- «Tak BOT, KaKOBa Ha caMoM [iejie Benukas crapedimuHa JIypa, rjiaBa Bcex “BBICHIUX” 9TTbPOB». -
OckamnuB 3y0bl, cka3asn ['aHc. B 3TOT Xe MOMEHT OfIMH U3 KOPHEHN, KOTOPHIN BUMHEJICS U3 CTEHH,
BOH3UJICA B €0 IIPABYIO HOTY.

- «AxTx!» - BHIKpUKHY ['aHC, CKPUBUB JUI0 OT 6011 - «Xa, BBl AyMaeTe, TOT MeJIKUY 371b( Bac
craceét? Ham uMiiepaTop HaMHOTO CUJIbHEE €r0, OIS HEro BHI JINIIb HHCTPYMEHTHI, KOTOPhIE
TIOMOTAIOT yOUpaTh MyCcOp BeJIMKOM uMIrepuu. Bl BCETo JIUIND MIYTH, Pa3BlieKalouue Ioaei!».

Ynei6HyBIIMCE, JIypa IOCMOTpesia Ha ero HCTEeKaloIIylo KPOBbIO HOTY M CKa3asla - «3HaYHUT Thl TOXKE
Mycop. Ot Tebs mpocTo U30aBUNKCh, UM Thl HACTOIBKO TYIIOM, YTO Jaxe He MOHSJ 3Toro? K TBoel
Hore OBUT MPUBS3aH CBUTOK, TIO3BOJISIOIINY TEIETOPTUPOBATLECS 00PATHO B KOPOJIEBCTBO... OIHAKO
TBI 3HAJI, YTO OH McIopYeH? Thl HeHCTBUTEILHO JyMaJl, YTO BalleMy “uMIepaTopy” OymeT HyKeH
KaKOW-TO HUKYEMHBIN PHILIaph?» - IOCMOTPeB ['aHCy B I11a3a, JIypa 3acMesinack. ['aHC OBIT
moKupoBaH. « Tl BpEIb! C yero 661 MHE BEPUTH KaKOMY-TO O0TPeObI0, KOTOPOE TOJIBKO U MOXKET, YTO
IIPATaThCA 3a CBOMM IIJIeMeHeM!» - BHIKPUKHYJI ['aHC, [TOCTIe 4ero KopeHb, HaXOAAWIUNUCS Hafl eTo
T0JIOBOYM, BOH3UJICS €My B JIEBYIO HOTY.

- «Arx... Tebe MeHs He clioMUTb! [[yMaelllb TBOU IMBITKY Tebe KaK-HUOYIb TOMOTYT?» - C HATSIHYyTOU
ynbIOKO# cKa3an [aHc.

*Brl, 371b(BI, HACTOIBKO TYIIBI, UTO JaXkKe He IIOHMMaeTe MyAPOCTH HAIlero UMIepaTopa. Marudyeckuu
CBUTOK He paboTaeT IMOTOMY, YTO ecyiu ObI OH ITOTaJl B YyXKHe PYKH, TO BbI3Basl ObI HEMAJIO XJIOMOT
uMIIepaTopy. ToIbKO MPUOINKEHHEIE, B TOM YKCIIe U 5, 3HAIOT, KaK UM BOCIIOJIb30BaThCS, KOTa OH
IeaKTHBUPOBaH* - momyMart mpo ceds I'aHc, cMOTpS B riia3a JIype ¥ ¢ HEKOM HaCMEIIKOH.

- «Bcé unTepecHee u unTepecHee. OMHAKO XKe, I HE MOTY ITOAAATLCA COOMIa3Hy U MBITATh TeOS, BEOb
TBOE BpeMsl elllé He Ipunuio... Celdac 5 MpoBesia JIMIIL IIOATOTOBKY K TOMY, YTO Te0s XKIOET. A Tak
KaK THl BCE PaBHO YMpEIIh, faBall IOrOBOPUM» - C YIIBIOKOM Ha Nulle ckasana Jlypa. «3Haellb, MHe
OYeHb UHTEPECHO, KTO Ke TaKOM STOT Ball “UMIlepaTop”, KOTOPBIM IIPEBOCXOTUT...» - He JOroBOpuB,
OHa BAPYT 3aMordana. Y3 He€ cTajla UCXOOUTH yKacarlas TEMHas Maruieckas SHeprus,
IIOJIBJIaCTHAS TOJIBKO IeMoHaM. *Kak 5 Morja cKa3aTh, YTO KaKOU-TO MEP3KUM 4eJI0BEK ITPEBOCXOMNUT,
Hallle CBSILIEHHOE CyIecTBo! * - ocKkanuB 3yOsl mogyMara mpo cebs JIypa.

