Korpma s BomiEn B meliepy, TaM OBIJIO COBCEM TEMHO, BEPHEE... 5T BOOOIe HUYEro He BUmen. A3eH,
II0X0Ke, TOXKe HUYero He BUMesa, YUUTHIBAS, UTO 5 TOJBKO YTO YCIIBIIIAT PSIOM C COO0M TITyX0H 3BYK
u Munoe "Kba". d mpepnmonaralo, YTO OHa HaTKHY/IaCh Ha KaMeHb UM YTO-TO €I€, KOTAa MBI BOIILJIH.
Y MeHs HET HM HOYHOTO BUEHUS, HU IIpeIMeTa, KOTOPBIM IIPOU3BOAUT CBET. I UMeEI0 B BUOY, 4YTO B
Urpe Bce MePCOHaXK UMM 3TOT TAaMHCTBEHHBIN MepK. Korma Thl BXOAUI B TEMHOE MECTO, ThI

MOT XOTh HEMHOTO BUIEeTh. Y He OBIJI0 HUKAKUX ITPEIMETOB, KOTOPEIe UMeIu OBl BPOXKIEHHOE
CBeuyeHUe, Y MeHs He ObIJI0O UCTOYHUKA CBeTa. {1 B paCTEPSIHHOCTH.

MBI Me[7IeHHO IIPOJBUTAIUCE BIITyOb Iellephl. ITO 3aHSAI0 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, HO S Hayasl CJIBIIIATh
KaKoe-TO QripKaHbe. Kak TONBKO MBI IPUOTU3UIUCE K 3TOMY 3BYKY.

— KTO ITOCMEJI BOUTU HA MOIO TEPPUTOPHUIO?!

4 ycrmeiian rpoOMOBOM CKPUITYYHUH TOOC, KOTOPHIU ObIT HOCTATOYHO CUIEH, YTOOH 3aCTABUTh KAMHU
3arpoxoTaTh. BHE3amHO BCS KOMHATA HAMOTHUIACH TEIHIM OPAHKEBEIM CBETOM. JTO OBIIO MIaMst
Aiizena. [To Kakoi-TO IPUYKMHE OHO BHIXOAWIIO U3 €€ PYKHU... MOJOXKAUTE... OHa BCETla MOTIJia
MCII0JIb30BaTh IJIaMsi, HO OHa OyYKBaJIbHO CTOJIKHYJIach C YeM-TO YyTh PaHblle? 9 UMel0 B BULY, YTO A
IIOYTH yYBEepPeH, YTO OHa [axke u3[ajia MUJIbIHA 3BYK, KOT[la yIapuiach.

OrNsTHyBIIKCH Ha KPACHOT'O MPAKOHA, S 3aMETHJI, UYTO OH ChEKUJIICS OT BHE3AMHOTO CBETa, OMHAKO
OBICTPO IIEPEBENT BTSN Ha Aii3eH.

— [IBe MasieHbKME NEeBOYKM OCMEJIMINCH BTOPTHYTHCS Ha TEPPUTOPHIO BEJIMUECTBEHHOTO JpakoHa?! -
BOCKJTMKHYJI TPAKOH.

— BenuuectBeHHBINU? THI?! TONMBKO HE CMEIIN MEHS. - XOJIOOHO CKa3all Au3eH, CKPECTUB PYKU Ha
rpynu. [To Kako#-To npuunHe [[pakoH CHOBA ChEXKHUJIICS, IIOBEPHYJI I'OJIOBY K CTEHE M Haydas YTO-TO
O0pMOTaTE.

BHe3amHO OH CHOBa TIOBEPHYIICA K HaM C IIPOH3UTENTbEHEIM B3TJIAIO0M.

— 41 He 3HA0, KTO TH Takas, YTOOLI TOBOPUTH Ha SI3LIKE MPAKOHOB... HO... YEJIOBEK - 9TO BCETO JIUIIIh
yeJioBeK! - IpaKOH Ka3aJiCcsi Pa3bIpPEHHBIM. f OyMalo, UTO OH YyBCTBOBAJ Ce0s 3alyraHHBEIM
AvizeHoM? XOTs SI3HIK IPaKOHOB? OH KaXKeTCsI MHE BIIOJIHE HOPMAJIbHBIM, €CJIU He CUUTATh BCETO
3TOro0. YesoBex - IPOCTO 4YesioBeK. MHe KaxkKeTCs, S yKe CHbIIIal 3TO PaHbIle, XM...

— A THI BCETO JUIIb XKaJKUU APaKOH HU3KOTO YPOBHSA. Y TeOs [aXKe HET KPHIILEB, pa3Be Thl ceryac
He SIepuIia 1o CBOeu CyTH? - OHa MOJIHOCTBI0 YHUUTOXKUIIA SAIIePULy.

