4 cTosin, 3a6bIB 0 60U B JIOOBIZKKE. Hepeno MHOU OTKPHIJIOChE HEMEBICJIIUMOE 3peEJInIle B I'YCTOM JIECY,
T'Ie 3alIPpOCTO MOT CIIPATAThCA YEJIOBEK.

HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO 3TO ORI JIec, He TpOHYTHﬁ PYKaMHu 49€JI0BEKa, B HEM OBIJIO MECTO, KpPaCuBO
BBEIPpE€3aHHOE II0 KPYTY. A He OyMall, 94TO 3TO IIOSABUJIOCE €CTECTBEHHO.

B oTnuuwme oT eca, Kyna He IPOHUKAJIO COJIHIE, 3[MeCh OB TEIILIN CBET, U 0YeHb KOM(OPTHO.
[Toxoxke, 94TO 3[ech He ObIJI0 TAKKUX BYJIbrapHBIX MOHCTPOB, KaK TOOJIMHHI.

4 yBepeH, 4TO MHOTHeE JIIOOU CKa3au OB, YTO 3TO MECTO YIOOHOE, HO ...
— U BCé Xe 3TO HEMHOTO... HEYMECTHO...

II71s1 MEHSI 9TO MECTO CJIUIIKOM YUCTOe. ITO HECKOJIbKO HenmpusaTHo. Hy, 9To nydlile, 4eM Jiec, Tfe
IPSAYYTCS HOo0aHHbIE TOOIUHEL.

Kak ORI 9TO CKa3arTk... 3[eCh [apuia BelnyecTBeHHas aTMocepa, KOTopasi, Ka3anoch, Kpuyasa, 9T0
3TO MECTO OBIJIO CBATHIM... ¥ 3TO OTBPATUTEIIHHO.

Korma s mBurarscst Bnepeéq...
— Ox...

Tam OblLT BUI, KOTOPHIM 3aCTaBUJl MeHsI 6€CCO3HATENbHO IIOHU3UTH T0s0C. B 11eHTpe Obin BanyH. K3
Hero Top4an Med. OH ¥ cO37aBall 3TO MPOCTPAHCTBO TEIJIOT0 COJTHEYHOT'O CBETA.

— [MTouemy 3mech Meu?MoKeT ObITh, 9TO 3eMJIsI, IPHHA/JIekKallas peilapio?

Hy, Tem mapHSM, KOTOPEIE TBEPHAST O CBOEHM YECTH (JI0JI), KaXKeTCsI, HPaBATCS TaKue OyIIHbIE MeCTa.
Ecnu 3T0 Tak, To, MOXeT OBITh, PHIIIAPh IPUAET MHE Ha IIOMOIIb, eclu s 6yay 3aeck. UTo-XK, o
CIIaceH.

B nmob6oMm cnydae, y MeHs 0oJieria JIOABIKKA, Hafo OBLIO TYT MEPEegOXHYTh.
¢ mocMoTpen Ha Med, BCYHYTHIM B KAMeHb, ¥ HEBOJIBHO ITPOOOPMOTAIT:
— W BCE XKe 9TO MeCTO BHITTISOUT KaK B POMaHe.

Ecnu s He omubarcs, y Marapu 6ruta Takas kHura. Ho oHa ckasana:

— MHe He HpaBATCS TaKue UCTOPUU. MHe He HpaBUTCS N00pokKenaTeNlbHbIM YM Ieposi.
I'epow, pa....

— BrIrnsigut Tak, OyOTO €ClM S BHITALIY 3TOT M€Y, TO CMOTY CTaTh repoem?

Bopmoua 370, s paccMmesinicsa Haf, CBOUM UOUOTU3MOM.

4 HayHy ycepmHO paboTaTh Ha BCIO CTPaHY, IPOCTO BHITaIIKUB Med. Het, cmacu6o. CpaxkaThcs,
PUCKYS XKM3HBIO pPany JIIOAeH, S COBEPIIEHHO He Xouy. CKopee, 51 X0uy, 4TOOLI JIIOAU CpazKajucCh,
PUCKYSI CBOEY XKU3HbBIO Pafil MEHSI.

