- Y. - 1 3acToHAJ, KOTfla TOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MOE ABIXaHKE CTal0 HEMHOT'O IIPEPHIBUCTHIM U3-3a
MSITKOT'O OINyIIeHus. S1 MeIJIEHHO OTKPHBIJ I'/1a3a, YTOOH ITOCMOTPETh, YTO MOTJIO BRI3BATH 9TO. 4
yBumen 6enblit cunyaT ®eHpHu, CBepKaloIuii B TIyHHOM cBeTe. OH CMOTpPEN Ha MeHs, HO S He MOT
BUIETH ero ula; OblIa erfé Houb. "ITomoxkau, 3To 3HAUUT."

- YTO-TO CITy4YUIIOCH? - CIIPOCHUIT S IIETIOTOM, MHEITAsICh COOpaThCS ¢ MBICTIIMU. PeHPU He U3hall HU
3ByKa, BMECTO 3TOT'0 OH CJIeTKa IIPUIIOAHSI TOJIOBY U TKHYJICSI HOCOM B KYCTHL. 1 YCHBIIIAN JIETKUM
III0POX, NOHOCSAIIMUCS U3 TPaBHl IEPE0 MHOU.

Bre3zamnno g IMOYYBCTBOBAJI BOJIHY 2KaXKIIbI KPOBHU II€epen co0oii. 4 He MOT onucaTh TO YyBCTBO,
KOTOpPO€ 3TO BHI3EIBAJIO. Bce mou YYBCTBa IIpeAayIIpexgajin MeHd, 4TO CO MHOH BOT-BOT CIIYUUTCHA 4YTO-
TO IIJIOXO€E.

C 9TMMU MBICIISIMU 5 B CIIEIIKE OTKATUIICS OT Ofesiiia, Ha KOTOPOM cCIiajl. BHe3amHo 51 yBUen, KakK U3
BBICOKOM TPABHI MOSIBUJICST METAJITMYECKHUE 0TOIECK U OMucaj Ayry. Bcé mpou30Iio MeHbIle 4YeM 3a
cekyHny. f Bupen, Kak B 3eMJie OblJT BEIpE3aH MOPe3, a TKaHb pa3pe3aHa momonaM. Kpome Toro, s
TIOYTH He BUJEJI CPe3aHHBIX KYCOUKOB TPABHl B BO3YyXeE.

- Briun. [Toxoxe, 3T0 OymeT He Tak IIPOCTO. - 5 CIIbIIIAN, KaK OJUH YeJI0BEeK Pa3apaxkEHHO
IPUIIEIKHY S3EIKOM U [T02KAJIOBAJICS Ha 3T0. ['0/I0C MOKA3asicsi MHEe CTPAHHO 3HAKOMBIM, s He
OTPHIBAJI I'JIa3 OT BEICOKOM TPaBHI, OTKYHA OH MOHOCHJICS. {1 YCIIBIIIAN eIlé KaKOR-TO II0POX, ¥ OTTyOa
BBIIIIETT CHJTY9T B YEPHOM KaK CMOJIb OpoHe. {1 He MOT BUIIETh UX JIMIla, OMHAKO 3aMeTun 6opony,
TOPYAIIYIO U3-TIO[ MOBSI3KH, KOTOPYI0 OHM HOCUIH. YeJl0oBEeK HEC TOMOP. ITO OBLI OH...

4 mpuIypucs, Tasas Ha Hero.

- KakoBbI TBOM HamMepeHUsI?”

- Tet MOKellb 0OMaHBIBATh APYTHUX, HO MEeHS Tl He 0OMaHelIb, CKOTHHA IpoksaTas! UTo TH coeana
C 3TUM OpakoHoM?! { moceTusn ropy, u TaM Hu4dero He 6b11o! 91 3acTaBiio Te0S 3amIaTUTh 3@ TO, YTO
CIIYYMJIOCH B THJIBMHY; 3@ JIOXKb O APAKOHe; 3a YHUKeHHNe MeHs. 1 yxke 1103a00THIICS O HEl, Terepb
TBOS O4epenb! - BOCKJIMKHYJ OH, CHAUMas MOBS3KY C JIMIa U Kpermdye CXKuMasl TOIOop.

OTOT IapeHsb - TUIIO BOMH? Pa3Be OH He UyTh He yOuI MeHs? Halliu pa3auyusi B CTATUCTHKE JOJIKHEI
OBITH OYEHB OOJIBIIIHUMH, HO... 9TO He UMeeT CMEICIIA. JJOJIKHO XKe ObITh YTO-TO... YTO-TO...

