— OM-M... ¥ KOT7Ia MHI TI0€[eM B CTOJIHITY?..

— Ecnu B03MOKHO, 5T OBI X0TeJI, YTOOBI BH HA4ajId COOMPaThCs MPSIMO ceryac. Bot 6w moOsICTpEe
IPUILIENT TOT OeHb, Korga CBaTas-caMa HaYHET OKa3biBaTh HAM IIOAEPXKY, HO BCe Ke, CHayajla BaM
HYKHO IIOAY4YUTHCS OBITH CBATOM. ..

— Ox!..

Ecnu oTpe3q 3allJIaHUPOBAH Ha 3dBTPA, YBEDPEH, MarapI/I IomnbITaeTcs cbexkarth B MojiHoYb. Ho ecnu
TakK, IIPDUOETCA €€ IIOUCKATh. A He gaMm Tebe YfITPI

OTO0 BCE THI BUHOBAT! HAJIMTHIMU KPOBLIO TIa3aMy Marapu yCTaBUIach IPSIMO Ha MEHS, a s JIUIIb
yNbIOaics B OTBET.

Xe-xe-xe.

ITogoxHu!

Kak xectoko. Hy, ecnu Tak mogymaTh, BCE XKe €€ 3aXkKaJii B yroJl, Ha €€ MecTe s BEN Okl ce0s1 Tak XKe.
YT0 XK, TEepb caMoe BpPeMSs IIPOIIETh PEKBUEM I10 3TOU [EBYIIKE.

4 menmenHOo mpuOMU3UICST K Marapu, n3o6paxasi Ha JIUIE JIeTKYIO TPYCTh.

— MHe TakK I'PyCTHO paccTaBaThCs ¢ TOOOM. Y 3amyMaBIIHCh, CKOJIBKO BCETO XOPOIIIET0 ThI
cobupaelIbcs chaeaTh A1 3TOM CcTpaHhl, obelnalo, 5 M103abo4ych 0 Halllel IepeBHe BMeCTO Tebs.
[ToaToMy, OTIIPaBIsHCS B CTONHUITY C IETKUM cepaieM. [loxkanyiicTa, He yOerau, Befb TOINbKO Tebe
IOl CUJTY BBITIOJTHUTH 9TY 3aayy.

— Anucrap... «4 He X041y CHIHIIATh TaKKWe ClIoBa OT Tebs!..»

OHa cnerka OBUHYJIACh BIIepe[, HO CKPBITEIA CMEICT 9TOTO JIBUKEHMUS S IOHSII crioiHa. Ee HaMmepeHue
yOuiicTBa mopaxano. ¥ XOTs MBI O4eHb YaCTO BRICTYIIAJIM OPYT IIPOTHUB APYyTa, HO TOIBKO B 3TOT pa3
IEeNCTBUTEILHO MOT TI0OYYBCTBOBATh, UTO €€ 3arHalid B yrojl. M 3T0 4yBCTBO OBbIIO TAKUM IIPUSTHBIM. ..

— Y CBsaTOli-CcaMa TakKOX 3aMeydaTesIbHBIU APYT...

O, Xepr-KyH, Tak THl BCE MOHAN? Moog4yuHa.

Bot II03TOMY, Marapn, HO}KaHYﬁCTa, XBAaTHUT BEPTETH TOJIOBOM, MHAYe BCS IIPUTBOPHAA HEBUHHOCTH
HCYEe3HeT.



—A Teleps, CasTasi-caMa, I[aBafITe CJIOZKHM BEIlH, KOTOPBIE BEI 3aXOTUTE IIPHUXBATUTH C coboii B
CTOJIMLY.

— Vx...

Xepr roToB BEIIBUTATHCS. MeHs e IepernoHsia PagocTh, 1 ObII TaK B3BOJIHOBAH, YTO BOT-BOT
HAYHy IpHraTh. AX, Marapu, Ta eqMHCTBeHHAs, KOMy U3BECTHA MOSI CJ1ab0CTh, ye3kKaelllb B CTOJIb
yhoanieHHOe MeCTO IIOfl Ha3BaHUeM CTOuIa... Y 60JIbille HUYTO He B CHJIaX yrpozKaTh MHe.

qa MOTYy OanbIle IIPUTBOPATHECA HEBUHHBIM. [Topmemnmio 6oraTon, MUJIYIO OEBYIIKY U 3aXKHBY JIETKOH
KN 3HBIO.

