B oTnuune oT BpeMeHu B qoMe BhsiHKHM, KOTHa s majgai 0e3 CO3HAHUS B CBOEH KaJIKOM TEMHHUIIE,
YacTHIa CO3HAHUS OCTAETCS CO MHOH. 4 crbiiry, Kak ®uHH 00pYIIIMBAeT CJIOBECHBIH afl Ha
KOPOJIEBCKUX I'BapieilieB, KOTOPHIE 3aTAIIWIM MEHS CIOa, ¥ 3BOH KJII0Uel B 3aMKe MOel KaMepHl.

"Tuxo, ®uHH", - TOBOPUT JI0pA Bonbdraur. YousneHre Ipu BUAE €r0 IPUCYTCTBUS HEMHOTO
IIONHUMaeT MeHs, ¥ MOU IJla3a IPUIIYPUBAIOTCSA B KaMepe. KoMaHOup KOPOJIeBCKOU I'Bapiuy, O
KOTOPOM XO[SIT CJIyXHY, YTO OH PEIKO IIOKUIaeT CTOPOHY MOET0 OTIa, CIIyCTUICS Clofa, YTOOH
3abpaTth MeHs? A 4yBCTBYIO ceOs TaKUM OCOOEHHBIM, IyMalo s C CapKa3MOM.

Bbomnbmue, HO HEXKHBIE PYKH nepzKaT MOH 3allACThdA, U C TPOXOTOM MeETajlJla Ha 3€MJII0 CIIadaloT IeIln.
MeHs MOOHUMAIOT U KJIagyT KOMY-TO Ha IIJI€40, d XKEeJIThIe BOJIOCHI IMIEKOYYT MOM HOC.

"®-QuHH.." cnabo mpousHomy 5. 3a0yabTe 06 00MOPOYHOM COCTOSTHUM KakK y JIeBUIlH B Oefie, MeHS
HeceT MUJIBIY, HO pa3apaxawmuil OurH! 3aMpu, Moe I0HOe cepale.

"TIpocTo oTHbIXal, Ballle BLICOYECTBO", - MSITKO TOBOPUT OH. MoU BeKM CHOBA TSKEJIEIOT, U A
3aKphIBal0 X, HO YyBCTBYIO JIETKOE CMYILIeHNeE, fenas 3T0.

"BEI He MOXKeTe IT03BOJIUTh, YTOOH! 3TO [IeJI0 IPOCTO OBITI0 3a0bITO, KaK UHIUMIEHT C OTPaBIeHHUEM.
9710 ciuumKkoM MHOro, Bonmbdranr!" - cepouro munut OunH. [Toka 5 1exXy Ha ero Ijede, IaxHyIleM
MYKCKUM MYCKYCOM, 51 IogHUMAa OpoBU OT ero HehopManbHOTro oOpalieHus K Bonbdrasry.
[TogunHeHHEIN, Ha3bIBAIOIIMY KalluTaHa 110 UMEHH, - 3TO II0BOJ [JIs B3EICKAHUSA, B 3TOM 5 YBEPEH.

Bomnbegrasr usgaet rpoMKul ycTanabsli B3gox. "Ia, s 3Haio".

"OHU 3aX0OdT CIUIIKOM Haneko!" - mambiie ciopuT OuHH.
Ilﬂall

"Ila? 9T0 BCe, YTO THl MOXKeIllb CKa3aTh? He MpoILIo 1 Mecsna C TeX 0P, Kak Thl Hallle]l ee, a yxKe
IIPOU3OIIINIO OBa UHNMOeHTa. [IBa! M Hallla KOpONeBCKasd rBapaus 3aMellaHa B OOHOM 13 Hux!" ®uHH
O4YeHb BO30YXKIEH, ¥ MHE IIPUSITHO CIIbIIIATh, YTO KTO-TO OECIIOKOUTCS 0 MOeM fefie. [0 CUX Iop 9TO
Ka3aJIOCh HEBEPOSITHO OJHOCTOPOHHEH OUTBOM C MO CTOPOHHI.

qa YYBCTBYIO, KaK yracaloumfl COJIHEYHHBIM CBET IIafaeT Ha MOe JIMIO0, ¥ 3Hal0, YTO MBI BHIIIIJIN U3
TEeMHUILBL. ¢ HUKOTr[a He X049y BO3BPAIIAThCA B 3TO CEIPOE, 0e3:KN3HEHHOE MeCTO, U 4 3Halo, 4TO TO,
4YTO 4 BHE]I, eBa LIapallaeT IIOBEPXHOCTb 9TOU TIOPBMEI.