[TeM BpeMeHEM B iIOM€, TE CIIUT IIPHUMI]

*0Ox, y MeHs BCE TeJlo JIOMUT. {1 maxke He IIOMHIO, KOT/la UCIIBITHIBAJI 9TO YYBCTBO B IIOCTIETHUM Pas.
CKOIBKO THICAY J1eT npouwno? ... A? Yto 9T0? TEMHas Maruyeckas sHeprud... [laBHO 5 TaKywo He
ouryman. Kaxuch, 9Ta leBYOHKa BHIILIa U3 cels. Xax, a A YK OyMall, 4YTO OHa U Hasblile OyneT
CTPOUTH U3 ce0s1 MUJIEHbKYIO NEBUYOHKY... [Ipy Hallleil mepBoii BCTpeUe S TOYYBCTBOBAJ €€ TEMHYIO
HaTypy. Hapeloch oHa He HafemnaeT fenoB... El Belb eIlé epeBHIO C KOJIeH IIOIHUMATh, XOTS KaKas
MHe pa3HuIa... * - mopymain 1npo cebst 11, 3eBast U MOBOpayrBasich HaboK. «Pa3bepych ¢ 3TUM, Korfa
IIPOCHYCB» - Tpo0opMoTaB cebe mop HOC, IJT 3aCHYIL.

[B Temuute]



Ot yBUAEHHON TEMHOW Maru4ecKoi sHepruu y ['aHca mepecoxyio ropiio, CepAlle HeuCTOBO 3a0M0Ch B
rpynu. *4-uTo 3a 4épT...JJa KTO OHa, YEPT mobepHu, Takasa?! ¥ anbdoB He HOMKHO OBITH TEMHOM
Maruydeckoi sHepruu! OHa Oblyla 3a 6aphepOM BCE BpeMs!* - TSKeI0 CTIIOTHYB, IIOAYMal Ipo cebs
laHc.

- «XyX, HET, BCE XKe 5 MoIKHa cebs CIepKUBaTh...» - IpodopMoTasa JIypa u mocMoTpesa Ha ['aHca.
«A? Twl youBNIEH? 3HaEIb, B JETCTBE HAC C MaJIbIX JIET VYUY ITEITATh IO, KaK U CPaXKkaThCs
IIPOTHUB BacC, BEOb €CJIM 3TOT0 He AeslaTh, Halll pof OblI OB HCTPEOJIEH eIIlé 3a JOIT0 A0 TOT0, KakK ObII
BO3IBUTHYT Gaprep... M Tak, Ha 4€M MBI OCTAaHOBHUIIKCE...» - BEIIOXHYB MMPOOOIXKuIa JIypa.

- «BOoT 3HAUUT, KaKue BH, 37Ib(E], Ha CAMOM fiefie... XOpOIllo, S TOTOB OTBeYaTh Ha TBOX BOIIPOCHI, HO
nepen 3TUM, MIPOIIY, YOOBIETBOPU MOE JIO0OMBITCTBO...  X04y y3HATh BCE IIPO BEJIUKYIO0 Marun4eckKyio
CHUJTy, ¥3-3a KOTOPOM Hadajach BOMHA. A TaKXkKe, IIPOIIIY, YCIIBIIIL MO0 ITOCTIETHIOI IIPOCKOY: ST X0Uy
yMepeTh 0e3 IBITOK. I TOTOB TOBOPUTH TOJIBKO Ha 3TUX YCIOBUSAX... Hamecs, THl BHIIIOTHUIID 3TY
MaJIeHbKYI0 IIPOCh0y OT yMUPAIOIIero Mycopa, KOToporo 6pocus gaxe TOT, KOMY OH CIyXKHUIL...» -
IIOJIHSB T'OJIOBY ¥ ITIOCMOTPEB B yAUBIEHHOE MUI0 JIypel, ycMexHyIcs ["aHC.

