Ha cnepnyromuii meHb 1ocie CTONKHOBEHUS C TemIoBoM ObIMKOM, rpynmna Onusuu nokunyna Kedus.
OHU yKe TIONTy4YM/IM BCIO HYXKHYI0 HH(DOpPMALKIO OT IIBUHA, TaK 4TO O0JbIlle He OBIII0 HUKAKON
HeoOXOOMMOCTH O0CTaBaThCs TyT. KanuTaH cTpaxu OB 0O4eHb pa304apoBaH 3TUM, HO YCIIbIIIAB, YTO
BEPOSITHOCTh HallageHus apMuu Mmnepun odyeHb MaJjla, ero HaCTPOeHWe MOMEHTAIIbHO YIYYLIUIOCh U
OH CO CYACT/IMBBIM BhIPaXKeHHEM Ha JIUIle TPOBOIHUI IOJK. ET0 TMYHOCTH OBISIO OYEHbB JIETKO IOHSTh.

—— Ilporro ele aBa OHA.

OTnenbHBEIN KaBaJlepUUCKUM TTOJIK HAaXOAUIICS YKe HeflalleKo OT IMpuaa. ITo OII0 IOTOMY, YTO UX
CKOPOCTb IIepEBUKEHUS PE3KO BO3POCIIa, TaK KaK UM He HYyKHO OBIJI0 UCKaTh Bparos. K Tomy xe
OmnuBus nobua e30UTh BEPXOM U HaxKe Cliaja BO BpeMs e3[Hl.

— Matiop, moxaiyicTa, He CIIUTE Ha CIMHE JIOMaAX. ITO ONacHO. — 00eCIIOKOEHHO HaIllOMHUIIA el
Knaynusi. OnuBus NOTSHYJACh, 3€BHYJa U TOCMOTpesIa Ha He6o.

— OTO0 BCe ITOTOMY, YTO ITOTOMla CETOMHS TakKas Xxopoiuas. [TonexaTs OB ceiyac Ha paBHUHE U
CIIOKOMHO IocnaTth. MoXeT, ciejlaeM IepeprIB?

— BBHI y2Ke roBOpHIIM 3TO [IBa Yaca Ha3ajl, ¥ Mbl OTOOXHYJIH, KaK BBl U XOTeJIU. MBI CKOpo mobepeMcs
[0 DMpHAa, T0XKalyiCcTa, IOTEPIN ellle HEMHOI'0. — pa3fpakeHHO IIpou3Hecsa Knayaus, a JUIToH,
€XaBIINH PSAOOM C HUMH, HEJIOBKO yNbIOHYCS. [IoxoXKe, ee IIaH cheiaTh IepephiB Ha paBHUHAX
IIPOBAJIUIICS.

— Knaynusi, Kakasi e Thl cKpsra! O, O1UITOH, a B IMpHUIe eCTh YTO-HUOYIb BKyCHEHbKOe? ECTh,
mpaBaa xke?

— IToyeMy THI cripamuBaels MeHs? II0CKOIbKY 9TO TOPOA-KPEIIOCTh, TaM [OJIKHA OBITh XOpOoIIast
ena.

— Maﬁop, S He CKa3aJla HU4Yero I1JjI0xXoro. KpOMe TOTO...

— I[Momomyu. — OnuBMS IPUIIOKKIIA YKa3aTeIbHEIN MMajell K rybaM u mocMoTtpena Broepen. OHa
YyBCTBOBaJa, YTO KTO-TO IPUOIIHUKAETCH.

— B yem fmeno? — HanpsKeHHO crupocuia Knaymusi. S1UIToH JocTasn IoA30PHYI0 TPYyOy U IOCMOTPEN
BIIEPE]I.

— ... K Ham npubnuxkaeTcss BCagHUK!

— IMpekpatuth gBuXKeHue! — Kiayous HeMeqJieHHO OTHaja prUKa3. B30phl Bcex OBIIA yCTPEMIIEHB



BIIepen, 1 Ha 3BYK JIOMIaAWHBIX KOIIBIT ITIOABUJICA YEJIOBEK B JOCII€XaX.

— 3T10... conmaT apmMuu KoponescTaa.

— BepHo.

