"MMmnepaTpuiia?" - OBTOPUIIA 51, OllleIOMJIeHHas. BOlIoCKY Ha pykKaxX BCTalu AIO0M, XOTSI B MOEU
crmajibHe Bce ellle OBIO YIOTHO TETIO TOCJe TIOCTIENoNyneHHOM XKaphl. Heyxkenu 3uMa BCTpPeTHUIa ee
TaK paHoO B 3TOM poMaHe? []eliCTBOBATh IOM BUAOM 3MMEI CIUIIKOM PHCKOBaHHO. Kak XKarb, 4TO 4
BCETO JIUIIb He3HAUUTEIbHEIY BTOPOCTENIEHHEIY [TIePCOHAXK, ¥ MOSI IPENBICTOPUS OIIUCHIBAETCS B
HECKOJIBKUX KOPOTKYX a0b3alax B Haydase.

Mapu BHITJISII€NIa CTOJIb K€ YOUBJIEHHOM, HO OBICTPO OBJIafiesia co60M U 3aclelniia K MoeMy IKady.

"Bce B mopsigke, Mapu," - cka3aja §, IIpexae 4eM OHa IMOKKWHYJa MO0 CIiajibHI0. Mosl TOpHUYHAas
03a/lay€HHO B3TJITHYJIA Ha MEHS, HO IIOOYMHUIIACh. BhIIO IeHCTBUTEIHHO AEP3KO0 CO CTOPOHEI
MMIIepaTPHUIILI TOSIBUTLCS B MOEM IBOPIIE B TOT XKe [IeHb, KOTTla MHe efiBa He MOACHIanu sag. s
IIOCTOPOHHUX OHA MOTJIa BRITJIIIETh KaK yTellallas UCITyTaHHyI0, HOBYIO IPUHIIECCY, HO, 3HAS 0
MHOXKECTBE ee KOBApHBIX IeSTHUY KaK TJIaBHOM 3JI0IeMKY B KHUTE, S IOHKMMaJla, YTO 3TO He TaK.

"TIlpuHecu MHe XasarT," - IpuKa3asa 5, IPUKyCkBas ry0y oT 6eCroKoicTBa. f Bcero nuillh pebeHoK,
IIePeCcUeBIINi CBOe BpeMs 0TXOfla KO CHY, M MHe HeT HYXKIH HapsaKaTbCs, YTOOHI IPOU3BECTU
BIleyaTieHue. Mapu 3aBs3aia IIeJIKOBEIY IITHYD BOKPYT MOEU Taluy Y3JIOM II0TyXKe, U 1, fepxKach 3a
ee PyKy, CIIyCTUJIach 10 KPYTHIM CTyIIeHbKaM BHU3, IOCKOJIBKY OHU HEMHOI'O ITyranu MeHs. C cierka
pacTpelnaHHEIMU BOJIOCAMU U UCIIYTAHHBEIM B3TJIANOM 51, HECOMHEHHO, BHITTIAMleNIa KakK JIETKO
HallyTaHHBIN PeOeHOK.

B roctuHoM BHU3Y OBITI0 OO0JIbIIIE JIIOAEHN, YeM 51 KOTHga-nu0o Bumena. POCKOIIHOEe TPOCTPAHCTBO C
IByMst OETBIMU IMBaHAMU, CTOSIIMMY HAIPOTHUB APYT APYTa, B PO30BHIX ¥ OEJTEIX UHTEPhEPAX B CTUTIE
¢dbpanmy3ckoro. OOBIYHO IO YTPaM S MPOBOAKIIA 3[IeCh BPeMsi, HO CEerofHs eBa MOIJIa Y3HATh CBOE
IIPUBLIYHOE MECTO OTHBIXa. [10 BceMy IMOMEIIeHUI0 PACcIooXUIUCh 10 CTPAXKHUKOB, SIBHO
IPU3BaHHEIE 3aIlyTaTh MEHS, XOTS B MOEM [BOPIIE ¥ TaK OBIIM OXPAaHHUKH.