4 vMelo B BUAY, I'MIsiAd CHOBa Ha JpakoHa, Y KOTOPOTO HET KPBIILEB, KaK S MOT MPONYCTUTH YTO-TO
HACTOJIbKO 04eBUAHOE? XOTA 5 BUXKY [IBa TOPYAIIMX YEPHHEIX pora Ha ero yiby.

HpaKOH HHYero 3Toro He 4yBCTBOBAJI U CMOTPEI Ha Heé HaJIUTHIMU KPOBEIO I'lIa3aMHU. Korga OPaKOH



OTKMHYJICSI Ha3afl, YTOOH MPHITHYTh HA HAC, AW3€eH, KaK BCerja, IMOgHsIJIa aJiel] ¥ HalpaBuia ero Ha
Hero. OOHAKO OHA He IPOU3HECsIa HY CJI0OBA 3aK/IMHAHUS. I CHOBA B3TJISIHYJI Ha IPAKOHA, 0KUIAs eTo
HalafieHus, OMHAKO OH HEYOepzKUMO OpoKaJjl U OBUTaJl CBOe HEYKIII0XKee TeJlo Ha3al, IoKa He
yIapuics o CTeHy mo3aau ceosl.

— K-KTO0 THI Takas? - OPOKAIIUI IPAaKOH TOBOPHJI JOBOJIIBHO IIOKOPHEIM U MSITKHM TOJIOCOM. Ai3eH
HUYEeTro He OTBETHUJIA U IPOCTO MPOIO0JIKaa I0KAa3kiBaTh Ha HETO MasbieM. [IpakoH Hadal TPSICTUCH
BCE Oosbie 1 O0JIbIIe, Yepe3 HeCKOIBKO CEKYHI OHA 3ar0BOPHIa BECENIHIM T'OJI0COM.

— O, moxoxe, TH BCe-TaKu He AgIepuila, IIOTOMY 9YTO ThI ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO MOXK€IIIb BUOETH, 4TO
npon3015111eT, €CJIX ThI PEINIIb HAIlaCTh HA HaAC. - IOJOXKOUTE, 1 COBCEM HHUYETrO He IMOHUMaIo!

— 9-3Ta TBOS MaHa... K-KaxK... - [poXkKaliiM rojioCcoOM OTBETHUJ Ha €€ BOIIPOC MOCIYIIHHN IPaKOH.

— 3HAYMUT, YTO-TO BpOae BOCIIPDUATHUA MaHHI? - HpO60pMOTaJ'I s1, IBITAsICh HAUTH OTBET.

— Hy, smepuiia, Mbl IPUIIIHN CIOfa, YTOOR yOUTH Teb4... - OHa 3aMordasa. ['71a3a ApakoHa
TIOTEMHEJIH, KOTHa OH YCITBIIIa e€ XOJIOAHbIM roftoc. — Ho... y MeHs eCTh IpeioKeHue. - I MOT OBl
TIOKJISICTBCSI, YTO OPAKOH B3[OXHYJI C 00/IeryeHrueM, HO IPAKOHHI HEe MOTYT 3TOT0 cuenaTh. HaBepHoe?

— Y-yT0 THI IIpemJIaraeisb? - pOOKO CIPOCHUI APAKOH.

— CTaHb €€ 3BepeM.

— A? - 9 ¥3pan rIyneii 3ByK. Ali3eH yKa3aja Ha MeHS IajbleM.

YTO THI UMEEIIb B BUAy 10O MOUM 3BepeM? A umeto B BHUOY 4YTO 4 KOHEYHO HE BO3PaAXKall OBl CHOBa
IIOJIYYUTHh OPAKOHA4, HO...

— 9T0 4TO, Kakas-to myTKa?! A 6yay cinykuth Tebe, HO..... - ei?! YTo menaeT e€ Takoi 0co6eHHOH?! -
CEPIUTO BO3pa3ul OPaKoH.

— Hy, cnymaii cioma, simepuiia. A cienyio 3a Hel, s ObIIN e€ CIYyrod B KaKOW-TO MOMEHT, TaK YTO
Tellepb TBOSI OUepe[b. - OHa CKa3asla 3TO TBEPABIM T'OJIOCOM, HO eCTh KOe-4T0, YTO OECIIOKOUT MEeHS.
Cnyra? Pa3Be MbI He ObUIH APy3bsIMU? MHe HYKHO Oy[IeT II0OTOM CIIPOCUTEL AM3eH.

[IpakoH, cibllliaBLIMKi AW3€H, HAKJIOHUI FOJI0OBY U ITIOCMOTPEN Ha MeHsd. [IpakoH B3goxHyn? U
3aroBOPHUJI TBEPILIM TOHOM:

— 4 Oyny cmyxuth Tebe. [[eByIIKa CoO CTPaHHEIMU IIBETaMU I'71a3. TeM He MeHee, y Te0s eCTh Kj1acc
IIPU3LIBATENIS, BEPHO?