OO6paTHHIH IyTh K MOEMY OBOPIY OTHOCHUTENIBHO THX, HO 5T YYBCTBYIO KHUIISIIYIO 3JI0CTH IO
CIIOKOMHBIM BHeIIHUM BupoM OuHHa. A crnbllly, Kak Mapu IjlayeT, KOraa MeHs IepefaT U3
MYCKYNHUCTHIX 00bsaTUlM ®uHHa B O0siee Markue Mapu. Bce pacnmnbiBaeTcsi, ¥, oyMalo, S 3aCHYT,
IIOTOMY 4YTO B CJIEAYIOLIXU pa3, KOTfa 5 OTKPLIBAIO I'jla3a, {1 JIeXKy Ha CBOeX KpOBaTH B HOYHOU
pyOaike. ®unH Obs TpaB. CIUIIKOM MHOT0€ IIPOU30IIJIO CO MHOM 3@ 9TO KOPOTKOe BpeMs.
TIOBOPAYMBAI0 JIOObIXKKY ¥ YYBCTBYIO YKOJI 00JIM, HO KPOME 3TOT'0 U MPOKYIIEHHOTO S3bIKa, I He TaK
yXK CUJIBHO TocTpafasn. Ho KTo 3HAeT, Kak [0JIT0 3TO IMPOMJIUTCS, TPexXae YeM BMeCTO HeGOIbIIuX
BLIBUXOB y MEHSI OKaxXyTCs CJIOMaHHbIe KOCTH UJIX eIlle XyxKe?

Jlerko noHATE, moyeMy 3umoii B Novelkiss B uTore nana ¥ npuHsia yaaphl, He COMPOTUBINASACh. Ho
MMEHHO 9TO B KOHEYHOM HUTOre ee U yOuno. Mapu 3agpeMara B Kpecjie psiioM C MOei KpOBaThIo,
Mepliaolas cBeya, KOTOPYIO OHa MpUHecsa ¢ co00M, IOYTH IIPoropesia, He 0CTalIoCh IOYTH
HUKAKOT0 BocKa. OHa 3a0rlja 3aKphITh OOHY U3 3aHAaBECOK, ¥ APKUil JIyd CBeTa U3 OKHa OCBelllaeT
KOHYMK MOeW KpoBaTu. {1 BEIOMpPAIOCh U3-TI0M Ofiesiiia, YYBCTBYS Ce0sl MIMPOKO OOIPCTBYIOIIUM, U
pacTATUBalOCh B JIyde CBETA, JIIOOYSICh JTYHOM.



9TO 0OHO U3 TOTO, YTO 4 Tak /1000 B 3ToM Mupe. HouHoe He60. B coBpeMeHHOM MUpe, ¥3 KOTOPOTO
s ©3HAYaJIbHO POOOoM, ObLIM CBOM NMIPEUMYIIECTBA, HO B JIyYIIEM CITydyae MOXKHO ObIJIO YBUIETH TOJBKO
TOPCTKY 3Be3[ B 3aTSHYTOM IbIMKOi HeGe. Ho 3mech? Kak OyATO XynoKHUK B3MaxHYJ 0e10i KUCThIO
110 TeMHOMY X0JicTy. He6o ycesiHO GOJbIIIMM KOJTUYECTBOM 3BE3JI, YeM 5 MOTY KOTrfa-1u00 MeuTaTh
COCYMTATh, U S YYBCTBYIO CIIOKOWCTBHE, MI00YSCH JIyHOU, BEYHO MeHsIoIelcs nyHoi. Co3Be3aus He
Te e caMble, s He MoTy Halitu bombmryio Mensenuny unu OproH, Kak OBl HA CTapasics, HO COJHIE U
JIyHa TO-TIpeXKHEMY BUCAT Ha HeOe, He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, THe S HaXOXKYCh.

