Tam Oblyta melepa, HTEPLEP KOTOPO OBITT TAKUM K€ IMIPOCTOPHBIM, KaK OOJIBINON 3aJl, ¥ e CTeHEI
MepLai UCKPSIIUMCS CBETOM, TaK YTO BCE IMOMEIIeHHe CHSII0 JOBOJIBHO SIPKO. JTa melrepa Oblia
IIPOIYKTOM He eCTECTBEHHOTI'0 ITPOoIlecca, a YyemoBeka. OTMETUHBI ObIIM TOBOJILHO CTAPBIMHU, U
TIOBCIOMIY POC MOX, TaK 4YTO 3Ta ITellepa [oiIkKHa Oblyia ObITh JOBOJILHO CTApPOM.

CTpaHHOH Bellbl0 B 3TOM OTHOCUTEILHO TEMHOM U I'Ty0OKOH Ieliepe Oblla TeMIlepaTypa. belno cyxo
¥ IOCTATOYHO JKapKo, YTOOH Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Haxke OOBIYHBIN YeJI0BEK Haydall IOTeTh.

VICTOYHMK 3TOTO TeIlJla UCXOMWII U3 IeHTpPa MeIIePH], T1ie CUIelT ITOXKUIION YelI0BeK.

ITOT MOKHUJIION YeI0BEK OBII OET B YEPHYIO MaHTHIO, KOTOPAA BEITIIAOEIa JOBOJIEHO HpOCTOpHOI;I —
TEM 60)'[86, 4YTO CaM CTapeﬁMHHa OBLIT OYEHB XYIOBIM. OH ObIN IIPaKTU4YEeCKH CKEJIETOM C IIOYTH TaKUM
CJIOEM KOXH, KOTOprfI 3acTtaBui Ovl TI000T0 IIOOyMaTh, YTO €T0 JIETKO MOXKEeT COYTh BETPOM.

Ho ero aypa Orvlna 4pe3BEYaiHO SPKOM, HECMOTPS Ha €T0 BHEIIHOCTL. B HEM OBLI pUTMHUYHBIA PUTM,
HAaIOJIHABIINY NELIePy CUJIOU U TEIJIOM.

Benuiii mecok MOKphIBajl 3€MJTI0 BOKPYT 9TOT'0 YeJ0BeKa TaKiM 00pa30M, UYTO Ka3aJiCs MOYTH PE3KUM.
OSTOT IecoK He MpUHAAJeXkal Ielepe U, CKopee BCero, OB B3SAT OTKyHa-To eme. OmHAKO A YeTo
3TO MOXKHO OBIIO GBI HCIIONIB30BATh, OCTAETCS 3aragkou. ToT (HakT, YTO OHa 3aKphiBaja HOTU
CTapeuIuHE, ObIT JOKa3aTeIbCTBOM TOT'0, YTO IIPOIIIO HOBOJIFHO MHOT'O BpEMEHH C TeX I0p, KaK
CTapeHIlrHa epeexan...

OnHako OH OBLI He eAMHCTBEHHEIM B KOMHATe. BEIO elle HeCKOJIbKO CENOBIACHX CTapeNInH,
KOTOpBIEe CUENU TI0 BCel neliepe. Bce oHM OBLIM HEBEPOSITHO CUJIBHEL U... Bce Obiu Koponmsamu

Hym!!

