I'maBa 9

« MeTka nuMmeparTopa»

TulmHa ¥ TaMHCTBEHHOCTh HOYM IOOXOMAMIIA K KOHIY. COJIHIle y2Ke HauKMHAaI0 CBOM THEBHOM
nyTh. Ha paccBeTe TULIMHY HaPYIIaau [TeBYNEe MaJeHbKUe MITHUITH, KOTOPHIE yKe MPOOYIUITUCD, JIs
TOTO, YTO OBl TOMCKATh Pa3HBIX HACEKOMBIX, KOTOPHIX 110 YTPY TaK MHOTO, YTO IITHUIIE HE MOTYT UM
HapafioBaThCs, a IHEM, BCe HAaCEKOMBIe NPSIYYTCS OT XKYTKOW JKaphl MaIsAIIero JIETHETO COJIHIIA.

Bcé Oninio THx0. [lepeBeHCKUM HapO[ eIll€ CIiajl CIIOKOMHBIM CHOM MUPHOTO0 XKuTess. He
CIIOKOMHBIH TObKO Obi1 ap Xour. Ero meTka 6oena BCIo HOYb. ByATO BEIXKHUTAJa €ro PyKy U3HYTPH.
Ot XKyTKO# 601 OH He MOT YCHYTH faxe yTpoM. C KaXKIBIM YacoM MeTKa HauunHaja 0071eTh CUIbHEE.

CTapuK Bcerja MpOCHITaCcs Ha paccBeTe, 9To Oblla ero IpUBEIYKA. Korma OH CIyCTHIICS BHU3
TI0 JIECTHHUIIE, YBUAET U3HBIBaoIIero ot 6omu [lap XoHra.

- Yro cny4yumnoch? - 00paTUics K HEMY CTapUK.

- Metka! 9T0 Bcé MeTKa! - Bckpukuyn [ap XoHT.

Kpuxk [lap XoHra pa36ynun crsinyio Ha Bepxy Jlyans. OHa cnycTtunack BHU3. [lap XOHT
IILITAJICS CIPSATATh 00/Ib, HO OHA OBIJIa HACTOJIBKO CHJIbHA, YTO OH HE MOT, HUYETro ¢ COO0M MoaenaTh,
KaK TOJIBKO ITPU3HATh IIepel] BCEMHU, UTO eMy IeHCTBUTENIFHO 0YeHb OOJIBHO.

- Yto cnyuunocs? - Crnpocuna JlyaHsb.

- Bceé HopmanbHO! - CTUCHYB 3yOH OTBETHUIT XOHT.

JlyaHb B3TJIsIHY/Ia Ha CTapuKa, OyATO XKfasa, KOrfa OH el BCE pacCKaxker.

- Hekorma cetiuac TOBOPHUTE. Y Hero 4To-TO C METKOH CIIy4HUJIOCE. Cetivac g HallXIIy Tebe
3allUCKY. beru CKOpe€ee K HallleMy aJIXUMHKY, HaJJel0Ch, YTO OH CMO2KET IIOMOYb.

HepnoymeBatomas Jlyanb mobexasa npoyb U3 goma. OHa 6exKasa, Tak OBICTPO, HACKOJIBKO
XBaTajo €€ CHUIL.

-V Bac ecTh B iepeBHe anxuMUK? - CKBO3b KYTKYI0 60516 crpocunt [lap XoHT.

- Ecte. OH (pakTHUeCKY HU C KeM He o0IaeTcsl u Hu4ero o cebe He paccKashBaeT. 3HAI0
TOJIBKO TO, YTO OH IIPUIIIBII U3 APYTUX CTpaH. HUKTO He 3HaeT faxe ero UMeHHU, BCe Tak U 30BYT
«AJIXUMUK».



-4Yro 3a 3aIIMCKY BBl EMY Hamnucamm?

- Yro OBl OH IIPUIIENT K HAM ¥ OCMOTPEJI TBOIO METKY. BAPYT OH CMOXKET IIOMOYb...

- 9To MeTKa uMIepaTopa. HUKTO He cMoxkeT moMoub! KaxkeTcs, CJTOBHO OHA HaUMHAET
BBIKUTATh MEHS U3HYTPH. - [Jlap XOHT KPENKO CTUCHYI PYKY B KyJaK.