Knacc [Accacun]. Ecnu 11enib He ©3MeHeHa, 9T0 aeT HEKOTOPhIe cyMaculeiie O0HYCH K
cTaTUCTHUKe. 71 He 3Ha MOgPOOHOCTEN, HO 3TO HOJIXKHO OBITH TaK.

- 3HauuT, T [Accacuu]?”

- O, s yIuBIIEH, YTO TaKOM MYINHCTHIA KOMOYEK, KaK THI, 3aMEeTHUJI 9TO Tak ObICTpo. OMHAKO, TH He
OymeIb XKUTh, YTOOB! YBUIETH BOCXOI COJIHIIA. - CKA3aJsl OH, 00/I13kIBaAs I'yOHI.



- KT0o Xe He OXHUBET [0 paccBeTa?

4 ycnelan X0JI0OHBIM M XKYTKUY T'OJIOC, JOHOCSILIUANCS U3 IIeJIeCTSLIer TPaBel 103a4y MEHS.

- K-xak? Pa3Be s TOIBKO UTO He yOun tebs?

Jlecopy0 Hayasn 3auKaThCs, TSI MHE 3a CIIUHY IITMPOKO OTKPHITHIMY T1a3aMu. 1 06epHyIICs, YTOOR
IIOCMOTPEeTh Ha3afl, 3To Oblyia Ali3eH. {1 maxke He y3Hal €€ royoca. S 3aMeTus, 4To e€ Ii1a3a OblIu
OYeHb Y3KUMHU, GOKYCHUPYSICh TOJIBKO Ha YeJI0OBeKe Iepen Hell. S 4yBCTBOBal, KakK e€ yOuiCTBEHHOE
HaMepeHHe COUMTCS HapyXKy. Bosblle s He CIbIan HUKAKUX 3BYKOB, HCXOOSIIUX OT Jiecopyoda.

- 4 ¢ HuM pa3bepycs. [IpocTo ybemauch, 4To Apu HUYETo He BUAUT. - HeOPeKHO CKa3aia AN3eH, fernas
Ype3BEIYAWHO HATSHYTYIO YIBIOKY, TJISOS Ha MeHs. §1 TakxKe YCIIBIIIal, KaK OHA C COXKaJIeHUEeM
mpo0opMOTasia YTO-TO, 5 3HAJI, YTO YTO-TO JOJIXKHO ITPOU30UTH. f HOJKeH ObLT VUTH.

- ...HH. - 51 kuBHYN 1 Gpocusicst K Apu, He obpalasi BHUMaHUS Ha TO, ToueMy Aii3eH TakK pa303/Iuiach.

X X x

C yxomoMm Kypo s Gosblile He MOTJIa COXPaHsATh caMoo0iiaianue. Bcé MO€ Teso gpoxkaro, s XoTesa
YHUYTOXKUTE TO, UTO OBLIO IIPSMO ITePeno MHOM.

- THI... KaK THI CMeeIb?.. - 1 60JIbIe He MOTJIa COEePXKHUBATH CBOMU THEB.

4 Mora 6bI TPOCMOTPETDH €T0 HECKOIBKO pa3. OgHaKo... mbiTaembes youts Kypo?! S TouHo 3Haro,
4yT0 Kypo MOXKeT yMepeTs... 3TO TO, C YeM S He X04y MUPUTLCA. Ho g BCcé paBHO X04y, UTOOHI 3TO
IIPOJOJIKAJIOCh KaK MOXKHO HOJIbIIE. f He X04y CHOBa OCTaBaThCS OfHA. 7 00oJblle He X04y HUYETO
nomo6Horo. 4 yXKe MpuHsia perieHue. S He MO3BOJIIO JIIOASM BMEIIHNBATHCS.

¢ Hayarna cMOTpeTh Ha Hero. To, YTO ApOKaso Imepeno MHOM. f MoTy yOUThH ero MHOTMMH CIIOCOGaMH.
Ho 51 xouy BUfeTs 0OT4YasiHUE HA €ro Julle.

4 cHsma Koblo, KoTopoe fan MHe Kypo. BHemHoCTh?! B maHHBIM MOMEHT 3TO He UMeeT 3Ha4YeHu .
Bcé, o0 uéM s 3a6049yCh, 3TO ITOCTABUThL 3TO HACEKOMOE Ha MECTO.