TaMm Ornina mellepa, UHTEPbEP KOTOPOM OB TAKUM K€ IIPOCTOPHBIM, KaK OOJIBIIOM 3aJl, ¥ ee CTEHH
MepIaay UCKPSIIAMCS CBETOM, TaK YTO BCe IIOMEIIEHUE CHSJIO0 IOBOJIBHO SPKO. JTa mellepa Owlna
IIPOIYKTOM He eCTeCTBEHHOTI'0 ITPoIiecca, a YyemoBeka. OTMETHHBI ObIIM TOBOJILHO CTAPHIMHU, U
TIOBCIOMIY POC MOX, TaK YTO 3Ta ITellepa [oaxKHa Oblyia ObITH IOBOJILHO CTapoi. CTpaHHOM BEIIbIO B
3TOM OTHOCUTENIbHO TEMHOM U TIy00KO# melnepe Obljla TeMIepaTypa. Bhljio Cyxo ¥ [oCTaTOYHO
JKapKo, 4YTOOH Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs maxKe OORIYHEIN YeIoBeK Hadall MoTeTh. MCTOYHUK 3TOTO
TellJla UCXOOUJI U3 IeHTPpa Nellephl, TAe CAAeNT TOKUION YeJI0BeK. DTOT MOKUIION 4eJI0BEK ObLII OleT
B YEPHYIO MaHTHIO, KOTOPAs BHITJISAE A JOBOJIBHO MIPOCTOPHON — TeM 6oJjiee, UTO CaM CTapeHIInHa
ObLT 0YeHb XyObIM. OH OBIJT IPAKTUYECKHM CKEJIeTOM C IIOUTH TaKUM CJI0EM KOXKM, KOTOPHIM 3aCTaBUI
Obl 1:000T0 TIOAYMAaTh, YTO €r0 JIETKO MOXKET CAyTh BeTpoM. Ho ero aypa Onlna Ype3BrIYaiiHO SPKOH,
HECMOTpPS Ha ero BHEIIHOCTh. B HeM ObLI pUTMUYHBINM PUTM, HAIIOJIHSBLINY MEIIepy CUIOW U TEIJIOM.
Benuiii mecok MOKphIBaJl 3€MJTI0 BOKPYT 9TOT'0 YeJ0BeKa TaKuM 00pa30M, UYTO Ka3aJiCs MOYTH PE3KUM.
OTOT IEeCOK He MpUHAJJIeXall meuepe U, CKopee BCero, OB B3ST OTKyHa-TO elle. OmHAKO /ISl Yero
3TO MOXKHO OBIIO GBI HCIIONIB30BATh, OCTAETCs 3aragkou. ToT (hakT, YTO OHa 3aKphiBaja HOTU
CTapeuIuHE, ObIT JOKa3aTeIbCTBOM TOT'0, YTO IIPOIIIO HOBOJIFHO MHOT'O BpEMEHH C TeX I0p, KaK
cTapelimuHa mepeexan... OqHako oH OB He eIMHCTBEHHKIM B KOMHaTe. BEIJIO ellle HECKOJIbKO
CeMIOBIIaChIX CTAPEMNIIINH, KOTOPHIE CUAENH 110 BCel melrepe. Bce oHU OBITM HEBEPOSITHO CUILHH ...
Bce Obmu Koponsimu [ym!! Bce oHM cumenu Ha 3eMjie ¥ CMOTPENH Ha cTapeumuny. Cyns 1mo
IIPEeBKYLIEHUIO B UX TJla3aX, OHYU, Ka3aJ0Ch, Yero-To XKpaanu... CO0Ky OT eqUHCTBEHHOTO BXOa B



mellepy CUpes CTapeuIlrHa, ONETHM B TEMHO-CUHHE ofeXabl. Ha ero nuile OBIIO IPUTUYHOE
KOJIMYEeCTBO MOPIIKH, a BOJIOCH ¥ Oopoaa ObITM cembMu, KakK y rpusnu. OH TakxkKe OBII ITOX0XK Ha
rnaBy LluHb — 3T0 OB mpembiayuui rinaBa Liuas u oter) Liunas JIyHa, Lunb Taub! 'naza Luas Tans
OBLIM TIOJTHOCTBIO COCPEIOTOUYEHH Ha CTapelInHe, CUOAIIEM B IIEHTPe Tellepsl. BpeMs oT BpeMeHu
