Kuca mocMoTpesa Ha CBOIO JIafOHb U CHOPMUPOBAa KylaK, OTIMYAIOUIHICS 0T 0OBIYHOT0, 6GoJiee
cnalbIi ¥ CKPOMHBIN, DTO BHIPAaXKEHHE ee JINIA, TePeloTHEeHHOe SMOIIUSIMHU, TOIBKO BHI3BAJIO
JKeJlaHUe 3alUTUTD ee elre 0ombIine. MuKamo yxke codupascs o0HATh ee, YTOOH IOOAePKaTh, HO
OBICTPO OCTAHOBHII CeOs.

- He roBopu MHe, 310 9pdekT nomsecHoro mocTa?! Ee miaH gelicTBUTENLHO paboTaeT?!

[Toka Bce 3T0 mpoucxonuno, Kuca He IpogBisaia HUKAKUX IPU3HAKOB TOT'0, YTO COOMpaeTCs
artakoBaTh. OHa IIPOCTO CTOsAJIa CIMHOU K OOJIBIIOMY AepeBy, OOHSIB KOJIEHU, ITOTPY3UBIINCEH B
mempeccuio. Bugumo, oHa gedCTBUTENbHO Obllla U3MOTaHa.

"...He xo4ems HEMHOTr0 B3OpPEMHYTH?"

"fl... 1 mpomomnKalo TOBOPUTHL Tebe, YTo 5 B opsifke! Ecnu TH mamib MHE BCETO AECATh MUHYT, S
IIpUAdy B HOPMY..."

Muneli ypyamuyii 3ByK, ACXoasamy oT Kucel. A 3aTeM TulnHa. Teneps MPOIIO TOIBKO BpeMs. JIuno
Kucel MenyieHHO, HO HEYKJIOHHO OKPalllMBaJIOCh B ajIbld TOH, U MUKa[0 OCTOPOXKHO CIPOCHIL.

" ..THl Tak roJI0gHA, 4TO 0OJIBbIIEe HEe MOXKEIbh XOOUTE?"

"fl KuBOe CylLIecTBO, KOTOpOe HUKOIAa He mporojogaercs!” orpei3uynace Kuca.

"HeT, 3TO TO4YHO... YTO THI TOBOPHUIIL C TAKUM KPACHBIM JIUIIOM?"

"OHo BoBce He KpacHoe! Hy, MOxXKeT, ¥ KpaCHOE, HO 3TO IIPOCTO MOSI KPOBB, ¥ HUYero Gonbiie!"

"Tebe crnemyeT 06paTUTHCS K Bpady 110 3TOMY 1oBoAy! TakxkKe He HYKHO CMYIIAThCS TOJIBKO IIOTOMY,
YTO TBOM XKEJNYAOK Kpuyai o efe..."

"4l He cMyIIal0Ch... HUCKOJIBKO!"

Ona 6blta 6e3yMHO cMy1leHa. [1710THO IpuKaB KoJleHU K cebe, OHa gpoxKara.

- § melcTBUTENBLHO HE TOHUMAIO JIeBYyIIEK... UTO XK, mymalo, OymeT nydlie, ecinu s He Oyny
IIPOAOKATh 3Ty TEMY...

nogyMar npo ce6s Muxkapo.

"Torpa... JlagHo, 51 Oy MOUIY YTO-HUOYOb MIOECTh. A THI IIPOCTO MOJOXKIX 3/ECh".



"TBI TOBOPHIIIL TO TOJIBKO [IJIS TOTO, YTOORI OCTABUTh MeHs, ma?!"

Korga Mukano yxe cobupaicst yxonuTb, Kruca Habpocuiack Ha HeTO.

"¢ He Oymy 9TOTO mEnaTh".

"KoneuHoO, chuemnaelns! B KOHIE KOHIIOB, Y MEHS yp4aJsio B XkuBoTe! Most meBuYbs cuja Oblia IIPOCTO
CBe[eHa K HYJII0 U3-3a 3Toro!"

"9TOro He CIy4YUTCS TOIBKO U3-3a TAKOM MeJIouH..."

"EcTecTBeHHO! B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[Ia 5T 3aCTaBUJI TeOS MOHSATH, YTO Y MEHS BHYTPHU XKeJyaKa eCThb
opras, g yxe npourpai! Temeps Th, HaBEPHOE, CUUTAEIb MEeHs CTPaHHBIM!"

"Bei710 GBI OYEHDb CTPAIIHO, ecyu Obl y Te0sT BHYTPH He OBIIO HUKaKuX opraHoB! K Tomy Xke, s He
Ipuaao 3ToMy 60JbIIoro 3HavyeHus!"

