['maBa 45: Cefnble BOJIOCH U IYHHBIM CBET

Ecnu Gwl KTO-TO BCTan y ABepeit [IBopia Bocxoma, 66110 OB TaK TUXO, YTO CIIBIIIHO OBITIO OBI TafieHue
OymaBKH.

BonpIInHECTBO Ayl CIIaJIx B 3TOT HOSJIHI/II;I YacC, 3a UCKJITIDYEeHreM HEeCKOJIbKUX. OJIHOfI 13 HUX ObTa
Kopa, nuunas cnyxaHka MMmepaTpulibl, KOTOpas CTOs/Ia Ha CTpaXe 3a ABEPSIMU ee TI0OKOEB, eCIIU el
Oblyia Hy2kKHa BOJla UJIX OHa XoTesa 06eryuThes. [Ipyroi Ovina [[KeHuc, ee pyKu IpoxKaiu, Korga
OHa IJIsifiela Ha CBO€ OTpakeHUe B TEIJION JIVHHOU JIyXKe.

"Yro 9T10?" - BCxunHyna [I)KEeHNUC, ee ToJI0C CAABIEHHBIN OT TaHUKM U ykKaca. OHa MPOCHYIach
IIOCPeny HOYH IOCTIe YacoB 0eCIIOKOMHOro Bopouanus. COH yCKOJIb3all OT Hee MOCIeHNe HECKOIBKO
IHEM, ee MBICITA XaOTUYHBIE U B30yqOpakeHHEIe B 1I000€e BpeMsi CyTOK. [[KeHUC MPOCTO JyMaja, YTo
el He XBaTaeT efhl.

XoTh OHa ¥ BEIpOCHA B OeIHOM IepeBHe, OHA BCeTfla ejla MOCTATOYHO, YTOOR HAIlOTHUTD JKUBOT U
oKpyrnuTh purypy. Ho naxke HaxanmbHble HA0ETH Ha KyXHIO MaJio IIOMOTajid YTOJUTE TO, Yero
JKaxXMmajo ee TeJo, HeT, ee AyIia. ITO OBIJIO CIUIIKOM CTPAHHO.

HeoOrryHOE KeTaHre BEIPBAJIO €€ U3 KOMKOBOTO MaTpaca IMOCPeny HOYH, YTOO TTIOTHYTh
ITPOXJIagHOT0 BO3Ayxa. TilecnaBue [IKeHUC, CIOBHO CUPEHE!, ITPU3BAJI0 €€ B3TJISTHYTh Ha ee CUSIOIIee
JIUII0, ¥ OHA MTOJYMHUTIACh.. K CBOEMY BeJlMYaieMy yxkKacy.

Ee nmu1io mo-mpexHeMy BBHITTISIAEINO Tak, CIIOBHO €ro BRICEK/IHM camu 6oru. Ho ee rnasa He MOTIIH He
3aMeTUTh SIPKUH 0K OeJIbIX BOJIOC, KOTOPEIE IEIJIS/INCh 3a HECKOJIBKO IPsiiel ee KallTaHOBRIX
BoJioc. [I:keHuC OBITI0 Bcero 18, maxke y ee MaTepu ObLIM BCETO ONHA-IBE TaKue MPSAu, He TOBOPS
y2Ke 0 TaKOM KOJIn4YecTBe!

Ecnu Gbl KTO-TO BCTan ¥ ABepedt [IBopia Bocxoma, 66110 OBl TaK TUXO, YTO CIIBILIIHO OBITIO OBI MTafieHue
OynaBKH.

