Muxkano maxe CBIIIan obmeH PenInKaMu MEeXKIOY MaTEePhI0 U pe6eHKOM. Korpga cnuaa Kokare
OKOHYATeJIbHO CKPEIJIACh U3 BULY, Mukano ¥ PuHKa BEHIIIIY U3 TEHU.

"9T0 OBLIIO OEWCTBUTENLHO AylIepa3aupalole..." ckasana PUHKaA, T0J0XKUB OOHY PYKY Ha IPyOb.

"TIpocTH, 4TO BOT TaK BHE3AIMHO CXBaTuia Te0s".

"H-met! 4 coBceM He mpoTuB!" OHa ORICTPO ITOKaYaia TOJI0BOM.

"Ckopee, 9TO IIePBHIM pa3, Korga MyXK4YrHa BOT TaK B3sJI Ha ce0s MHUIIMATUBY B OTHOILIEHUSX CO
MHOH... Y 9T0 OBIT MUKamo-caMa U3 BCeX JIofei... 1 myMana, 4TO MOe Cepille OCTaHOBUTCS.
KoHeuHo, He B IIJIOXOM CMEICTIE".

"4... oaTO TAk...?"

"Ta... g OblIa... OYeHb cCYacTIuBa".

Y cHOBa ee cmepKaHHas, HO B3BOJIHOBAHHAsI MaHepa MOBeeHNs BhIaBasia B Hel fImaTto Hagacuko.
Ee nu1io mbl1ano KpacHEIM. Bups 310, maxe MuKamo HEMHOTO CMYTHIICS.

"3Ha4uT, BH Bcerma 6epeTe MHUITMATUBY Ha ce0sl C TAaKUMU JieByLUIKaMu, MuKamo-cama".

"HeTt, 370 He TaK. PoMaHTHUYeCKMEe OTHOIIEHUS 3alpelleHtl B ceMbe Kutamukramo".

"9T0 710Xb. TH Kak-TO CTPAaHHO IPUBEIKJIA K 3TOMY, He Tak ju?" PUHKa cierka Hagynace. "Mukamo-
cama... MOU BOJIOCHI HEMHOTO B3bePOILIEHE], He BO3paxaeTe, eClU 5 MOWAY IOIpaBiio ux?"

"Tloxanyucra".

"f ceriyac BepHYCH".

IIaB kpaTKoe 00bsiCHeHUe, PUHKA OTIIpaBUjIaCh B OnuKaummi TyaneT. I1o mopore ee CCUHS-YEPHEIE
BOJIOCEI O71eCTeNM B JIy4ax ConHIla. Bo3MoxkHO, ecniu OB OH He BCTpeTun Kucy paHbiie, To CMOT OBl
IIPOHUKHYTHCA K PUHKE 4yBCTBAMHU, JKEHUTHCS Ha HEW U MMOCTPOUTH HOPMAaIbHYIO CEMbIO.

- B mobom Ciliy4ae... CaMad I''laBHAsA 3aga4a - 4yTOOH 3Ta BCTpE€Ya 3aKOHYHNJIACh 6narononquo.

Y aTo crnyuunoch UMEHHO TOTZa, KOTa OH TakK IOgyMaJl.



"boxe, ecnu 3T0 He KuTaMuKamo-caH. Kakoe coBnafieHue - BCTPETUTD Bac 37eCh".

C nykaBol ynbIOKOM, OHA BHITTISIAENA Kak dest.

"“Tr1... [ToueMy ThHI BCerfa Tak BMeIIMBaellbCd B Uyxkue gena?"

Mukamo IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK BC€ CHUIIEI IOKUOAKOT €TI0 TEJIO.

"qro? Mens 3mech xBajar?"

IeBylllka, CBepKHYBIIIasi CBOel 00RIYHOM [pa3Hsllel yiaeI0KoM, Oblla He KTO MHOM, Kak HaHmxoy
Kuca. Camoe HenmpusTHOE CyLIEeCTBO, C KOTOPHIM OH MOT CTOJIKHYThHCS.

"Kak OynTo aTo Oblta moxBana! Y MeHs 31eCh BaXKHEBIE fiefla, TaK YTO laBaliTe BCTPETUMCS Ha
cnenywoier Hepesne! Apusugepuu!”