"JIoxb! Thl mbITaelIbCs yOekaTb OT MOUX OPTaHOB, He Tak ju?!"

Kuca sIBHO ITaHMKOBaJIa M3-3a PUCOBOT0 3€PHAIIIKA. YUUTHIBAS 3TO, OHA, HOJIKHO OBITE,
NEeNCTBUTEILHO OECIIOKOUTCS, UTO €€ OCTABSAT OIHY.

"[loBeps MHe, BCe B IOPALKE. {1 CKOPO BEPHYCHL". PELIUTENIBHO 3aABUII MUKano.

"Torga ma¥ MHe KaKoe-HUOYIb OKa3aTeIbCTBO TOT0, YTO TH 00s3aTe/IbHO BEepPHEIIbCS. YMMM... UTo-
TO BaxKHOe [JIsg rocnogrHa Kutamukamo... f Obl He Bo3pakasia IIPOTUB TBOEH OMIeK Ikl ".

"1 He mpoTuB. [Jaxe eciu 3T0 HeoOUTaeMBIN OCTPOB, 51 ObI He X0TeN 6eraTh 110 HEMY C T'OJIOM
3agHuLen”.

"Pa3Be He 300poBO OBLITIO OB TOYYBCTBOBAThH, KAKOBO OBIIO OXOTHUKAM M coOMpaTeisiM B KaMEHHOM
Beke?"

"Her, He Ob10 ObI. MHe G0JbIlle HPAaBUTCS, KaK HajleKo IMPOABUHYJIACh IIUBUIN3AUS".

Kuca Haknonuina TOJIOBY B 3aM€EIIaTEJILCTBE.

"LuBunu3anus ¥ ©300pEeTEHUS - 3TO TO, YTO ObIIIO CO3MAHO JIIOOEMHU, HO MEHCTBUTEIBHO JIX 9TO
HACTOJIBKO 3aC/IyKeHHO...? UHOT[la HaM IIPUXOAUTCS 0CBOOOKIATHCS OT OKOB IIUBUIN3ALNY, HE TaK
nn...?"



"XBaTUT HECTH 3Ty I'Iy00KyI0 uyiib. BoT, s maM Tebe cBoii TenedoH".

MuKayio CyHyN cBoM cMapThOH B KapMaH Kuchl u BhIIeN U3 TeHU 60/1b1I0T0 fepeBa. O0epHYBIIKCH,
Kuca Bce ellle BoJTHOBajIach, KPENKO MpuxkuMas K cebe Temedon Mukazmo. XoTs eMy XOTeNloCh O5l,
yTOOB 00CTOSITEILCTBA CIIOKUIIMCh HEMHOT'0 MHAYe, OH ORI pajl, YTO CMOT IToMoYb Kuce.

- Kuth Ha HEOOHUTAEMOM OCTPOBE... BO3MOXKHO, He TaK YK H IIJI0XO0.

OH He MoOT He gyMaTh 06 aTom. Ho, TOHSB, YTO BCe T UMEHHO TaK, Kak pacCcuuThiBaia Kuca, o
OBICTPO TPSIXHYJI T'OJI0BOM, YTOORI BEPHYTh MBICTTH B HY2KHOE PYCIIO.

Korga Mukazmo BepHYyJcs 1ociie c6opa IPOAYKTOB, €0 BCTPETHIIA OBOJIbHO HEpBHAas Kuca. OHa
IIOCTOSTHHO BCTaBalla ¥ Cafiujiach B TEHW OJHOTO U TOTO XK€ [epeBa, OrIsAAbiBasi OKPECTHOCTH.
[TpuxuMas K Tpyau cMapT(dOH, OHa CcHesaia HeCKOJIbKO ITaroB Bliepen ¥ Ha3and. OueBHIHO, OHA BCe
ele He MOHSTA, YTO Mukamo BepHyJics. [TIockombKy cO0Op PeCypcoB 3aHSIT CIUIIKOM MHOTO BPeMEHH,
ceiiyac oHa Oblla [T0X0XKa Ha MaJIeHbKOro pebeHKa, pa3Iy4YeHHOT0 C POOUTEJISIMHU B TOPTOBOM
1eHTpe. XOTs Takas peakus MoXKeT ObITh 0XKHJaeMa 0T OOBIYHOM CTapIIeKIaCCHUIILI, 3TO
BbICOKOMepHas Haupmxkoy Kuca, 0 KOTOpo# MBI TOBOPUM, ITI03TOMY €€ ToBefieHue OBITIO JaiekKo OT
oxupmaeMoro. M3-3a sToro Mukamo He MOT He CMOTPETh Ha Hee u3ganeka.