Xa... I HagewCh, YTO PHIIapX OBICTPO MPUAYT Ha ITOMOIIL. BHIIONHSINTE CBOU 00513aHHOCTH



TOCyJapCTBEHHHIX CTyXKalluX. 3aMedYaTeNIbHBIN TapeHb HAXOOUTCS B KPUTHUYECKOM IT0I0XKEHUMN.
Y xorpa s mogyMain 06 9TOM...
— T®I MOXKeIllb UM CTAThb.

— 7L,

4 ycnbIlan 4er-To 4yzKOoM roJIoC ¥ MOOHST rojioBy. OgHAK0, KpoMe MeHs, 3fiech 60JIbllle HUKOTO He
ov110. Ho 1 OBLT yBEpEH, YTO YCIIBIIIAN MYKCKOHM IoJIiocC.

— A, mpuBupnenue? He To 4TOOH 51 60SI7ICS TAaKWUX Bellel, HO OyIeT CTPAIHO, eCITK 9TO MOHCTP-
HEXWUTh. MEHST TOYHO YOBIOT...

Ecnu THI MEPTB, IPOCTO IOTOPOIIKCH U OTIIPABIISANUCS B CBOIO HUPBaHY!!
— O... Tel MeHs cnblIUIb? 4 TyT.

Korpga st ObI1 HEMHOT'O HCITyTaH, I'0JIOC CHOBA HAaYMHAJ TOBOPUTDH CO MHOM 6€33a00THBIM TOHOM.
XOpoIIeHbKO MPUCTYLUIABIIKCH K TOJIOCY, S HE ITOYYBCTBOBA BPaXkAeOHOCTY MU HAaMEepPeHUs
npuuuHUTE MHE Bped.He Bpar? Cow3HUK?

Bo BcsakoM Clly4dae, OH JOJI2KEH OBITH HaKa3aH 3a TO, YTO 3aCTAaBUJI MEHS HCIIyraThbCA. Hamo
Y6e}KaTb 0T TOOJIMHOB, HCIIOJIB3Ys €TI0 B Ka4eCTBe IIPMMaHKH.

HOJIYMaB Ha[ 9THM, A YJ'ILI6HYJ'IC5{, YTOORI IIPON3BECTH XOPOIlIee BII€YaTIIEHUE, U IIOBEPHYJICA B
CTOPOHY T'0JIOCa...

— A, HaKOHEI-TO TH 3aMEeTHJI.

Medu, BOTKHYTHIM B KAMEHb.

...Mey?

— 39-3... 9TOT M€Y TOBOPUT?

— Ila, COBEpIIIEHHO BEPHO.

Pa3Be Meu MoxkeT roBopuTh!? Mnu ke MOXKHO HalTH TaKO# Med, eCclid MPUOIU3UTCS K cTonule!?

Il KpecThsIHHUHA U3 CeJILCKOM JePeBHH, KaK 51, 9T0 OBIIO TO, UTO S HUKOIA He CMOT O faxke
IpefiCTaBUTE cebe.

— Wpu croma.YT0, 4EPT BO3bMHU, TOBOPHUT 3TOT Meu? HaugeTcs M TaKOW UANOT, KOTOPBIM
npubNIU3UTCS K HEOPraHU4eCKOMY MaTepHaly, elllé 1 TOBOPSIIeMy? OTO OTBPATUTENIBHO, U 3TO
CTpaAIIIHO.

YEpT... KaXkKeTCcs, 3TO MeCTO TOoXKe yxkKacHoe.f He MOTy ocTaBaThCs 3pechk. HyxkHo HaliTu 6omee
Oe3omacHoe MecCTo.