BOBIMHCTBO Oy CIIaly B 3TOT MO3MHUM Yac, 3a UCK/TI0UeHHeM HeCKONIbKUX. OmMHOM U3 HUX ObIa
Kopa, nuunas cnykxaHka MMmepaTpuilsl, KoTopas CTOsI/Ia Ha CTpaXe 3a [IBEPSIMU ee IIOKOEB, eCJIU el
Oblla Hy2KHa BOfla MJIM OHa X0Teja o6ymerunThes. [Ipyroii Oviia [IKeHuUC, ee PyKH ApozxkKau, Korga
OHa T'7Isifie/la Ha CBOe OTpakKeHue B TEIJION JIYHHOU IyXKe.

"Yro 3T0?" - BCXNIUNHYJa [[2KEeHUC, ee TOJI0C COaBIeHHLIN OT MaHUKH U ykKaca. OHa IIPOCHYIach
IIOCPeAy HOYH IOCTIe YacoB 0€CIIOKOMHOT0 BopodaHus. COH yCKOIb3all OT Hee NMOCIeJHe HECKOJIBKO
IHEeH, ee MBICTIM XaOTUYHbBIE U B30ygopaxkeHHbIe B JTI060e BpeMs CyTOK. [I3KeHUC MPOCTO AyMaja, YTo
el He XBaTaeT e[hl.

XoTb OHa ¥ BHIpOCIa B 6e[HOI NepeBHe, OHa BCErfa ejla JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH HAMIOJIHUTD KUBOT U
okpyrnmuTh Gurypy. Ho maxxe HaxanmpHBIe Ha0ETH Ha KYXHIO Majio TIOMOTAIN YTOJIUTE TO, YET0
JKaXkMIazo ee Telo, HeT, ee AyIIa. ITO OBIJI0 CIUIIKOM CTPAHHO.

HeoObIuHOE XKelaHue BRIPBAJIO €€ U3 KOMKOBOTO MaTpaca IoCpeayd HO4u, YTOOH ITIOTHYTh
IIPOXJIaIHOT0 Bo3AyXa. TilecnaBre [I;)KeHUC, CIOBHO CUPEHE!, TPH3BaJio ee BITISIHYThL Ha ee CHSIoIIee
JIUIIO0, ¥ OHA MTOJYMHHUIIACh.. K CBOEMY BeTMYAUIIEMY yKaCy.

Ee mu1io mo-npexHeMy BRITTISIIENO TaK, CJIOBHO €ro BEICEKIH caMu 6oru. Ho ee ra3a He MOT/IM He
3aMEeTHUTh SIPKHUH III0OK OEJIEIX BOJIOC, KOTOPHIE IEIISIACH 38 HECKOJILKO IPSiel ee KalllTaHOBEIX
BoJI0C. JIKeHuC OBIIO Bcero 18, maxe y ee MaTepu OBITH BCETO OJHA-IBE TaKue MPSON, He TOBOPS
yXKe 0 TaKOM KOJIUYeCcTBe!



Ha MrHOBeHMe 3TOT BUM BEPHYII €€ K IPUYHHE BCeX ee Mpo0jieM, K 3TOi YepTOBOM MpUHIlecce, U
THEB, MONOOHBEIM KOTOPOMY OHA HUKOTMA He MCIBITHIBAJIA, 0XBATwUI cepate [xenuc. Ee gpoxarue
PYKH IIOTSHYIUCH, YTOOBI BEHIPBATh HEYBaXKUTeJIbHEIE OeJTbie BOJIOCH C KOPHEM, KOrjia spKas JTyHa
OTKpBIJIa ellle OJHO Y2KaCHOe OTKPHITHE: ThIJIbHbIE CTOPOHH €€ PYK OBLIM IOKPHITH MSITHAMU, TAKUMHU
e, KaK Yy CMOPILEeHHBIX cTapyx! OckopOieHue ObIIO CIUIIKOM CUILHBEIM, U IIOCJIE 3TUX CJIOB [[KEHMUC
TIOBA/IUIIaCh Ha 3a[IHION0 YaCThb, TPOXJIAOHBIN KaMeHb XKEeCTOKO HAalTOMHWUII e, 4T0 3TO Obla ee
PEeanbHOCTb.