Ia, y Marapu ToXxe ecTh 10of00HOE yMeHWe IIPUTBOPSITHCSI HEBUHHOM OBEYKOM, laKe B CTOJIUIIE OHO
He nogBeneT. C Hel OymeT Bce B mopsifke. HaBepHOe, CIIPaBIsTHCS C OOMIKHOCTHIO CBSTOM HE TakK YK
¥ IIPOCTO, HO ¢ Marapu Bce OyHeT XOPOIIIo.

— V-y-yX... - IpocTOHAaJIa MOATOHsIeMasl XeproM [ieByIlIKa ¥ HEOXOTHO HallpaBuiachk K cebe moMOii.

Xu-xu-xu-xu! IlepBriil pa3 BUXKY e€ Takou! Kak ke IpusaTHO...

OHa MOXKEeT MOMBITAaThCS BEIUTPATh BpeMs, coOupasi CBOM IIOXKUTKH, HO g el He TI03BOJIIO!

— Marapwu, pa3pelny MHe TOMOYb COOMPATh Bely. Bo3M0XKHO, 1 BUXKY TeOs B IOCIIeTHUN Pa3...
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Marapu cMOTpesia Ha MeHs C OIIeJIOMJIEHHKIM BEIpaXKE€HUEM Ha JInlle, 5 Ke, BUOS, YTO HUKTO OOJIbIIe
He CMOTPHUT, HATSHYN YILIOKY [I0 YIIEH.

— TBos 3a60Ta fmenaeT MeHs CYaCTIMBOM, HO BCE XKe s feByIIKa. CyIIeCTBYIOT BELTH, KOTOPHIE S OB
XOTeJla CIPSATATh OT MYKYMH... - CKa3aja Marapu, CUJIbHO TIOTesl.

XM-M... TaK ¥ 3HaJI, YTO THI 9TO CKaXKelllb!

— [ymaelb, OOUH TOJIBKO s X094y TOMOo4b Te6e? BepHo roBopio, Hapox?! - 3aaB BOIPOC, 5
o0epnyncs. [To3apu MeHsT cOOpanuCh KUTEU IePeBHU C JOOPHIMU yIRIOKaMU Ha JTUIax.

— BepHo! BepHo! MuI TOXKe MOXKEM ITOMOYb!

— Ecnu He xouenrs, YTOORI MYZKYHMHEI YTO-TO YBUEIIHN, IIPEJO0CTaBb 3TO HaM!



—4d nepen TOOOM B TAKOM OOJTy, U ceryac camoe BpeMs IIOMOYb Tebe B OTBET.

— B Hamel mepeBHe IMOSBUIICS YeI0BEK, TOTOBBIM IOUTH Ha BCE, pafyu POOUHBEL. MBI HaBlIe4YeM Ha
cebst OecuecThe, eCiu He CMOXKeM ITOMOYb Jaxke B TaKOM IIPOCTOM fenie!

Kakas 3aMeuaTebHast JEPEBHS.... A Beflb y HUX celidyac Tak MHOTO paboTHl, ¥ BOT OHU OpOCAIoT BCE,
yT0OH TOMOYb Marapu. CylieCcTByeT /1 Te-TO ellle Takas JKe JepeBHs, Kak 9Ta? [leso roBopio,
Marapwu?

—m

Y-youButenbHo. E€ rina3a HaCTOMHKO HAJTUIIMCh KPOBBIO, UTO 3a KPAaCHHIM flaxke 6eJIKOB HE BUHO...
Ho MHue He cTpamHo. Celiyac 0OHa HU4Yero MHe He CIOefaer.

— JlapgHo, Hapon! [JaBaliTe Bce BMecTe moMoxkeM Marapu OBICTPEHBKO COOPaTh CBOM BEIH, UTOOH
OHa MOTJIa TIOKUHYTh HaIly fepeBHI0 0e3 3a60T Ha AyIIe.

— JTa-a-a-a-a-a! - B OTBET Ha MO0 IPOCLOY 3a0pai OHY, BEICOKO ITOTHSB KyJIaKH, ¥ CPa3y Xke
Opocunuce K fomy Marapmu.

YBupes ato, Marapu 3amnakasna. Kakas TporatesibHas cieHa... Hy, KoHe4HO Xe 1 IOHUMaAJI, 4TO
IJIla4eT OHa COBCEM He 110 JPyTrOMY IIOBOAY.

— JlefiCTBUTENIBHO, XOpoIre y Te0sl Apy3bs, - MATKO CKa3an Xepr.

— Jla, BHI IIPaBHL...

MeHs Xe 9Ta CUTyallid TOJIbBKO CMENInJia.

4 yoni0 Tebs!..

OpHaKO HalleJIeHHBIM Ha MeHs B3TrJIsaa Marapu ObII HACTOJIBKO CTPAIIleH, YTOo s mobexkain 3a
OCTAJIbHEIMH.