- He 3Ha10, TOMOXKeT UM HET, HO CTOUT IIOIPOO0BATh... - CTAPUK II0JI0KUI CBOIO PYKY Ha
MeTKy [lap XoHra.

- Yrto cnyuyumnoch ¢ MeTKo#? PaHbIle Takoe Onl10? - Hayasn paccipalimBaTh CTapuK.

- BEI10, TOJIBKO KOTa MHE €€ TOJIbKO IIOCTaBUIIH.

- A kaxk Te0e eé moctaBuu? THI Ke BCE BUAEN? - YIUBIISAIICS CTAPUK.

- Koneuno, Bugen. iMnepaTop pacCEK MHE CBOMM KMHKAJI0M PYKY, 3aT€M ITOCHITIAN €€
KaKMM-TO KpaCHBIM ITOPOIIKOM, KaK pa3 TaKoro I[BeTa, KaKOro ceryac MOSI MeTKa, M II0JIOXKUII Ha
cepefuHy MEeTKU KaKOU-TO KpaCHBIM OUeHb MaJleHbKHY KaMeHb U KallHyJl Ha HET0 CBOU KPOBBIO.
3aTeM OH IIOJIOKUJI Ha PYKY KaKOW-TO CTPaHHBIM KOMIIPECC, U Yepe3 MUHYTY paHa BHITIISAAeNa, Kak
IpaM, KOTOPOMY OBIJIO y2Ke MHOTO JIET...

- Yrto GBI 9TO MOTJIO 3HAYHUTh... - Pa3AyMbIBajI CTAPUK.

- 3aTeM UMIEpaTOp CHeJaj Hafipe3 Ha CBOM pyKe, Y HETO BCe PYKHU B TaKUX Hafpe3ax, u
TIPOBEJI TAaKOW K€ PUTYas TONBKO CO CBOEH PaHOM, TaK JKe MOJI0XKUIT Ha Heé KOMIIPecC, U Ta TakK XKe
OBICTPO CyMeJia 3aTSHYThCs. [0OBOPSIT, UTO KOrfia yOMBAIOT YeloBeKa U3 KjlaHa, Y UMIlepaTopa
IIPOTIafiaeT ONMH IIPaM, He 3HA0, TaK JIM 3TO... 3amymaics [ap XoHr.

- 4 Toxe cnpiman 06 3ToM...- CTapuk 6pocu B3risan Ha MeTKy [ap XoHra.

- OT KOr0 BBl MOTJIM 9TO CHbIIATh? Te II0AU MEPTBHL. A U3 KjlaHa HUKOMY He II03BOJIEHO
00IIaThCS C IPOCTHIMU oabMu. - Kpukuyn [Tap XoHT.

- [To Moeli BeHHOU CITyKOBbI, 51 CITy2KUJI IIPU ABOPE UMIIEpaTopa.

- Tak BBI TOKe M3 KiaHa? - [Tlepedun Jap XoHT.

- Hert! §1 cnyXui mpocTHIM KapayabHEIM. M Ha TO BpeMst KMIIEPaTOP CTABUII IIOX0KHE METKH
TOJIBKO TE€M, KTO ITOMOTaJl €My BeCTH fiena. TOJIbKO TeM, KTO CITUIIKOM MHOTO 3HaJl. MMmepaTop
MyIpBIF yernoBek. Y oH o0e3omacuit cebst Co BceX CTOPOH. K HeMy HEBO3MOKHO ITomo0paThCs.



Iap XoHT OTBIEKCS OT 00U B PYKe, U TeIePh OB 3aMHTEPECOBAH B UCTOPUHU CTApHUKA:

- OTKyza BBl Y3HAJIU, KaK JeuCTByeT MeTKa?

Crapuk yIbIOHYICS:

- 3Han g ogHOTro GJIM3KOr0 YejloBeKa MMIlepaTopa, BOT OH MHe M paccka3sai. BoT TObKO OH
elllé cKa3aJl, 4YTO MeTKa UMIIepaTopa, CBI3LIBAET UMIlIepaTopa C TeM, KTO EMY CIIYKUT, y KOTO TaKas
Ke MeTkKa...

- CesizaHa? Kak?!!! - TTepebun [lap XoHT cTapukKa.

- 4 He IIpeacCTaBIIdl0 KakK... Ho, s OyMal0, 94TO OT 3TOTO MOZKHO KdK-TO 130aBUTCS...