4 Monya KUBHYII.

— Hy 410 X, HaYHEM C KOHTPaKTa. - BMelllajach AM3eH U IIPOTSIHYJIa MHE JIUCTOK OyMaru. 3To OBl
CTAHOAPTHHIN NUChMEHHBIY KOHTPAKT. OOBIYHO KOHTPAKTHl 3aKJII0YAI0TCS YCTHO, HO THI BCeraa
MOXKEIITb BOCTIOIb30BaThCS MUCTOM Oymaru. OmHaKO TYT OBIJIO HEYTO COBEPIIEHHO KOHKPETHOE.
OOBIYHO, KOTTIa BEI30B OTKJIOHSIETCS, OHU UAYT TyAQ, I'ie Obiix paHbiie. OGHAKO y 3TOTO OBIJIO
OIIpefiefIeHHOe MeCTOIOo0XeH e. d pemus cripocuTs 06 3ToM Ali3eHa.

— A KyZia BEJIET 3TO MECTO?

— Most cTapas melepa. - ckasasna A3eH, BHIISTHB IPY/ib, @ 3aTEM IIOBEPHYIACh K JPAKOHY.

— Temneps THI, Alepuiia, Oymelb XKUTh B 3TOH Telepe. YOuUBaTh JI0fiel, KOTOPHIE BXOOST,
MOCTATOYHO IIPOCTO, He Tak u? ECu Thl KOTga-HUOYIb OKAXKeIIbCs B OITACHOCTH, S [aXKe BKITIOYMIIA
B HETO TO, YTO THI MOXKEIIIb CHJION MPU3BaTh MeHs OfouH pPa3. byns 61aromapHoii. OmHAKO, MOCTYIIAs
TakKuM 00pa3oM, MbI OyIeM JefCTBOBATh COOTBETCTBEHHO, II03TOMY He BBI3BIBAMCS IO IIPUXOTH,
MHaye Thl MOXKEIlb yMePeTh. - Ali3eH co001IHIIa JPaKoHY, YTO 3aKOHYMIIA CBOIO pedb XOJIOIHBIM
rosiocoM. [IpakoH 3aMeTHO CTJIOTHYI.

— Trl npuHUMaeIb 3TU ycnoBug? Ecnu 3T0 Tak, [0XKalylcTa, IPUKOCHUCH K MOEH pPyKe. -
MOHOTOHHO ITPOU3HEC $1, MPOTATHUBAs PYKy. "TaK BOT KaK 3aK/II04aliCh KOHTPAKThI, BEPHO?" - KOTrAa g
MBICJIEHHO 3aiaBajl cebe 3TOT BOIIPOC, TO ITOYYBCTBOBAJI B PYKe XPUIIJIOE U CyX0e oIylneHue. 7
OOTPOHYJICA [0 TOJIOBH APaKOHa.

— ¢ mpUHMMAIO TBOM YCJIOBUS. - 51 YCIIBIIIAT TUXUHM I'0JIOC APaKOHA. 3aTeM s IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI TEIJIO Ha
CBOEM pyKe, MOBOJILHO CKOPO CJIOM SIPKOT0 6ejIoro cBeTa HaKpPHUI IpaKoOHA U 3aTEM paccesiyics B
Bo3xyxe. TeM He MeHee KOHTPAKT ObLI 3aBEPIIEH, U MHE HYKHO OBIZIO UM, YTOOHI BRI3BATh €TI0 Ha
BBEI30B, ITPEXK/IE YeM S YBOJIIO €T0, OTIIPABUB Ha ropy Afi3eHa U YTO-TO eIIlE.

— Tebs 6ynyT 3BaTh ®udwu. - 1 gan gpakoHy CJIaBHOE UMSs, KOTOPHIM OH [OXKEH FOPAUTHCS.

— Y-

— Temneps T cBOOOMEH. - S ITPePBaJl pakoHa, KOT[a OH y2Ke co0upascs BO3pa3uTh. Marudeckui
KpyT 06pa30BaJICs MO APAaKOHOM U HayaJsl MOTJIOMIATh er0. TO COBCEM HE BBHITJISIEIIO MPUSTHEIM, 110
KaKOW-TO MIPHUYKMHE OH He TOBOPMII. Ho s BUeN, KakK OH TIIETHO 00POJICS, CTapasich He OHITh
TIOTJIOIIEHHEIM KPYTOM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH HEM30€KHO UCYE3 BMECTE C MaTrM4eCKUM KPYTOM.

— Hy, s oymato, 4T0 3TO BCE. - HeOpeKHO cKa3an 5. Ho g Koe-4To BCIIOMHUII.

— Kcratu. Aii3eH 4TO THI UMeJia B BUAY 10T CJIIOBOM Cliyra?

q penini CiipoCUuThb AMi3eH 0 TOM, 4TO OBITTO PaHbBIIE, HO OHa OTCTYIINJIa Ha IIar ¥ CMYTHJIaCh, CJIOBHO



roBopsi: "Pa3Be 9T0 He 0UEBMOHO?" - OMHAKO ST HUYETO He MOHSIT U IIPOIO0JIKall CMOTPeTh Ha Heé.