ero B3TJIsAA 6JTyzKman KO BXOAY B Melepy, Kak OyATo ero 4To-To 6eCrmoKouno. 3ateM, B KaKOu-TO
MOMeHT, ria3a Lluas TAHA IpomoKany 0CTaBaThCA Y BXofa B meiepy. OH 3aMeTusI Koe-4To, 4To,
Ka3aJioCh, 3aMeTU/IN aXKe BCe OCTaJIbHEIE B ITemiepe. “1I0K... 1IOK... I[0K...” Cepus maros, 6onee
OBICTPBIX, YeM OOBIYHAS [TOXOJKA, HapyIlIKia TUIIMHY, ApUBIIYIO B memepe. durypa B 3eieHOM
BCKOpE IMOSBUJIACh B I0JIe 3PEHUS BCETO B HECKOIBKUX OeCSATKaX 1IaroB OT IeIIepHl, IPexkae YeM OH
Boies B Hee. “T'ocrogu! YTo-TO... CIIy4unoch 4To-To 1mnoxoe!!” [TonHbIM yKaca ronoc OeryHa foHeccs
710 Telllephl TIEPBRIM, NIpeXkae YeM 3To chelan caM 0eryH. O6ecnokoeHHbH Lluab TAHBL yCcTaBUICSA Ha
BXOMSIIYIO GUTYPY; TOKUIION YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIM XPUIIEN OT YCTanoCcTH. “YTo ciayuunnock moma?!” -
crpocun Lluas TSHB V¥ 9TOTO YeIoBeKa. ITOT CTapeHInrHa ObT TeM, KTO OTBEYasl 3a ITOBCETHEBHOE
yrnpaBnenue Llunb u KeM-T0, KTo Obi ¢ Llune TssHeM ¢ meTcTBa. OH yIIen B yeIUHEHUE B TOM XKe
rony, uto ¥ Llunb TSHB, HO BCe ellle 0CTaBaJICSI OOHUM U3 BaXKHBIX 4IeHOB AuHacTuu Lluae. HecMoTps
Ha [To3mHI0I0 cTaguio Bo3BbieHus [IyIny, 3TOT YelIoBeK OB JOBOIHHO MOTYIIECTBEHHEIM U
Habmionan, Kak pactyT Lusab Xy u Lusb JIyH. Eciu OB1I0 YTO-TO, YTO MOTJIO 3aCTaBUTh €T0 TaK
BOJTHOBATHCS, TO IOMa [IOJIKHO OBIJIO TPOU30UTH UTO-TO yKacHOe. JIUII0 CTapeUIuHE OBIIO
MepTBeHHO-0JIeIHBIM, KaK OyITO OH TOJIBKO 4TO yBUAen npuBuaenue. “LluHb... Lunb Xy, - Ha4an oH
3aukaTthes, - LHunab Xy 6w yout! U... Luns Cioit, Iluas F0ans, Lune Ysub, Lunb JIune u Luub [aHb...
oHM ToxKe Oblmu youTsl!” "4ro?!" 3pauku Lluns TAHS pacIMPUNIKACh OT yOuBIeHus. “IToBTOpHU ceiyac
xke!!” OH Bckounn Ha HOTU. “Lunb Xy...lIluas Xy u O49Th 4eJI0BEK, OXPaHSABIINX [TIOMeCThe LIuHb,
ObLnH...0HU BCe OblM yOuTHI!” “Kak 9T0 MoxkeT ObITh?! Kak MoxkHO OblsI0 yOuTh Liuub Xy!”
OcTanbHBIe O0UTATEIM KOMHATH Havaau KpU4aTh, KaX/Ibli U3 HUX ObUT B HemoyMeHuu. LIuab Xy ObIn
Koponewm [Iym Cpennett ctapguu! Kak oH Mor ObITE YOUT B 6€301aCHOCTH CBOET0 COOCTBEHHOT'0 JoMa!
9TO, HECOMHEHHO, MOJIKHO OBI710 OBITH hapcom! "U...” Ho 9TOT 4eI0BEeK XOTeN CKa3aTh eIle K0e-4To.