4 gomxkHa cTtaTh O0JIbIe TOX0XKeH Ha JyHY. f MpOTATHBal0 CBOI0 MaJleHbKYI0 OJIeOHYI0 PYKY K
Y3KOMY CepIly, CBEPKAIOIIEMy MasKOM B ITOTHOYHOM Hebe. Bcerpa moka3sIBaoIIMii pa3Hyi0 CTOPOHY
cebst TeM, KTO CMOTPHUT, PEIKO PACKPHIBAIOIINI CBOE UCTUHHOE JIUIIO, TIOKA He HACTYIIUT MOAXONSIIAN
MOMEHT. U g TOYHO 3HAl0, C Yero HavyaTb, MOM I'yObl HICKPUBIISIOTCS B TpUMace, Koraa g AyMaio O HuX.
O Tex, KTO BO3/I0KUJI PyKH Ha TOTO, Ha KOT0 He [ojizKeH Obl1. KoponeBckas reapausi. beppuk.

Vix moroBopHas cuila He OOJIKHa HEeIOOLIEHMBAThCS, TaK KAK OHU COCTOST U3 3JIUTHHIX OOMUIIOB U
M3BeCTHHIX ceMeil MMmnepuu. OHu urpaiot 60ee BaxkHYIO Pojib B UMIiepuu, 4eM UM MPUITUCHIBAIOT, U
umneparpuia Kats umeeT 3HaUUTENBHYIO OJTI0 B HUX B Nulle beppuka. Ero TeHUCTHIM B3TTIsA[ HE
BBIXOIUT Y MEHSI U3 TOJIOBHI, U 51 He MOTY MOHSTh, yioMuHascs i oH B Novelkiss. 1 momxHa HalTH
crmoco0 KaK MOXKHO CKOpee OOCTaTh OyMaru Iof IOJIOBUIIAaMU B JoMe BhsHKH.

Ho kak? §1 y6upaio pyKy K Ipyau, Haxomsl O0bIlle BOIIPOCOB, Y€M OTBETOB.

B paHHHUE yTpeHHMEe YacChl s He eIUHCTBEHHAs MOTePsSHHAS AyIlla, UINylas YTeIleHus B IyHe
cerofHs HOYbI0. Hemaneko oTciona, B KOPOJIEBCKOM KabuHeTe, uMnepaTop 'enno 6e33MOUuOHATIBHO
CMOTDUT Ha JIYHY U3 CBOETO OKHa.

"Uto-uubypp emne, Bonbdraur?" - Cpocus oH, He OTPhIBask B3r/Isga OT OTKPHIBAIOIIET0CS BUIA, YTOOHI
IIOCMOTPETH Ha CBOEr'0 BEPHOI'0 IIOMOIIHUKA.

"Xenuo," - ckazan BonbbraHr, Ha3bBas ero UCTUHHLEIM UMEHEM, KaK BCerfia Aeflai, Koraa OHU
OCTaBa/IMCh Hae[lHe, - "ITO y2Ke BTOPOM MHIMAEHT 3a 3TOT Mecsl. [laxe ecnu Tebe BCe paBHO, pa3Be
THI He [yMaelllb, YTO 3TO CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO sl pebeHka?"

"TBopel - kecToKoe MecTo. Eciu 51 6ymy ee OaymoBaTh, OHa CTaHET c/1aboii. MHe He HyXKeH clabblii
pebeHoK".

B ronoce Xenuo 3By4ana 6€33a60THOCTH, HO 3@ TOJIbI COBMECTHHIX CpaXKeHu! BonbdraHr Mor yI0BUTh
eBa 3aMeTHHIE U3MEHEHU B ronoce uMmieparopa. OH IpoaonKai HacTanuBaTh, U ero CIIBI’
3aCTaBJIsJIO €70 HEYCTaHHO MMHATh KOBPOBOE IOKPHITHE, II0Ka OH TOBOPHIL.

"Cnabbii peOeHOK HaMHOTO JIy4llle, YeM MEePTBhIA".