[TogymaB Tak, s MOBEPHYJICA U yKe co0pasics yXOOUTh, HO Me4 CHOBa 3aTOBOPHUJI CO MHOM.

— IMoropmu. He mriTaiics mpoCcTo YHUTH, HUUETo He cKa3aB. S cYacCT/IUB, UYTO MOTY CHOBa OOIIIAThCS C
JIIOABMHU CIIYCTSI CTOJIBKO BpeMeHHU.Th MPOCTO pa3roBapuBaelllb caM ¢ co0oii. He roBopu Tak, Kak



OynTo MbI ¢ TOOOM GecemoBaiy. ..
¢ TPOMTHOPUPOBAT €T0 U MOIBITAJICS BEPHYTHCS B JIEC, HO...9TO O0IHHO!

Mos BEIBUXHYTas JIOAbIXKKA He JaBaja MHe YUTH.OTo 601bHO, 0071bHO, 6071bHO! YEPT... ToueMy co
MHOU CIIy4YUJIOCh HEYTO OoHo0HOe!..

Mup comén c yma!!!

— Ax, Tel panen? Hy Torpma TeM Oosee Tebe HyKHO IIOHO#MTH o0IMKe. f MOTy clienaTh IPOCTOe
BOCCTAHOBJICHUE.

Korpma st MBICTIEHHO TTPOKJIMHAI ce6s 3a TO, Maxe He 3Has, 3a YTO, HeOPTaHUYECKUH MaTepuasl CHOBa
3aroBopuiI.TIK, 3TOT MMapeHb OYEHb IITYMHHBIH. ..

...Ho BeQlb OH MOXKET MeHS BBIIEUYUThH?

— Hy 4To-xk, moxany#, s Tak ¥ CHOeJIa, - CKa3asl g U MO K Meuy.

4 Oyny OmarogapeH eMy, eCjIi OH CMOXKEeT UCIEeNIUTh MeHs. Hy>KHO MOKUHYTh 3TO MECTO, KaK TOJIbKO
BBI3JIOPOBJIEHNE 3aKOHUYHUTCSI. Korma BCé 3aKOHUMTCS, ST CBAII0 OTCIOA OTHBIXATh.

Ecnu 0wl y MeHs ObLT BEIOOD, 51 OBl He TpUOIUIKAICA K HeMy... HO IPSIMO ceidac g 3arHaH B yroil. [o
TaKOM CTENeHY, YTO XOTeJl IOJI0XKUTLCA Ha 9TOT TAUHCTBEHHEIN HEOPraHUYEeCKUI MaTepHuar.

— Boxe moi, IIpOHIJIO Y2K€ TaK MHOI'O BpEMEHH C TeX II0P, KakK 51 BUOEJI KOI'0-TO, KTO MOT' OBl
IIOTOBOPHUTE CO MHOH. CKopee Oaxe, 3TO HepBBIfI Ppa3 1ocjie Toro, Kak s CTall TAaKHUM. 4 Tak cyacTiIuB.

— Ax, BOT Kax.

4 He 3Ham, 0 4eM OH TOBOPHAII. Hy, He TO YTOOLI MHEe HYXKHO OBIJIO 3TO HOHHM&TL.HpOCTO BBIJIEUU
MEHsA 1'[06BICTpee, TBI KYCOK M€eTaJljia.

OH HaBepHsKa ObI PACCTPOUIICS, eCliu OBl S CKa3ajl eMy 3TO0, II03TOMY IIPOCTO He OyIy TOBOPUTE 3TO
BCITyX.

— OWu, 91, a 4YTO 3a MUP cervyac CHapyXKu?...Takou IIyMHbLIN 3TOT... TapEHb.
— Kro ero 3Haert. 4 Bcerna OblT B lepeBHE, TaK YTO TOJIKOM He 3Halo.

4 pe3ko orBetun. Ho g He nran. 4, yequHUBIIMICS B 3aXy[alon JepeByIlIKe, HUKaK He MOT IIOHSTh
HBEIHEITHIOI CHUTYAIIWI0 B MUPE.