— Kypo, g umeto B Buny Amu. KOHTpakKT - 3TO geji0 TOCIOAUHA U CIIYTHU. - CKa3ajla OHa HECKOJIBKO
XOJIOOHBIM TOHOM.

— Hy ma, Ho s HMKOr[Ia I0-HACTOsIIeMy He cuuTas Tebs ciayroi. 9 Bcerga Bumesn B Tebe KOMIAHbOHA.
A vHOrfa maXke gpyra. - 1 OTBETUJI Ha OYEBUAHBIM BOIIPOC. f 3aMeTus1, 4To Ali3eH 3acCThljla, YCIIbIaB
3TO.

— WiHoTa THI IeHCTBUTEIHHO OBIBAEIID TITYIIEIM. .. - €€ TOH OB MSATKUM, U S 3aMeTHJI, YTO OHa
BBITUPAET I'Jla3a PYKaBOM. YBH[IEB €€ pPeakIIuio, s KOe-uTo IMOHS. 4 MOJI0XKWI PYKH el Ha IJIeYH,
CTapasich He 00:KeYbCs OT OTHS Ha €€ PYKe.

— Aii3eH, s HUKOT'O He CUMTAaI0 CBOMM ciyroi. [laxke ®eHpH, IPOCTO UMeH 3TO B BUAY.

— HH. - Ali3eH KHBHYJIa C TEIUIHIMU I'Ta3aMu. BHe3amHo CBeT paccesiyics, u g 60sblie He
YyBCTBOBAJ 2Kapa B CBOEM 0OKY. f1 TOYyBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO eIll€. Bhiyio Temnmo, oHa... o6HUMasa MeHs.
HEXKHO IIPOIIeNTal el Ha yXO:

— I'myneiii fpakoH.

OpHako BMeCTO TOTO, YTOOBI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, OHa OOHSIa MeHs ellle Kpende. {1 Hayas 4YyBCTBOBATH,
KaK OHa cjerka mpoxuT. "OHa cKa3asa, 4To OblJla TPOCTO [EeBYIIKOM, a HE OPAKOHOM... XOTS 5 He
MOTY OTPHIIATh WJIK MIOOTBEPOUTD 3TO... ST He 3HAI0, XOPOIIIo U Te0e celyac Uil THl XO4elllb
BEPHYTHCS, HO... ..5I IOCTApalCh IOMOYb. £ He 3Hal0, YTO IPOU3OIIIIO 3a MOC/IeqHNe TPUALATH JIET,
HO TeTepb g 3[0eCh."- C STUMHU MBICIISIMHU 5T Hadas TIagUTh €€ M0 CIIHHEe. ITO MMPOI0IKalIoCh
HEKOTOPOe BpeMs, II0Ka OHa He IepecTalia APoxKaTh ¥ He OTHeNINIach OT MEHs, TP 9TOM HalllK JIUIa
COTIPUKOCHYJIUCH, U S TIOYYBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO MOKPOE Ha cBoell meke. OgHAKO OHa HUYETro He CKa3asa.
4 ycmpiiian, KakK TPETCSA KaKasi-TO TPSIKA, a IIOTOM CHOBA 3aXKETCs TEIJIBIM OPaHKEBLIM CBET.

— A Temeph MH yX0quM? - CKa3ajla OHa, CTapasiCh Ka3aThCs XOJIOMHOM, HO r1a3a e€ ObLIM TEITBIMH, a
Ha JIMIle 3aCThlJIa JIETKas yIbI0Ka, a IMIEKH CerKa TOPO30BEJIH.

— HH. - 4 KUBHYJ U IOWEN PANOM C HEU.

‘Iepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT 1 KO€-4TO BCIIOMHHII.

— A KaKoii 9KCIIEPUMEHT THI XOTeJIa IPOBECTH? - S CIIPOCHUII ee U3 JTI00O0MBITCTBA.

— Xopot1i1o, TOMHHUIIL Ty giepuily? OHU Ha caMOM feJie He CIIOCOOHEI K YeJI0BEYECKOMY SI3HIKY,
OJIHAKO 1 XOTeJa Monpo0oBaTh MMPOBEPUTh, paboTaeT M1 HaBHIK [[IlepeBomal ¢ pa3yMHBEIMU
cymecTtBaMu. KpoMe TOro, s XoTena mOCMOTPETh, Y3HAET JIU OH MeHS. JTO He TakK, [I03TOMY 5 AyMalo,
YTO 3TO OB IIPOBAJI B 9TOM acCIeKTe? - CKa3ajla OHa HeOpexkHO. DTO JeHCTBUTEIIBHO UMEJIO CMEICT,



XO0T4 51 HUKOI'Ia 0c000 He OEeCIIOKOMJICS O TaKUX Bemiax. Porateie AOPAaKOHEBI OBITIM B uUrpe, Ho OHH
TOJIBKO PEBEJIN... Oa...