Crapuka nepeOun ckpull gBepu. Ha mmopore cTon TOT camMbiii ATXUMUK BMecTe ¢ JIyaHb.
ANXUMUK HU CKa3al, Hu cjoBa. OH OKMHYI B3T/ISA0M Bech goM. [Tomomen K [Jap XOHTy ¥ CXBaTUII €ro
PYKY, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSJIa Ta caMas 3jI0Bellas MeTKa. AJIXUMUK ITPOU3HEC TOIHKO OJHO:

- 9To oHa! - U Oonbllle HU CKa3asl, HU CJIOBA.

- Kto ona? - Crnpocun [lap X0H IEITasiCh BEIPBATh CBOIO PYKY U3 PYKU AJIXUMUKA.

AnxuMuK mocMoTpen B ria3a [ap XoHra:

- Tel 3HaeIry, 0 YéM 4...

- Bel Bumenu Takoe pasbine? - CIPOCHUI CTapHUK.

- a, Bugen. - AnxuMuK o0epHyJICs ¥ OPOCUII B3I HA CTapyka ¥ yiblOHymcs. - Ho aTo
TIEPBLIN KMBOH YEJI0OBEK, HAa KOTOPOM S BUXKY 3TY METKY.

- A KaK xe ocrtanbHble? - Cripocun JTap XoHT.

- A BCce ocTaJibHEIE, KOTO ST BUIEJI C TAKOHM METKOM, OB MEPTBHI.

- Bol cMoxeTe MHe 1ToMOub? - [Jap XOHT ITIOCMOTPE B I'Jla3a AJIXUMUKY.

- ITpoty Bac, eciu BaM 4TO- TO HYKHO... BB TOIBKO CKAXKHTe... TOIBKO TIOMOTUTE eMY -
[Tepebun cTapuk.



- 4 He cMOTy eMy TOMOYb. - ATIXUMUK OPOCHIT B3TJISI Ha CTapUKa.

- Kak? Brl Xe roBopuTe, 4TO U3y4aju 3Ty METKY, TaK [I04eMY Bl HE MOXKETe IIOMOYb?! -
Kpuxknyn crapuxk.

- {1 He CMOTy eMy IIOMOYb, HY Pa3Be TOJIBKO [aTh PEIEIT OJHOr0 CHAmoObsl, KOTOpPOe
Pa30pBET BCIO CBSI3b C UMIIEPATOPOM, OCTAJIbHOE OH HNOJIXKEH ceaTh caM! - HacTostym ATXUMUK.

- Yro 51 gomxkeH Oyny coenath caM?! - Kpukuyn [Tap XoHT.

- TeI caM mONTKeH 6y116]l[b C06paTb HY2XKHBI€ UHI'PDEOUEHTHI OJ1d CHaHO6L5{ " CaM [0JI2KEeH
GYI[GH.IL €ro IIpuroToBUTE.

- [ToueMy BHI HE MOXKEeTe HaTh MHE 3TOT0 CHAg00bs?!

- Ecnu 51 mpuroToBiio 310 cHamobbe, TO OHO Ha TeOs He mogeicTByeT. OHO OymeT meicTBOBATh
TOJIBKO Ha TOTO 4eJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIH coOpasl BCe MHTPEIUEHTH CaM ¥ CaM ero IPUTOTOBHII.

ANXUMUK OTAAl CIUCOK MHIpeaueHToB [Jap XOHTY B PYKHU:

- HacTtosmuii BovH u ATXUMUK JOJIKEH YMEThb BCE CHeaTh caM, TH NOJKeH ObITh CUJIEH He
TOJIPKO MOPAJIbHO, HO U (PU3UYECKH.

AnXyMUK ellé pa3 6pOCHII B3TJISIA Ha CTapuka, ¥ 60Jbllle HU CKa3aB, HU CJIOBA YAAIUICS
IIPOYE.

[lap XOHT MOCMOTpEII Ha CIIUCOK:

- Kak xe s Bcé 910 cobepy c Takoit 60J1bi0 B pyKe?

CTapuK ITOCMOTPEN B cliefl AJIXUMUKY:

- Tl gOJIZKEH, APYTOT0 BEIXOMa V¥ Te0s K COXKaleHHIO HeT.
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