— OH BBITTIAOUT B3BOJIHOBaHHBIM. YTO CIIYy4YUIIOCH?

Korga MYyXK4YWHA 3aMEeTHUJI I'PYIIILY OnuBuu, oH B3OOXHYII C obieryeHueM u TyT XKe HpI/IGHI/I3I/IHC${ C
HAIIPA2KEHHBIM JIMITOM.

— Curtyanus ype3BbluaiiHas, MoXKalyucTa, II03BOILTE MHE JI0JI0XKUThL BEPXOM. { mmoaraio, BH,
OOJIKHO OBITH, KOMaHAUp mojKa OnuBust u3 OTOeIbHOT0 KaBaJIepUCKOro 1MoJIKa, BEPHO?

— Ila, BepHO. A THI KTO?

— 4 psmoBoOu IepBOTro Knacca Puti u3 nogpaspgeneHus reHepan-Marvopa XocMyHza. Harre
moApas3fesieHne cpaxaeTcsd ¢ AnsiMu PrillapsgMu Ha paBHHHaX AJlbMXeliMa, U CpaXxkeHue UAET He B
Haly nob3y. [loxanyicTa... IOMOTUTE HaM...

WcTpartuB nocnenHue CUIB 4YTOOH CKa3aTh 3TO TeIo PUTHa cerka MoKayHyJIoCh, ¥ OH yIal C
JIOIIaAM. JIUITOH TYT XK€ CIEIIUICs, YTOOR IOMOYb PUTILy.

— ... OH B mopsMiKe, IIPOCTO TIOTEPSITT CO3HAHKE.

Ycneimas ato, KJ'IaYJII/IFI 00JIeTYEHHO B3OOXHYIJIQ, HO JIUIIO €€ GBICTpO HaIIPATIJIOCH.

— Haur aBanrapp yze BCTynua B 60# ¢ Bparom. Mx MPOTUBHUK - TPO3HBIE AJIble PHIIAPH.

— Onn 6YJIYT B OITaCHOCTH, €CJIK MBI HE IIOCIIeIINM Ha IIOMOIIIb.

— Matiop mpaBa, Mbl HE MOXK€EM UTHOPUPOBATh HAILIMX COIO3HUKOB, KOTOPhIE HAXOASTCS B OIIACHOCTH.
— Knaynus peuutenbHO KMBHYTIA.

— Torpa gaBauTe MOTOPOIIUMCS.

— IToxanyiicTa, IOJOXAUTE.

[Ipexpne yueM Knaynus ycrena OTAaTh IIPUKa3, C3agy pa3falicsa 0TYassHHBIN rojioc JmToHa. OHa
o0epHYyIach ¥ yBUJIENa, YTO OH CTaJl Cephe3Hee, YeM Koraa-nubo.



— Y-4TO CIy4mmIoch?

Bblpa}KeHI/Ie €ro JIMlia BRII'JIAOEeJIO He TakK, KakK O6BI‘IHO, 3acTtaBuB OJIUBUIO0 HEMHOTO IIOHEpPBHHUYATh.

— Kak u ckasasna cTapmuit neiteHaHT Knaynusi, Anbie Prillapy TPO3HBIHM IPOTUBHUK, 3TO OyHeT
CJIMILIKOM TSIKeJIEIM OpeMeHeM fiJig HoBoOpaHIeB. HaM HY>KHO COCTaBUThL CTPATETHI0, YUTOORI
COXPaHUTh BCEM XKU3Hb.

YBupgeB cepbe3HOe MU0 JToHa, OnuBud 3agyManach. Cyas o TOMY, YTO TOBOPUJIX OIITOH U
Knaynus, Anbie pritlapu He cnabaku. OHa ITOCMOTpeNa Ha HeCKOJTbKUX HOBOOPAHIIEB U YBU[IENA, YTO
OHM [IPOXKAT ¥ MOOIeTHEH.

OH 1paB, ec/ii OHYU He MOATOTOBSAT KaKON-HUOYOb IJIaH, TO HOBOOPAHIIH IOTUOHYT.

— OIITOH, eCTb uaeu?

— [Ipoctu... { mOmHSN 3TOT BOIPOC, HO Y MEHS HET HUKAKUX UMEH.