Ati3eH noracusa CBo€ IjaMs. Tenephb MBI MOTJIM BUZIETh BHIXON U3 IEIEePH], S MOT BULETh 3BE3NHOE
HO4YHOe He0o. U npexye 4yeM 5 ycIies OLleHUTh 3Ty IPEKPacHY0 CBEPKAIOIIYI0 HOUb, 1 Hadal
CJIBIIIIATE KaKKe-TO T'0JI0Ca, XOTSA U He COBCEM IIOHUMAJI, 0 YeM OHU IOBOPAT. Korga MBI ITOOIITH
OmuKe, s yCIBIIIa, Kak [[9H U Apu CIIOPST.

— Onu emi€ BepHYTCS!

— Iocnymai, Apu. MHe HYKHO COOOIINTH, YTO OHU YMEPJIH.

— Hert! OHu 00513aTeNbHO BEpHYTCS!

Apu nipoponxkana yoeXnaTh KOro-TO C HETIOKOIeOuMOM BOJIEH.

Temeps MBI MOTTIM UX BUOETh. []9H, Ka3aoCh, ObII TOTOB UATH CO CBOMM PIOK3aKOM, HO ApHu
TalluIa ero 3a coboi. ®eHpu 6€33BYYHO CIIal PSIOM C HUMH.

— Vry. Mel yXxe 37€ecCh. - poO6KO cKa3zal 5, mogHuMas pyKy. OHU IlepecTaid CIIOPUTD U MTOCIEIIHO
II0OBEPHYJIX T'OJIOBH B HAIlly CTOPOHY. [Ipexkne 4eM g yCIell oTpearupoBaTh, Apu yXKe TEpiach
TOJIOBOX O MO0 I'PYIb.

— fImu, 19 Takas 37as! OHa CKa3ala, YTO THl HE BEPHEIULCS. - €€ TOJI0C 3By4all MO-IEeTCKH.

—4d My}K‘-II/IHa! - BOPYT BOCKIIUKHYIT J:[SH, MEJIEHHO HaIIPaBJIASCh K HaM.

Ati3eH CKJIOHUIIa TOJI0BY HabOK, YCIIBIIIaB BOCK/INLaHue [[9Ha. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH MOJOLIET K HaM.

— CHauarna g X04y U3BUHUTHCS 3a TO, UTO YTBEPKAaJs, YTO BEl MEPTBHL. BTOpoe. A 4TO CIy4Yuiocs C
OpPakKoHOM?

o1 roBOpUIl 6ECCTPACTHLIM TOHOM, 110 KAKOH-TO MPUYMUHE g [IyMalo, YTO 3TO ero mpodecCcroHaIbHbIH
T'0JIOC MM YTO-TO B 3TOM POJE.

— A, HacuéT mpakoHa. BrpoueM, ero 3mech yxke HEeT, OH elllé He COBCeM yMep. - CKa3all 51, I0YeCkiBast
3aTHUIOK. $1 BPO/e KaK yJILIOHY IACk, TSI Ha HEro.

— Hy, ecnu oH BC€ elré XuB, TO BH B IIPUHITUIIE He BBHIITOIHUIM ITPOCHOY. - XOIIOGHO MPOu3HEC [3H.

— JIpakoH IpeBPaTHIICS B IPU3BAHHOTO 3BEPS. - CKa3asna AN3eH, CTOS PAOOM CO MHOM.



— TBoero? - [Iau cpocun Ai3eH, HO OHa TOJIbKO ITOKayasia TOJI0BOM U yKa3alia Ha MeHs. [I9H To u
Iesio TepeBOAUII B3TJIsAH ¢ MeHs Ha ®eHpu. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH KMBHYII.

— 41 BooO11Ie HUYEro He MOHUMA. - HeOpexXHOo 3asBua [I9H.

— Hy, HaBepHOe, 3T0 nerde 06bICHUTD. - 0€33a00THO CKa3an 5 U OTHeIun Apu oT cebs, BUMS, YTO
OHa BCE elll€ IpUKJieeHa KO MHe. {1 TOBepHYJICS K Ielllepe U Hadal cBoé neHue. Ho Ha camoM fene
3TO He OBIJIO TeCHOIIEHUEM.

— Brixonu, ®udu. - KpaCcHbIM MaruyeckKui Kpyr o6pa3oBasicsl Ha 3eMJie, U pOTaThiil fPaKOH CTOSIT
TaM.

— KOTI'O 9TO ThbI 30BEIIb ®MOU? YTO 3TO 3A UMHA TAKOE?! - Odudwu Tomnana 1o 3emie u
KpHrdasa Ha MeHs. OJHaKo s IPOCTO I0XKaJl IledaMy ¥ TocMoTpel Ha [I3Ha. Ero poT OblI KMPOKO
PACKPHIT, HO Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYHT OH 3aKpbLI €T0 ¥ IOBEPHYJICS, IIOJI0KUB PYKY Ha OAO0POTOK,
TaK 4TO 5 YC/IBIIAJ, KaK OH 4T0-To 6opMoueT. OH B3[OXHYJ, paclpaBui IIJIe4y U IOBePHYJICS K HaM.