"Kak.. 3T0.. BO3MOXKHO?" - Ty1akasa [IKeHuc, He 3a60TSACH O TOM, YCIIBIIIAT JIK ee Apyrue. Kpome
CTPaKHUKOB, BEICTABJIEHHHIX Y IJIaBHOI'0 Bxofa B [IBopel] Bocxoma, oHa 3Hasa, 4TO HUKTO OPYTOX HE
OymeT 60IPCTBOBATEL B 3TO BpeM.

OTuyastHHe TSIBKAJIO Y Hee II0 MsATaM, KaK HaJoedJIUBHIH IIeHOK, KOTOPHIM He VHAET, CKOJIbKO OBl OHa
HU HacTauBasa. Korga [IxKeHuC 3akKiouynia CoeNKy ¢ AKUPOH, OHa AyMalia, YTO ee HOBasl BHEIIHOCTh
OymeT nocTossHHOM. Ho Temneps OHa BBITEKAET U3 Hee, KaK U3 pelleTa, ¥ oHa 6eccuibHa 3T0
OCTaHOBUT.

"Akmupa!" - 3aKpryana oHa B He00, CJI0BHO ThMa caM CIPHITHET ¢ Hebec 0 ee IPUXOTH.

Ecnu ee o6peTeHHas KpacoTa IPOJOJIKUT UCYe3aTh, TO [IKeHNUC MOXKeT 3a0bITh 0 HafleXK e
3abpaThcs B IOCTENb OOraToro JBOpSIHWHA U 00peyb cebs Ha XKU3Hb B cafly MmnepaTtpunsl Katu.
Het. 9T0 He BapuaHT.

[>xeHuC pemiuTeNnbHO QLIPKHYTIA, He XeJlas T03BOJIUTL CBOEMY OyOyIeMy Tak XkKe JIETKO
YCKOJIb3HYTh, KaK U ee BHEITHOCTh. OHa IJIy00KO B3[IOXHYNA, €€ PyK: METOJUYHO [IPUBEIIU ee
BHEIITHUM BUJ] B TIOPSIOK, YTOOH! OHA BHITJIAMEINIa TaK XKe IIPEeKpPacHo, KaK BCEeTa, 3a UCKITIOYEHNEM
OeJbIX BOJIOC U IATHUCTHIX PYK. [[2KEHUC HomKHa Oblla 3aKOHYUTH BCE 3TOU HOUbIO.

Janice kpapeTcs Ha LBITOYKAX Ha KyXHIO, Kak 6yaTo cobupaeTcsl yKpacThb ey, Kak 00b4HO. Tuxo
CKDUIIST IepPeBSIHHbIE TI0JIOBULILI ITOT €€ BecoM. Ho ceropiHs HOYBIO OHA He 6epeT OCTaBIIUUCS
yepCTBBIY X71e0 unu nepecnensie GpPyKTH. Ee pyku TAHYTCS K mKady, KOTOPHIH 06BIYHOMY
IIepCOHAaJly, TAKOMY KaK OHa, 3ampelieH. [[3)KeHNC C YCUINeM iepraeT, HO IPOKJIATH MKad rpeMur,
oOHazxkasl TOHKYIO Llellb, yOePKUBAIOUIYI0 eT0 3aKPHITEIM.

"O, papu Xemnuoca", - pyraercs [KeHNC, BHe3allHbIi BCIIJIECK CUJIBI, 0 KOTOPOM OHa He 3Hala,
1oMoraeT el pa3opBaTh mKad. CroMaHHas Ienb IafjlaeT Ha CTOJI BHHU3Y, HO OHa He oOpalllaeT Ha Hee
BHHMaHU4, TI00YysICh CBOe JOOBIUEel.