"He coBceM". Temeps Xenro pa3BepHY CBOE Kpecyo, YToOh ITOCMOTPETh Ha Bonbdranra, ero
30JI0THIE TJIa3a 3aCTaBJISAIM MypalIKy 6eraTh 110 KOXkKe MYKUYUHBI, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH JIaBHO
IIPUBEIK K €0 aype.

"CnabocCTh - 3TO IPOCTO 3aTSHYBIIASACS CMEPTER".

BomnbgraHr 1momaBuil BCIIJIECK pa3fpaXkKeHus U OTBEJI B3TJIAM OT JIHuIla Apyra, O0JbIlle He B CUJIaX
BHIIEPKUBATH €I'0 B3TJIS]I.

Xenuno ycMexHyJcsl, 3acTaBuB Bonbdranra ¢ 1060IEITCTBOM IIOCMOTPETH Ha HETO.



"TIpencTaBUTh TOJIBKO, MOSI aypa [0 CUX ITIOP OKa3bIBAeT TaKoe CUIIbHOE BIusgHue Ha bedymuoro [1ca,
faxe I0CJie BCeX 3TUX JIeT", - CKa3all OH C YXMBIIKOM.

"A Bedpb OHa faxe He B3[POTHYJa, IpaBga?" - MpoaosKan Xearuo, MOTPY3UBIINChH B Pa3MHIIIIEHNS.
OH myMaln 0 CBOel KPOIIeYHO! Ao4YepHr, KOTopas C TPYHOM MOOHSIACh II0 CTYIIEHSIM K €ero TPOHY,
yTOOBI BCTPETUTHCS C HUM. B ee ria3ax, Tak ueanbHO OTPazKaloIINX er0 COOCTBEHHEBIE 30JI0ThIE
r7a3a, KOTophle OH KOTla-TO HeHaBUfell 00JIbIlle BCETro Ha CBeTe, He ObII0 HU KallJId CTpaxa.
[TocnepHsis mapa ria3, KOTOphle CMOTPENU Ha Hero Tak 0e33ab0THO, Oblyla pyOMHOBO-KPAacHOM, HO Tak
Ke OBICTPO MCcYe3lla, KakK ¥ HEeOOoJIrOBeYHasl XKHU3Hb HEXKHOI'0 IIBETKA.

"9T10 OBITIO OBOJILHO YMHOE pellleHe - TONONTH KO MHe, KOTHa s He IIPUTTIYIINII CBOIO aypy. f Obl
IIOAyMaJl, YTO KTO-TO IIOLCTaBUJI ee, ecu Obl OHa He Oblla TaKol I0HOU", - 3ayMYUBO
ITPOKOMMEHTUPOBa XeJno, He BhIlaBasi CBOUX BHYTPEHHUX MBICIIEH.

"Ia, - cornacusncs Bonmb¢ranr, - 1 9T0 BOBPEMS CIIACJIO ee OT JIKUBOT'0 IPUX0XKaHKHA. [loyeMy TH He
paspemu MHe YOUTh ero cHoBa?"

Bonbsgranra HasbBanu besymaeiM [IcoM He IPOCTO TaK, ¥ OH YacTO C YIOBOJIbCTBHEM 0€33KaI0CTHO
pa3priBai Bparos Mmnepuu.

"YOuiicTBO OGHOTO MypaBbsl TOJBKO MIPeAyNIPEeauT KONoHU0. [IoKa nydllle HU4ero He
IIPeAIpUHUMATE", - MyIpO CKa3as Xeuo.

"Huyero He npegupuHUMaTh?" - 3aHBUT Bonbdraur. "3T1o.. 9T0 HeBO3MOXKHO, Xenuo! 'ocymapcTBo
3apaXxeHo, HeT, UH(PUIIMPOBaHO BparaMu. BHelllHe BoeHHBIe KOHGIUKTH He pa3pymart Vmnepuro, a
Te aJIYHble Tapa3uTUYeCKUe NBOPSAHE U Te, KTO KUBET BHYTPU 3TOT0 YepToBa aBopual"

BosnbdraHr TSXKeJo ObIIIal I0Cie CBOEr0 B3PHIBA.