B yriy KOMHATH CTOSII OPyZKeHOCel], IIPUCTaIbHO HabGII0gaBIINi 3a MHOM, ITOKA S CITyCKajIach 10
nectHure. Kak TOJIbKO MOst HOTa KOCHYJIACh I10j1a, OH BEIIPSIMUJIICS ¥ TPOMKO OOBSIBUTI O MOEM
TIPUCYTCTBUU:

"Ee BBICOUECTBO, [IPUHILIECCA 3UMa IIPUBETCTBYET €€ BEIUYeCTBO, uMIepaTpully Katio!"

Mapu Kpenye cxkKajla MOX PYKH M THUXO IpOIIenTasa: "3To OpULAaIbHbIM IBOPLIOBLIM 3TUKET.
[IpucsimbTe B peBepaHce, Ballle BEICOYECTBO."

4 ycMexHynach, TS B IOJI, TOKa OIyCKaJlach B IYYIINH U3 MOUX PEBEPAHCOB, KOTOPHIH OBINT U TaK
He 04YeHb Xopoll. { maxke He B3TJISHYJA Ha 3Ty XKEHIIKMHY, HO OHA TaK HACTOMYMBO 3aCTaBlIsAlia MEHS
coO0JTIoaTh CTPOTHI 9TUKET B MOEM COOCTBEHHOM [iBOpIle! ITO BCe paBHO YTO MPE3UNEHT BPhIBAETCS
K BaM JoMoH B 1 yac Houu u TpeOyeT, 4TOOHI BH 00C/Ty2KKBaIu €ro Ha caMoM JydiieM papdope u ¢
0e3ynpevyHBIM [TOBEIEHUEM.

4 GBICTpPO MOJHSITIA TJla3a OT peBepaHca, YTOOR PaCCMOTPETh CBOETO IMIPOTHBHUKA, U He OblNla
pasoyapoBaHa yBumeHHBIM. MMmepaTpuila KaTs Oblyla TpeKpacHOM XeHIIUHON. B KpoBaBo-KpacHOM
TIIaThe C 30JI0THIMHU YKpaIlleHUsIMH, 9Ta Oe1oKypast Jama Oblaa BOIJIOMIEHUEM KJIaCCHYeCKOH
POKOBOM XKeHIMHEL. Ee monyonyieHHble rjla3a CMOTPENIX Ha MEeHs C 3MEeMHOY HaCMEIIKOU, Korfa g
cesla Ha OesBIY OUBaH HAIIPOTUB Hee B CBOEM XajlaTe U HOYHOM pyballke.

OHa u3dy4asa MeHsI CBOUMHU SIPKUMH, 3eJIeHEIMHU T'Jla3aMH, KOTOPhe, HECOMHEHHO, YOeIu/Iu MHOTUX
MYXKYUH CHOeJaTh [JIg Hee BCe, YTO YTOOHO, a 5 CMOTpella Ha Hee 6e3 TeHU cTpaxa. f mogyMeIBaia
6110 mococaTh nasnel nepen Karel, 4ToOk elle Oosblie yOeOUTh €€ B TOM, YTO S BCETO JIUIIb
0ecIroMOIITHEIM peOeHOK, HO 0TKa3aslaCh OT 3TOM UAeu. ITO ObIIO0 OBl CIIMIIKOM OYEBUIHO [T TaKOU
IIPOHUIIATENIEHOM XKeHIMUHEL. JIydire 6ymeT BecTu ce0s1 KaK BOCXHUIIIEHHbIHM ITOKJIOHHUK CBOEH



JII00MMOM 3HaAMEHUTOCTH.

[Tocre MUHYTHOTO U3y4YeHUS MeHs, uMnepaTpuiia Kars, Ka3anocs, BHIIIA U3 CBOET0 TPaHCca C
MSATKOM YIBIOKOH.

"TIpunnecca 3uMa," - IpoU3HeECIIa OHa TeIJo, - "TH Tak ke IpeKpacHa, Kak MHe 0 Tebe
paccka3bBasu."

