3UMHS$S Nedu BHITNISIfENa IOTpscalollle, KOTraa s BIepBhle ee yBUAen. Ee rpairo3Has ocaHKa 1
yTOHYEHHbIe MaHEPH! cpa3y Opocanuck B ria3a. Ho 3a 9To¥ BHelTHeN 0007109YKOM CKPHIBAIOCh HEYUTO
OosbIlee - OCTPHIM YM U MMPOHUIIATEIBHEIN B3r/Is Ha Mup. OHa He Obllla TaKOM, KaK OCTaIbHBIE, U 9TO
OYEBUHO MPUTATUBAJIO MEHS K HEH.

Korpma s 3ameTnn, 4TO MaJleHbKas MeBOYKa B KEJITOM IIJIaThe U XKEeHIIMHA pAaooM C HEW,
IIPEAIIOIOZKUTEIEHO €€ MaTh, UCIIEIIETIAIOT 3UMHIOIO JIEIH B3TIAAaMU, MO€E JI00OIBITCTBO TOJIBKO
BO3poOCIIo. 9ta Henpy}Kemo6Haﬂ peaKknus JINIIb IIOATBEPONIIa MO€ BIle4YaTJ/IeHHE, YTO OHa He TaKaf,
KaK OCTaJIbHEIE.

CnycTsl 4ac UM fiBa, KOrfa CKydalolllee 0XKHuAaHKWe CTal0 HEBHIHOCUMEBIM, 51 PEIIXJl 3aTOBOPUTH C
Mapueii. X0Ts BEIUKONENE 3ajla ¥ KPYyKaILIUeCcs B TAHIE CUIYITH BCE ellle 3aBOPaXKUBaId MEHSI, 5
YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO 3a 3TOW BHELIHEN KPAcOTOM CKPHIBAETCS HEUTO TEMHOE U 3JI00HOeE.

"Mapus, pa3Be 9TO He IIPeKpacHO?" - CIPOCUJ I, HAPOYHO BOCXUINAsICh YOPAaHCTBOM 3ajla, B TO BpeMs
KaK HU3KOKJIIYEeBOU OPKeCTP HaurphiBajl OYepeHyo MeIofuto. A MOHUMaJl, 4To O 4eJI0BeKa,
IIPUBHIKINET0 K OOraTCTBY, HUYETro 0COOEHHOTO B 3TOM 3ajle HET, HO eCJIU ObI 5 ITOIBITAJICS CIIUTHCS C
TOJITIOM, 3TO BHITJISIAENIO OBl TJIYTIO0, KaK UTrpa pebeHKa B IepeofieBaHuUe.

"Oyenb KpacuBo, Ballle BEICOYECTBO," - 0TBeTUIa Mapwus, ee ria3a CUAIu 0T BocTopra. HecMoTps Ha
TO, 4TO Mapus Obijla BieyaT/ieHa BeJIUKOJIENeM 3ajla, OHa Io-pexkHeMy 3a00T/InBo 060 MHE
yXaXKuBasla, MPOTSATUBAs IIATOK, YTOOBI BEHITEPETH KPOIIKY C MOUX T'y0.

HeoxXupgaHHO g YCIIBIIIAT 3BYK IIaT0B ¥ Pe3K0e 3aMOJIKaHie pa3roBOPOB, HO He 00paTHll Ha 3TO
oco0oro BHUMaHHUS, IPOJ0/IKasa HeIIPUHYXKIeHHO 00/TaTh ¢ Mapuen.

"3mpaBCTBYH, 3UMHSASA. YOUBIIEHA, YTO THI 3[I€Ch," - pa3fasics pa3apaxKawIlldi I0HbIM Toj1oc. I
00epHYJICS K CBOEW CBOOHOMU CEeCTpe C YIBIOKOM, CIIOBHO He 3aMeyasi ee IIPHUCYTCTBHUS.