C sTuMu cyioBamMu Mukapo 6p0CI/IJ'I B3rJidO BHU3, IIPHUCJIOHUBIINCE K CTEHE 3JaHNA. B sTo BpeMsi Kuca
BCTaJIa psAgoM C HUM Iiepen CTEHOI.

"IloueMy THI BCe elle 30ech?!"

"TloTOMY YTO THI BHITJISIIENIa TaK, OYOTO TOYHO He XOTella, YTOOk! s ocTaBancs?"

"TvI OpsBOIT?!"

"Tla, merucTBUTeNbHO. Bumets KutaMukamo-cal B TAKOM COCTOSIHUY - BOT YTO S JIF00II0 O0JIbIlIEe BCEro
Ha cBeTe". Kuca XuxukHysna.

CeropHs meByIKa Obina elle Muiee, yeM o0bI4HO. Celiuyac oHa Obljla 0fjeTa B OUeHb JKEeHCTBEHHBIN
YepHBIM KOMOMHE30H, He JIUIIeHHBIN 000POK U KpyKeB. B mape ¢ YepHbBIMU HOCKaMU BHIIIE KOJIEH U
YepHBIMH TY(IISIMU Ha BEICOKOM KaOJIyKe, OH MeaTbHO KOHTPACTUPOBAJI C ee OeJI0CHEKHON KOXKeH.
['onoBy yKpalaa 4epHBI aKceccyap O BOJIOC B BUE TPEYTONbHKKA, a Ha CIIMHE BUCeNa
CHMITaTUYHAs CYMOYKa, BHIIIOJIHEHHAS B BUJIe KOIIaybeil MOPHOYKY. [IpaBUIbHO IT0J00paB MPUYIECKY,
Kuca co3gaBana aTMocdepy MaleHbKON YepHOU KOLIKK. Ka3anock, 4TO OHA MPHUI0XKHUIIa MHOTO
ycumnui, Kak 0ynTo codupasnach Ha BaXXHOe CBUJaHUe.

"Ut0 BHL 37ecCh nenaete, KutaMukamo-cag?"

"Huuero ocobernHoro. IIpocTo mporynuBawch".

"Torpa s IpUCOEOVHIOCH K BaM Ha 3TOU IIPOTYyJIKe".



"Hert, g moiay 1o qopore oguH".

"Torma s moiimy 3a T0o0OI, TOXe ogHA".

"Tak Hac Bce paBHO Oymet mBoe!"

"Tebe He HYKHO oOpalllaTh Ha 3TO CIIMIIKOM MHOT'0 BHUMaHUs. d OyOoy mepzKaTbCs Ha PAaCCTOSHUM 5

CM".

"9T0 noBONIBHO 61M3KO, KakK 1o MHe! JTo elre 6ojiee HEJIOBKO, UeM eClii Obl MBI IIJIH PSIIOM APYT C
npyrom!"

Mukano 3amaHrKoBas. YeM [JoIbIlle OH IPOMIOIKaJ pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ Kuco, TeM Bhille ObIT PUCK,
4yTO PMHKa MOXKeT BEPHYThCS U yBUAETH ero. Ecnu Kuca y3Haet, 4yTo Mukamo ObIT Ha BCTpeYe Co
CBOe} HeBeCTOH, OHa 00s3aTEIbHO MOMBITAETCS IIOMeIIaTh eMy J1to00H 11eHoi. EcTeCTBEHHO, eciu
ceMbsi Cu3yKaBa y3HaeT, 4To Mukayo uanuiiHe conusuics ¢ Kucoi, 3To TakxKe IOBJIeYeT 3a CO00M
HenpusATHOCTHA. OH HE MOT [IOIIYCTUTh, UTOOH! 3TU [ABE NEBYIIKU BCTPETUNNCE. [10o KpallHel Mepe, He B
IIPUCYTCTBUUA MuKamuo.

"Yro cnyuunocs, Kutamukano-caH? Bel 0UeHb CUJIBHO [TOTeeTe".

"CeropHs IOBOJIBHO XKapKo..."

"IIpaBma? MHe KaXeTCs, 4YTO 3TO CKOpee yCIloKauBaeT".

"...OH, ecnu O 5 oTpocun TeOsT OCTABUTh MEHS B ITOKOE TOJIBKO Ha CETOIHs, YTO OBl TH cuemnan?"

"OcTtaHych psfgoM ¢ Tobou oo 1eHon!"

"®urypanbHo... Eciu Obl 51 monmpocun tebs coaTtbesa?"

"¢ 6B TOUHO He chaasach!"

