiTHast. Mou [HU OBIJTU CITUIIIKOM CITIOKOMHBIMU, U TEIepb S MOHUMAI0, YTO 3TOT
IIPOKJIAATHIA aBTOP IIPOCTO BBIXKUAAJ, IPEeABKYyIIas, Kak 5 BIagy B CaMOJ0OBOJILCTBO, IIpeXe 4eM
OoOpyIINTEL HAa MeHS ellle OOUH yhaap. S He MOTy He rafiaTh, 4YTO K€ MeHS XKJeT Ha 9TOT pa3. byger nu
3TO HOBas pusnyeckas 605b? Ilcuxonorudeckuit ynap? Mneparpulia CioKOMHO, CIUIIKOM
CIIOKOMHO, CMOTPUT Ha MEHS, U S YyBCTBYIO ce0s BEIOMTOM U3 Koneu. Katst o61agaeT TakKoM MOLTHOM
Xapu3Moii, HeyOUBHUTENIbHO, YTO OHa Obl/la HacTosIel 6emoi s Knapel.

"Ho mHOr[a, - MSTKO IIPOU3HEeCcia OHa, PAaCTITUBast CJI0BA, - COBEPIIAIOTCS OmKUOKY. BMecTo 3eneHoH
BHI ICITOJIb3yEeTe KPAaCHYIO HUTh, OCTABIISAsI KPOBABOE IIITHO Ha MHaYe CIIOKOMHOU KapTuHe. M Torma
Ballla BHIIIMBKA MCIOPYEHa U JOJIXKHA OBITh BHIOpOIIeHa. Tak MPOUCXOOUT, KOTa BH HEe CIIeOuTe 3a
TeM, Ky[a HallpaBJIsgeTCcs Ballla urmia".

VimnepaTpuiia KaTs BeIKMa0Ile ITIOCMOTPENIa Ha MeHsI, Kak OyATO 0XKuaas OTBETA, U S c1abo
KUBHYJIA.

"Uto THI IyMaelb, 3uMa? [lyMaellb JIA ThI, UYTO XOPOIIIO CIefusIa 3a CBoel urnon?" E€ BrpaxkeHue
nuia OBIJI0 MSATKUM U ITOKOPHBEIM, KaK y MaTepH, OTYUTHIBAIOIIEl HETOCTYITHOTo pebeHKa. I He
3Hal0, KOTHa ¥ KaK 3TOT Pa3roBOP O BHIIIMBKE IIPEBPATUIICS B HaCTaBIEHUE.

E€ kpaTKoe yrmoMuHaHNe 0 KPOBH, IIepeceKalolel CIIOKOWHYI0O KapTUHY, TakXKe [I0CIajIo 10 MOeMY
TI03BOHOYHUKY HOBYIO OPOKb. HeyxKenn oHa XO4eT CKa3aTh, YTO COOMPAETCs YOUTh WU UCKAJIeYUTh
MeHS? JTa XKeHIIWHa, KaXeTCs, UCIOATHUIIKA IOpULlaeT MeHS 3a TO, UTO S BTOPIJIach B €€ XXKU3Hb.
Hy, mue xansp, KaTs, s Xo4y 3aKpuyaTh, 9 TOXKe He X049y 3[1eChb HaXOAUTHCS!

"“ThI He crlemuna, - OHa IPOUTHOPUPOBaia MO KUBOK. - HeT, 3uMa, THl He crnefuia. Ho He BOJIHyHCA.
Matb Hay4uT Te0s U BCeX, KTO IBITaeTCs cOuTh Te0s ¢ myTu".

EnBa s ycmesia OCMBICTIUTE CJI0Ba UMIIEPATPUILL, KaK PacllaXHy/IUCh paHee OXpaHseMble IBEPH, C
rpoMKUM rpoxoToM. CHavdana g yBUfella HOTH B MeJIbKaHUY, 3aTeM IJlaThe CIIyKaHKH, KOTOpoe
BBITJISAZIENIO JOCTAaTOYHO MaJieHbKUM, YTOORI ITOIOMTH MHE, ¥, HAaKOHel], UICIIyTaHHOe JINII0 IMMEI,
TIOJTHOCTBIO 3aIIOJIHUBIIEE MOE TI0JIe 3PEHMUSI.