)%k

COBMECTHRIMH YCUIUSIMU BCEX MEPEBEHCKUX MEHbIIIE YeM Yyepe3 Yyac paboTH Bce Belyu Marapu Gbiiu
coOpaHHI Iepef ee TOMOM.

YOuBUTENBHO... T HEOCO3HAHHO YIBIOHYICS uX OBICTPON paboTe.



Oymato, Marapu o6pamyeTcs.

— Yoauu Te0e.

— BoT THI ¥ ye3Xkaelllb B CTOJIHIY, HO €C/Td TaM Oy[eT CITUIIKOM CII0XKHO, BO3Bpallaics 06paTHO K
HaM.

— OX... THI TaM He XBopai, Marapu-daH!

— Cnacubo BaMm, criacu6o...

Marapu OKpyKUIM MHOXKECTBO XKUTeJIel lepeBHU U OCHIIIaIu clioBaMu o0ogpeHus. [la, OHa,
6e3yCI0BHO, MOMYIsIPHA, XOTS X HOCUT MacKy. B oTBeT oHa mo6iarogapuia uX, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT
r71a3a Ka3aJuCh MEPTBBIMH.

O#, TH momXKHa ObITH 60JIee cUacTIUBOM. XOTS, 0 ee CEKpPeTe CPefy BCEX MPUCYTCTBYIOMIUX 3HAT
OIUH TOJIBKO fI.

— He xouems ToXe cKa3aTh e# YTO-TO Ha MpoIlaHue? - 00paTUiIcs Ko MHe Xepr.

— BHl... - a, 910 THI, Xex. Ceryac y MeHsI OTINYHOE HaCTPOeHUe, He OCTaBau.

— IToxoxke, TEI 0COOEHHO ApyxKeH co CBsaToM-cama. Ho Tenepsb oHa OyHeT 3aHsTa, BB TakK MPOCTO HE
yBUOUTECh. MOXKET, CKaxelllb el YTO-TO Ha IIpollaHue?

Ipyxen? OH cnenoi, coBceM co 3peHueM 0x0? Ho... Bcé Xe oH npas. Kak s u gymaln, ¢ 3T0ro
MOMeHTa X13Hb Marapu OyneT He caMoii JIETKOH.

Xe-xe... He Mory coepzaTh yXMBIIKH. JIaIHO, TOOKOPPEKTUPYIO €€ B 3a[yMYUBOE BhIpakKeHUeE.

— Her. To, 4T0 51 XOTeJ e cKa3aThb, YTO HYKHO OBIJIO CKa3aTh, BCE 9TO S YKe NOHecC [0 Hee. Marapu
- KpOTKuUit pebeHOK, OHa CTAHET HUCIONHATEL poib CBAToM. Ho, MOCKONIBKY OHA TaKXkKe U 04eHb Jobpas,
BpeMs OT BpeMeHU Marapu 6yneT BUHUTDH cebsi, monmpoOyeT YUTH OT IpefHa3HaYeHus. Xepr-caH,
10Kasy#cTa, M03ab0ThTeCh 0 Hel, yOeouTech, UTO OHa He COeXKUT B TaKhe MOMEHTHEL. BaM HyKHO
"Bcerga" mpucMaTpuBaTh 3a HEW, - S IOAYEPKHYII CI0BO "Bcerga”. Xe-xe... He fad el yopaTh, Xepr.
He xouy Gosblle €€ BUOETS.

— [a, 51 Te6s1 mMOoHsI. BOUCTUHY... TH TOXKe OTINYHBIN MTapeHb, - Xepr paccMesiycs.

OTnuyHbIM DapeHb. Hemnoxas oLeHKa.



B03Bpa]lIaHCb K MarapI/I, KOTOpasdA O0TBE€Yalla JEPEBEHCKNM C MEPTBBEIM BhRIPDAXKEHUEM I'JIa3.... Xe-xe,
KaK XKe IIPUATHO.

Ia, BCE Ke MPUOETCS CKa3aTh eil apy CJIOB Ha IIpOoIIaHHue.

4 mennerHo moOpén K Marapu, 4yBCTBYSI, KaK Xepr CMOTPUT MHE B CIIMHY C HEKHOCTBIO BO B3TJIS[E.
Kak-To 3T0 Mep3Ko.

Korpga s mopoiien OnuxKe, KUTeNIU HEIPUHYKAEHHO PAaCCTYIIUINCE IIepefio MHOM. MOuoTH,
OpocaBiuecs TaKUMU CTPAaHHBIMU (Ppa3aMu, KakK “THl TaM IIOCTapaucs” unu “He cmaBaics”... YTo Bh
BOOOI1Ie HeceTe?