"Ixynus!" - BOCKIUKHYI 5 C IIAPOKOM yIBIOKOM, Habiomas, KaK ee JIUI0 MEHSEeTCS TOf
BO3MIEMCTBHEM 3TOI'0 HETIPUBLIYHOTO [JIsT Hee o0OpallleHus.

Takast rpaHIMO3HAs ClieHa, YTOOH 3aKPEIUTh MOe I0JI0KEeHNe KaK HeJOTEeIkl UMIIEPaTOPCKOM
ceMbH, OBIJI0 OBI TJIYTIO I0JIaraTh, YTO 3TOT Bedep IMpoiifeT 6e3 MPOUCIIECTBUM. OTa CUTyalus
HallOMUHAET MHe, KaK OfHa 13 00JIeIbInuI] "cTy4aiHo" IPOIMBaeT CBOM MOJIOYHHIM ITaKeT Ha
JKEepTBY, JaBas OCTAJIbHBEIM IITKOJIbHUKAM KapT-0/IaHII HA U3[[eBaTe/IbCTBA Hafl Hell. f yXe He pa3
TaKoe BUME]I.

Ixymust OBICTPO MpHIIUIa B ce6s Iociie Moel HeymayHOM IMOMBITKY JaTh e IIPO3BUIle, UTHOPUPYS
CMeIIIKY OKPYXKaIoIINX, Ha0II0aBIINX 3a 3TOM HEXKHOM pa3MOJIBKOM MeXKIy CeCTpaMHu.

"IIpocTo 30BU MeHs [IXKymnus," - CyX0 OTBETUJIa MO CECTPa, [OTPAruBasicCh 4O CBOEr0
OCJIETIUTENIbHOT0, BHI3HIBAIOLIETO OOTATCTBA T'OJIOBHOI'O yOOpa - THAPHI, CIIOBHO HaroMuHas cebe, KTO
oHa Takas. [Ipunnecca [IxXynus, noub geucTByoled UMneparpuiisl, BHy4kKa Kaniyiepa [[I0BepHS U
mpefrnosaraeMulii pe0eHOK, KOTOPHIM [OJIzKHa Oblyta OBITH 1.

4 omapuna ee eire 6osee crnagkoy ynbIOKOM, Korga oHa Opocuiia Ha MeHST YHUYUKUTEIbHBINA B3TTIS,
3aTeM MPOTSHYJIa KO MHE PYKH, SSBHO C HEHOOPHIMY HaMEPEHUSIMHU.

"CecTpa," - Hayasa OHa B cj1a00ii IOMBITKE 3By4YaTh 1I00€3HO, "OyMalo, Thl CETONHS BHTIISAUIIb 04EHb
CKPOMHO. JTO MOIXOASAIINUY HApSA Oist Te0s."

M4 BRITTISIAENH, KaK IBE CeCTPHI, IPeKpacHo nafsilre ApYyT ¢ OpyroM. f cxKaa ee pyKH B OTBET Ha



ee "KOMIIIIMEHT", KOrfia oHa (baKTI/I‘-IeCKI/I Hajia IOHSTh, YTO S HeMOCTOWHA HOCUTh YTO-TO
BeJIN4YeCTBEHHOE M3-3d MOET0 ITPOUCXOXKIOEHHU .

"Tel Bcerga Tak Muiia Ko MHe, [Ixxynus. Ecimu Okl He MaMa, BeIOpaBIIas [JIsT MEHS 3TO KpacUBOe
maThe, Y MEHSI HUUero gpyroro He Obo Obl, YTOOH HafieTh. f Tak OrarogapHa MaMe, YTO OHA

CMOTJIa HaWTH [JIST MEHS IIJIaThe, KOTOpoe omo0puia Okl TH." - TapHPOBaia S TAKUM K€ MITKHM
TOHOM.