9MMa? OHa momkHa OBITH ceryac Ha 3aHsATUIX ¢ copoM Pob60u, a He 37ech, ¢ Moei Mauexou! Moe
CIyzKaHKe CTOUT OT[aTh MOKHOE - OHA He M3[aja HU 3ByKa, COCPEIOTOYHB BCIO CBOIO SHEPTHIO Ha
OeCIITOIHBIX TTOMBITKAX BHIPBATHCS U3 KPEIKOW XBAaTKHU ABYX 0€CCTPACTHHIX CITYKAHOK, CKMMAIOIITHX
ee Toume pyku. Ho 5T He HACTONMBKO CcBUpernas u Xxpabpasi, Kak OMMa, ¥ HEBOJIbHO BBIAI0 TUX0E
BocKnunanue: "4to 3a gyept?"

YBUneTs MO0 TOAPYTY, MO0 Ha3BaHYIO CECTPY, BHE3AIIHO CTaBIIyI0 Moel c1aboCThio, I0YBa,
KaXkeTcs, YIIla y MeHs U3-1of HoT. CKObKO pa3 0eCYUCIeHHHIX pa3 g1 4uTana O MOI00HBIX
cueHapusax? ['ofgel, IPOBENEHHEIE B MOEY [TOCTENH II0f; CTAPEIM, HO YIOTHHIM OfiesiioM ¢ BurHuU-IlyxowMm,
IepesIuCTEIBas CTPAHULIEI C MpAYHBIM BhIpaKEHUEM JIMIla, MBICJIEHHO OTYUTEIBas TJIaBHOT'O TEPOS 3a
TJIYIIOCTh, JOCTATOYHYIO, YTOOB MMEeTh ApyTa WK JTI000BHUKA, OOPSCH 3a BEIXKMBAHNE B TPYIHBIX
ycnoBusix. Ho Teneps s noHuMar. [Touemy s He MOTy ObITh STOUCTUYHON? [ToueMy s He MOTY OyMaTh



0 cebe u cHenaTh Moe IipeObiBaHKe B 3TOM MMnepuu HeMHOro jierde? OTBET CMOTPUT IPSMO Ha
MEeHS, e€ YepHbIe ri1a3a 00JIbllle He CIIOKOMHEI, a MOJIHbL TaHUKH.

4 9yBCTBYIO TaKOM CTHIA. ¢ Takas ke, Kak Te HEBYIIKU U3 IIKOJIBl, KOTOPHIX S BCETMa IIpe3upania,
CONMU3UBIINUCH C IMMOM, YTOOE OHa MOTJIa BHIIOJHATH HEKOTOPEIE MOU TTOPy4YeHus. Y Teneps Mos
TJIyIIOCTh 3aMelllaHa U B ee y4acTb. & 3Hasa, 4To 3a MHOM HaOofana UMIepaTpulia, 3Haja, 4To y
Hee ecTh rjas3a B Po3oBoMm [IBopriie. Mou 3y0OLl BOH3AI0TCS B MACUCTYIO ILJIOTh T'yORl, IIOYTH BEICTYTIAET
KPOBB, OCTpas 00JIb BO3BpalllaeT MeHS K HacTosmeMy. Tellephb s UCIBITEBAIO TOJIBKO PacKasHue U
CTpaX, YyBCTBO BUHHI HAKATHIBAET Ha MEHS B TAKT C MOUM GeLIeHO OBIOIIUMCS CEPALIEM.

¢ MenyieHHO pearupylo Ha MOsSBIeHNe IMMEI, JaBas UMIIepaTPHUIle MHOTO BpeMeHHU, YTOOH BIIUTATh
MOM MHOTOYHCJIEHHEIE PEAKIIUH.