Marapu Teneps 3aHMMaJsa BEICOKOE Io0kKeHue CBATON, U 4 AyMaJl, 4YTO U3-3a 3TOT0 el IIPULETCsS
MMETD [EeJI0 C TAKUMHU HETIPUSTHEIMU BeIllaMHU.

...Kxe-kxe-kxe, cmex IIPpUXOOUT C OJHUM TOJIBKO IIPECTaBII€EHNEM eé Orop4yeHus.

MoxeT ObITh, 9TO ¥ XOPOIIlas Uaes - Koraa-HuOyab moexaTh B CTOIUILY U IOCMOTPETh, KaK OHa
CTpafaer.

— Heyxenu 3T0 Tak?.. 3X, TOrga 3a4eM e Thl Clofla IIPUILIETT?



Ilemo He B TOM, YTO SI XOTeJI IPUUTH CIofa. ITO TOTOMY, YTO 3a MHOM IMOCTOSTHHO T'HAIUCh TOOJTUHEL.
— 3a MHOU I'HaJIuCh YyJOBHUIIA.

— 9x?! Tebe moIKHO OLITEH OLLIIO OYEHb TAXKENO!

Ia, 3T0 Tak.MTaK, THl MOXKeIIb OLICTPO BHIIEYUTH MOIO HOT'Y?

4 He YyBCTBYIO, UTO UCLEJISOCH.

— XM... gaBa¥ nmocMoTpuM. JlagHO, MHe IIPHUIIIA B TOJIOBY XOpollas unes!

Te, KTO TOBOPUT TaKue Bely, 0OBIYHO He MIPUAYMBIBAIOT HUUET0 BETUKOTO...

— OW, THI, HOTSIHU MeHs!

— A-a?..4TO rOBOpPHUT 3TOT KyCOK MeTaJsa?

Crnywai croga...

— 4 6naromapeH Tebe 3a MpeqiokXeHne, HO He MOTY 3TOTO CAesaTh. {1 UMelo B BUIY, UTO 5 IIPOCTO
MO0UTEeb, KOTOPHIM TaXKe He 3HAeT, KaK CpaXkaThCs, U AepKaTh Med.

To XKe caMoe U C OPyruMU BUgaMu opyxus. Hy, MoxKeT OBITh, 51 1 CMOTY HEMHOTO COTIPOTHBIISITHCS,
HO NIPOTHUBHUKOB MHOTO. HECKOJIbKO APSAHHBEIX OyKalllek.

¢ merko Mory mpefcTaBuTh cebe, KaK Ha MeHS HaladyT C3afu Ui cOOKY ¥ M300bI0T, ITOKa S Oymy
CpaXkaThbCs C OMHUM ITPOTHBHUKOM.

IpyruMu CI0BaMu, Ty4IIni IJIaH cefdac - 3TO MOTOPOIMUTh 9TOT HEOPraHUYEeCKUIM MaTepuars, YTOOk
BOCCTAHOBHTb MOM HOTU U YUTHU U3 3TOT0 MecTa.[I0TOPOMIUCE, THI, YyOBUIIIE.

— Hy uero xke Th1! { 6yny KOHTPONIUPOBATH TBOE TEJO!
— Xa-a?

— HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO S TaK BBEITJISXKY, 5 y?Ke MHOTO pa3 IPOXOAUII Yepe3 mojie 00s. 1 He 3HAI0, YTO
3TO 3a YYIOBHUIIA, HO €CIIH S 9TO CHEJAl0, TO MBI JIETKO YOBEM HX.

Xa. {I B gyure nocmeusasics Hag HUM.YTO 3a IJIyIIOCTU FOBOPUT 3TOT UAUOT? ECTh U ITapeHs,
KOTOPHIY CKaXKeT:

— [la, moxkany#cra, 103aboThCs 000 MHe.