HeckonbKo 4et0BeK IPUIIOTHSIN OPOBY, YCIIBIIIAB MO€e 3asBIeHre, HO HUKTO He BMeIacs. 4
IOBOJILHO YINBIOHYack cebe, B TO BpeMs Kak nuilo [IXKynuu cTano elle 6ojiee KUCIEIM. {1 He 0co60
UCKYIIIeHa B 9TOM 3aByaJIMPOBAHHOM JUCKYpCe, HO [IXKymus mesaeT 9TO CIMIIKOM Jierko. [Tapo# ¢pas
s majia MOHSATh, YTO MOM 3JIeTAHTHBIN, HO CJIMIIKOM ITPOCTOM [JIT TAKOTO TOPIKECTBa Haps[ - He
pe3yIbTaT MOeH HeBeXKEeCTBEHHOCTH, a pelleHune camoi Mmmeparpuiibl. OCKOPOUTL MO BHEIITHOCTh
B OyIyILINX CIUIETHSIX - 3HAUUT OCKOPOUTE BEIOOD MIMIlepaTpULib.

H}KYJ'II/IH MeJJIEHHO OCO3HaBaJlla HOJIpa3YMeBaeMBIfI CMBEICJI MOHUX CJIOB, M KOT'ma 40 Hee OOIIIO, €€ POT
CXKaJICs, CIIOBHO OHa TOJIBKO YTO OTBEOajla JINMOHA.

"Te1!." - HAYana oHa, Opocasi CBOM APYKeTI00HbIM CeCTPUHCKUM 00pa3 ¥ BEIPEIBAs CBOU PYKU U3 MOUX.

"Uto He Tak?" - CIipocuia I HEBUHHO, OyATO 9 HUYETO IJI0X0r0 He cKa3asjia. Mou clioBa CTanu
KaTaJnu3aToOPOoM, IIPOPBABIIUM IJIOTHHY, COAEPXKUBAIOLIYIO SPOCTHEIE YYBCTBA [[KYIUU.

"Tlouyemy TH Bememib ceOs Tak? Thl fyMaellb, YTO TH MHe paBHa? [103BoJIb MHE CKa3aTh TeOe, ThI
HuyTO! TH HUXKeE I'PSA3HU, TH - PabbIHs!" - meku [[XKynuu pacKpacHeNIUCh OT SIPOCTHU, €e 3aBUTHIE
JIOKOHBHI TTOANIPEITUBAJIY, KOTTla OHa HaOpocunack Ha MeHs. Kak Obl Muna Hu Obinia [IXKymnus, ee
TeMIIepaMeHT He 3HaeT PaBHBIX CPefX BCeX 071arOPOOHEIX JIE[HU.

¢ mo3Bonua cBoel HUXKHeM rybe ciierka 3aipoxkaTh, CJIOBHO 5 Obl/la paHeHa, ¥ 00eqHbIH 61eCK B
rna3ax [[XKyJIuu 1morac, He 0Kuaasi MOero CIemyIouero yaapa.

"TloueMy ThI Ha3bIBaEIIb MeHS paObIHeN?" - BCXJIUITHYIA S, CJIOBHO T'OTOBAs paclylakaThCs. 4
4YyBCTBOBAaJa, KaK TOJNa HaOIooaomuX He3aMeTHO IPUABUHYIAch O1IMXKe, CTasl TUeH, IPUTSAHYTasd
MO€el IeMOHCTPUPYEMOii cl1aboCThIO.

FOnus dripkHYyIa, yKe B CBoeM BooOpaxkeHUu cuuTas cedst mobenutenpHunei. "KoHeuHo, BeOb ThI
poxpeHa oT paba. 3HauuT, TH U caMma pad, pa3Be HeT?"

"4 maxke He 3HAIO, KTO MOS MaTh. EMMHCTBEHHBIM POOUTEIH, KOTOPOTO g 3HAIO, - 3TO HAIII OTel],
uMIepaTop.” f mocTy4asna nasblieM 110 TOA00POAKY, TO3BOJISS Ha JIKIe TIOSBUTHCS IIOKMPOBaHHOE
BeIpaxkeHue. "HKOmus, TH 4TO.. TH Ha3bIBaelllb HAIIEeTo OTia padom?"