"3-3aueM oHa 37ech?" - clIpaluBalo g Iyno. f yKe 3Hai IpuyrHy. Ho MHe HYyKHO, YTOOH 9Ta
JKEeHIIHA [TOATBEPANIIA 3TO.

Kats ynribaeTcss MHe CBEPXY, ee 0eJI0CHeKHEIe 3yORl TOAMUTHBAIOT B JIy4aX IOCIIETONyIeHHOT O
COJIHIIA.

E€ cnoBa 3By4aT COUYBCTBEHHO M 03a004€HHO, KOT7la OHa 6epeT Ha ce0sl poNu CyAbH, IPUCSKHBIX U
naaayva cymb0Osl IMMEL. "BMecTo TOro, 4TOOH OBITH JOCTOMHOM MOAPYTON-POBECHULIEN U
COTIPOBOKOATH BaC C KyKJIaMH, 9Ta CJIyKaHKa MTOATOJIKHYJIAa CBOIO T'OCIIOXKY K HEM0f00aoIum
npuBeykaM. OHa mo0yzKana ee IpofaBaTh CBOIO OfleXkKAYy, KakK KaKylo-To 0€3[IOMHYI0, U YKpagKou
BCTpeYaThCd C MyK4YMHaAMU B Heypo4yHOe BpeMsi. OHa BEIMOTaeT y CBOEU T'OCIIOXKY MEJIKUEe IEeHbIH.
Takas ciyKaHKa He IIOOXOTUT, YTOOBI OCTABaThCS PSIOM CO CBOEM T'OCIIOXKOM".

"TloropguTe, 3TO He Tak", - 'POMKO 1epebuBao s, BO3MYIIeHHas TeM, KaK UMIIepaTpHUIlla B3BaIuBaeT
Ha Molo 6eiHyI0 IOPYTY BCce 3Tu 00BUHEHUS. Ee 00BUHEHUE - BCe PaBHO UTO YKa3aTh Ha YepHOe U
Ha3BaTh ero 6enbiM. M 0TKyma OHa y3Hasa, YTO MBI ITPOMiaBaIyu JUIITHUE IIJIaThsl, KOTOPhEIE OHa
mpuciana? 3HaeT JIM OHa, Ha 4YTO g TpaTuia MMOJIydeHHbIe OT 3TOr0 AEeHbIU?

OxBayeHHAas y2KacoM, S CTOI0 U OeCIIOMOIITHO Ha0Ii0nan, Kak HEBUHHOTO YeJI0BEKa BeIyT Ha BEPHYIO
cMepTh. Kak Moria 9MMa okKa3aThCs B TaKOu Oefie, a s HM 4eM He MOTy el momMoub? Heyxkenu s ctan
HACTOJIBKO STOUCTHUYHBIM?

"Tel He 3HanA?" - C MPUTBOPHLIM COYYBCTBHEM IIPOU3HOCUT UMIIEPATPHUILIA, ¥, eCJu Ol 5T He ObLT
3HAKOM C €€ UCTUHHOM HaTypou, s Obl moBepu. "O, moporas 3uMa, TH OEACTBUTEILHO He 3HAa? ITO
ele xyxe. Kopa, npuHecu yiuku."

OpHa u3 6JIM3KUX JTUYHBIX CITyKAHOK UMIIePATPHUIILI, YaCTO YIIOMUHABINASCS B UCTOPUY KaK
XJTa[IHOKPOBHBIM UCIIOJIHUTENL C TAWHBIMU O0E€BHIMU HaBHIKAMHU, TPUOINKAETCS, fepKa 3HAKOMBIN
IIIENTIKOBBIM MEIIOYeK. ITO TOT CaMblii MEIIOK C AeHbraMH, KOTOPHIM S BIEPBLEIE Han IMMe, TENEPh
HaOUTHIN CBEXUMH TO0ABIEHUSIMH.