Ona o0otna KoperHbIM CTOJIMK MeXKAy HaMU U cejla PSIAOM CO MHOM, ee IbIIIHbIE 100K HeTPUATHO
IPUKaINCh K MoeMy O0Ky. ¢ MpUKpEIZIa pOT PyKOU, Kak OYATO KTO-TO TOIBKO YTO COOOIINI MHE, YTO
3eMJIs IIJIOCKas, ¥ 3aTeM SHEePru4YHO 3aKaydasa I'OJI0BOM.

"Her, 3T0 BBI! BBl caMbIll KpacUBHIHM YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOTO s KOTa-Iubo BuAesna B CBoeH xkKu3uu!" -
BOCKJIMKHYJIa s pagoCcTHO. Ha camoMm fienie, MHe X04eTCs pBaTh, KOTHa I CUXKY PSIOOM CO CBOEU
Oynymen younie.

"Twl cnuikoM fobpa, Mos foporas. Ecnu s monkHa OBITh YECTHOM, s IIPHUIIUIa CIofa 10
OIIpeneleHHOM MIPUYKHE," - CKa3aja OHa, U Ha ee JIuIe MOSBUIACh BIeYaTAAIomas Macka
obecrokoeHHOCTH. Ecnu OBl g He 3Hasa Jyd4lle, TO ogyMasa Obl, 4TO UMIIepaTpHUlla UCKpeHHe
O0ecnokouTcs 000 MHe.

Moe nu1io 1o KOMaH/ie IafjaeT, MOsi HUXKHsAS ryba clierka ApOXkKHUT, KOTHa S CO clie3aMM Ha Ijia3ax
CMOTPIO Ha Hee.

"Heyxenu ¢ To60M npaBaa Bce B mopsigke, 3umMa? He Bo3paxaellb, ecnu 51 OyAy Ha3wBaTh TeOS
3umoi? f yxke 4yBCTBY!O cebs Tak On1u3Ka K Tebe, moporas.”

Ona knageT PYKYy MHE€ Ha I1JIe490, ¥ MHE€ CTOUT OT'PDOMHBIX YCI/IHI/II;I, yTOOH He CTPAXHYTH €€, a BMECTO
9TOT'0 IIPHUKATLECA K 3TOMY ITIPUKOCHOBEHHIO.

"Ila, 30BUTe MeHs 3UMOii, MUCC.. TO €CTh, Ballle BemuuecTBo!" - mebeuy 4. - "4 Tak ucmyraaach
ceropHs. Mos TopHUYHas CKa3aJja, YTO KaKue-TO IIJIOXKe JII0AU XOTeJH, YTOOH! 51 Chejla YTO-TO
TJI0X0€, YTO chefasno Obl MeHs OonbHOM. Ecnu s 3a6oneto, To He cMory 6oJibllle eCTh CIafoCTH."

"Ox, THI TIOOUIIL CIIAAOCTU?" - TOMHTEPECOBaIach UMIIepaTpuIla. - "Toraa B ClenyIoui pa3, Korga s
IIPUIY B TOCTHU, I 00513aTEJIbHO IPUHECY C OO0 BKYCHBIE YTOILEHUSI, XOPOLIO0?"

"Vpa, xopoto!" - BHyTpeHHe 1 XKainyioch: "Het, yxonuTe 1 60/bIlle HUKOTIa He BO3BpallaiTecs!"
"V MeHs eCTb 0OYb, TH 3Hana 00 3ToM, 3uMa?" - TOBOPUT OHA, 3alpaBysAsl MPSAb BOJIOC MHE 3a yXO.

4 ¢ BocTtoprom kuBato. KOmus 'abcOypr me na Opynual, 371as, n3banoBaHHas MpUHIIECCa, KOTopas
Obia BM0OIEHa B CBOETO eIMHOKPOBHOI0 OpaTa, HaCJIeOHOT0 IPUHIIA, ¥ MHITalach Pa3Iy4duTh ero C
Knapo#t Bo MHOTHUX ciay4dasx. Kak st Mory 3a0bITh TAaKOT0 0€3HPABCTBEHHOTO IIEPCOHAXKA U3 pOMaHa?

