MoXHO CKa3aTh, 4TO Jopora B CTOJIMIY OKa3aJlaChk KOPOYE, 4eM s IIpeaIojaaral.

B TeueHue 3TOT0 BpeMeHH g CCOPUIICS ¢ Marapu, Mbl Opocany APYT Ha Apyra CBUPeIbie B3TISIAB 1
OCKOPOJIAIM APYT OPYra, HO 5 B MOpsAfKe. 1 mMelo B BUAY, BCE XOPOIIO, TaK Kak Marapu Teneps He
Oymet B mopsinke. f1 OB TaK CUACTIIMB.

ITo JOopore Ha MeHs HallagaJIh MOHCTPEBI, YTO, KOHEYHO, HE MOTI'JIO MEHI HE 0eCIIOKOUTD, HO 9TO OBIIIO
TOJIBKO IIaPy Pa3, U PEIIIAaPH JIETKO CIIPABUIJIUChH C HUMH, IIPEXKOE YeM OHHU YCIIeIn MIOJIOUTH KO MHe. B
I000M Cilly4ae, OHM HE€ MOT'JIY IIO3BOJINTE CUJIBHBIM MOHCTPaAM 6pOI[I/ITL B OKPECTHOCTAX CTOJINIIBI.
MHorue noau MOT'YT OKa3aThCA K3-3d 3TOT'0 B OIIACHOCTH.

Xa-xa-xa, MoX0Ke, MOX BOJIHEHUS OBIJIM HAllPACHBEIMU,

Kpowme Toro, mo mopore Marapu oT4assHHO HaIpsiraja CBOIO TOJIOBY, OHA, [OIXKHO OBITh, JyMasa, Kak
OBI B34Th MEH C CO00M, HO... KaKad XaJI0CTh...

ME1 yKe TpuOBLTH.
— OTO ¥ eCTh CTOJINLIA, - TOPMO CKa3as Xepr.
I elicTBUTENBHO, EMY OBIIIO YEM TOPAUTHCS, BU[ OBLT TPOCTO BETUKOJIEIIEH.

BornbInue CTEHH. A TakKe OTPOMHEBIE U BEIMKOJIEIHEIE 3[aHUsI, KOTOPOe MOXKHO YBUIETh Maxke
HaXOMsICh CHapPyXKu. ITO ke KoponeBckuil 3aMOK, BepHO?HTEPECHO, €CTh I TaM BHYTPH JKEHIIHHEI,
KOTOphIe OBl MeHs o0anoBanu?

4 cTosin u cmoTpen Ha KoponeBCKyo CTONUILY, HO......[Tomymati, Marapu! [lonxkeH ke OBITb
elllé KaKOU-TO TIaH!..

C mpyroit cTOpoOHEI, Marapu 3To COBCEM He HpaBuiioch. OHa SIBHO fIyMaJia O TOM, KaK OBl
IPOTAIUTh MEHS, YBUAETh MO€ JIUIIO TI0JTHOE OTYASHUS U IIPU 3TOM He CHUJIbHO BCIOTETh.Xa-Xa-Xa.
910 Gecrione3no, Tebe nydlne MPeKPaTUTh 3TO.

Y MeH$ Be[lb HET HUKAKUX IIPUUYUH OCTaBaThCS B CTOJIUIE, BEPHO?
— Ecnu Mbl mpubBITH, 5 TOUAY.
—..7!

Korpga s ckasan 3T0, Marapu mofHsjIa CBOIO IojioBy. TBOE OTYasBIIIeecs JIUIO TaK IPEeKPacHo,
[IOHUMaelllb?

— XMm? Trl yke yxoguiib? TaM MOXKHO HEMHOT'O IIOOHITE...

— Bor umenno! [laBaii noOygem TaM BMecTe! 4 ToxKe Obisia ObI CUACTIIMBA, €CITU OBl THI
00w psagoM!THx... Xepr, Hy 3aueM. [0BOpUTDH TaKKe BEIIH...

Marapu npuctpounack K Moe#t pyke.Kak ke CHIIBHO THl X0Uelllb, YTOOH! 51 OBII ¢ 060ii!? ITO yKe
XKyTKo!""fl maXke He CYaCTIMB, KOrAa THl MeHsI OOHUMaelb. Y Te0s ke "TaM" HeT HU4ero MsTKoro,
9T0 O0JILHO".