— AX... - BEIpBasiock y Marapu, Korfa g IofoIllell K Hell, 1 mogHsIa B3rnsag. Co CTOPOHBI, MOTJIO
[I0Ka3aThCH, YTO OHA OXKUOAET OT MEHS KaKUX-TO CJIOB.

9TO0 BCE TBOS BUHA... THl BUHOBAT!!!

Ho na camom piene ee HaMepeHbe OBLIIO COBCEM OPYTuM. HpOCTO YOUBUTEJIIEHOE 2KeJIaHne y6HfICTBa.

— Marapu... MHe 6osbie Hedero Tebe cka3ath. [109TOMy, IPUME 3TH CJIOBA...~-IPOMOJIBHUII 5 C
ynbIOKoit. — ThI yK mocTapatics [J!

4 momapun eyt noOPyI0 yIBIOKY, HO N0 Marapu He ITOKPacHeso, fla ¥ CUHUM He CTaJo.

OM, 4To He Tak? YNbIOHKUCH MHE XOTh B IIOCTIeIHUIM pa3. Bce BepHO, BeIOb 3TO HAII MOCTIeIHUM pa3.

— Caaras-cama. Koneuno, TMMapeHeK Oa U XKUTEeJIM JePEBHU HEIJIOX0 BaM IIOMOTJIK, HO Y2K€ BpeMs
BBRIIBUTATHCS. He CKa3aTh, YTO CTONHUIA TaK YXK OaJIeKO, HO BCE€ XK€ U He 0113KoO.

[Togrousiemast Xeprom Marapu KcIycKaja oT4asiHue. AX... KaKUM Ke CJIagKUM CEeTrofmHs OymeT
yKUH...

4 Maxas UM pyKOi#i ¢ yIbIOKO¥ Ha JIUIe, KOTAA...

— C-ckaxu! - mogHsIa romoc Marapu.

U, 91, He BaXKHO, YTO Ceildac CKaXelllb, THl y2Ke He CMOXKeIlIb OTBEPTEThCS OT IT0E€3OKU B CTONIHILY,
oHMMaelb? Bojee TOro, manblile MPUTBOPSITHCS HEBUHHOW OBEUKOM OyIeT HAMHOT'O CJIOXKHee,
noumu. Hy, Bce, Yoauu!



W TONbKO 5 TakK mopyMari, Marapu 6pocuiach KO MHeE.

A? Yero, kyna”?

IToka s He MOT HUYEro IOHATh, OEBYIIIKa CIIPOCHIIA:

— Anucrap, TH OTIIPABUIILCS B IIyTh CO MHOU?

— OTKa3bIBAIOCH.

O 4eM THI TOBOPHUIIIL, INTyTOBKA? He cTaB 3amyMbIBaThCS HaJl BOIIPOCOM, 51 CpPa3y Ke OTKa3all ei.

Oymaenrs, g moeny ¢ To6o¥ B cTonuiy? IToemenrs caMa U CKaTepThio Tebe JOPOKKa, HO eC/U g Ioeny
3a KOMIIAHUIO, THl B JTIF0OOM CJTy4yae IOMBbITAellbCcs MeHs Ky/la-TO 3aTalliuTh. A MHE TaKOe ¥ 1apoM He
HYXKHO.

— TToxanyicTa, He TOBOPH TaK... s ClIeTKa 6ECIIOKOI0CH, BCE e IMOoTafy B HOBYI 00cTaHOBKY. Ho
€CJI¥ ThI, MO¥ GTU3KuUH APyT, Oyaelb pSaoM, s CMOTY Iepe6opoTh TPEeBory.

3acyHb CBOE “Onu3kuii ipyr” cebe B omHO MecTo. Tebe IPOCTO 3aX0TENIOCH B3ATH MEHS € 060, A
HUKOTZa He T0efly BMeCTe C... aii-siii-s1it 6071bHO. BorHana MHe B pyKy cBou KorTu! Illa KpoBb BHIZET!

— Her, uTo THI, 51 mub 6yny 06y30i. 3aueM 51 Tebe B myTellecTBUe HyxKeH? THl CUIbHASA XKEHIINUHA,
CIIPaBUIILCS U B OOMHOYKY, - CKa3aB Tak, s IONBITAJICS BEIPBATLCA U3 XBaTKU Marapi... 60JIbHO!
YT06 Tebs, OmsATh CBOM HOTOTKH II0J] KOXKY 3aIycTuia!

— Het-HerT-HeT.