I'ma3a Kucer CBEPKaJid, O4€eHb MHUJIOE BEIPA2KEHUE. Ho B 10 ke BpeMsa y Muxkamo He OBIIIO BpeMeEHU
HaClTaXOaTbCsA 3THM, TdK KAaK OH JIOMAJI T'OJIOBY HAaOd T€M, 9YTO TEIIePhb OeJIlaTk.

- Ha gaHHBI MOMEHT, nepxkaTh Kucy nmoganbie oT PUHKH-CAH SIBISIETCS CaMBIM T'JIaBHBIM
IIPHOPUTETOM.

[Tpups K TakoMy BhIBoAY, Mukamo BeiOpas Haubonee 3pPeKTUBHLIM CII0CO0 JOCTUKEHUS 3TOM LIeJIH.



"Hudero He nogenaelns. [laBaiiTe IporynseMcs BMecTe".

"Oyens xoporo! f Bce paBHO X0Tesla MOKOPMUTh KOKWCOB U NTUL y IIpyfa!" Kuca pagoCTHO KMBHYIIA.

-Tak HaHu}Koy JazXKe OBOPUT TaKWe MHUJIbIE BEIIH. OnHa melCTBUTEIbHO AEeBOYKA.

Mukamo CHOBa IIPHUIIIOCh UCIIPABUTh CBOE MHEHHKE O HEM.

"®y-py-dy, Tak TH TaK OTYASTHHO XOUeIlb efsl...? Kakas ke Thl mpoxkopiuBas. CMOTPH, Jaxe s
IPOSIBIISIO K Tebe couyBcTBUe. Ecnu TH He Oymelns 61aromapHa, s Ha Tebs HacTYIo".

[Toxa Kuca cmesinack mpo ce6s1, oHa paccrinana kKopM (100 iieH). 3aMeTHB 3TO, KOUCH B IIPyAy CTaju
HEMCTOBO IIJIBITh K TIOBEPXHOCTH.

"CKOJIBKO ellle BEl XOTUTE CheCTh? Ho 1 He MOTy CKa3aTh, YTO MHE He HPaBSATCS CIIYTU, KOTOPHIE
BEPHBI CBOUM XKeJIaHUSM..."

Cnyru (KOHCHI) XJIOTIAIK OTKPHITEIME PTaMH, IIJIaBasl y MOBEPXHOCTH B 0XKUNAHUN HOBOH ITOPITMH
kKopMa. OmyCcTHB MOHETY B aBTOMAT Ha Oepery mpyna, Kuca moctana MaleHbKYIO KarcyIy.

"¢ 6b1 UAMOTOM, KOTTIa lazke IOAyMaJl, UTO Thl CUMIIaTA4YHa4d..." mpobopMoTan Mukapo.

Kuca Grinta meB4oHKOM, Boxke, HET. He3aBrucumo 0T Toro, KTo 3To 0b11, Haumgxkoy Kuca octaBanack
Tou ke Hanpxoy Kucou, 4To u paHblie.

"9X, 4TO THI TOJILKO YTO cKalas?" Kuca moBepHyIack TUIOM K MHUKaAI0 C He MOX0XKUM Ha HaHOKOY
BBIPAXKEHHUEM JIUIIA, TOYTH HEBUHHBIM, KOTT]a OHA ITHITANIACh IOCTATh KOPM M3 KAIICYJIH.

"HeT, Huuero..."

W croBa Mukamo enBa yoepZxKaJiCd OT TOro, YTOOBI IIpsIMO HE HAa3BaTh €€ MUJIOH.

"Thl Ha3BaI MEHS MUJIOW MIPSAMO cerdac, He Tak Ju?"

"He Ha3bBamI".

"Tvl HA3Ba".

"He Ha3bBaI".



Muxkago OT4assHHO MHEITANICT OTPHUILIATH 3TO, HO Kuca Tak IIPOCTO HE COaBaJIaCk.

"THI oTIpeenieHHO caenan! ¥ MeHs [0CTaTOYHO YBEPEHHOCTH, YTOOK! YCIIBIIIaTh, YTO HaXKe B CaMbIX
TEMHBIX YTOJIKaxX 9TOTr0 MUpa, eCNIU TOCIOOUH KuTtaMuKano Ha30BeT MeHs MUIou!"

"Kakue y Te0s1 OCTphIe yIIH..." B3LOXHYT MuUKayo.