- «Xaxaxa» - TPOMKO 3acMesinach Jlypa, CXBaTUBIINUCH 3a KUBOT - «Tenepsb Thl IOHUMAEIIh, TOe Th
HaXOMHUIIbCS» - BRITUPAs CIe3y, BEICTYIUBIIYIO OT cMeXxa, Ipopomxkunia Jlypa - «f He cobupanack
TeOs1 yOuBaTh, Befib Thl OY€Hb IIEHHBIM UCTOYHUK HHPOpManuu. Mul cOBCeM HeIaBHO IOy YMIN
OOCTYII K BHEILIIHeMY MUPY U He 3HaeM, YTO 3a 3TO BPeMs NIPOU30IUI0 CHAPYKHU, TaK YTO g IPUMY 3Ty
CHeNKy.» - YIBIOHYBIINCD, CKa3ana Jlypa. ITocne aToro KopHM, Topyalye B Horax ['aHca, Hadanu
IIOOHUMATLCA. - «f HaleloCh, YTO THI He HACTOJIbKO XUJIBIN, YTOOB YMEPETh OT TaKUX I[apanuH.» -
Jlypa c ynei6ko# nocmoTtpena Ha ['aHca»

- «Xax, cnacubo» - ¢ yCcMelIko# cka3an 'aHc.

B3siB €Ty, CTOSIBINKY B YIIy TEMHUIIEL, JIypa BEITEP/IA C HETO MBIIb ¥ IIOCTABUIIA €T0 meper I'aHcoM.
[TpuceB Ha HET0, OHA Hayalla CBOM pPacCKaa: - «Bemukas Marudeckast cuma... S ;ymaro, BH yXKe eé
BUOENN» - CKa3ana JIypa, mocMOTpeB B ria3a ['aHcy.

- «TBI PO Ty pa3BefKy, KOTOPYIO ITOCTOSTHHO IIOCHIIAJIM, HO OHA HUKOIIa He Bo3Bpalanach? IIoMHI0
yuTan 06 9TOM 3amucu» - 3aiyMaBIIKACh OTBETUII ['aHC.

- «Pa3Benka? Aaa... HET, 51 TOBOPIO 06 3/1b(e, Ybsi CUIIa Pa3rPOMIIIa BCE Ballle BOMCKO. IMEHHO OH U
€CTh Ta CHJIa, 3a KOTOPOM Havalyd OXOTUTCS abCONIIOTHO BCe» - CKans 3yOsl oTBeTHa JIypa.

- «O-oH? Kak Takoe Bo3M0xkHO0? [Tpominio Tpu ThicT4yu eT! HaCKOIbKO M3BECTHO U3 HAIIMX
MCTOYHUKOB, BrICIIe 3Mb¢Bl XKUBYT MAaKCUMYM IO THICSIUM JIET!» - B IIOKe CKa3as ['aHc. - «Tpu
TBICSAYU... Xaxax» - mocMessack Jlypa u nIpoposikuia pacckas - «Bel, JII00Y, TaK HUYero U He y3HaJllu.
Emé 17 TeicsiY JTeT Ha3ajl Halll Hapod 00HapyXKui B TOpe 3arafoyHyI0 MaruyecKylo SHEepPTHio,
KOTOpasl paClpoCTpaHsIach Ha BECh JIeC, OKPYXKaBIIUM 3Ty TOpPYy. BeIMOTaHHBEIE IepBOil Benukoi
BoitHoi#t pac, Halll HAapoy, XeJjajl HauTh MeCTO, Tle Halll Pofi CMOT OBl ITPOIBeTaTh. UMEHHO TOTIa MbI
HallJI ero, MaJIeHbKOTO0, IT0X0XKEro Ha Yel0BeKa, MajlbuKa, KOTOPHIHM BHITIISIOEN JIET Ha I1ecTh. OT
HETro MCXOIUIIO 30JI0THUCTOe cBeueHue. JIro0oi, KTo mpubiuKkaicsa K HeMy O/1XKe 4eM Ha MeTp,