Opmnako Kuca OGbICTpO IOHSITa MPUCYTCTBHE MUKao, U ee Tya3a 3aropesnuch. Ho 3To mmunock
HEMIOJNIro, TaK KaK OHa CHOBA CMEHHIIA BHIPaKeHHe JIMIla Ha CBOe 0ORIYHOE XOJIOMHOE U
BEICOKOMEPHOE.

"¢1 He oxkMpasa, YTO TH BePHEUILCS. Y Tebsi CTPaHHBIE BKYCHI".

"IIpocTH, 4TO TaK HOIrO... Thl, HABEPHOE, BOIHOBAa/Iach".

"He MoxeT OBITh, UTOOHI 5T BOJTHOBAJCS?! ITOT OCTPOB BCe ellle IPUHAMIEeXKUT ceMbe HaHmxKOy!

KHO CKa3aTh, YTO ITO YacCTh Moel ceMbu! f uyBCTB s 3IecChb Kak noMal roa Ku
MoxHO0 cKa3a 0 9TO 4ac oeu ce 14 CcTBYIO cebs 3mech kak noMa!" Kormga Kuca
IoYepKHBaja 9TO, OHa OblJIa TOTOBA Pa3pPhIIaThC.

"Emre pa3, MHe O4YeHb XaJjlb. TakK 4TO He Ijiayb”.

"4 He nyayy! 3TO TOJIBKO KaXKeTCs, 4TO A IjIady, IOTOMY 4YTO AOXK[b [10MaJl MHE B ria3!"

"Ho Heb0 uucrtoe?"

"Ho... Ho HO HO!"

OpmapuB Tomaromyio Kucy ropbko yiaei0Koi, MuKamo Hayal TOTOBUTH e[y U3 COOPaHHBIX
uHrpenrueHToB. OHa, BEPOSITHO, HE X0TeJla, YTOOH! ee 3allaKaHHOe JIULO OBIJI0 BUAHO, TI03TOMY OHa



OTBeJIa B3TJISIO U MPOCTO TUXO CeNla PSAAoM ¢ HUM. [IpuMepHO Yyepe3 AecsaTh MUHYT MUKamo BITOXKUI
nepeq Hel OrPOMHOe KOIMYeCTBO efbl. BapeHas fnukasi TpaBa, 'pubHOe COTe, cajiaT U3 IUTPYCOBBIX
(PYKTOB ¥ paCTEHUH U CTEUK U3 JUKOTO XKUBOTHOTO.

"XM... IO4eMy 3TO KaXKeTCs TaKUM IKCTpaBaraHTHBIM...?"

Kwuca He nbITanachk CKPEITh YPYaHHUE B 2KMBOTE, CIIPAIlIBasd B 3aMeEIIaTEJILCTBE.

"fl IpOCTO MHOTO IPUTOTOBUJIA, IOTOMY YTO ThHI CKa3ajia, 4TO rOJIofHAa. Y MeHs eCTh HEMHOI'O BOOEI U3
0IM3/1exKallero KICTOUHUKA".

CpoenaB u3 MUCThEeB OOMBIION COCYA, OH MPOTSHYNI ero Kuce.

"Brr gericTBuTeNbHO KTaMukago-caH...?"

"4l He moHMMAIO BoIpoca".

"Bbl Be[ib He KaKOU-HUOYIb 3ae3KUIM KOYEBHUK, BEPHO? Bhl Befib rpaXkgaHuH AmoHuu, BepHO?"

"Ia, u s OOJKeH ObITH B TOM e IOy, UTO U BBI?"

"Torga moyeMy TBOM HABLIKM BHIKMBAHUS TaK BBICOKHU? TH 4TO, OBIBUIIMI commaT?"

Kuca siBHO coMHeBanach B Ielidaxe Imepef ria3zaMud. Mukazio ci1abo XUXUKHYIL.

"¢ He OBIBIIKMY CONIMAT, HET, HO B ceMbe KUTaMUKamO MeHS F'OTOBUJIM KO BCeM BO3MOXKHBIM
cuTyanusM. fd Oyny roToB epekUTh pa3pylleHue Hallero POJHOT0 ropofia U IOCTPOUTh HOBYIO
HUBUIIN3AIINAIO".

IocTaB u3 OyMaxkKHUKA IIBEUITAPCKUM apMEeNCKHUM HOXK U MaJIeHbKYIO 3aKUTaJIKy, OH ITOKa3aJjl uxX
Kuce.