-9X, IONOXKIX, pPa3Be 9TO He 3HAYUT, YTO OHA CTAHOBUTCS CYACTIMBOM, €CIIM S Ha3bIBalo ee MUIou?!
Tak yto mu?! 3uauuTt, Haupxoy.. HeT-HeT, A1 9TOT0 ellle CIUIIKOM paHo.

Mukagno ckasas cebe, UYTO OH CIIMIIKOM CaMOYBEPEH U He MOXKET [eHCTBOBaTh HeoOayMaHHOo. OOBIYHO
OH CIIOKOEH ¥ coOpaH B TAKWX [iefax, HO KaK TOJIbKO [eJI0 KacaeTcss Kuchl, OH He MOXKeT He OBITh
6e3paccynHbM. TeM BpeMeHeM, Kuca Hayasla MaxaTh Ha HET0 yKa3aTeIbHBEIM ITaiblieM.

"ToBopio TeOe, 51 He OCMbIMANACh... TEHl TOUHO 3TO CKa3al... YTO s caMoe MUJIOe XKUBOEe CYIIECTBO,
CYILIECTBYIOLIlee BO BCEU BCEJIEHHOM".

"fl HUKorga TaKoro He ropopumn!"

MuKapo B3T/IgHYJI Ha 4Yachl B rtapke. [Ipomio okoso 10 MUHYT ¢ TOTO MOMEHTA, KaK OHU IIOKUHYIIN
MeCTO, Tle OH paccTaics ¢ PUHKOMN, Tak 4TO OHa [OJIKHa Obllla CKOPO BEpPHYThCS U3 TyasneTa. Ecnu
OH He BepHeTCH B OnuKaliiee BpeMs, OHa MOXKET IIOAyMaTh, UTO ee MOACTaBUIN. M B 9TOT MOMEHT
pasgasncs 3BOHOK BXOASIIETO BEI30Ba CO cMapTdoHa Mukano... BHyTpu cymku Kucs.

IIApa.II

Kuca mocrana tenepon Mukamgo U3 CyMKH, Kak OyITo 9T0 Oblyia caMasi OORIYHAsI BEIllb B MUPE.

"TlogoxKmu, 4epT BO3bMHU, CEKYHAY! ITo onpeneneHHo crpanHo! [Touemy y Tebs mMou Tenedon?!"

3aKpHyas Ha Hee MuKayo, B €ro rojioce 3By4ajia CMeCh MAHUKY U PACTEPSHHOCTH, HO Kuca He
oOpartwuia Ha 3TO BHUMaHUsI. OHa IIPOCTO HaXKajla Ha KHOMKY TejedOHa U IPUHSIIA BHI30B.

"a, anno? 935...7 Kto 1? HukTto, goCcTONHEIM yioMuHaHuSA. I'me Mukago-cama, ropopure? O 4eM B
MOXKETe TOBOPUTH? 3HaeTe, MHE He HPABUTCS, KOT[Ia JIIOON YCTPauBalT IMOJ00HkEIe PO3KITPHIIH. [1a,
ceiyac s 4yBCTBYIO cebsi 0ueHb OCKOPOIeHHOM. "

"Korpa THI ero ykpamna?! Ckopee BepHU ero!"

"Tel HEe MOXKEIIb ION0XKAAaTh CEKYHAY? ¥ MeHs cerdac BaXXHBIA 3BOHOK. XOTs, s He 3Hal0 3TOT0



yeJioBeKa".

"Ecnu TH ee He 3Haelllb, TO He Befu cebs Tak, OYOTO 9TO BaxKHEIM 3BOHOK!" MUKAa/I0 yaanoch BEPHYTh
TenedoH.

On TYT 2Ke IIOAHEC €Tr0 K YXYy U IIPOIIEITal, IIPUKPEIBAA POT.

"Amnno, Kutamukazo cioymaer."”

'Ax, Mukago-cama!'

OH, KOHEYHO, HaJIesJICs, YTO 9TO He OHA, HO YeJIOBEK, OTBETUBIINM Ha €ro roj0c, HECOMHEHHO, OB
Punkoii. I[ToCKOIBKY pa3niyKa BO BpeMsi Moxoda B mapK Obiia Ol 1JI0X0M, OHU 0OMEHSIIUCH
KOHTAKTaMH, KaK TOJIKO BBHIIIIA U3 PecCTOpaHa, HO MUKag0 He 0XKHUAaj, YTO OHA BOT TAK BOT YOAPHUT
€ro B CIIUHY.