MTHOBEHHO MCYe3all ¥ IIPEeBPAIIAliCs B Marn4ecKyio 3HEPruio, KOTopas BiIMBajlach B poM0O Ha ero
rpynou. HaGmromast mogo0HOe pa3 3a pa3oM, MbI IPUIIIIN K BEIBOMY, YTO OH M €CTh BEJIMKOE CYIIEeCTBO,
KOTOPOE CIIUT 3[€Ch, HAIIOJIHIS 3€MJII0 CBOEM OIPOMHOM Maru4yeckKou sHeprueu. B To BpeMs O ero
npo0yKIeHus eMy SIBHO He XBaTaJlo CHJI; eMy HYXKHO OBIJIO MUTaHUe - Marduyeckas cuia, KoTopas
HaXO[UJIaCh B KaK[IOM XKMBOM CyIlecTBe. [[oJiroe BpeMs MbI IPUHOCUIIU B KEPTBY Marun4eCKux
3Bepell ¥ CBOMX COpoAnYel pagy OyAyInero Hallero Hapoga. Mbl cTajau IPUCMaTPUBATh 3a HUM,
00yCTPOMB B TOpe XpaM U nepefaBas BCE OymyIIuM MOKOoJeHUsIM. [Ipoino 2 Teicayu neT. [1po ero
Maru4ecKyio CHJy Y3HaJIU JIIOOYM ¥ Hadalk IOCHUIATh Pa3BeiKy, YTOOBI IIOHSATh, KOMY OHA
IpHHAAIeXuT. MBI 2Ke BCTalli Ha ero 3alluTy U PEeLIuId IPUHOCUTDL eMy B KePTBY yxKe ogen. Tak
IIPO0JIKAJIoCh 10 Benukoi BoiiHbl ¢ apmueit monedt. ITocme Toro, Kak poMm0 Ha rpyau peGeHKa
TIOJTHOCTBIO 3aIIOJTHUIICS, OH CTal CBETUTCS 30JIOTUCTHIM IIBETOM. ET0O TE0 BEIPOCTIO U CTalio
IIOXOMIUTH IO Pa3MepPy Ha Tejo 00BYHOro 12-TH JIeTHEro mapeHbKa. [Tocye Toro, Kak Hallld TPegKu
yCTaHOBUIU Oaphep, YUCIIO XKEPTBOIPUHOIIEHNH, KaK ¥ YHCIEHHOCTD Hallle# packl, CTaIH
TIOCTEIIEHHO COKpAIIAThCA... Tak OBIJIO 0 HeIaBHET0 BpeMeHH, IT0Ka OH He mpoOynuics... OH cKa3sal,
YTO €ro 30BYT JJIPUA U UTO OH sIBNIsieTCs boroM atoro mupa. Takoil 0TBET Te6sT yCTPOUT?» -
YCMEXHYBIINCH U TIOJTHOCTBIO PacciiabuBIINCh, cKa3ana JIypa. [[aHC 2Ke He CMOT IIPOPOHUTH U CJIOBa.

- «Temeps Tebe MOHSITHO, KAaKOW MTPOTHUBIIKE MyCOP Ballla paca jromei?! BaMu MoXKHO yIIPaBIIsTh
KaK CKOTOM, KOTOPHIM TOJIbKO ¥ MOXKET, YTO CesITh IIOBCIOY Hacuiue, BOMHH 1 pabcTBo! CKOMBKO BRI
anbdoB 3axBaTuM cebe! A Bedb HaIllX HAPOMHBI XKUJIU B MUPE, BMECTE CpakKaIuCh IIPOTUB
IEMOHMYECKHUX CyIIecTB! A 4To ceiiyac? Brl mocTaBuiu ce0s BHIIIE APYTUX, IIPU 3TOM CKaTHIBAsICh
BCE OoJblnie u O0JIbIIEe B eMOHMYECcKoe IapcTBo! Ha cerogus Haila 6ecefa OKOHUYEHA, 3aBTpa S
BEPHYCH U TOTHA OTBeYaTh OyHeIb Thl. XOTh 5 ¥ COTJIaCHUJIach Ha TBOE MPEeII0KEeHNe, HO eClIU MHEe He
TIOHPABUTCS TBOM OTBET, 51 Oymy TeOs MHITATh TaK, YTO TH OyAeIlbh MOIUTE MeHsI 0 cMepTu. Haferocs,
THI MEeHSI He pa3oydapyelb. [1o BcTpeuu!» - Ckasana JIypa, IocTaBUB CTy 00pPaTHO B YI'OJI ¥ BHIMS K3
TIOPbMBI.
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