"Te1 3aKOHYUN?" - cyx0 crpocuin Xenuno. Ho Bonbdraur He 3aKOHYMI, ¥ OH IIPOI0JIKAJ TOBOPUTH,
XOTS TeMIlepaTypa B KOMHaTe 3HaYUTEIbHO IIOHU3UIACK.

"EnWHCTBEHHAas IPUYMHA, 10 KOTOPOU MpUHIlecCa BUHTED TaK CUIIBHO MTOABEPraeTCs HamageHusIM, -
3TO NIPOPOUYECTBO, KOTOPOoe CBsATas LlepKoBb M3Hajia IATh IeT Ha3afd. Thl caM HeyJa4yHO CTall ee
OTIIOM, Cpa3y I0CJie ero U3gaHus, Mo3ToMy Tebe Halo B3ITh Ha ce0sT OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a ee
0e30macHOCTR".

Xenuo mpopeyarl.

"¢1 cepbesHo, Xemnuo, - 3aKmoun Bonbdraur. - KTo 3HaeT, BO3MOXKHO, TH laXkKe IOJII00UIIE 3Ty
neBouky? OHa KaXeTCs JOBOJIBHO YMHOM".

"U c yero TH B3g1?" - CIpOCHUI Xenuo, IOJ03PUTENbHO Isias Ha Bonbdranra. CMepTenbHas aypa
ycununack, ¥ Bombhranr HepBHO ociabuil TECHBIM BOPOTHUK CBOEM (HOPMBI. ITO OBIJI0O CaMBbIM
O0nbIIMM MPOSIBIIEHEM 3MOLINM, KOTOphle Xenro Koraa-Tu0o moKa3kiBajl 10 OTHOLIEHUIO K CBOEM
[oYepH, yCTymas TOJIbKO MOMEHTY, KOTZia eMy COOOILIUIIN O ee CyIIeCTBOBAHUU.

"Hy, Korma MBI Halll/IA ee B Tpyi[o0ax, Mbl 00HapyKUIU KaKue-TO IIJI0X0 CIpsATaHHbe OyMaru,
WCIIMCAHHbIE HETIOHATHHIMY KapakKynsaMu. OHM UCIIOIb30Baiu OYKBE U3 HAIIIETO aidaBuTa, HO OHU
OBLTH TTIepeCTaBIeHH B IIOPSAKe, KOTOPHIH 5T HUKOTIa He BUMEI, TOYTH KaK APYrou sS3wulK. He 3Hato,
KaK ThI, HO 9TO JOBOJILHO BIIeYAT/ISIONIE M1 pebeHKa, KOTOPHIM HUKOT A He YUYuiIcs", - 00bsSICHUI
Bonwdranr.



"W roe aTu 6ymMaru?" - 0CTOPOKHO cpocun Xenuo. Boymbdranr BUHOBATO ToYecas 3aThUIoK. OH
YyyBCTBOBaJ ce0s1 peOeHKOM, KOTOPOT'0 OTUUTHIBAIOT POAUTENH, @ HE Y4aCTHUKOM Oecenrl MexXay
IPY3bSIMH.

"V meHs B KabuHeTe, cap".
"W TH He TTOAyMaJ IoKa3aTh UxX MHe?"

"Hy.. THI HUKOTHA 0c000 He MHTepecoBascs.." - BombgraHr 3amosga, Korga aypa JOCTHUTIJIa OlaCHBIX
YPOBHEH.

"f mpuHecy ux gns tebs1, Xenuo", - moobeman Bonbdranr, oTcTynas u3 KOMHATHL, YTOOB CIacTH
CBOIO IIKYypy. KoMaHOUp KOPOJIEBCKOYM I'BapOuy 3aKaTHUJI I'JIa3a, Kak TOJIBKO BhILIE. Korga xe ero
IPYT HAaKOHEI-TO IIpeofosieeT cebs ¥ MPU3HaeT, YTO MOXKET ropa3zo 6osblie 3a60TUTHCS O CBOeH
Oo4YepHu, 4YeM IIPUTBOPSAETC?
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