"TIpocTuTe, 5 CIy4alHO OTOLIEN OT TyasieTa. f ceryac BepHYCh".

'Her, 3T0 1 3actaBun Te0s xkpgatb. HaBepHOe, OBIJIO CKYYHO XKIaTh MEeHS'.

W 3BUHSAIOIMUICS TOJI0C JOHECCS [0 yXa MuKano, 3acTaBuB €0 BCIIOTETh OT YyBCTBA BUHEL U
pazouapoBanus. Ho Kuca momHOCTbIO IPOUTHOPUPOBAJIa 3TO ¥ IIPOCTO ITOMHECIIA CBOE YXO0 ONrxkKe K
TenedoHy, YTOOBI OHA MOTJIa IOACITYIIATh.

"on..."

"Tccc... oHa cMoxeT Tebs yenbimaTh". [Toka Mukago cMoTpen Ha Hee, Kuca mpumoxuia
yKasaTeJIbHbIH Iasel] K ry0aM U IIpollenTania.

Haxopsick Tak 67113K0, myieun Kuck Mo4YTH Kacanuch mied Mukapo. [JIuHHbBIE KOHUUKY €e BOJIOC
IIeKOTaJIU ero 1eKy, ¥ OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK €ro COOCTBEHHOE CepMlle y4alleHHO 3a01I0Ch.
Cnapkuii apoMaT, UCXOOUBIIUY OT Hee, IPSIMO-TakKu OymopaKuil ero paccynok. [Ipexne yeMm
CUTYyalus CTajla CIUIIKOM OllacHOM, Mukano 3aumTi cBol TenedoH, ORICTPO OTHEIUBIINUCH OT
Kucel. UyBCTBYS mocany OT TOTO, UTO He MOXKeT HaclaguThCs 00IIeHNeM C Hell HEMHOTO 00JIbIlle, OH
CHOBA COCPENOTOYUJIICA Ha IIPOJoIKallleMcsl Tene(OHHOM 3BOHKE.

"Hert, 970 5 BUHOBaAT. [lomoXauTe TaM HEMHOTO, 51 Cerdac BEPHYCh".

'B aTOM HeT He0OXOAUMOCTH. MHe ObII0 OBl HEIIPUSITHO 3aCTaBJISITh BaC [eJlaTh BCE TePeMEIeHUS,
II03TOMY $1 TIOUY K BaM. I'Tie BHI ceiidac HaXxOOUTeCh?



"9TO0... MMM... HEMHOI'O CJIOXXHO OOBSACHUTE..."

Kuca c ynei0ko# momaxasa pykoit Mukano, ¥ OH IIOTHS Ha Hee Irna3a. OObSICHUTH CBOE
MECTOIIOJIOKEeHME OBIJI0 HECI0XKHO, HO ObIIM HEKOTOPHIE 00CTOSTENIBCTBA, KOTOPLIE esaiu 3To 6onee
TPYIHBIM.

'9T0 TaK... Torma, KTo OBlIa Ta AEBYIIKA, KOTOPAs TOILKO YTO OTBEeTHUNa 1o Teaedony...?'

"OT0 TOXKEe TPYyAHO OOBSCHUTS..."

Mwukano Hayan 0OMIIBHO IIOTETh, a PHHKA MPogoIKaia B TSXKeJI0W MaHepe.

'TIoxoxe, 3TO ObllIa OYEeHb MHUTIas IeBOYKa. [I[pyMepHO OMHOTO BO3pacTa co MHOM... OHa 3HaKoOMas
Muxkapgo-caMma...?

"3rakomas... Hy..."

OH He MOT HalTH MOOXOMSIIET0 ompaBaanus. YecTHO roBopsi, MUKa[0 BCeraa IJIoX0 YMeJl YTO-TO
CKPBIBATh WJIM JlaXKe NIraTh. ECIM peyb IIIa 0 KOM-TO ITOAXOMsINeM, Kak PHHKa, OH 4yBCTBOBAJI ellle
OosbIliee COIPOTHBIIeHUE. XOTs, eClii peyb mya o Kuce, Bce OBIIIO HHAYe.

'3rto Tak...? Torga, Mukamo-caMa, 51 Oyay XKaaTh Bac 3[eCh, TaK YTO BO3BpalllaliTeCch CKopee".
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