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3aTouéHHAs Ha BepxHeM aTaxe OamHu PuTta 6ecrmokonnack. Cheppa BHE3AMMHO, HUYETo He 00BbsICHSS,
CXBaTuia e€ u pasnyuwia ¢ PaTuMol. PuTe mpUIIIOCh OCTABUTh MOAPYTY, KOTOPAs HAOIOBUHY
IIpeBpaTUiIach B BAMIIMPA, OOHY B JIOTOBe KpoBomuiill. E€ Tak:ke BOJTHOBaJIa IePpeEMEHA B OTHOIIIEHUHT
npexpae apyxemnobHoi Cbepphl — Ta Telepbh HaXOAWIach B MIOAABIEHHOM COCTOSTHUMU.

HaxkoHerr, censiHKe many BRIATH U3 OalmHu. Y mBepel, KpoMe Cheppel, OBIIIO e11é HECKOIbKO
TIOJIHOCTBIO BOOPY2KEHHBIX BEICOKOIIOCTABIEHHHIX PhIllapeil, KOTOpkle CMOTPEeNH Ha [AeBYIIEK C
HETIPUS3HbIO.

— Ax, rocrmoxa Creppa...

PuTa He MOTJIa 0CTaBaThCS CIIOKOMHOH, y Hee GBITIO IIJI0X0e IPeIdyBCTBUE TI0 3TOMY IIOBOJY — BCE
MEHSIJIOCH CITMIITKOM OBICTPO. B TO BpeMs Kak phIllaph-BaMIIMPhI Haxomunu Puty 3a6aBHOM, B rTa3ax
CheppHl OHA BREITJISIZIENA TPOCTO JKAJIKO.

— Ecnu noupes npsiMo 1O 9TOY TPOIIE, TO CMOXKeIllb BEPHYTHCS B CBOIO AepeBHI0. OnHako daTtuma
He CMOXKET BepHYThCA ¢ To0O0M. MHe IIprKa3aHOo BEIBECTH Te0S U3 3aMKa. Teneps cTymar!

— Ho... HO g1 He Mory ocTaBuUTh PaTUMy-CcamMa OJHY.

— Jlaxe cerydac Th 6ecrokouIbcs o Hel? Bul ¢ ®aTumoii mobprie meBouku. [Tomuuis, Patuma
TOBOPHJIA, YTO APY3bs MPULYT €l TOMOYb? [IprCOeqUHNCh K HUM M PaCcCKaXKu, 4TO Thl BUAENa U
CJIBIlIaJIa 30eCh. ITO HEMHOTI'0 ITIOMOXKeT UM. IloToponucs, ecnu xo4ellb YUTU. Ecu ocTaHeIIbC s,
€CTh BEPOSITHOCTD, YTO IIPUKa3 OTMEHSAT, 1 y TeOs He Oy[eT APYroro maHca BEPHYTHCS.

PuTa BCE eIlé coMHeBasiach B IPaBOUBOCTH CJI0OB Chepphl, KaK Obl yOeIUTEeIbHO OHU He 3By4alld, HO
IeBYIIKEe XBAaTUJIO yMa ITOHSATh: OHA MaJi0 YTO MOXKET 3[IeCh ClielaTh. XBaTUIIO ¥ MYZKeCTBa, YTOOHI
IIPOMTH Yepe3 TyMaH, [IOJIHBIM HeM3BECTHHIX OIlaCHOCTEeN. PuTa nmpucTasbHO IIOCMOTPENa B Ir/ia3a
Creppe, a 3aTeM KUBHYJIA B 3HaK corjiacusi. MUHMATIOpHAS, TIOTHAS PELIIMMOCTH, HO B TO K€ BpeMs
OmaroponHast ¥ rajJlaHTHas.

Creppa 3afanachk BOIIPOCOM: OBIJIO JIX B €€ BAMIIUPCKOM CEP[lle U CYLIECTBE TO, UTO IIOMOTJIO OB
IIPEeB30UTH 3Ty AeBYyImKY? OHa TYT JKe M3THaJla KPaMOJIbHBIE MBICIIH, XOTSI OBIJIO ITO3THO: BIIEPBHIE C
MOMeHTa o0palleH:s OHa 3aCOMHeBajach. A Hafio U ObIJIO T03BOIUTE bpaHy BrICOCATh €€ KPOBb?

— Xoporo, moHrMalo. f coenai BCE, UTO CMOTY. 3Hal0, YTO CTPAHHO NIPOCUTH 00 3TOM, HO,
noXKanyicTa, mo3aboTscs o PaTuMe-cama.