"HacKoJIbKO KeCTKOe 00pa3oBaHue ThHI IOJTyYaellb TOJTBKO IS TOT0, YTOOBI CTATh MOJTUTUKOM...?
OcTaBh 3TH BelH cofgaTaM mmom ToOon".

"Hukorma HeT rapaHTHHU, YTO BOeHHBIe OyIyT Ha TBOEW CTOPOHE. MoXKeT IIPOU30UTH IIePEeBOPOT, U
OHM BIPYT CTAaHYT MOMMHU BparaMH, Tak 4YTO 5 [IOKEeH OBITb TOTOB".

"O-0-0..."



ITonoBuHa peakKnuu Kucer Onl1a HeJoyMeHHEeM, IIOJIOBUHA - BOCXUIIIEHUEM.

“IIpocTto upy u emb. Y HET, Tam HET AAa".

"¢ elme He MBITAJICS OTPABUTDL TeOSI, TaK YTO He TOBOPH Tak, OyaTo s 3TO coenamn!”

"[loka...?"

CkasaB 4T0-TO, 4YTO MUKago He MOT IIPOUTHOPHUPOBATE, Kuca monoxuna B POT HEMHOTO T‘pI/I6H01"O
coTe. OCTOpO}KHO Ha4daB 2K€BaTh, €€ JINIIO 3aCBETUJIOCH.

"BkycHo! [IeicTBUTENbHO BKyCHO! HeCMOTps Ha TO, YTO y HUX He OOJIKHO OBITh HUKAKOTO BKYCa, OHU
BCe PaBHO UMEIOT TaKoM Oorathiii apomar!"

"9TO BKyC BCeX UHIPeaueHTOB. C HaCTOSAIIUMU UHTPeAUEeHTaMU He HyKHbl HUKaKue
IOIOTHUTENIbHbIE crienun”. MuKago oObsICHS, KaK TJIaBHBEIN repoi KaKOW-TO KyJIUHAPHON ApaMbl.

"To ecTh, IO CYyTH... TEIIePh MOM HOJT - YOpPaTh BCe CIELUU U3 9TOr0 Mupa?"

"HeT HeoOXOOUMOCTH 3aXOOUTH TaK HajieKo".

"TeM He MeHee, 3T0O o4eHb BKyCcHO! U 9710 Msco! d maxe He 3HaI0, YTO 3TO 3a MSICO, HO OHO BCE PaBHO
BKycHoe!" Kuca ¢ ynoBOJIbCTBHEM XKeBajla efy, JIeXKalllylo lepef Hell.

YyBCTBYs cebsi CYACTIIMBEIM OT TOTO, YTO [EeBYIIKa CTAHOBUTCS BCe Becejiee, OH PEIIn He
paccka3bIBaTh €, KaK BBITJISENIO MSCO 0 pUroToBieHusi. OH IPOCTO XOTeN, YTOOH OHa II0Ka
Hacllaxpaanach BKyCOM.

"9T0 HAMOMHMJIO MHE... BO3MOXHO, 5TO MOY NEPBLII COBMECTHHIN YKUH C TOCIIOUHOM
Kuramuxkazo..."

"TBl CYUTAELIb 3TO YKUHOM...?"

"VKUH - 3TO BCe paBHO ykuH. He roBops yXKe 0 TOM, 4TO med-11oBapoM OBIJT caM T'OCIIOAUH
Kutamukamo, fa elle u Ha HeoOMTaeMOM OCTPOBE... ITO, HECOMHEHHO, CTaHET XOPOIIUM
BOCIIOMHUHAHUEM".

"Ecnu HaM ygacTcs 071aromnolydHo BHIOpPaThCs OTCIOA." TPOKOMMEHTHPOBal MuKazo.

"Crnacu6o, KutamMmukamo-caH. 3To ObII CaMblii Ty4IINUMi YKUH".



"HerT... 3TO He TaK yX ¥ BaXxHO..."

"HeT-HeT, BH IeUCTBUTEILHO BeIUKUY nToBap. Ecnu 910 OymeT ¢ Bamuy, s He Oymy Bo3paxkKaTh, rae Obl
9 HU XWia, rae Ol 9To HU OBLI0".

"V...!"