"Hert, HeT!" - TOpommuBo 00BSICHSIO 51. "4 oTHan el Bce aTu meHbru. OHa HUYETo He Kpasa. M Bce, 4To
BHI CKa3au, g IIpuKa3all ey cuenaTh!"

Mosi pedb TOpPOIIMBAS U TOPOIINIMBAs, HapskeHHas cuTyalus 6epet cBoe. Ho B rimasax
MMIIepaTPUIILL TOSIBISIETCS ITOHUMAIOIINH 0JIeCK ITOCIe MOUX IIOC/IEIHUX CJIOB.

OHa meyvajbHO B3[BIXAET, €€ IIHIIHbIE PECHUIIBI OIYCKAIOTCS K 3€MJIe, U ee T1a3a HalOTHAITCS
neyanbio. "Kak yXkKacHO, 4TO 3Ta ClIy?KaHKa Tak KeCTOKO 00pallaeTcs Co CBOEl TOCIIOKOH.
BrIMOraTenbCTBO - 9TO KpaXKa, 3aBepHyTasl B KPaCUBYIO YIIaKOBKY. Takas MOlofmast geBylIKa, 6e3



IMOOOEP2KKN MaTEPHU TaK JOJIT0, KOHEYHO, II0IIajia OBl 10T 9apPsI TaKOH KOBapHOfI BEIbMEL."

"OHa Mo4 mofpyra!" - 0TBaKHO KpUUy 5, BCKaKMBas CO CTyJa, 3a0bIB 0 cBoeM cTpaxe. Ho Moii cTpax
BO3BpalllaeTcsl B IIOJIHOM Mepe, Korga Kats CMOTPUT Ha MeHS, U B €€ JIECHBIX I'Jla3ax S He MOTry
Pa3IuyUTh IMOLUU. IMMa, KOTOPYIO ABYMS CJIyKaHKaMU IIOCTAaBU/IU Ha KOJIeHU, [TI0ChUIaeT MHe
6maromapHbIi B3r1sin. Ho OHA HUKOTa HE KPUYUT U He KPUUUT, €e JINLIO0 CHOBA IIPUHSJIO IIPUBLIYHYIO
XOJIOOHYIO MacCKy, KOTOPYIO OHa HOCUT. MOXKHO TOAyMaTh, YTO 9TO S CTOX0 Ha KOJEHIX IIepef
IIpaBUTEIbHULIEN JPYAUaHCKOU UMIIEPUH.

"Tlogpyra?" - cipammuBaeT KaTs, 1 B ee T0J10Ce BIIepBHIE TPOCKAIL3EIBAET OTTEHOK 371005, "Te, KTO
cnyxart Tebe, He TBOU [Ipy3bs. Te, KTO He U3 TBOETO KpyTra, He HMeIOT IIpaBa HaXOAUThLCS Ha OHOM C
T0OOM ypOBHE."

4 3akaThIBalo I'71a3a, KOrjga NuHalo MSTKHM MeXOBOH KOBEDp. Mos Madexa HUKOTTa He YIIyCKaeT
BO3MOZKHOCTH TOHKO YKOJIOTh MEHS Ka2KIOBIM IIPENJIOZKEHNUEM.

"Hamomuu MHe, JIuneTT. Kakoe Haka3aHMe XKOeT BOPOB?"

"Balile BeJTMUECTBO, 3a IIEPBOE MIPECTYIIJIEHNE BOPOB JIUIIAIOT OHOM PYKHU. 3a BTOPOM - 00e pyKu. A 3a
TpeTu", - MOHU TJla3a CyXKarTCs, KOTHa s ICHO CIIBIILY BOCTOPT B I'OJIOCE TMYHOU CITy2KaHKHY, -
"cMmepTn".

Kars 110KaeT 93BIKOM, T4 Ha OMMY, Kak Ha OyKalllKy IIOfl ee HOTaMH.
"Hauunarre. Illar 3a marom. Haka3srsiBaniTe ee 3a Kaxkgoe IpecTyIeHue".