- K-kT0 THI? - OH Havan HEeYyOepXKUMO TPACTUCH, POHAA TOIIOP Ha 3€EMIJII0, KOIr'ma €TI0 HOT'M ITOOOTHYJIUCh
o ero BeCoM.

¢ HU4Yero He cKa3ajia U TOJILKO TKHYJIa B HETO IManbiieM. Mclionb30BaHue MO Maruu CAesasno ero
HETIOIBUKHBIM, 3aCTHIBIIMM. C €T0 JIUIIOM, CMOTPSIIIIAM B MO0 CTOPOHY, S MeJIEHHO IIOIOIIIa K
HeMy. f BUesna, KakK ero ApoxKallue 3payku OpoKaau BCE CUIIbHee U CUJIbHee, 4eM Ouxke s
nmogxomuia. A IMogHsIa ero TOmop. Temeps HacTala MO 04epepb.



"$1 Mor OBl U3MEHUTHCS UJIM XOTS OBI IIOMBITaThCSA. Ho... ST He MOTY IIOJTHOCTHIO H3MEHUTHCS. Hamecs,
BBl 00€ MMPOCTUTE MEHS XOTs OB Ha 3TOT pa3.." - C coxKajeHueM MpodopMoTaa 5, CTUCHYB 3yOHI U
HayaB JIeJIaTh TO, YTO Y MEHS I0JIy4asoch JIy4Ille BCETO.

X X X

4 mocnemntHo nobexkan HampaBleHnu ApH, He 6ECIIOKOSICh O TOM, YTO IPOU30UAET. PeHpHu OBICTPO
1ociefioBast 3a Hamu. [loOpaBUIUCh 10 AP, OHa IPOCHYIAch CUAS-IIPSMO, IIpKXKaB 006e PYKH K TPyau
1 Opoxa. f Opocuics K Hel ¥ Havasl OOHMMaTh. £ 3HaJ, YTO celyac MPOU30UAET YTO-TO IIJIOXO0E.

- §1... 9YeJI0BEK C TOTOPOM YIIEN? - TUXO CIPOCHIIA OHA, 3aUKasICh.

[Tpexk[e 4eM s yCIiel OTBETUTh, OHa Haydajla APoXKaTh, IMISAOS MHE 3a CIUHY. {1 OpoCcu OLICTPHIM
B3TJISIM Ha TPaBy 103aau ce0si, MbITasiCh MOHSATh, YTO MOTJIO BBI3BATh TaKOM CTpax. f yBUme YEPHEIH
TyMaH, CJIeTKa COYalIUNCs U3 Hero. 3aTeM s HadaJl CHBIIIATh IPUTIYIIIEHHBIE BEICOKHE 3BYKH.
CHauasa s He COBCEM IIOHSJI, YTO 3TO ObLJIO. YCIIBIIIAB 3BYKH, S MIOHSJI, YTO 9TO OBIIM 3@ 3BYKH... 3TO
OBLIM IPUTTTYIIEHHBIE KPUKH. ..

K cuactrio, Apu ero He paccnbliuana. g Kpende o0HSI €€, JyMas 0 TOM, YTO IIPOUCXOTUT. YKaCHEIE
3BYKH IIPOMOJIKAJIUCH, Ka3asoCh, LIeIyI0 BEYHOCTD.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OHYM OCTaHOBUJIMCH. ApY HEMHOTO IlepecTasia TPSICTUCH U IIPEPEIBUCTO ABIIIANIA.
Bpocaro OBICTPHIN B3I/ Ha3af. YEPHEIM TyMaH paccerBacs. f oTIycTuI ApH, BCE ellle He
OT[BIIIABUIYIOCS.

- Y-4T0... 9T0 OBIJIO? - 3aMKAaSICh, CIIPOCHUIA OHA, BCE EIIE MBITAsCh OTABIIIATHC.

- 9TO... - KaK 5 e’ 3T0 00BICHIO?

4 ycnpiman mopox mo3anu cebs. S ycTaBuiaach Ha BEICOKYIO TPaBy I03aiu MeHs BMecTe ¢ Apu. 4
yBU[LeJl, KaK Al3eH Me[JIeHHO BBIIIIA U3 TPaBHL.

OHa mepxKasa TOIop 3TOro yemoBeka. OmHaKo OHa Oblna BCS B KpoBu. OHA BHITIISIAENIA TOYTH
COBEPIIEHHO YKWCTOH, eC/IM He CUMTATh IIeJI0N PYKH ¥ HECKOJIbKUX KalleIb KPOBY Ha nuile. Y Heé OO0
HeWTpaIbHOEe HeM3MEeHHOe BHIPaXKeHUe JIUIA, a IJIeYd ObUIH HallpPSKeHE.