— [Ila, KoHEUHO, g mo3abouych 0 Hel. [IoToMy 4TO 9Ta AeBoUKa Oblyia yKyieHa Ero BenudecTsow,
Koponewm.



— Ecnu BO3MOXKHO... s1 6yay oueHb 61arofapHa, €CIU Th T03a00THUIILCS O Hel... He M0-BaMIIUPCKH.

— VBHI, 3TOTO 00€emath He Mory. Ecimu Tonbko Ero BennuecTBo He U3MEHHUT pelleHusi. Jero,
KOHEYHO, HUKOTIa He CIIy4UTCs, BEPHO? YXOau.

— Ha. Cnacu6o, 4TO ITOMOTJIa MHE.

Hewmuoro nmokoneb6asmuch, Puta moknoHumack Creppe, pa3BepHyach u modexkana B HEU3BECTHBIN
MUD, MMOJTHBIH 6€10T0 TyMaHa. YTOOR KaK MOXKHO CKOpee BCTPETUTHLCS C JIIOAbMHU, KOTOPHIE ITHITAIOTCS
cractu ®atumy. UToOB KaK MOKHO CKOpee cracTy goopyo ®aTuMy OT KeCTOKOH y4acTH
IIpeBpalleHus B BaMnupa. HecMoTpst Ha TO, UTO AEBYILIKY yKe MOTJIOTUII TyMaH, ¥ OHa yXe He
BHUMeNna eé cumyaTa, Cheppa He MBITalach YUTH, a CTOSITIa Ha MeCTe, TJISs B TY CTOPOHY, Kyda
Oexana Pura.

PuTa mpogBuranach BIepénd Tak MONT0, KaK TOJIBKO MOTrjia. HecMOTps Ha TO, UTO €€ TeJlo Havalio
CBOOMTH OT 60K, OHA He oOpaliana Ha 9TO BHUMAHUS ¥ MpoHoikania 6exkaTh. OHA efBa YyBCTBOBAJIA
cBou Horu. He cTpaHHO, 4TO KOXKa OBUTa pa3ogpaHa, a HOTM MOKPHI OT KPoBHU. M BCE paBHO OHA He
oCTaHaBnMBajach — Pura GoJbIIero Bcero Ha cBeTe xkejnasa cracta datuMy, KoTopas epexuaa o
TIOAPYTe-IPOCTOIOIUHKE HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO y Heé BhICOCANX KPOBb. [laxke ecnu Hamexkma Obllna
CNUIIKOM €1ab0i ¥ MEMOJIETHOH, YTOOK Ha3BaThCs HAleXKI0W — BCE PAaBHO OHA COXPAHSIIACh.
MozxkeT ObITh, HAUAYTCS JTIOOM, KOTOPBEIE CMOTYT CIIAaCTH UX 3a IpefesaMu TyMaHa. OH TaKO# TEMHBIN
¥ TYCTOM, YTO HUYETO yKe He Pa3TIIAIeTh.

Ona IIpoaoJIzKalia 0exaThb CKBO3b TyMaH, B KOTOPOM OBIJIO ITIOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO OIIpenEeInThb
HalIpaBJIEHHE, X IIO30HO OCO3HAJlI4, 9YTO 3a6pena B 1ec. ToncTeie KOPHHU OEePEBLEB IIBITAJIUCh YXBATHUTH
PI/ITy 3a HOI'H, KakK 6YI[TO JieC BEIHAIIIMBAJI 3JIbI€ HaMEPEHHUA 110 OTHOIIEHHNIO K HeW.

— Ax-xa... PaTuma-cama, 4... d 06sg3aTenbHO cracy. Al

Korpa Puta noita no HauxyamieMy U3 BCeX BO3MOXKHBIX ITyTeH, CTpeJia, COCTOSIIas OT KOHYMKA [0
TIepheB U3 (HUOIETOBOTO METaslla, yAapuiIach 0 3eMJTi0 y e€ Hor. CTpeia paccekyia IPOCTPAHCTBO
0e33By4YHO U He Tonasna B PUTy, HO 3TOro XBaTUI0, YTOOH! IeBYIIKa OCTONOeHea. PuTa OryissHymacs.
OHa He 3HaJa, C KaKOTO HallpaBJIeHUs IpueTena cTpena. OgHAKO TaM MIPUTAUIIOCHh HEUTO,
3aCTaBUBILEE €€ 3a0POKaTh OT CTPaxa.