— Temneps 5 MoHKWMal0, ToueMy ApH COBCEM He BOJTHOBaJICS. 3afaHue OyaeT moMedeHo Kak
3aBEPLIEHHOE. ¢ TOCMOTPIO, YTO MOXKHO CHEeJIaTh B OTHOIIEHUHU OECCIIeqHOTO HCUE3HOBEHUS. - YCTAJ0
cKa3ai [I3H.

— 4 XKE 30ECb PASTOBAPUBAIO! - ®udu Bce emié xkamoBajach y MEHS 3a CIIMHOM.

— Tenepb ThI MO2K€EIITb UTH.

— Yr- - ®udwu 6bl1a mOTIIONIEHAa Marn4eCKuM KPyroM, KOTOPBI IpeKpalllaeT pa3roBOpHL. f Bumes eé
TIIIETHOE COIPOTUBIIEHHUE, HO TI0XKaJI IJIeYaMu, BUMAS, YTO 3TO MEHs He KacaeTcs.

4 momomén Kk Apu, OHa Ka3ajach TAaKOM XKe CIIOKOMHOM, KaK ¥ paHbie. f Hauam o0HEMATh €€, Kak U
OOJIKEH OB/, ¥ IIPOIIEITal eM:

— IlpocTH, uTo 3acTaBui T€0s BOITHOBATHCS.

— A s 1 He BOJIHOBasaCh BOBCE... - OHa CKa3aJjia 3T0 MEPTBEIM, HO OTCTPAaHEHHKIM TOHOM, KakK O6ynTo
myMaja 0 4éM-TO ApyroM. ITociie HECKOIBKUX MOTTIaKMBAHUY T10 TOJIOBE, KOTOPHIE, KAa3aJIoCh,
HEMHOT'0 OKMBUIIM €€ JTUI0. S PeInI He CIIpalIuBaTh €€ 0 TOM, YTO IIPOUCXOIUT.

— Hy... Temieps MBI He MOXKEM BEPHYThCS. - CKa3as [I9H, Isasd Ha HeGo ¥ ITpephiBasi Hallle TETo.

— Taxk 4To, S AyMaio, HaM CTOUT Pa30HuTh JIarepPb. - MPEATIOI0KMII [19H.



— HH. - Mb1 ¢ Apu KuBHyIu. OgHAKO....

— M&I [oMXKHBEI pa30UTh Jlareph BHYTPH Iellephl! - B3BOJTHOBAHHO CKa3asia Aii3eH. MHI Bce HEJI0BKO
KMBHYJIY 1U3-3a €€ CTPAHHOTO ITOBEJEHUS, HO B KOHEUHOM MUTOre MOIIHK B meiepy. OgHako [3H
OCTAHOBWJI HAC, BRITAIIU (aKesl U MOJI0KUIT ero Ha 3eMto. OH BBITAIIUII OBA CEPHIX KaMHS
pa3MepoM C JIafjloHb, KOTOPbIe UMENIH JIETKHM KOPUYHEBHIM OTTeHOK. OH Havasl pa30uBaTh UX BMECTE
psmoM ¢ akenoM, 4ToObl CO3MATh UCKPHI.

3axer ¢akes, oH yOpasi KaMHM 00paTHO B PIOK3aK ¥ IIOHSII HaIll HOBHIM MCTOUYHUK CBETA. .

— Temneps, Korma s mymMaio 00 3TOM, KaK BHI, IEBOUKH, BUIENIM TYT XOTh YTO-TO? - BOPYT CIIPOCUIT OH

— Bpoge aroro. - 6ecrieuHo oTBeTUNa Ali3eH, CoejlaB HECKOJIBKO CBOUX (PUPMEHHBIX BEICTPEJIOB.

— O, mar?! TsI, mOMXKHO OBITH, 3AKOHYHUJIA MAaTrM4eCKyI0 AKaieMHIO B CTOJHUIIE?

OpHako rosoc [IsHa 3Bydaa HECKOJILKO B3BOJTHOBAHHO, U AM3€H JIUIIh PACTEPSIHHO CKJIOHUTIA TOJIOBY
HaboK. f 3aMeTus, 4To Apu HEMHOI'0O HaAIPSTach, YCBIIIAB CI0BO "cTONuIA".

— Marudeckast AKkageMus?

— A... Tak TH OfIHa U3 TeX Maros-caMoy4ek?! { Mory maTh TeOe peKoMeHgaTeIbHOE IHUCEMO B
AKafieMu0. - BHe3aIllHO U B3BOJIHOBAHHO NIPeAIoxKuil [[3H Al3eHy.