W npuMeT Takoe npenaoxkeHue?

Meu MaHUNYIUPYET JIIOABMU? ITO IPOKIATHE Med. Takue Belld Helb3s gepXKaTh B pyKax.
— Her, 1 BO31EpPXKYCh.

U Korpa s mOmBITANICSA OTKA3aThCA...

— I'u-ru-ru-ru-ru!



— Ixu-mxu?!
— I'u-tu...
— Yro... 337..

4 ycmpian 3ByKM HEHAaBUCTHBIX 2KaJIKMX HaCeKOMBIX, KOTOpPHIE THaIUCh 3a MHOK.YEPT Bo3pMu! OHU
HalIX 3TO MECTO?!

— Xa-ax? Pa3Be uynosuilla He npubnuxaoTcsa? Y Te6s1 HeT HHOTO BEIOOpa, KpoMe Kak 60poThCH,
BEPHO...

— T-1r1!..

Y Hero He ObIIO JHIlA, TO3TOMY 5T HE MOT ITPOYECTh BRIPaKeHue ero GU3noHOMUY, HO 110 €T0 TOHY
MHeE Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OH HacCJIaXkaaJICsa 3TuM!..

B03MO0KHO. OH 3HaJI, YTO Yy[OBUIlla IPUOIMKAIOTCA. 3HAJ 3TO U COesall TaKoe IIpejIokeHue. ..
— [la pa3Be TH He IPOKJIATHII Mey?..
— Ax, kakas rpy6ocTs! THl 2Ke 3Haelllb, YTO S CBATON Medy.

CasToOit Med4, B poT MHe HOTH. Ho 4To ke MHe fmenaTh? Eciu 51 0CTaBIO BCE KaK €CTh, OHU HAUTYT
MeHS ¥ CHOBa OyIyT IpecienoBaTh..

KaxeTcs, Most HOTa eIl He 3axKuma, 6exaTs OyoeT HeBo3MOxkHO. Ho s He x0oTen OpaTh 3TOT
CBSIILIEHHBIN MeY (JI071) U CpaXkKaThCs.

Bes 6oeBoro ombiTa, 51 0ymy mo0exXknéeH, faxke ecu y MeHs u OymeT opyxue. KpoMe Toro, s He X0Ten
IepKaTh YTO-TO, YTO TOBOPUT TAKKe BEIlM, KaK HAPUMep IPo "MaHUMYIMPOBaHNE MOETro Tema".
OTtBpatuTtensHO.YepT Bo3pMu! UTO Ke MHe fienaTh?..

— Ixxu-gxu!!

— I'm-u-n!

— AX, oM Hamu Tebs.

— Yr0-0-0?!

Korpga st mopHSM r/na3a, ro6IuHbL y2Ke pafoCTHO nogderany Ko MHe. YépT Bo3bMu! OHU HAIIK MeHs!
BpeMenu He ocTasnock. f ObUT BRIHYXKIEH IPUHSATE PeIleHue.

— He Bomnny#ics. { 6yny KOHTponupoBaTh Tebs TOJIBKO TOTMa, KOTAa CpaXkaloch U OesaTh fobpele
nena. Hy, Kkorga THl 3aX04ellb cieaTh YTO-TO "He reporudeckoe"”, s 0TgaM BCe CHUJIbI, YTOOH
COTIPOTHUBIIATECS 3TOMY.ITOT napeHs!.. OH MpoAoKaeT BhIABUTATE yCIoBus!..[lenats qoOprie gena?
4 OBl HU 3@ YTO TaK He IOCTYIuJI!

Korpga st BO3pMy 3Ty HEOPTaHUKY, pa3Be 51 He IIOTEPSI0 KOHTPOJIb, ¥ He IepecTany ObTh co60ii? MHe
KaXXeTcs, s BUAEN 3Ty CTPAIIHYIO KCTOPHUIO B KHUTE, KOTOPYIO yuTana Marapu.U-4To ke menaTs?!