Aii3eH Opocuiia Ha Hac OBICTPHIM B3rIsA. OHa B3OOXHYJIa C 06JIeTYeHreM W YPOHHIIA TOIOp Ha
3eMJTI0, U3aB TJIyX0# 3BYK, KOT{Ia OH YIapHIICS 0 3eMiTi0. Yepe3 CeKyHAy OHa TUXO Cejla Ha 3eMIIIO,
rnsanst BHU3. OHa 3aroBOpHMIA MPOXKAIIUM TOJIOCOM, ST 3aMETHJI, YTO OHA TOXKE TPOKUT.

- K-Kypo, 5 3Ha10, TH TOBOPHII, YTO ST U3MEHUJIACK, HO... ... S HE MOTJIA... IPOCTH....”



YcmpiaB 3T0, MOE cepaine OCTaHOBHUIIOCHK....

- TBl JEUCTBUTEJIBHO U3MEHUIIACE. - IMOJIYa MBITAJICSA YCIOKOUTh AlizeH. OnHAKO OHA TOJIBKO
II0Kay4aJjia TOJI0BOH.

- Hert... 1 aTOrO He Hmenarna...

-V 1e6s Benpb Oblnia MpUYKMHA, BEPHO? - 5 YCIIBIIIAJ TUXUM TOJI0C PAIOM € 060, 3TO OB ApH.

AN3eH MeOjIeHHO IOOHIIa T'OJIOBY, IIOCMOTPEJIAa Ha ApI/I 1 KHWBHYIJIA. Ee nuiio Kka3zamoch IIyCTHIM, a
T'Jla3a BJIIaKHBIMH. ApI/I Ha4alla JyMaTh 1 60pMOTaTb YTO-TO; B KOHII€ KOHIIOB KMBHYJIA.

- Ali3eH... 1 3Hal0, YTO THI COefiasa... s IOHMMalo, YTO CAeJIall 3TOT YeJIOBEK... XOTS g AyMalo, YTO 3TO
OBLIIO CITUIIKOM ... S JyMalo... YTO, eC/iu y TeOst Oblia HacTosIas IPUYKUHA, TOTla 9TO HE UMeeT
3Ha4YEeHU. - CKa3ajla OHa AW3eHy TBEPHLIM I'0JIOCOM, ep3as Ha cTyne. OmHako s BUOEN, Kak Al3eH
CTHCHYJa 3yOHl U CXKaJjla KyJlaK.

- T-Tol He moHUMaens! Y MeHs Obllla TPUYMHA, HO... I TOPAUIIACh TEM, YTO U3MeHUIach! Emie...

OHa 3amoyarna, Korfia eé rojioc yTpaTui CUiy.

-4d... g HE OPAKOH 1 HE YeJIOBEK... TOrga KTO XKe s1? - €€ TOH OBII HEeBEPOATHO CIIOKOMHEIM....

- Tel HU TO, HU ApYyTOE. - ApY TBEPHO OTBeTUA Ali3eHy. { Bufesn, Kak Ali3eH pacciabuia 3aTEKIINe
IJIeYd U KOJIeHH, II0TepJia JIUI0, IOTOM CHOBa IIOJHSIa I'0JIOBY ¥ ITIOCMOTPeJia Ha Heé C
MIPUOTKPBLITHIM PTOM.

Apwu BcTana u nogoua K Aii3eHy, KOTopasi BCE ellle CUpena, TNsaasd Ha He€ BJIaXKHBIMU I'Jla3aMU 1
clerKa IMIPHUOTKPHIB POT OT €€ CTPAHHOTO OTBeTa. HakoHell Apu MofoIIa K Hel U ONyCTHJIach Ha
KosieHu. OHa HEMPOU3BOJILHO Havyasla KPemKo 0OHMMATh €.

- Bo3aM0KHO, TH He IpaKkoH U He 4YejioBeK. Ho s Mory cKa3aTh HaBepHsKa. THl MOSI CTapIlast cecTpa. -
¢ mo00BBIO CKa3asa e Apu. A3eH 3aCThlIa, OOHAKO €€ 03a004eHHOe BhIPaXKeHne OBICTPO
M3MEHMIOoCh. Y Heé Obiia cnabas yneiOKa, Korfa oHa 00Hs/Ia ApY C 3aKPHITBIMU BIIaXKHBIMU T1a3aMH.