"Ila, y MeHs eCTb cecTpa 110 uMenu HOmus, xxKuByias Bo ABople. He TepnuTcs ¢ Hell BCTpeTUThCA!"

Ycra Katu KpuBSTCS OpHU CIIOBE "cecTpa', eIMHCTBEHHAasd TPEIlWHAa B €€ UHaUe BIeYaT/IAIoIleM
BHICTyIINIeHUM. KOHEYHO, OHa HeHaBHUelNa, 4To 5 Ha3Bana KOnuio KpOBHOM POACTBEHHULIEH,
paspyiras npuTtsa3anus FOnuu Ha ctaTyc obemanHoro pebeska. Ho 4To oHa MOXKET C 9TUM IOfeliaTh,
He BhIZIaB CBOUX KO3BIPEU?

"¢l ycTporo Bam BcTpeuy. Thl 00HAPYXKHUIIH, YTO OHA - TOT, HAa KOT'0 MOXKHO PaBHSATHCS", -



BETMKOIYIIHO 3asiBuia uMmneparpuiia Kats. [TepeBon: "Tsl HUKOTIa He Oymelrh Ha OOHOM YPOBHE C
MoOeH mo4yephio, HerogHuIa". 1 Morja ToabKO BO30YXKIeHHO MOOIPHITUBATh Ha CUEeHbE, KaK OyaTo 5
IEeNCTBUTEILHO OBIJIa B BOCTOPTE OT MBICIM BCTPETUTHCS C OOHUM U3 XY[IINX IePCOHAXKEN B UCTOPUHU
1IocJie UMIepaTpuilsl. Eciu MHe 1moBe3eT, MoXKeT OBITh, OHa He OyIeT TaKoM IIJI0XO0M, IToKa elle
MOJIOfIa.

ViMmepaTpuila caep:kaHHO yibi0aeTcs, IOOGHUMAsCh C fBaHa. ¢ MBITal0Ch IPEeCTaBUTh, 0 YEM OHA
oyMaeT, Korga Mapu noMoraeT MHe BCTaTh C ABaHA U BEJIUT MHE IIPUCECTh B KHUKCEH IIepen
yXOHsleil UMIepaTpues. 1 ocTaroCch COTHYTOX B KHUKCEHE, [TI0Ka CTPaXKHUKU U OpyKEeHOCel]
MIOKKAI0T MOU ABOPEI, IpUYEeM OPYyKeHOCel] BEITIAAUT CaMOA0BOJIbHEIM, BhIIIarkBas u3 Po3oBoro
IIBop1a.

Mou KpoIeyHble PYYKH CKUMAIOTCS B IIJIOTHBIE KYJTaKH, TTOKa S PA3MBIIITISIO O €e YBePEeHHOM BHUTE,
KOI'[la OHa 3aBJieKajia MeHsl CBOMM o4yapoBaHueM. Ee xapu3ma 3alkannBaa faxe BO BpeMs Hallero
KOPOTKOTI'0 pa3roBopa. Ecnu Ovl s He XKUBO MPeCTaBIsAia CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO Ka3Hb B pOMaHe, 51 OBl
IPUHSTIA ee 3a IPYTa, a He 3a Bpara. Bo3M0OXKHO, OHA AyMaJjia, YTO BCe ee KapThl CKIIa[bIBAIOTCS Ha
CBOU MECTa, laXke C Y4eTOM MOEr0 HEeOXKUJAHHOTO TIOSBIEHUS.