3asT HATIOJTHUIICS aXaMH, ¥ OJUH U3 MY3BIKAHTOB, YCIIBIIIIABIINH, YTO s CKa3asa, COUICS C HOTH Ha
CBOEM BHOJIOHYEJIH, 3aMOJTHUB BO3AYX OUCCOHAHCOM. HakoHel, 3Tu (anbInuBee OpyXKenoOHbe
MaCKH IBOPSH CIanu, o0HaXas CHIPOH CTpax.

KT0 He 3HaN 0 HecyacTHOM I'pade U ero ceMbe, KOTOPHIX BCeX Ka3HUIN 3a 0CKopOieHue
IIPOUCXOXKMIeHUSI UMIlepaTopa? B KOHIle KOHIIOB, MOM OTell U 1 He TaK YK U CUJIbHO pa3nudaeMcs, 0b6a
MHI - BHeOpa4HEble IeTH Hallero oTia. ToJbKO Te, KTO 3HaeT BCI0 FOPBKYIO IIPaBAy 3TOT0 fiela, JaBHO
MEPTBEI.

¢ Hacnaxkpgaloch CMITEHMEM, OXBaTHUBIINM OKpYyKalolux, ¥ Habsonao, Kak nuio KOnuu uckaxaeTcs
OT TOAPa3yMeBaeMOT0 3HaUeHUs MOUX CJIOB. S MBICJIEHHO XJI0Talo ce0s 110 CIIUHE 3a TO, YTO



BCIIOMHHJIa MAJIOM3BECTHEIE JE€TAJIN U3 3TOI'0 pOMaHa.

"Yro? Yto, HeT! Moii OTeIl - Halll OTel] He.. OH MPOXUCXOOUT U3 OrmaropogHerinero poga! 9 66 HUKOTIA
He CTaJla Tak IpefamnonaraTh!" - B oT4assHUM TOBOPUT FOmusi, OrnsabBasich Ha TOJIY B MOKMCKAX
OMIePKKH.

Ho 370 6BIT0 €710, B KOTOPOE laXke OHU He MOTJIM BMeIlaThCsl, YTOOBI Bce UcIpaBuTh. OcKopbieHue
IIPaBUTEJIS Kapajioch CMEPTHOM Ka3HbI0, ¥ HUKTO He X0TeJl OpaThCs 3a 3To Aeno. Kak npuHIecca,
FOnusi, 6e3ycnoBHo, OyzeT molaXxeHa, HO €CIM OHU CKaxXyT YTO-TO He TO B 3amuty KOnuu, uM Ol
OTPYOUITH T'OJIOBHL.

"Mamouykaaaaa!"

['ma3a Moel CBOJHOU CEeCTPHI HAIlOJIHUINCH Clle3aMy, KOT[la OHa He HalllJla ITOAAEPKKHU Cpeau
IBOPSH, KOTOPHIE BOPYT IIOTEPSIIM UHTEPEC K HalleMy pasroBopy. FOnus y6exarna o6paTHO K
cupsiel TaM C HEIIPUSATHHIM BhIpaXkeHueM JNrlla umnepaTpuile Katre. 4 momaxana "Matepu", 6yaTo
IpedbIAyInas CUTyalus He TOJIBKO YTO IIPOMU30Iyia nepeno MHoM. OHa yMyOpuack HaTIHYTO
YNBIOHYTHCS, CTIOBHO KTO-TO IEPXKUT HOXK Yy Hee IOoJ ropiioM U TPedyeT 3TOro.

"Baiiie BEICOYECTBO!" - KTO-TO OKJIMKHYJI MeHS c3aAu. f pe3ko o6epHyach, U MOs AJIMHHASA KOca efiBa
He XJIeCTHYJIa MeH 10 JIMIY, BOCKIIMIAs OT YOAUBJIEHUS.