"W...” “N?1” JIuno Luub TaHS BRITISOET0 aOCOMIOTHO feMoHrYeckuM. “H uto eme?” “TlepBuIi U
BTOPOM MOJIOABIE MacTepa... Oblid...” Temeps cTapeilinHe ObIJI0O TPYAHO TOBOPUTh. “OHuU Oblu...” OH
nomopiuicst: “Onu Obu youTth bat FOHBG3eM K 1ory oT ropoga Jlactouka!!” “b333...” BonHa moka
IIPOHeCsach yepes ronoBy LluHp TSHS € TaKOM SPOCTHIO, KakK OYITO KTO-TO aTaKoBas ero ayioi. OH,
IIOIIATHIBASCh, CHOeslall HECKOJIbKO 1aros: “4To...4To TH cKa3an?” EMy ymanoch cKa3aTthk. “[IBa
MOJIOIBIX MacTepa, OHU OblH... youTh balt FOHbG3eM u3 PeMecnenHoM mKonbl!” CTapemHe,
Ka3aJioCck, ObIIO TOUTH (u3udecku 00JIbHO IOBTOPATE 3T0. “LluHb Ulydan u luns [lloyxao O6bu1H
youts?! bair FOHB(D# u3 PemecnenHon mkons?! Tot, yTo npuiien ¢ Tan CuHbIOHEM He TakK JaBHO?!
Kak u mouemy? YUto cinyuunocs?!” ITockoneky LluHb TSHD HEKOTOPOE BpeMs MOJidajl, pyrou
CTapeuIlIrHa BbICKA3aJjl 3a HEI'0 CBOU MBICIIU. “MEL... MBI He 3Ha€eM, YTO CIIYUYHUJIOCh...fl BEPHYJICA B
TIOMECThe C TOJI0BOM U y3Hau, 4To LluHb Xy Obln yOuT. MBI Haxke He 3aKOHUYUIIA paccieqoBaHue,
KOTZla YCJIbIILIAJIM, YTO BTOPOM MoJiofor MacTtep Ovin yout bait FOubhaeM. ['maBa npuiiiesn B SpocTh U
BBIJIETENI, YTOOBI HOOPAThCS IO OKPAMHEI, TOJIBKO [JIT TOTO, YTOOB! YBUAETH, KaK IEePBLIA MOJIOAOU
MacTep camonukBumupyeTcs mepen bait FOubdaeMm!! 4 cpaldy ke npuinen ciofma, YTOOR OTYUTATHCS. ..
Ho k Tomy BpeMeHHY, Kak £ yIIes, TNlaBa yke cpaxaics ¢ bait FOupdpaem!” MyxunHa nepegan Tak
OBICTPO ¥ KPATKO, KaK TOJIBKO MOT. ITO Obl/Ia IIOKUPYIOIIast HOBOCTE MJISI BCeX OKPYzKaloluXx. LIuHb
TsHb maxe He MOT HaWTU B ce0e HYXKHBIX 9MOIUM, YTOOL OTpearupoBaTh. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO OH
os11 Kopornem [y, eMy ObIJIO TPYOHO MIPUHSTH U3BECTHE O TAKOM TPEBOXKHOM Yepefie COOBITHI,
IIPOU3OIIEAIINX B €T0 COOCTBEHHOM ceMbe. EMy OBIJTI0 0COOEHHO TPYOHO MPUHSTH 9TO Ha CaMOM [eTie.