MapH IIOYYyBCTBOBAJIa ITePEeMEHY B MOEM HAaCTPOEHNH, KaK TOJIbKO UMII€PATPHIlA YIIIjia, HO, K €€
YeCTH, OHa He CTalla OOIBIThIBaThCA. Unu, MoXKeT OBITH, OHA OTHECJIA 3TO K TOMY, 9TO 4 YCTaJla OT
6G3YMI/IH, IIpou30IIeqIero CerogHd. Bcex CIIY2KaHOK B KOPHUOOPaX OTIIYCTHUIIX, X OHA 3aAyJla CBE4YH,
IIOrPy3uB MOIO CIIQJIBHIO BO TEMY.

K 3aBTpalrHemy OHIO CIIJIETHUKY OyOyT BOCIIEBATH XBaJlbl UMIepaTpuile Kare.
"Kak Musa oHa, moceTuB BHeOpayHYyIO IPUHIECCY .
"MimMnepatpuiia Kats noucTuHe SBAsSETCSA MaTepblo JpyAUaHCKOU ummnepuu!"

"ITaxe caM KOpOJib, ee OTell, He yIOCYKUJICS HaBECTUTh ee II0CJie TOro, Kak OHa 4yTh He Oblla
oTpaBneHa. Tedy-TbPy-Thy. dTa IpUHIlecca Tak HecyacTHa. E¥i ObI MOIIIO0 Ha MOIL3Y COMU3UTHLCS C
uMIepaTpuLen".

He 3Hat0, CKOIBKO U3 3TOTO Mapu MHE pacCKaXKeT, YIUTHIBasi, KaK OHa OblJla OCTOPOKHA 3TUM JHEM,
HO s YBEpEHa, YTO MOY [OTafK{ HeJaleKu OT TOTO, YTO OyIeT CKa3aHOo K BOCXOAY coiHIa. KaTio
OymyT IPeBO3HOCHUTHL KaK CBSTYIO, B TO BpeMs KaK XUTpas UMIIepaTPHUIla TOJIbKO YTO HaKUHYJIa MHE
IIeTIII0 Ha I11e10, YTOOB! 3aTSIHYTh €€ B IOCJIeIYIOIIHe TOMbI.

BrIyIo TaK yMHO C €e CTOPOHBI CO3[aTh TaKyl0 CUIIbHYI0, HO MUIIYIO PENyTalllio, K KOTOPOU
HEBO3MOXKHO IpuapaThcs. OHa MpeKpacHa, 0 HEBEPOSTUS, JOCTATOYHO [JI TOTO, YTOOHI CTATh
KNHO3Be31o01 B MoeM Mupe. [ToHuMaro, nodyemy Knapa Tak TpyAaHO CIIpaBisijiach C TPO3HOU yTPO30H,
MCXOMSIIEN OT UMIIEPATPUIHL.

OHa mpeBpaTHia KOPOJIEBCKUH IBOPEIl B CBOIO BOTYMHY. 9 BCIIOMUHAIO, KAK CITy’KaHKa TOPOMUIIACh
COOGH.[I/ITB MHe€, YTO UMIIePaTpHUlia KIOET MEeHA BHU3Y. O6BIT-IHO OOWH U3 CTPAXKHUKOB, CTOAINUX Y
BXO/]a B MO¥i JBOpelI, 3a0/1ar0BPEMEHHO IIPOUH(GOPMHUPOBaAIT OB COOTBETCTBYIOIIMX JIKI], TAK YTO V
MeHs ObIT0 OB KaK MUHUMYM IISITh MHHYT Ha IpenynpexaeHre o ee mpuObTi. Ho HUKTO He OBIIT
OTIIPaBJIEH 3apaHee, YTOOLI COOOIIUTL MHE O €€ IPUCYTCTBUH.