— HeT-HeT-HeT-HeT.

[ToBTOPSISI OOHY U Te JKe CJI0Ba, MBI Ha4yasy 00, CTOUJIO TOIBKO YOEOUTHCS, YTO HUKTO HUYETO He
3aMeTHua. A#... Kak Xe 3ardajna cBox Horots! bonbHO!

OTa [eBYOHKA, OHA TaK CHJILHO He X0UeT exaTh B cTonuiy?! CKopee He Tak, TH CHILHO XOYelllb B3STh
MeHS$ ¢ co60#?!

BuTBa 1 He IyMala CTUXaTh, KOTfa...

— He HyXHO ciepXKUBaThLCS, Mbl U Te0SI MOXKEM B3STh C COO0M B CTOIHILY.



— Yero-0-0?! - YCJIBIIIaB TaKue I'JIYIIBIE CIIOBaA Xepra, s HEOCO3HAHHO ITOBBICHII T'OJIOC.

O ueM 9TO OH?

— H-ne ctourt... 4 maxe ocHOB 605 He 3HAMW... a U MOHCTPEI TaKH€ CTPAIlIHEIE...

— He cTout Hac HegooIeHUBaTh. MEI PHITAPCKUI OPEH, YTO-TO Ha 000U MOHCTPOB PSIIOM C HAMM
maxke 0JIU3KO HE CTOIIO.

Tr!.. Yero sTo THl BEIIEHAPUBATHCS B3gyMan?!

Moe mnutio nobienHeno, a BOT y Marapu, Hao00poT, paciiBeina yiaeiOka. Yept! Kak ke oHa
pasgpaxaert!!!

— Iaxe Xepr-caH coriacuicd... [Toxanyucra.

U sT0 “moxamyicTta” 3aCyHb Tyaa XKe.

Marapu yMoJisijia MEHsI, CKJIOHUB I'OJIOBY ¥ IPUTBOPSASCh HEBUHHOU [€BOYKOU. M mepeBeHCKue, 1
pHIIIapH, - BCE CMOTPeNnyu Ha Marapu BOCTOP:KEHHBIM B3TJISIOM.

U He CMOTPH Ha ME€HA 3TUMHU IMEHAYBUMU I''Ia3KdMHU, ThI TOJIBKO 0oJIbIlle MEHS Pa3opPaKOHUIIb.

C Tako¥ BHEITHOCTBIO ¥ MTONOOHKIM ITOBEIEHNEM OHA JTF000T0 MyKUKa 00MaHyTh CMOXKET... HO MO€e
CEepHeyYKo faxe He eKHYII0, Be[b 3HAIO 5 0 ee UCTHHOM HaType. [Toe3xkal B CBOIO CTOJHUITY B
OIHMHOYKY, TAM U ITOHNOXHH.

— Tak, gaWTe mogymarlo, - ckasai 5, 00qyMbIBas cutyanuio. Y 4To Temeps? 3apsiouTh eil MOIMEYUHY U
cbexaTn?

Her, cumrkoM HepeanbHO. Hemb3st BEITYCKaTh YYBCTBA Ha CBOOOMY.

Cnoco0oB y6exkaTh y MeHS... HI OTHOTO.

Bokpyr Maparu cobpanuch Bce Te, KTO XOTST TOMOYL €. CTOUT TOJIbKO OTKa3aTh, OHA TYT XKe
paskbIrpaet CUeHKy C (hanblIIMBLEIMU CI€3aMH, a Te YCTaBsATCSI Ha MEHS My4YUTEeJIbHBIMY B3TTISIHAMU.

T...

— Ecnu TH TakK HacTauBaelllb, [yMalo, BCE Ke CTOUT OTIIPABUTLCA BMecTe. M Bmpasmy, Marapu,



Kakas Xke Tl Oe3HagéxHas. Ho Temeps, BHIMONHAS 00513aHHOCTH CBATOM, Tebe MPUOETCS
XOPOIIEHbKO ITOCTapaThCs, O0JIbIIe 5T He cMOTy TeOe ITOMOraTh, JOTOBOPUIIUCH? - CKa3all s C
capKa3MOM, HalloMUHas Marapu, KeM e¥ IPefCcTOUT CTaTh B CTOJIUIIE.

Marapu Toxe ynbIOHyIach, HO IIOTYyYUIIOCh KaK-TO KPHUBO...

— Xoporo, crracu6o Tebe.

M= YJ'IBIGaJ'II/ICB AOpyT OpyTy. W3nuiiiHe HallOMUHATD, YTO B HAIIKUX cepAlaXx pa3BOpavdrBaliaChb BOMHA.
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