Briny yOUTHE He TOJIBKO IBOE er0 CHIHOBEM, HO ¥ IBOe eT0 BHYKOB. “I'TaBa cpaxaetcs ¢ bai
HOusdpaem? 3t1o Hexopoio! I'onosa yoreT Bait FOHb)Is oT ero ropsi! ETo cMepTh HaBeueT Ha cebst
rHeB bayt FOHbG3g 1 MOXKeT 03HayaTh YHUUTOXKEHUe Halnel cembu!!” CtapeiirHa B 6e710M OfileTHUN
13 Iemepsl 3akpudan. Ho gpyroii crapeuinnHa, CTOSBIINY PIAOM C HUM, ycMexHynca. “Tedy!! [la
Oymet Tak, ecnu oH yMmpeT! CTOUT U ero maguTh, eciu oH yous aBoux u3 Hamux?! [lIkona Pemecen
MOXKeT OBITh MOTYIIECTBEHHOM, HO OHU He BceMoryIu! LIuub OymeT cpaxkaThCs OO MOCIIeMHETO0, eCIIH



BO3HUKHET HE00X0OUMOCTh!” “Mbl HE MOKEM Tak roBopuTh! Celiuac 0YeHb BaxKHOE BPEMSI, MBI HE
MOZK€EM TI03BOJIUTh, YTOOHI CIIYyYMIUCh KaKue-TO HecyacThbs!” JIpyroi ctapeiinnHa BMemancs: “Mel
Iaxe He 3HaeM JINYHOCTH Toro, Kto youn Lluns Xy u gpyrux. Bectu Boiiny co IlIkono#t Pemecen 65110
OBl COBEepIlIeHHO Hepa3yMHO! MbI TOMXKHE CXBaTUTh bait FOHB(As, HO OCTaBUTh €0 B XKUBHIX!
3aTeM...Korfla matprapx cranet MmmeparopomM [y, y Hac OyAeT 4OCTAaTOUYHO CHJI, YTOOBI CPa3UThCS
co IlIkomoit Pemecen!” “Otnuunas unes! [TaTpuapx 611M30K K OKOHUaTeNbHOMY "O0beIUHEHNIO
Hyu". Ecnu oH IpeycreeT B 3TOM, OH onlpefesieHHOo cTaHeT MmnepatopoMm [lym! Hamra [vHE BO Beku
BEKOB BCTYIUT B 30JI0TYI0 3py! MBI HOJIXKHEL COXPaHUTh!!” - BOCKIIMKHYJI YYE€HBIU MyXK4YWHA CPeSHUX
net. “lIlypuH, TOIBKO ThHI ObIT OBl JOCTATOYHO CUJIEH, YTOOB OCTAHOBUTH T'OJIOBY. MBI HE MOXKEM
I03BOJIUTh eMy youTh bait FOHb(Das mpssmo cetiuac!” “......” Pa3nuyHble CTEIIEHU 9MOIUN
IpoMeNnbKHYNIN Ha nulle [unp TAHS, Korga OH CAyIIan AUCKyccuio. [TocnenHel aMoIuen OB 0K, HO
He K3-3a TOTO pa3roBopa. [Ioka Bce pa3roBapuBajd, TeMIepaTypa B Iellepe IOAHSIIach Ha rpagyc
WU [IBa, ¥ IIECOK B IIEHTPe KOMHATH Hayaj CHUIbHO BUOpupoBaTh. IIIMPOKO pacKpeIB riasa, LIuHb
TSHB TOBEPHYJICSA K CMOPIIEHHOMY CcTapLy B LeHTpe neiwepsl. “Luns ly, Lluss LI34Hb, BB BOE
ugete co MHoU! OcTasibHble U3 BaC OCTAHYTCA 3[€Ch, HE II03BOJIANTEe HUUEMY IIOUTHU He Tak C
IpopEIBOM naTpuapxa!” Kasanocs, K HEMy BEPHYJIOCH IIpeKHee CIIOKOMHOEe TIOBEHEHHUE. ......