3a TYMaHOM U [IlepeBbIMU BHOHENACh GUTYpa PhIllaps, IOTHOCTHIO 001aY€HHOT0 B IyPIyPHbIE
mocriexu, — oT cOPy” Ha KOHe [0 IJleMa. PuTa moHsia, YTo 3TO ONUH U3 PhIllapeii, CTOSBIINX paHee Y
BOPOT 3aMKa. PMOIETOBEIH PHIIAPh U OAPYTHE PHIIIAapH MBITAIOTCST OXOTUTLCS Ha Hee, Kak Ha KPOJIuKa
WU OJIeHS.

MoxeT ObITh, IOTOMY, YTO BaMIIMpIIa 3Haa, YTO Mpou3oiifieT, y Chepprl OBIII0 TaKOE TPYCTHOE JIUIIO0
1 Takol GeccTpacTHHIM IOJI0C, KOTTla OHU paccTasack ¥ BopoT? OHa 3Hasla ¥ II03BOJIUIa el YUTH?
3Hana ¥ BCE XKe IIPOM3Hecsa CJI0Ba, KOTOPHIE Oaly el Hafexkay?



['HeB ¥ mevastb MpefaHHOM PUTH XKT7TH I0HOE cepflle, KakK JIeCHOM MmoxKap. PuTa mpekpacHo
IIOHMMaAJIa, YTO, OCTAHOBHUBIIIKCE, OHA YMpeT.

— Bnepén! 3a Heit! OxoTa Ha yCKOIb3aI0OMIYyI0 fOORYY — JIy4illasi 4YacTh puTyana. [IUTh TBOIO KPOBB,
pas3opBaTh TBOIO II€I0 ¥ KOHEYHOCTH Ha YacTH, a IOTOM IIPeAJIoKUTh 9T0 HameMmy bory. Hy, maBai
etlé pa3 BeicTpenuM!!! Her, emié HeT, He ymupaii!

He npopoHuB HYU c10Ba, bpacaeH BEIXBAaTUJI CTPEJTY U3 KOTUaHa, IPUTOPOYEHHOTO K Cefly,
YBEePEHHEIM IBUXKEHUEeM HaTSAHYJ TEeTUBY U HaIIPaBUJI TOYHO B CIIMHY PUTHI, CJIOBHO OHU OBLIN
cBsI3aHBEL. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO OH He coOupascs B Heé MoIafaTh, B ero CO3HaHUM XKHUBO 3aurpana
KpacKaM¥ KapTHHa: PUTa, C KOHEYHOCTSIMU, TPUOUTHIMYU K 3eMJIe TIPY ITOMOIIX BCE TeX XKe CTPETI,
yMOJIIeT COXPAHUTh el XKU3Hb U IJIa4eT, lepeMa3aHHas KpoBbio. OH TOHYJ B PAfOCTH, IPEACTaBIIAs
3TO — KaK CUJIbHBIY, YTO U3[eBaeTcs Haxl cinabriM. Ha3BaTh TaKoro u3yBepa phillapeM ObIIO0 TOYTH
YTO IIyTKOM.

— HTak, HauHEeM C J1eBOy HOTHU!

®uoneroBas Marnyeckas CTpesa, BEITyLeHHAs U3 TETUBH, CHOBA IIposieTesia 0e3 equHOro 3ByKa II0
BETPY, HALIEJIUBIIKCH B JIEBYIO HOTY PUTH — B TOYHOCTH KaK cKa3an bpacmen panee. HesicHo, GBIIO
JI 3TO BBI3BAHO €€ HEJIOBKOCTHIO UITM KaKOU-TO Maruel, Ho PuTa packayuBasiach TO BIEBO, TO
BIIPaBO, BpEMsI OT BpEMEHM CIIOTHIKAsICh, a CTPeJibl bpacneHa mo-mpexHeMy JieTalau Mexay
[IePeBbSIMU CJIOBHO IITUIIHL. B TOT camblii MOMeHT, Korfa bpacneH 00Iu3HyICS, a 00 IPOHUKHOBEHUS
B HEXKHYIO IIJIOTh PUTHL OCTaBaJICS UL KPATKUN MUT, OTKyZa-TO COOKY IIOAYJI CephIi BETED,
CTOJIKHYBIINCH CO CTPEJIOH, B pe3yibTaTe 4ero Puty cHecno ¢ oO6pbiBa Ha Kpai POLIY.

— Creppa?.. 9TO TBOUX PYK [A€JI0, CydKa?!