— I'M, MBI He TIJTaHUPYEM €XaThb B CTONUILY. YTO MBI TaM BOOOIIe MOXKeM HaWTU? - ST IPUCOEOUHUIICT K
pasroBopy u crpocuin [13Ha. OgHAKO OH HAaKJIOHUII TOJIOBY, €T0 T'Jla3a CBEPKHYIIM Yepe3 CEeKyH[Y, U OH
Ha4vaj TOBOPUTE.

— Hy, mOCKOJIBKY BHI, EBOYKY, MCKATEIH IIPUKITIOUEHNUH, S YBepeH, YTO BaC 3aUHTEPECYET JIydIllee
CHapsxKeHWe. B cTonuile MOXKHO HalTU caMble JIy4Illie MaTepHabl 1 MaCTePOB.

— Aii3eH, MBI eIeM B CTOJIMILY. - CKa3aJl 5, epXka e€ 3a IJIe4r, OHa KPUBO YIILIOHYIaCh ¥ KUBHYIIA.

— MMM... HaM He CTOUT Ty[a UATHU. - IPUCOEeTUHUIICS eIllé ONUH T0JI0C, 9T0 Obllla ApH, HO T'0JIOC €€
OBLT THUX.

— A nouemy OB HaM He ITOeXaTh? - TBEPHO CIIPOCHUI 5 Apu.

— Hy M-M-M... UMEHHO TaM § U CTaJla pa60M. - THXO0 CKa3aJla OHa, ép3a5{ C BUOUMOU HEPBO3HOCTEIO.

— He Bomnnyiicsi, Apu. MbI ¢ Aii3eHOM CKa3asld, YTO 3alUTUM TeOs. - S YCIIOKOUI €€, U e€ JIUI0



IIPOCBETIIEJIO, OOHAKO CTAaJI0 HECKOJIBEKO KN CIIBIM.

— Hy, ecnu THI Tak rOBOPHIIIb... TOT{IA, I AyMalo, HET HUKAKUX MPoOJIeM. - TUXO CKa3ajla OHa.

— Hy, Torma Bcée pemeHo. 1 cuenan peKOMeHJaTeIbHOe THChMO, KOT/Ia CMOTY. - C 9HTY3Ha3MOM
BOCKJIHKHYJI [[9H, BXO[s B Ielepy. Bckope MHI ITOC/IeI0BaIN 3a HUM.

M&I IpofosKany UATH, TIOKa He [TOCTUTJIN IIPOCTOPHOM Telepkl, B KOTOPOi 06uTan ApakoH. [[9H
Opocun CBOIO CYMKY Ha 3eMJII0 M Hadajl CHUMaTh YTO-TO II0X0XKee Ha ChasibHble Memiku. OH fJai HaM C
Apu 1o ogHo#. OH TaKKe IOMBITAJNICS JaTh OOUH Al3eH, OMHAKO OHa 6eccepaeyHo 0TKa3asachk...
BMECTO 3TOr'0 OHa OTOLJIa B yIOJI KOMHATHL M CBEPHYJIaCh KajlauyukoM, Kak Bcerpga. OgHaKoO 5 BUOEN
eé nmuno. Y oHa ynei0anachk 1Mo Kakoi-To mpuyrHe. "MoxkeT ObITh, OHA CHOBA CYACTJ/IMBA CIIaTh B
nenepe?" - mpobopMoTan g B pa3gyMbe. QeHPU TUXO MOCIEN0BaJI 3a HaMU B IeIllepy ¥ PEIInI CliaTh
panoM ¢ Ali3eHOM.

II9H cran Ha CBOEM COOCTBEHHOM CITaJIbHOM MEIIKe ¥ BHIKTIOUMI (OHAPHUK, KaK TOIHKO MBI BCe ObIIH
TOTOBHI KO CHY. Apu CHfesa PsSIoM CO MHOH. f 3Haj, UTO OHA He CIIMT, IOTOMY YTO CJIHIIIAN, KaK
TPETCS TKAHb OT €€ 6eCIIOKOWHOTO IBUKEHMUS. -

— ApI/I, €CJIX ThI He XO0YeIllb €XaTh B CTOJIMLY, TaK U CKAXKHU. - 00€CII0OKOEHHO IIpoHIieIiTal g en.

OHa noBepHYyJachk Ko MHe nutioM. OgHaKo 51 He BUAET €€ JINIa, a TOIHKO YYBCTBOBAJ €€ TEIJIO0e
ObIXaHue.

— Bcé He TaK... 1 He IPOTHUB M0eXaTh B CTOJIHUILY, HO..... - OHA BOPYT OCTaHOBUIIACH.

— Ho?