Tam cTosiT Oy THIIKM BUHA, aKKYPaTHO CII0KEHHEIE B HECKOJIBKO PSIHOB. [I:KeHuC 3abupaeTcs Ha
IIATKUAY CTOJIMK, YTOOHI MOTyYIlle pACCMOTPETh. AJTKOT'0JIb SIBHO XOPOLIET0 KayeCTBa, HEKOTOPLIE U3
HUX KOPUYHEBLIE, KaK 3eMJIs, a APYTue mpo3payHee Bogbl. COCyIbl COeTaHbl U3 XPYCTAJs ¥ HIeaTbHO
IEMOHCTPHUPYIOT CBoe comepxkuMoe. OHa OCTOPOKHO IepebrupaeT CBOM MHOTOYNCIEHHBIE BAPHUAHTHI,
menast TIyOOKHH BIOX KAXKIOTO, YTOOBI OIIEHUTH X KPEIIOCTh.

MHorue 13 HUX CIIMIIKOM cJiabble U I[BETOYHEIE, TOT PO HAIIUTKOB, KOTOPHIM HPABUTCS KEHIIUHAM.
Ho B kKoHIIe KOHIIOB [[2KEHUC OYYysiyia HeGOobIIyI0 OYTHIIKY ¥ 00HapyKujIa, YTO ee Tla3a CIIe3sTCs
0T KpemnocTy BuHa. KOHast ropHUYHas NOBOJIBHO yibibaeTcs cebe. ITo OymeT paboTaTh umeanbHO.

MecTo mpecTyIyieHus: 0CTaBIEHO KaK ecTh, [[2KeHUC YBepeHa, UTo ee IJIaH cpaboTaeT, gaxe eciu
BO3HUKHYT HEKOTOPhIE IIPENSITCTBUS /I ee KPacoTkl. B 11060M ciiyyae TeMHO, TakK 4YTO ee Liejlb He
3aMeTuT. Y OHa maBHO CIIbIIIana, YTO OH AKEHT/IbMeEH. [[ake eClii OH 3aMeTHUT, ¥ HeTO XBaTUT
MOPAaJIbHOM 1IEeJIOCTHOCTH, YTOORI B35ITh Ha Ce0s OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a Hee, OeJHYI0 TOPHUYHYIO,
KOTOPYIO OH "CIIy4alHO" OIIPHUXOM0BaJl.



Kmiou BucCHT Ha TBO37ie BO3JIe ABepH, U [IxKeHUC 3abupaet ero, mpsyda B papTtyke. Korma oHa
IOCTUTAET OBEPH, KOTOPOU MOJIb3YeTCs epCOHas, OHa OepeT CBOM YKpaoeHHBIN KIto4Y U 6eCIIyMHO
BeIxoOuT U3 JIBopiia Bocxopsmero Comnuiia. Ee ry6bl, U30THYTHIE AYTOM, HACBUCTHIBAIOT MTPOCTYIO
HapOIHYIO MeJIOOUI0, KOTOPYIO ee MaTh Iefia el, Korga [[KeHHUC OTIpaBiseTCs 110 TPOUHKE K
Ka3zapMaM KOpPOJIEBCKOU TBapuU.

VBEHI, He Kaxpas Aylla Ha cCaMOM [ieJjie TIOTPYy3uiack B COH. Peko mmo3BosiuB cebe mepephiB, YTOOL!
OTOUTH OT CTOPOHEI MIMIlepaTpuIlbl U BEIIUTEL CTaKaH BOAbl, Kopa cTana cBUAeTeneM pa3rpoma
IKeHuC MTUYHOTO BUHHOTO IKada MMmnepaTpuilbl. Ee CIOKOWHEBIN B3TJISIT HY Ha MTHOBEHUE He
OTPHIBAJICS OT CIEHEI, IPENOYTS CTOSITh B CTOPOHe M Ha0momaTh. MMIepaTpuiia faBHO I0J03peBasia
3Ty Harjylo TOPHUYHYIO, KOTOPYIO OHAa HaHssa, U, 6e3ycioBHO, BO3HArpaguT Kopy 3a To, 4To OHa
IIoMaja 5TO BOPOBCTRBO.