"Bbl He MOXKeTe 3TOT0 CAesaTh!" - Kpuuy s B aHuKe, 6eras BOKPYT AUBaHa, YTOOBI J0OPaThCS OO
OmMmel. Ho cryKaHKH, CTOSBIINE Y ABEPU, ABUTAIOTCS OBICTpPee MOEro MaJleHbKOTO TeJbIa,
nperpaxpgas MHe IIyTh, ¥ 1 MOTY BUETh IMMY TOJIBKO Yepe3 Y3KYI0 IIejib MeXKAy UX YePHBIMU
100KaMHu.

"Ommal!" - Kpuuy §, CpEIBasiCh Ha (ableT.

9T0 9BHO HE3aKOHHO U HellpaBuiIbHO. HO paBHOOYIIHO HAOMIOAAIOT 3a MPOUCXOAIIINM BCE JTaKen
KaTu, Kxorga B KOMHATy BHOCAT TOHKYIO IePEeBIHHYI0 CKaMbl0, KOTOPOU S HUKOT[a paHbIlle He BUAET.
IIBa IPUOBOPHAIX C IIeBPOHAMHU BoCXopsiero gBopIia HECYT ee, U ¥ OMHOTO U3 HUX Ha OOKY BHUCUT
KOPOTKHH M€Y B HOXKHAaX.

CkaMbl0 KJIadyT IPSMO Iepeqn Moel KpoBaThio. Eciu Ol 51 cupen Ha Hel, 9To ObII0 OBl ITOX0XKe Ha
IPOCMOTp Tenenroy. [IpoBeieHNe XKeCTOKOTO HaKa3aHUs B MOel KOMHATe, CJIOBHO 3TO TIOpeMHas
KaMepa UM Iof3eMeibe, SCHO TOKa3hIBaeT, YTO UMIlepaTpHlla IIBITAETCS TPaBMUPOBATh MEHS Ha
BCIO XU3Hb.

4 oTyassHHO GOPIOCH C CIIy:KaHKAaMHU, HO 5 BCETO JIUIIL PeOEHOK MPOTUB ABYX B3POCHBIX. OMHUM
IBUKEeHNEM MU3UHIIa OHU MOTYT OCTaHOBUTH MeHS. IX PyKu He TaK HEXXHBI, KOT[la OHU OTTAJIKHBAIOT
MEHS BCe [aJjIbIlle OT IMMHI.

"He menawite atoro! OctanoBuTech! Brl He MoxkeTe!" - MOM IUIIAIINIM TOJIOC TOYTH HEPA30OPUUB,
Korpga 51 6ecrioMoIIHO Habimoaio, Kak MyKUMHEL TalllaT OMMY K ckaMbe. OHa 0oibllle He
COTIPOTUBIISIETCS, CMUPUBIINCE CO CBOEH cynb0oi. OHM OTPeXYT el KaXkaylo PyKy, a 3aTeM yObioT. 1
OHA BCETo JIUIIh Pe0eHOK! ITO HEeMPaBUIBHO, IIPOCTO MOPAIbHO HEIIPpHEeMIIeMo!

BriCOKMY MyXK4YKWHa TONKaeT OMMY Ha KOJIEeHH, OPYTOil pacipaBiiseT ee TIagoHb Ha CKaMbe.



3aMeyar0 MHOXKECTBO [TOPE30B U yIIy0/IeHul Ha CKaMbe, OHA SIBHO YK€ XOPOILO MCII0JIb30Baach B
IIPOLIIOM.