Ceppue Muxkazno nomyuuno 500 MuiInapgoB IOBpeXKOeHNM. ITU CJI0Ba 3By4Yall KakK IIpesioKeHue,
XOTSI TAaKOBHIM U He SIBJISJINCH, IIPOCTO eBa YKIIafbIBAIACh B IpaBUJjIa UX UTPhl. HecMOTps Ha 3To,
pa3yM u 3amuTa MuKago mony4Yusd CUIbHBIM YOap, 3aCTaBUBIINY €T0 Ha CEKYHAY MOIIaTHYThCS. ITO
OBLIO OYeHb IIJI0X0, ITOJyMaJl OH. EC/ii Tak MOMAeT U Hajbllle, OH MOXKeT yMepeTh. BoT moyemy oH
XOTeJl IepeiTH B KOHTPHACTyIIeHue. 1o cyTH, moKa3aTh CBOM HACTOSIIKME YYBCTBA, HO IIPU 9TOM He
IIEePErTH 4epTy, U3-3a KOTOPOU OH IIPOUTPAET UTPY.

"¢l cyacTnuB, 4TO Tebe 3TO TaK HpaBUTCS. Korga st BUXKY TBOIO MUIIYIO YIILIOKY, ST y3Ke CBIT".

OH CNUIIKOM TTO3[HO MOHSJI, KaKre HeJIOBKHUE U CMeJIble BEeIld OH TOBOPUT. DTO He OBIJIO HU
MaJIeHIed T0KbI0, HO OBLIIO CIIUIITKOM YHU3UTEIBHO TPOU3HOCHUTD 3TO BCITyX. OH coOupascs yMepeTh
10 OPyro¥ mpuunHe. JIuxopagKka MOXKET YOUTh €T0 paHbIlle, 4eM 3TOT 0CTPOB. OH 0XKupmanl
CHUCXOJUTEILHOTO CMeXa CO CTOPOHH KUCEHI, HO ero He IOCJIeN0BaIo, ¥ KOrfia OH OTJISHYJICS. ..

"Ky... Ky... Ky... Ky...!"

Kuca 6opmoTasna mpo cebst CTpaHHBIE 3BYKH, Pa3BaIMBLIKCh HA 3eMJIe, ee MUI0 ObLT0 KPAaCHBIM, KaK
nomupop. Takoro 3penuiia MuUKazio elle HUKOTOa He BUIE].

"H-HeT... 1 He MOTYy... 1 IOTEPAI0 CO3HAHUE... I NOJIXKHA IPUKYCUTh A3LIK U YMepeTsh...!"

"ITouemy!? MEI HOXKHEL BEPHYTHCA!"

"9T0 moTOMYy, YTO rocnofuH KutaMukanmo ckasajl 4To-To Bo3MyTuTtenbHoe! Tak Hecnpasennuso! Y-
YTO-TO O TOM, YTO MOS y/bIOKa Takas c-munasi!" Kuca BelmaBMiIa CJI0Ba M30 PTa, 0OHSIB KOJIEHH, TAaK
KakK BCe ellle jiexajla Ha [10JIy.

Teneps ouu oba ObUIM U3pe3aHbl paHaMu. M Mukano, u Kuca He cMoryT GoJiblile BHIEPKHABATh
aTaku.

"Tloka... maBaliTe 3aKOHYUM €CThb..."

"Ha..."



KuBHYB OpyT OPYTY, OHU IPOMOIKUIN CBOU Y2KWH, He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBa. XOTSI OHU He JOTOBOPHUIIUCH
00 3TOM npsiMO, OHU 00a 3HaJIU, YTO HACTaJio BpeMs IJis mepeMupus. Eciu oHu mponoskKaT HalagaTh
OpPYT Ha Opyra B TOM Xe JyXe, TO He YUOYT HeBpeouMbIMU. Korpa ¢ emoi OBII0 TOKOHYEHO, COJIHIIE
ceso, ¥ He0o cTano TeMHO-cuHUM Kuca 1 MuKano yooBIeTBOPEHHO B3NOXHYJIN U IIOJIOXKUIN JIUCThS,
KOTOpBIE CITyKUJIU UM IIOCYLOM.

"TlepenBUraThCs mablie, YeM ceiuyac, HaBepHOe, He TONy4YuTCs. Eciu Okl TOJBKO 3eCh OBIJI0O MECTO
IJIsT OTHbIXa..." mpobopmoTan Mukamo mpo cebsi, a Kuca crmerka morymnuia B30p.

"Bel ©uMeeTe B BUAY... TOCTUHUILY?"

"CoMHEBaIoCh, YTO 30ECh €CTh TaKasd... UJIh €CTh?"

"KOHeuHO, HeT... IPOCTUTeE, A IPOCTO HEMHOTO 3allaHUKOBasIa..."

"TlousiTHO..."

Ta HenoBKas aTMOC(l)epa, yTO OBINIa paHbIle, BCe eIlle He uCUYe3iia.
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