"Cap OuHH!" - paloCTHO CKa3asa i, TOYTH IOJIHOCThI0 3a0kiB 1po KOmuio. Mosomoi priaphb
BBITJIAIUT CETOOHS IIeT0JIeM B CTAPOMOAHOM KOCTIOME C (panpmaMu, mepuyaTKaMy U 0eCTIINM
3HQYKOM, IIOATBEPXKAALIUM ero IPUHAAJIe’KHOCTh K KOPOJIEBCKOU IrBapauu. ETo CBeTIible BOJIOCH
3a4decaHHl Ha3a[, IpuaBas eMy KJlaCCU4eCKUY BU[, KOTOPHIY feJlaeT ero CTaplle CBOUX JIeT.

Mrnapie OBOPSIHKY B TOJINE KPACHEIOT 3a IJIaTKaMK M KOKETJIMBO IIPUTJIaXKUBAIOT Ce0si, CTTIOBHO
TIABJIMHEI B HajleXK e ObITh 3aMeUYeHHEIMH. 4 efiBa clepKuBaio (GEIPKAaHbe M3-3a UX OTYASTHHEBIX
merncTBui, 0co6eHHO KOTJa OfHa MoJiofias XKeHIIMHa, e[Ba yceBias qe0l0TupoBaTh B 00IIECTBE,
POHSIET BHIIIUTHIH IIAaTOK IPsiMo y Hor ®uuHA. Kak 6yaTo s octaBmio OWHHA 3TUM BOJIKAM.

4 ¢ sHTy3uMa3MoM Gepy ero 3a PyKy, 3acTaBjsisi Mapu ITOCIIEBaTh 3a HaMH, ITOKa MBI ITpobupaeMcst
CKBO3b TOJIIY. { CrennanbHO HACTYIIAl0 Ha LIBETOYHBIN IJIATOK, BAABIUBas KAOIyK, Tpexkae 4eM
IPOIOJIXKUTE IMyTh. 1 6pocaio MOCIemHUN B3I Yepe3 IJIed0, U CJIell, OCTABIeHHbIH HaMH,

3¢ ()eKTHBHO pPa3TroHsSIEeT BCEX, TAaK YTO CTAHOBUTCS BUIHO He(OpPMabHEIM TPOH, Ha KOTOPOM CHUOEITH
MO OTell 1 6paThs.

KpacHoe, MSITKOe KpecJio uMiepaTopa ['efiio cCoBepIIeHHO MyCcTo, ¥ Mos mobema Hag FOnuen
IIpeBpallaeTcs B MOIyio mobemy. S mymaio 0 X0JI0mHOM, 6e3:KU3HEHHOM B3TJISIAe MOETro OTIIa,
KOTOPHIM HU pa3y He yIOCTOUJI MeHs B3TJISIIOM 3a BeCh Beuep. Moe ceppille HEMHOTO OOJIUT, U S BUHIO
CBOM 3MOILIMM B TOM, YTO 3aCTpsijia B I0HOM TeJie. IIpocTo 4TOOB OCTaHOBUTE YI'PO3Y CIIE3,
TOJCTYIAIUIUX K TJIa3aM, 1 HEMHOT'0 CMeIOCh, YeM myraio ®uHHa, 3aCTaBUB €r0 IIOCMOTPETh Ha
MEHS.

"C ToOo¥ BCe B mopsigke?" - cripamrBaeT ®UHH, KOTa MBI BHIXOOUM Ha 3a0pOIIeHHYI0 U3-3a
IIPOHU3LIBAKOIE! 3UMHEN CTyXKU, faxke HECMOTPS Ha BECHY, Teppacy.

"IMa." HeT. Most MaTh faBHO MepTBa. Mou OTell - BEICOKOMEPHBIM Mep3aBell. Mosg Madexa U CBOOHAS
cecTpa XOTSAT MeHs yOUTk.

A MumMoxomoM 3a7arCh BOIIPOCOM, HE€ OINYyIMAlo JIX 4 KaKHUM-TO 06pa30M I1e4qailb HpOI.T.U'IOfI 3UMEI, HO
6BICTpO OT6paCbIBaIO 9Ty €10, TaK KdK B IIDOTHBHOM CJIy4dae 4 II0YYBCTBOBaAJIad OnI ee 9MOIINH



3apaHee.
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