— Hert, MHe elé HyKHO KOe-4TO cieslaTh. KpoMme TOro, g HOoIXkKeH CcHelaTh BCE BO3IMOXKHOE U pafu
Marapm.



— ...IlorsaTHO. TH mENCTBUTENLHO 3a00THUIIILCS O CBOEM APYTe OETCTBA.

Ckasan Xepr, KOTOpPHIM HECKOJIBKO HEIPaBUIbHO IIOHSI MEHS, HO TaK JaXxe jydile. MHe He HyXKHO
pelaTh 3TO Hefopa3yMeHUe.

— MHe GymeT odyeHs oguHOKO! IToxkanylicTa, 0CTaHbCS CO MHOM e1é!

U Bcé ke Marapu He 3HaJja, KOT[a Hy>KHO CHaBaThCs, ¥ OHa IIPOAOJIKanla MeHs yaepxKubaTh.He
TOBOPU TAKHUX Bellled. ITO CO3[acCT HEIIPUSATHOE HeJlopa3yMeHue.

Heyxenu OBITH CBITOM HACTOJIBKO KECTOKO, II09TOMY OHa TaK CHUJIbHO 9TO HEHAaBUIUT?
Korpga s Tak gymai, To YyBCTBOBaJ BO30yXKIeHUE.

Y MeHs He OBIJIO HM MaJleHIero xkejlaHus IoMoraTth ei.f Xxouy, 4ToOb TH XKH1JIa, He BOBJIEKas MEHS B
3TO IeJIO.

¢ crerka MOKJIOHUIICS U MOfOIIeN K Marapu, XUTPO YIIbI0asicCh.

— OtueiHe Tebe OymeT momorath Xepr-cas, a He 5. He OyOob Takoi aTouCTKOM, TamHo?[Ipekpatait
cebst BECTH KaK STOMCTHYHBINA peOeHOoK!)

Ecnu mocMoTpuIis Ha ce6s CO CTOPOHHI, TO ITOMMEITh, KTO TYT BeHET cebs Kak pebEeHOK!
4 macMmexasncs Hag Marapu, KoTopas CMOTpeJia Ha MeHs C XXaXA04 KPOBU.

— Hy 4dr1o0-X%, g ocTaBnsgio Marapu Tebe.

— ...Ila, ocTaBb €€ Ha MeHs.

PBIHapI/I BEITJIAOETN BIIEYATIEHHBIMH, KOrga 4 IOKJIOHHUJICA UM. Hy, €CJIX BEHI IIOCMOTPHTE Ha 3TO CO
CTOPOHEI, TO 4 - HeXHBIM MaJlbYuK, KOTOpBIfI CKJIOHSAETCA Tepen CBOMM OPYIrOM OEeTCTBa.

XOTs OHU He 3HaJ{, YTO JIUI0, KOTOPOe S ONYCTHJI, HCKaXKeHO yKaCHOU ynbI0Kou. Oy-dy... MHe Tak
HPaABUTCS, KOTHa MHOI0 BOCXMILAIOTCS.

C gyBCcTBOM COOCTBEHHOI'O IIPEBOCXOMCTBA 51 HAIlpaBUJI CBOIO YJIBIOKY Ha Marapu, KOTopasi BCE elre
He ClaBajiach, KPSIXTS U AyMasi O pa3HBIX BeIlax.

— [1-O-K-E-[I-A!

— .

CkasaB 3T0, 51 OTBepHYJICS OT Marapu. A 3aTeM MOJHSJ PYKY U FaJlaHTHO YIIEN
Kakoe nuiio cerigac memaeT Marapu... S 3Hal Jaxe He TIA0s, Oa.

Bo BcsikoM cnydae, 51 60JIbIlle HUKOTHA He BCTpeUYych ¢ Marapu.

OTHBIHE OyHmeT MU €€ UCTUHHAS MPUPOJa pa3obiavyeHa, Ka3HST JIM ee, IIOTOMY YTO OHA HE TOJUTCS
IJIsT TOTO, YTOOB! OBITE CBSTOM, UIIK K€ OHA MPOIOIXKUT IIPUTBOPSTHCS HEBUHHOMN U UCIIOTHUT CBOIO
poib CBSTOM... M000# U3 9TUX UCXOMIOB MEHS yCTPauBaeT.