"Het! OMMa, Oeru! OMMa, MHe Tak xkanb! [I-mpocTo yxomu! 3To Bce paBHO MOSI BUHA", - pHIAlo 5, 10
MOEMY JIUIy TEKYT TOJICTBIE CJI€3BI, Melllas ToJIoCy. f He IOHMMal0, KaK OHa MOXKEeT IIPOCTO CUAETh
TaM ¥ TEPIEeNHUBO XIaTh CBoel yyacTu. OHa cunbHa U OBICTPA [JIT CBOET0 BO3pacTa, ecjiu Okl OHA
IIOTIRITAJIach, BO3MOXKHO, OHa MorJia Obl cOexkaTh. Ho Kyma ObI OHa TOrAa Imona?

Most KpaTKasi Hafiezk[a CHOBa pa30uBaeTcs Bapebearu. JIyuile MeHs OMMa IMOHUMAET, YTO GOoJIbIie
HUYEro He MOXKET CHejlaTh. iMmepaTpuila Toxe TEePIEIUBO XKIeT, YCTPOUBIIUCEH Ha CUNEHBLE, YTOOR
TIOCMOTPETH Ha IpefcTaBieHue. TeMHasi, yKacHasi HEHaBUCTh, Ta, YTO IIEPEXBATHIBAET OBIXaHHUE,
HAIOJIHSIET MO€e cepale. f1 cyXkaro rna3a Ha 3Ty OJIOHAMHKY U X0Uy IIPUYUHUTD € TaKyio ke 60,
KaKyI0 OHa COOMpAeTCs MPUYUHUTH MHE.

Ho s Huuyero He MOTY CHOeJlaTk. A IIpourpall 3TOT payHO. Korga HpPII[BOprIfI oOHaxKaeT OpyxXue n
IIOJHMMAET eTr0 BRICOKO Hajl TOJIOBOH, S 00JIbIIIe BCETO Ha CBETE 2KeJlalo, YTOOBI OSBUIICS repoﬁ u
OoCTaHOBHI ero. YToOkh CTpe€Jla BjIeTejla B OKHO U II0IIaJia B 3allsICThe 3TOI'0 IIPHUOBOPHOTO, IIpexKae
49eM OH yOapHur.

4 3aKopeHensd pe0eHoK, OyIIoi U cepaleM. PoguBumck B 6efHEIX 006CTOATEILCTBAX, Ha
IPOTS2KEHWY BCEeH XKU3HM ST HUKOTTA He ObIIT TEM, KTO CHAEeTCs, aTaKys BCE IPENSITCTBUS C NeP3KUM
OTHOINIEHHEM U 3Hepruel. Kak nHaue peOeHOK-CTUIEHIUAT, KaK 5, 0Ka3aJICs B IPECTHKHOM
yauBepcuteTe? Korma 51 BiepBhIe TI0Mall B 3TOT MUP, XOTb U 00SICS, HO MaJIeHbKas 9aCTh MEHS
BCET[la Bepuja, YTO CMOXKET U3MEHHUTb CBOM 00CTOSITeIbCTBA. YTO KAaKUM-TO 00Pa30M OCTAHOBIIIO
UMIIePaTPHUIly ¥ 00peTy HOCTOMHYIO XKU3Hb B 3TOM MHUPE.

Ho s He mory mobenutsb. Tak uTo g He Oyny.
"He HaBpenuTe ei!" - mpou3HoOIIy 5 CIa0BIM ¥ IPOKAIIUM T'OJI0OCOM.

4 cMoTpIo Ha UMIIEpaTPUlly, MOY BllaXKHEIE TJIa3a BCE elllé pa3nuyalioT ciaadyio, momobuyo MoHe
Jluzse, yneIOKy, KOTOPYIO OHA YacTo HOcuT. OHa OoJibllle TOAXOOUT IJ1s1 IIOCEIIeHNs OEePH, UeM OJIs
HabmoneHus 3a yOuicTBOM pebeHKa-ropHUYHOM. B3Max cepebpa uepe3 BO3[yX 3aMUpaeT, Kak 0yATo
YyBCTBYSI lIepeMeHy BO MHe, Korfa 51 6pocalo CBOIO IIOCTIENHIO U e[UHCTBEHHYIO KapTy.

"Haspenute MHe. [Toxanyicra."
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