Kopa GecirymMHO BoIITa Ha KyXHIO, KOTfa [I;)KeHHC HacBUCTHIBajIa, OBICTPO 3aMETHB, YTO UCUE3
CaMOT'0OH, KOTOpHIH MMnepaTpuiia mo0uIa CMENIMBaTh C PPYKTOBLIM COKOM [IJIsE KPEeIoCTH. JInuHas
TOpPHUYHAs He MOTIJla He XUXUKHYTD IIpo ceOsi. Mosofas KeHIIHa, POoIycKaolas TpagulioHHOe
BHHO, CIeJJaHHOE M3 COKA PEOKUX BOCTOYHEIX XPHU3AHTEM, Pagu 9KCTPa-KPemnkKoro camorona? Kak
ctpaHHo. Kopa oTMeTHIa OTCYTCTBHE KJTI04Ya ¥ BEPHYJIACh Ha CBOM IIOCT, MOKISBIIHACH COOOIIUTH
VimmepaTpuile, Kak TOJIbKO ee BennuecTBo IPOCHETCS.

Yro kacaetcs [Ixkenuc? [laxe ecnu Obl OHa 3Hasa, YTO KTO-TO ee BUOEI, 9TO He UMeJI0 Obl [T Hee
3HA4YeHH.

Kazapma Orina mocTpoeHa Tak, YToOsl ee ObLIO JIETKO HAaBUTUPOBATh. [IIMHHBIE KOPUIOPHI, KOTOPHIE
HOYHbIE CTPaXKU CJIUIIKOM 3aHSTH IPEMOTOM, YTOOH UX OXPAHSTh, MOTJIM BMECTUThH HECKOJIBKO
B3POCJIBIX MYKUMH. Y3KHe OKHa He aBajii Xopollero 0030pa, a B 3naHUU OLIYIIaiCs TEPIKUH, IBHO
MYy2KCKOH 3alax.

HiMeHHO celyac, KOrga OHa KpageTcs 10 TUXMM KOpHUOopaM, OKpPYyKeHHas CoJijaTaMU, HEPBO3HOCTh
[IKeHNC HauMHAEeT PacTU. A 4TO, eCJU ee Iellb He HalOeT ee IIPUBIeKaTENbHON? DTO HEBO3MOXKHO,
Be[b OHa YBEpeHa, 4TO OHa caMas KpacuBasl XKeHIIMHa BO JBOPIie, HO BCerga eCTh UCK/II0YEHU.

CKpUII OTKPHIBAIOIIENCS ABEPH BHIBOAUT [IJKEHUC U3 PA3OyMui, ¥ OHA 3aMUPAET B TEMHOM KOPHUIOPE.
Kakoe-To TeJo BEICKa/Ib3EIBAET U3 IBEPH, COHHBIE I'1a3a nafaloT Ha [[keHuc. OHa HEPBHO
CTJIaTHIBAET, XOTS 3HAET, UTO B TEMHOTE €€ JIUIla He BUAHO. Bbio OB 11710X0, ecniy OBl OHA MTPUBJIEKIIA
He Ty 0oObIuy.

"KTo TBI?" - BODUUT CTPAXHUK, IIOTUPAsi COHHBIE I'Jla3a.

II>KeHuC 3HAeT, HACKOIbKO XOopo1io OGY‘-IGHBI KOpPOJIEBCKHUE FBapJIefILIBI, 1 CTpaX CKHUMAET ee cepane,
KOr'la €e POT Ha4rWHaeT HeCTHU YyIlb.

"fl.. 1 nmpumina, 4ToO6b CMEHUTH HOYHbIE TOPIIKK", - TOPOILJIMBO OTBeYaeT [[KeHMC.
"TTocpenu HOUM?" - TOMO3PUTENLHO CIIPAIINBAET CTPAXK.