BaXHO TO, UTO HUKTO 0OJIbIlle HE 3HAET MOEN UCTUHHOU IPUPOALL. biarogaps 3ToMy, Temepsh i



cBOOOMIEH OT TOHKM CO BpeMeHeM, Korjia Marapu OTKPOeT MO UCTHHHYIO TPUPO.Y.
— A-a... KaXeTcsl, BeCh MUP CHUSIET... BEII I MUD TaK IIPEeKpaceH?..

Moii Mup 3acusif, KOrfa ucuesa BCET0 OJHA XKeHIUHA...

C aToro MOMeHTa HayHeTCs MOs YyHdecHas IIOBCeOHEeBHAs KU3Hb!

W s BOPUIIPBIKKY TIOIIETT TOMOH.

@AOGCOITIOTHO... T HUKOTIa He IPUMYy 3TOoro!..

¢ BHOBBb 00Opesia pemuMoCTh, TS B CIIUHY ATKCTapy.

Y MeHs HacTynaeT HeJlellas IOBCeIHEBHAS XU3Hb, a Y HETO - CIIOKOKHAas IIpa3fHas I0BCeAHeBHAS
KU3HBL?4 HU 3@ 4TO 3TOr0 He IPOIIY.

Ecnu y MeHsT HACTyIaloT TPYAHbIE BpEMEHa, TO U Y Aytuctapa Toxke. ITO U eCTh 3APABHEIN CMBICT B
HallleM MUDPeE.

Ho... y MeHs He OBIJI0 HUKAKKX MIeH, KaK MepeTaluTh AMcTapa Ha 9Ty CTOPOHY...

X0oTb KaKMM-TO 00pa30M MHE yAaioCh MPUBE3TH €T0 B CTOIMILY, HO AnucTap yxe codupancs
BEPHYTHCS B IepeBHI0.A-a-a, OH TaHIyeT. [IpekpaTu u3meBaThCS Hal0 MHOM, YOITIOMOK!

Bo-miepBrix, ecnu Obl AnucTap He Impefan MeHs Xepry, s Ovl y2Ke cOexkana U IpsTajiack B KaKOM-
HUOYyIb ropome!

Her, aTo XyXKe, 4eM IIpegaTelbCTBO.

4 vMelo B BuAy, AnucTap He IOy4uI HU [leHeT, HU KaKou-mubo Apyroi KoMIeHcaluu, U ©30aBuiICs
OT MPENATCTBUS, BEI3BAHHOTO MHOM.KXY... Hy, 1 OBl TOXKe Tak IIOCTyINIa, eciiy Obl Obljla Ha eTo
MmecTe!..

Ho s He MoOrIa IPOCTUTh, YTO TaK IIOCTYMUII CO MHOM AnucTap. Ecnu Ov 9TO cennan gpyroi 4ejoBexk,
s1 OBI HEe IIPOSIBIISIIa TAKOT'0 CUJIBHOTO YIIOPCTBa. Ho 51, KOHEYHO 3Ke, OTOMIIY eMy.

[TpuunHa, IO KOTOPO# 51 HE MOTY NMPOCTUTh ANTUCTapa... 04YeHb IpocTa. A mpe3uparo momoOHLIX cebe.

M&I oueHb 10X0XKHU. [IpUTBOPSSICH HEBUHHBIMHY, IIPSUeM Hallly UCTUHHYIO IPUPOAY A7g OymyIiero, rae
MBI CMOK€EM KUTh KOMGOPTHO. VI 3TO IPUTBOPCTBO OUYEHBb PA3BUTO.

A TIOKa TOJIBKO 5T 0Ka3ajiaCh B TPYOHOM IIOI0KEHUH, a AJTHCTap, KaK 00BIYHO... HET, yTpo3a TOTO0, YTO
HaCTOSIIAst IPUPOMa CTaHeT U3BECTHA, TO €CTh MOSI, UCYe3JIa, OH Temephb BeleT Oomee CBOOOOHYIO
JKW3Hb, YeM paHbie. Korga s gyMaio 00 3TOM... s HEKOTHA 3TOT0 He mpoury!

4 bomeine He Bumena ¢urypsl Anucrapa. Ho s He cmamcd....
— Xepr-caH.
— Hy, gTo Takoe?

4 3aroBopuna ¢ XepromM, anoctonoMm bora CMepTu, KOTOPHEIY 3arHai MeHs B yroil. Kaxercs, 1 yxe
Onina CBSITOM [IJIST HETO, OH Haxke MCII0IL30Ball MOYETHOE 00palleHNe K MIPOCTOM KPEeCThSHCKOMN



IEeBYILIKE.
Ia, 3To x0po1o. MeHs IepemnoHII0 YyBCTBO COOCTBEHHOTO IOCTOMHCTBA.
— TrI cMOXKelIb MOCIea0BaTh 3a AnucTapoM?