— dmu, TH IeNCTBUTEIBHO He IIPOTUB, €CIH 5 MouAy ¢ To6o#? [Touemy BH iBoe OepéTe MeHS C
co6oi? MHOTra g MpPOoCTO YyBCTBYIO, YTO 51 IPOCTO JocagHas momexa. Kpome Toro, .. -

4 mpepBai e€ menor:

— Apu, MHe ¢ To60M X0poIro. BripoueM, 51 MOTY BHTJISIAETD BIIOIHE MIPUINYHO, Y HAC C Ali3eHOM eCTh
CBOM CEKpPEeTH 1 Tpo6yieMbl. T TOMOTJIa MHE OCTaThCSl Ha MOEM IIYTU UJIH, BepHEe, He COUTHCS C
HETO... Thl IIOMOTJIa MHE HalT! HOBLIM IYTh B KOHIIE TOTO IYTH, 10 KOTOPOMY $ IIIfIa... €CIIA OHI 5T HE
BCTpeTHI TeOs1, TO, BEPOSITHO, IIPOCTO CyllecTBOBaia Obl. TH Hajia MHE IOBOL CHEIaTh YTO-TO eIllE,
TaK 4TO, MIOXKaJIyWCTa, IPUMHU 3TO. - YeCTHO OTBETHUTI 1. Ecniu OBl 1 He BCTpeTun Apu, oco6eHHO mmocye
"BOCKpeIeHus" UIH Yero-T0 eIre.

¢ yecTHO He 3Hal0, YTO OB g TOorfa mena. "IIok" OT TOTO, YTO g CTal [AEeBYIIKOM, OBIJ, HO YTO IIOCHE
TOTO0, KaK S1 OPraHMU30BaJl CBOM MLICIH, 1 ObI, HABEPHOE, ITOCETUIICS B KAKOM-HUOYIb TOPOMe UJTH el
rae-HuOyOb ¥ IIpofaBa Bely, YTo0k 3apabaThiBaTh HA XKU3HB U IIPOCTO KUTh. XOTS S YYBCTBYIO



ce0s KaK ApH, KOTHa fyMaro 00 9TOM... HO KTO Ke OHa Takasi? & yBepeH, UTO OHa HeHOpMaJlbHa Jaxke
B IECSITH JIET. 5 MOT OHI CJIETI0 HOBEPSITh €€ nHPOPMAIK, HO OHa, 6e3yCIIOBHO, YMHa. 51 BOBCe He
[yMaro, 9YTO TO, UTO OHA CKa3asia, ObIJIO JIOKBIO.

4 ycnplman, Kak KTO-TO IIYPIIUT TKaHbIO, @ IIOTOM... S IIOYYBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO 03anu ce0si. 3To Obla
Apu, oHa Me[JIeHHO CKOJIb3HYJIa B MOY CIAJIbHBIM MEIIOK U Hayaja Kpernko o0HUMaTh MeHs. 5
II0YYBCTBOBAJI, UYTO MOSI CIIMHA CTajla HEMHOTO TEILJION.

— Hy, ecnu Tak 0OHO U €CTb... 1 YyBCTBYIO ce0s IPUMEPHO Tak Xke. - IpolienTasna oHa MHe. OgHaKO A
He MOHSJI, YTO OHA MUMeJla B BU[Y.

— Ax, xoporo. [Toxoxe, Tereps BCE PEILIEHO. - S MBICJIEHHO 0TOPOCHII BCIO 3Ty cuTyanuio. "OmHaKo

MHEe UHTEPECHO, YTO MBI HalfIEM B CTONHUIIE. f XOUY ITOCMOTPETH, ECTh JIX HOBBIM METaJIl, 0 KOTOPOM
g He 3Hal0. f Xo4uy yBULETh TaM 4TO-HUOy[Ob UHTEepecHoe!" 51 ¢ pagocThio nogyMas o0 3ToM. 4 Hadan
YYBCTBOBATh, UTO CUJIEI Apu crtabeioT. MHe KaXXeTCsI, OHa 3aCHyJa. AX, s C HeTEPIIEHUEM XY TOTO,
YTO BOT-BOT IIPOU3BOMUMAET.

XoTs g myMalo, 4TO 3TO U MOE BpeMs. f moBepHyJcs K Apu ¥ Hadan 0OHMMATh €€, B OCHOBHOM
TIOTOMY, YTO ApU MpUKKUMaJia MOY XBOCT Yepe3 ITall K Moel cruHe. OT4ero MHE CTajlo COBCEM He
110 cebe. f 3aKpHII I'71a3a, XOTs 3TO OBIJIO CTPAHHO... B OCHOBHOM. OTKPHIB UJTH 3aKPHIB I'1a3a, S MOT
BUOETH TOJIBKO TEMHOTY. [IpOIII0 HECKOTLKO MUHYT, U IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK MOM MO3T CIIPABUIICS C 3TUM
CTPAHHBIM YYBCTBOM, MOY BeKM Ha4aJld OIIYIIATLCS TSKETBIME. f 0OCTOPOXKHO 3€BHYII, CTapasiCh He
pa30yguTh Apu.

Bckope s 3acHyn.
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