BEITH H06G}KHéHHBIM 3OEITHNMHU robIvMHaMM, NN PUCKHYTE ITIOOABEPTHYTHCA MAaHUIIYJIIAIUAM C MOUM



TEJIOM C TIOMOIIIBIO JIOKHOTO CBAIIEHHOT0 Meda?!Pa3Be 3[ech eCTh IPaBUJILHEINA BEIOOD?!..
Yeprt! I'me xe s ommubes!! A pagoBancs ToMy, 4TO CMOT u3rHaTh Marapu!!

Yépt Bo3bpMu! TyT y2K HUUEro He Iofesiaemb!..

YyTe U He I1a4a, S CXBATUJICH 3a PYKOSATh CAMOIPOBO3IJIAIEHHOTO CBAIIEHHOT0 Meya.

— O, Heyxenu Tebe HaKOHEL] 3aX0TEJI0Ch UCII0Ib30BaTh MeHA? 4 cYacTuB.

— HeoxotHo!

4 cka3as 3TO ¥ IOMBITAJICS BHITAIIUTE MeY, HO ...

...OH maxe He noueBenuIcs!

— 91! Tl oOMaHy1 MeHs?!

— Hert-HerT, geno He B 3TOM. CKOpee, TBOS JIMYHOCTH yKacHa. OTO TBOA UCTUHHASA IIpUpoma?

— He cnpamuBait MeHst 0 TaKuX MycTsIKax!Brina3b ckopee! Pa3Be roONMMHE yKe He OCTATOYHO
6mu3K0?

— YT0-XK, BCE 0YeHb MPOCTO. HaM HyKHO Ha3BaTh APYT APYTry uMeHa. Kak Te0s1 30ByT?
— Anucrap!

MHe He X0TeJI0Ch Ha3kIBaTh CBOE MM 3TOMY HEBEIOMOMY CYIIIECTBY, HO ceidac 3TO OBLIIO
Heo0X0OUMoO...

Korpga s Ha3Bas CBOE UM, MHe II0KA3aJ0Ch, YTO BO MHE IIPOCHYJIOCH TEIJIOE YyBCTBO.YEpT...
OTBPaTUTEIIHHO!

9-3TOT napeHs!.. Heyxkenu oH ONATH COEal CO MHOM YTO-TO CTPAHHOE?..
— Xopormo, Anuctap. OTHBIHE [aBail BMeCTe [ejaTh TO, YTO MIPABUIbHO. M0€ uMmd...

HasBaHue 3TOro HEOPraHWYECKOr0 MaTeprasia BHE3AMMHO IIPUIIIO MHE B T0I0BY.YépT Bo3bMu! Mue
3TO He HPaBUJIOCh! §1 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO OH fieJlaeT C MOUM TEJIOM BCE, UTO eMy 3a0/1aropacCcymuTcs, u
aTo OBUIO HEPUATHO!B M1000M CTydae, MHe IIPOCTO HYKHO HAa3BaTh 9TOT MeY 110 UMEHU?

MoxeT ObITh, TOTOMY, YTO MBI II03HAKOMUIIUCH, M€Y, KOTOPHIH [aXKe He IIEeBENIUIICS, TeIepb MOXKHO
OBLJIO JIETKO BHITAIIIUTE U3 CKaJIBL. TakKoW Med He JoJXKeH OLITh HaCTOJILKO JIETKUM, UTOOH! 4,
3abpocuBmnii paboTy Ha ¢pepMe, MOT iepkKaTh ero, HO 5 JIETKO IIOIHSII ero, CJIOBHO BETKY OT JlepeBa.

A TIOTOM S IOOHSJI MedY Ha T'0JIOBOU U IOIBITAJICA Ha3BaTh €0 UMHI...
— I'sa-a-a-a-a-a-a-a?!

Ho u3-3a KPHKa 3TOr0 Me€Ya A He CMOT' CKa3dTh U CJIOBA.
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