— A? Iloyemy 3To0...

— OH ymén moMoH Of¥H, HO 5T He 3Hal0, HallaAyT JIM Ha Hero MOHCTPHL. [laxke eciii MOHCTPOB MaJlo,
9TO He 3HAYMT, YTO OHHU He MOSBITCS. I He MOTY He BOJTHOBAThLCS 3a HETO...

KoneuHo, 3T0 OBlna JT0XKb. f MPOCTO X0TENa YBUOETh ero GUTypy, yOeraroIyio oT Halagaiouux
MOHCTPOB. Kak Ovl TO HU OBITIO, HE BCE, UTO S TOBOPUIIA, - JIOXKb.

Y Anucrtapa He OBIJIO HA MajeHInero 60eBoro omketa. [Jaxe MOHCTPH], C KOTOPLIMH PHIIIAPH JIETKO
CpaxKkaloTCs, SBISIOTCS [ Hero nmpobeMor Ha YPOBHE XXKU3HU U CMepPTU. [I0TOMYy YTO YesIoBeK,
KOTOPHIM Opocan gaxe cBoio paboTy Ha ¢pepMe, HUKaK He MOT TOOeOUTh MOHCTPa.

— ...f moruMato. Torza s MOIITI0 HECKOJIBKO PHIIIape...
— Her, s x04y, 4TOOBI THI B35JT U MEHS TOXKE.

— 9x?! 3-370... HO...

EMy, KaxkeTcs, TPYOHO OTBETUTH Ha MOIO IIPOCHOY.

Hy, KoHeYHO Xe. Peusb HOET 0 BO3BPAIIEHHNH BaXXHOI'0 YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPOr0 OHM B3s/IM Ha Ce0s TPV
compoBoxkaaTth. Eciu Ol 51 Obl7Ia Ha MecTe Xepra, To gaja 0wl cebe MOIIEYNHY.

OpHaxko 5 He X04y ITO3BONIUTH AnucTapy cOexaTsh. f X094y B34Th €r0 C COOO.
— ...IToxamyiicra.
— Vx...

¢ mpekpacHO 0CO3HAI0 CBOIO KPACUBYIO BHEIITHOCTh. BOT moueMy s IPUTBOPSIach HEBUHHOM, Kak
CBsTasd... HO S He QyMaJa, YTO MeHS NelCTBUTEIbHO BEIOEpyT CBITOM.

4 He 3HAI0, KTO BEIOMpaeT CBATOTO... HHTEPECHO, CJIETION JIX 3TOT YEJIOBEK?

4, Oymyuu CBSITOM, YMOJISIIA, Te4YanbHO XKeCTUKynupys. M motoMm, Xepr Toxke He 3amMeyal UCTUHHOM
IpUpoALl ATMCTapa U AyMasl 0 HEM KakK O XOpOIlIeM MOJIOIOM YeJIOBEKe.

Pagu mero...

— ...Huuero He nmopenaenis. 4 noHuMaro.

— Cmacub6o...

B3aprixast, Xepr B KOHIIE KOHIIOB IIPUHSIT MOIO ITPOCHOY.

Mos oueHKa, BO3MOXKHO, CTajla HEMHOTO Xy2Ke, HO 51 MOTy BEDHYTh e€ Imo3xke. [laxe eciu
BIIeYaT/ieHre 000 MHE YXYAUIUTCS, S X094y B34Th C co60# Anmucrtapa.Thl TONMBKO MOmoXKAu! ..

IToka MEI HE JIOGGpéMCH OO HEero, IMOKa He OTIIPaBHUM €ro 06paTHO B IEPEBHIO, 1 OO2KHA IIPUAYMATh,



KaK B34Tb ero C CO00H.

...boxe. TToxanyiicTa, IpuHECH HecuacThe AnucTapy. EC/IM Tak, TO g BHIIIOJIHIO CBOK POJib CBATOH,
[laxke eciii MHe 3Toro He xo4eTcd.[lycTe HecuacThe IOCTUTHET AnucTapa!

B To BpeMs 4 ellé He 3Haja YTO Ha HETO JeNUCTBUTEIHHO 0OPYIIUIOCH HECUACThE.
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