Bpacpen ckocuil rina3a B TY CTOPOHY, OTKYZa [AyJI cephiit BeTep. HecMoTpst Ha To, 4To Cheppa BHIIIIA
13 3aMKa II0CTIeJHelH, OHa JorHala bpacoeHa. MeXny TMTaHTCKUMH [NePEBbSIMHU, BHITIISILIBAIOIIAMHI
13 TYMaHa KaK TeMHO-3eJIeHbIe CTONIOH, cTosiima Cheppa. HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO OHA CTOJIKHYJIACH C
SIPOCThIO BpacaeHa, B uIle NeBYIIKY He OBIIO HE MaJIeHInero Ipu3Haka cTpaxa. ITOro OBIIO0
IOCTATOYHO, YTOOH pa303IuTh bpacheHa.

— Cbeppa, 3HA4YUT, SMOIINHU BCE-TaKHU B3AJIN HA[ TOOOM Ber!

OH u3pan pés, ClIOCOOHBIN CIOMAaTh TOHKOE JepeBo. BETKU U JTUCThS pa3fieTaluch Ha KYCKH.

— Her, s nenunacse B Puty. K coxkaneHuo, MO CEpPhIM BETEP CTONKHYJICS CO CTPEJION JTopaa
BpacoeHa. Y MeHst He ObIIO HUKAKUX TallHBIX HAMEpPeHUH. 3aueM MHe UOTU IIPOTHUB IIpHKa3a Ero
BBEICOYECTBA, KOTOPHIY [IaJl MHE IIaHC CTaThb OJHOM M3 IPEACTaBUTEIbHUL BEICIIEH PACH?

— OpgHaKo X BeTep...



— Tlocne 3aBepiiieHUs IIEPEMOHNY, IT0XKaIyiCcTa, OCMaTPUBanuTeE MECTHOCTh, ITI0Ka HEe OCTAaHETECh
IOBOJIBHEL, TopH Bpacmen. 4 He 6ymny yberaTs unu npsTaTthcs. OmHAKO, HAa JAHHBINA MOMEHT,
npeciefoBanue PUTH uMeeT IepBOCTENIEHHOE 3HAUYEHMe, Ha MOU B3r1AA. Kak u gpyrue npsaMmo
cenyac...

Kak u cka3ana Creppa, C MPOTUBOIOJIOKHON CTOPOHEI IPYTHE PHIApH, BKITI0Yas ['opkoca,
3ampsAraioT CBOUX TI0OOMMEIX JIOIIafiel U MyaTcs yepes Jiec. Ecnu oH MPOmOIXKUT JOTpalIuBaTh
Coeppy, 3T0 OyOeT IIyCcTOM TPaToOi BPEMEHH, ¥ OH He MOJTyYUT YECTH MTePBLIM BEICOCATDH KEPTBEHHYIO
KPOBB BO BpeMs IIePEeMOHUH XKePTBOIPUHOIIEeHNST. He MoK maBImich pa3penieHrst KOHGIMKTA C
BpacpmenomMm, Cheppa 3aKOHYHIIA Pa3roBop. E€ Teno clI0BHO MPEBPATHIIOCH B TOT CaMBIN CEPHINA BETEP
TI0CJIE Yero MCUe3Jio B TYMaHe.

— IIpoiy MeHSI U3BUHUTE.

— Oii, mogoxnau! He Harme# TOMBKO IMTOTOMY, YTO THI OfIHA U3 MPuONMuKeHHbIX Ero BeicouecTBa!

He Haips myuirero croco0a [Jisi BRIpaXkKeHus CBOeH pocTH, bpachmeH ynapui KyJaaKoM I10 ITpaBoMy
KOJIEHY, YTO ITOXOMXJIO Ha yap 60eBOro MoJioTa [0 OTPOMHOM KaMeHHOU ribibe. Jlomans bpacoeHa
THXO 3ap2Kaja, CIIOBHO IIPOTECTYS.

— Ox, npoctu. Ecnu 51 He MOTOPOILIIOCH, BCE HAIIPACHO, HE TaK JIU?

Bupumo, BaMnup KpaiiHe goOp K JTI00MMOii JIOIIafu.

BpacpmeH yxe repexBaTHII IOBOObS U Y2Ke coOuparscs mocnenoBaTsh 3a Cbeppoi, Koraa /1o ero ciyxa
OOHEeCCs YeH-To roJoc.

— HUcTtnein.

910 OBLNIO TTOCTIEgHEe, YTO YCIbIIan bpacneH, mpexe 4YeM IPeBPaTUTLCS B IETe.
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