- Hy u mypa Xe 5, ga? - THXO CKa3aja OHa, 0CO3HaB 3T0. OgHAKO ApH ML Kpemye o0HsIa eé.
BHfIeJIa, YTO Ali3eH 0oJibllle He JPOKUT U He KojnebeTcs.

[Tocne HECKONMBPKUX MUHYT MOJTYaHUSA ApU, HaKOHeI, OTIyCcTUlIa A3eH, KOTopas Telepb IoKpacHena
1 OBICTPO BHITEPIIA JTUII0. AP )KECTOM MIPUTIaCuia MEeHS IONOUTH. f cen psmoM ¢ ApH, U OHa
3aroBOpHUjia TUXUM, HO TBEPHLIM I'OJIOCOM.



- 4 3Hal0, YTO HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO BB 00€ CITACId MEHSI... BHI 00€ MajeKo OT XOPOIIKX JTI0IeH, s
IIOYeMY-TO YyBCTBYIO 3T0. Ho... s BCé elé xouy OHIThH ¢ BaMu 060uMHU. MHe He HPaBUTCS, KOTa JTIOOU
ymupaioT. CKopee... s 9T0 IPOCTO HeHaBUXKY. Ho... 3T0 HUYTO 110 CPAaBHEHUIO C TEM, YTO S HEe MOTY
OBITH C BaMU 000MMHU... - OHA CHeflaia nayay. - dmu, Aii3eH ... 1 Xxouy OBITH Balllel Mafiiei cecTpon.”

Ycnrimas 3To, 5 pocTo 06HsMa Apu. Kak ke g He Mory? X0T4... eCJIi MeHSI Ha30BYT CTapllen
cecTpoil. {1 Mory 4yBCcTBOBaTh ce0s1 CTPAHHO... HO 5 TOfyMaio 00 9TOM II03XKe... BIpoueM, Al3eH...

- KoneuHo, 51 Oyny TBoew cTapiiell cecTpoli! - pafoCTHO BOCKIMKHYIa Ali3eH, 00HMMas Hac 060uX.

Yepes HECKONIBKO MUHYT S IepecTal €€ 06HUMAaTh.

"B nocnengHee BpeMsi MHOT'0 YeT0 IPOUCXOOUT, fa?"- mpoOopMOTarl s, paccaabiisis BePXHIOW YacCTh
Tesa. [103BONIMB €My yIacTh Ha 3eMJII0, 1 TOCMOTpeJT Ha He0o U Hayasl JyMaThk O TOM, 4To OyZeT B
3TOM NIPUKITIOYEHUH... Apu U Ali3eH TOXKe IMOCIeloBaIy 3a MHOM U CTajJld CMOTPETh OPYT Ha Opyra.
A¥i3eH 3aroBOpuia, HO TOJIOC €€ 3ByJall COBCEM He Tak, KaK 00BIYHO. B e€ royoce 3By4asna 3aboTa u
HEKOTOPOE COXKaJleHHe.

- Apu, KaK BUIUIIb, S TaKas Xke. [I09TOMy 5T HafieloCh, YTO Tl IPUMEIIh MeHs. Hafgecs, TH MprMellsb
3Ty CBOIO TJIYIYIO CECTPY.

- 41 TaK ¥ cHuenaro. - OTBeTHUIIa APU MSITKHUM, HO 3a00TIMBEIM TOJIOCOM.

Temneps, KOra afpeHannH HavyaJsl ClafaTh, S IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK MOU BEKU OTSIXKEJIeNId, U B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB 3€BHYJI, HE B CHJIaX OCTaHOBUTHCS. DeHpU yKe CBEPHYJICS KalauyMKoM U 0€33By4HO crai. f
00Hs11 ApH U3-3a CTPAHHOM IPUBEIYKY, KOTOPYIO BeipaboTan caM. OHa CIIOKOMHO MPHUHSTIA 3TO.
OmHako s TOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK KTO-TO CXKaJl MOU PYKU U YTO-TO TEIJI0E KOCHYIOCh MOel Tanuu. ITo
Oblta Afi3eH. MBI 3aKOHYWIIA TEM, YTO Cllaju 0OHUMas OPyT Apyra. 9To ObIJI0 HEMHOT'O HEJTOBKO, U
MOUY PYKHU OHEMEJIH, HO 51 BCE paBHO 3aCHYIL.
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