I>KeHKC efBa He 0OMOYHKIIACh OT y2Kaca IIPX MBICIIH, YTO €€ IIJIaH IIpoBanuTcs. Ee MoryT 6pocuTh B
TI0g3eMeNbe U Ka3HUTh 32 BTOPKEHUE - KaXKIyI0 TOPHUYHYI0, TPUOBIBAIONIYI0 B UMIIEPATOPCKUM
IBOpEI, y4aT IOCIENCTBUSIM BTOPKEHUS B 3alIPETHEIE MECTa.

"Om-ma. Bupute nu, S HOBeHbKasi. MHe CKa3aiH, YTO WHOTIa HOUbI0 CTpaXKu OyOyT HyKOAThCS B
ocBOOOXKIeHUH. A MOKHA HavyaThb C KOMHATHI HavyaIbHUKA U IIPOUTHU 110 KaXKI0My KOPUAOopY", -
BHIIIAJIMBaeT [I>KeHHucC.



"HavyanpHuUK?" - CHOBa CIIpallliBaeT CTpax.

OTomBUHYB pa3apazkeHue B CTOPOHY, [IKEHUC C HeTepPIeHneM XKfasa, Korma ee co6eCeIHUK 3aacT
clemyloImui Bompoc. Kak oHa Morjia 3HaTh BCe 9THU CIIeIMalbHbIe TEPMUHEI, €CITH HUKOTa He
yuunachk? Moofo¥ 4eI0BeK TOBOPUII KakK MaIbuUK, OeIalOLIii CBOU ITEPBLIE IIard K B3POCIEHHUIO.
I>XeHrC TOYyBCTBOBasIa HEOOJIBIIYIO TOPAOCTh, BEOb OHA OBIIa CTapIlle 9TOTO CTPaXKHUKA, U
TI03BOJIMIIa HEMHOT'0 BLICOKOMEPHS POCKONIb3HYTh B CBOM T'OJIOC.

"V Tebst TaK MHOT'O BOIIPOCOB, He TaK JiK, I0HOIIa? Hy, pa3 Tkl He XOUelllb JIOKHUTHCS CIIaTh, ITPOBOAU
MeHSI B KOMHATy KOMaHAupa, YTOOH S MOTJjla HayaTh OTTyaa".

Mornopoit yenoBek OYpKHYI 4TO-TO cebe IO HOC, SIBHO Pa3gpakeHHbIH ee TepeMeHo TOHa, HO BCe
JKe MTOKOPHO mnoinen Bunepen. OHU K 110 OJIMHHOMY KOPUZOPY, CIIBIIIA TOIBKO 3BYK CBOUX ILIaroB.
Kaxppiii CKpun ¥ 3BYK 3aCTaBiisii [I;)KeHUC B3gparuBaTh, oHa 60sack, 4To Ooyiee OOUTENbHBIN
CTPaXXHUK UX 3aMeTuT. Ho OHM moUIny 0o KOHIIa Kopuaopa 0e3 MPOUCIIeCTBUM, U CTPAXKHUK, Ybe
JIUIIO BCe ellle OBIJI0O CKPHITO BO ThMeE, ITPOBOPYAIT:

"9T0 KOMHaTa capa ['peropu, Hallero KOMaHOyIOIIEro, I0Ka OCHOBHBIE CUJIBI HAXOOSITCS B ABepHare.
[TocTapaiiTech He yIacTh B 0OMOPOK OT 3allaxa, Beb 3eCh OMHU MYKYUHEL".

C 3TuMHM CJI0BaMU pa3ApaxkKeHHbIH CTPaXKHUK yIIes, 0CTaBuB [[2KEHUC HaeAuHe C HaCJIeTHUKOM
CaMOTO0 KPYIHOTO TePLOTCTBa DPyIUaHCKOM UMIIEPUH.
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