BepHyBIIKCH Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH ¥ ITOJHOXKKS TOPHI IEPBOOBITHHRIX KaMHEH, TPU (QUTYPHI BHE3AMTHO
BHIIINTK U3 PsiOU B Bo3myxe. UenmoBekoM Bnepenu Ovil LiuHb TSIHB, @ y4€HBIM MyK4YUHA CPEIHUX JIET U
T'PY3HbIM MyKYMHA CPEIHUX JIET 03K ObIIA €Tr0 ABOIOPOTHBIME OpaThsiMu. OTH ABOE OBIIH
Koponsmu [yuru Ha paHHe# ctaguu. [lunb TsSHb HEHAOJT0 OCTAHOBUIICS, KOTIa OHYM BEIOpaIUCh Ha
IIOBEPXHOCTh. 3aTEM B3MaxOM PYKHU OH OTKPHLI ellle OJHY AbIPY B IIPOCTPAHCTBE, UTOOH BCe TPoe
IIPOIIJIX Yepe3 Hee U UCYEe3NIU. B crenyouirii pa3 OHU CHOBa MIOSBUJIACH B PeajlbHOM MUPE BCETO B
HECKOJIbKHX KUJIOMeTpax oTciofa. [IpomomnxKkas ABUraThCS Aalibllle B IOJIOCE CBETa, OHU Hadalu
JIeTeTh Ha MOJIHOW CKOPOCTH K 0Ty OT ropofa JlacTouka. BpeMsi 0T BpeMeHU OHU TelenopTUPOBaJIACh
Ha HECKOJIbKO KHMJIOMETPOB 3a pa3, YTOOH JBUTAThCS TaK OBICTPO, KaK TOJILKO MOTIH. I'opof yxe Obln
Pa3MBITEIM MISITHOM I103a0¥ HUX. TeJIeOPTHPOBABIINCE €llle Pa3, BCe Tpoe HaKOHeIl 0CTaHOBUJIACH Ha
rope BBICOTOM B HECKOJIbKO COTeH MeTpoB. OHM CHOBa Hayallu JieTaTh, Ha 3TOT pa3 He yTpyxpaas cels
tenenopranueii. Ho lluae TaHb BHE3ANIHO 3aKpuyall, Npeaynpexnas KOpOTKOe MTHOBEHUE CIyCTS:
“Bynmb octopoxen!!” [IBoe mofei mo3agu HEro CHavajla YOUBUIIUCE, HO OBICTPO MOJUYUHUIIKCE.
Co06paBUIKCh C CUTTAaMH AVIIH, 9TH JBOE MIPUTOTOBUIIUCH YKIIOHUTHCS OT JII000M OIACHOCTH, KOTOpast
Moria Ovl mpubau3uThes. K HecyacThio i HUX, OMMACHOCTh MPUOIMKanachk OLICTPee, 4eM OHU MOTJIH
oTpearupoBaTth! YepHas TeHb MOSIBUIACH Y IIOMHOXKUS UX TOPHI, KaK CTPYs CBETa, Yepe3 HOJII0
CEKYH[IHI TIocTie penynpexpaenus Lluae TaHsA. Y TpoOMO3IKOT0 MYKYUHEL OBIJI0O JOCTaTOYHO BPEMEHH,
yT0oOB COOpaTh BCIO CBOIO AYIIEBHYIO CUIY, IIPEX/e YeM OH IIOUYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK CKOpOHas aypa
CMEepTH TOTOBUTCA OKyTaTh ero! 'ma3a Lluap TsHS omacHO CBEPKHYJH, KOTHa OH yBUEJ, KaK YepHas
9Heprus OBUKETCs, YTOOB HAlaCTh Ha YeJIoBeKa M3 3acafbl. B3MaxHyB ITpaBoy PYKOM, OH OBUHYIICS
B aTaKy Ha Hamapasiiero. Ho... mpo3payHas pssOb OTKPHLIACh 3@ €ro CIIMHOM, OTKPLIB TYMaH YePHOTO
TyMaHa, KOTOPBIN JOJIKEH OBIN BRITUTLCS HapyKy. MoxKHO OBIJIO YBUAETD, KaK CMyTHas Gurypa
BBICKOYMJIa, ITpeXk/ie YeM OBUHYThLCS, YTOOH HamacTh Ha Hero c3aau! ITo Oblia He TelemopTaiusd, a
CKOpee KTO-TO, KTO IIPSTAJICSI TaM BCe 3TO BPEMS U PEIIU 3aTEM PACKPHIThH Cce0s!
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