Po3zosrit [IBopel 3apaxeH ee noabMu. [laxe 3a 9Ty eIUHCTBEHHYIO Helell0 XXU3HU B POJIU
KOPOJIEBCKOM 0COOBI s1 MOTY CHielaTh TaKoM BeIBof. MMmepaTpunia Karts momob6Ha COPHSKY,
IIYCTUBIIIEMY CBOM KOpPHU T'Ty0OOKO B CEpALleBUHY BrnacTu MMnepuu. OHa y3ypnupoBaa TUTYII
MMIIEPATPULBL I0CJIe CMEPTHU NPeAbIAYIIel BO BpeMs POOOB OT HEU3BECTHHIX OCJIOKHEHUH, Y Hee eCTh



CBIH, OIM3KUM 110 BO3PACTy K HaCJIegHOMY IIPUHITY, a ee apUCTOKpaTudecKas CeMbs Kynuia
10JI0BUHY LlepkBu.

Ecmu oHa xo4eT, 94TOGH s yMep, TO MOsI TOJTOBa Oy[eT BaJIsiThCS Ha 3eMJie yX&Ke 3aBTpa. EC/u TOJbKO..
KoBapHast MBICITb 3aKpafkIBA€TCS KO MHE, ¥ B TEMHOTE Ha MOEM JIHIle PACIIJIBIBAETCS 37TOBeIas
ynei0Ka. ECu TONBKO 51 HE CHelai YTO-HUuOyOh ¢ Hel mepBhiM. COTJIaCHO CIOKETY, BCETO JIUIID Yepe3
HECKOJIBKO JIeT ITOCJIe TOT0, KaK UMIepaTpuiia Oblyla Ka3HeHa, 00OHapyXuBaeTcs, 4To FOmus He
SIBIIsSIETCST 00eIaHHHM pPeOeHKOM. [TOCKONIBKY 9TO y&Ke (aKT, mouyeMy Okl He YCKOPUTh 9TO OTKPBITHE
Ha HECKOJIbKO N1eT? U moka s 3TMM 3aHST, moueMy OBl He IOIKITaThCS 3aHATh MECTO 00EIIaHHOTO
pebeHKa?

¢ mepekaThIBaioCh Ha GOK U IIOXJIOMIEIBAIO Ce0st IO CIIMHE, TIOTOMY YTO 3TO JIy4lias uaes, KoTopas y
MeHs OBbIJIa C TeX IMOP, KaK 5 mepeponuscs. S y:ke HEMHOT'0 U3MEHMIT X0 COOBITHUH B HCTOPUU 3UMEI,
HO eCJIM s Huuero OoJble He chenaio, To Yyepe3 11 jmet Oymyiee CIIOXKHUTCS TakK, KaK ¥ 0KHUOAJIOCh.
MHe HyXKHO IOJTHOCTBIO TePEBEPHYTh 3Ty UCTOPHUIO, CeNIaB YTO-TO HACTOJIBKO 6€3yMHOE, YTO OHA
BBIAIET U3-TIOT KOHTPOJIS.

Camas nydlnasi 3aluTa - 3TO CTaTh TeM, UTO JacT MHe OPOHIO IPOTUB OOBUHEHUY B KOJIIOBCTBE.
Cettuac g 6€33By4HO CMEIOCh, 3aPHIBASICh JIMLIOM B IIOAYIIKY, YTOOBI 3aTJIyIINThL 3BYKU. ITO Oe3yMHas
unest, 0e3yMHast ¥ BOCXUTUTEJIbHAS.

4 mornkeH 3TO cuenath. [lake eCIIK TOJNBKO [JIS TOTO, YTOOHI CTEPEeTh HACMEIUIUBYIO YXMBIIKY C JTHIla
NmmepaTpulibL.

Y aTo OymeT caMbiM 0€3yMHBIM ITOCTYTIKOM, KOTOPHIM 5 KOTla-1ub0 coBepillal, eCciu KaKiuM-TO
o0pa3oM 51 caM cTaHy obemlaHHEIM peOeHKOM. [TocnieiHSIS MBICIb, KOTOpas IoCelaeT MeHs Iepef
TeM, KaK s 3aCHIIalo, - 3T0 TO, KaK CUIIbHO MsTa OyoeT HeHaBUIeTh MEeHs, eC/Ti KOTrga-Hubymb
pasrafaeT MO IIjiaH.
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