OILITOH CTHIAJIUBO OMYCTHUJI rojioBy. OHa mocMoTpesia Ha Kimaynuio, HO Ta JIUIlIb MO/I4a IT0Kaydasa
roJioBoii. Hu y ogHOTO M3 HUX He OBIJI0 XOPOIIUX MPeI0KeHNH.

«Bbynmet TpynHo. Ho cTaHeT HaMHOTrO fierde, ecnu g 0yny ogHa... XmM? OngHa? BepHo, ogHa!» —
Oco3naB 310 ONMMBUSA IIENKHY/a NanbllaMi. JIITOH U Knaynus neperinsHyiuch 1 OMHOBPEMEHHO
CIIPOCHIIH:

— Trl yke npupgymara nnan?

— Maiiop, roxasnyicTa, CKaXXuTe HaM.

BoBoeM onHu CHMHXPOHHO HAKJIOHMIINCH omuxe K OnuBuK YOUBUB €€.

— 9393, g IyMaio, Ml IOJIXKHEI TO3BOJIUTh TPEM MYXKYMUHAM CPazKaTbCS BMECTe, YTOOI CIIPABUTHCS C
opHUM AnbeiM PritapeM. OguH HamagaeT, APYroy 3allldIaeT, a IOCIeJHUM OKa3blBaeT IOAAePKKY. B
obmeM O6ymyT paboTaTh 0gHOM KoMaH0#. HoBoOpaHIIbl HONMKHEI OBITh B COCTOSIHMM CIIPABUTHCS C
3TUM ¥ MUHUMHU3UPOBAThH HAIIIU ITOTEPHU.

— [TOHSITHO... KaX[bIM COIAT COCPENOTOYUTCS Ha CBoeit 3amaye. Torma oT HOBOGpaHIEeB OYIET XOTh
KaKasi-TO IO0JIb3a.

OmiToH OB BIIeYaT/IeH U KUBHYJI, COTJIAIIAsiCh C HEM, B TO BpeMs Kak Kiaymus BeITTIsIeNna
HepeIUTEeIbHOU.



— Xwm? Knaygus, 4T0-T0 He Tak? {1 myMaro, 3TO X0opolIas umes.

— Her, Bce B mopsinke... Ho maxe eciu 3T0 Anble peillapu, 00beIUHUTHCS ITPOTHB HUX - 3TO
HEMHOrO... Kak prillapb, KOTOPBIH IeHUT YECTb...

— ITO BOMHA, a HOBOOPAHIIHI - HEe PHIIJAPH, BEPHO?

— KoneuHo, s 3TO 3Halo.... A-a-arx!

I'maza Knayguu mokpacHesu ¥ CXBAaTHUBIIMCH 3a TOJIOBY Hadasa 4To-To 6opMoTaTh. OnuBUs
pedeKTOpHO OTCTpaHUnIach OT Hee. Kinaynus cerdac BHITJIALeIa HEMHOTO CTPAIIHO, I03TOMY OHa
pelmia CIIOKOMHO TOHAOIIONATh.

... HeKoTopoe BpeMs CIIyCTs.

— Torma maBayiTe coenmaeM 3TO.

Y Knaynuu yuiio KoBOJIBHO MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOBI IPUUTH K 9TOMY pelnenuto. IToxoxe ee
BHYTpPEHHVE OUTBE 3aKOHUYUJIUCL. BpeMeHaMu oHa Obllla OYeHb UHTEPECHOH.

XocMyH[ T0KaJjell 0 CB0OeM OIPOMETUYMBOM ITOCTYIIKE. DTO MIpaBaa, YTO OH He XOTeJI, YTOOH
rpaxmaHe OBITM OXBauyeHE! IIJTaMeHEeM BOWHEI, HO OH TaKKe ObLJI OCJIeIJIeH CBOMMM aMOHUITHUIMH. DTO
OBLITO PEe3yIbTAaTOM €T0 XKAHOCTH K BOEHHBIM 3aCJTyTaM.

«®ydy. IToxoxe 3TO MOe HaKa3aHUE 3a KAHOCTE...»

[Tepen HUM CTOSJ 3[OPOBSIK, Pa3Max1BaIOIINN OTPOMHBIM 00EBEIM TOIIOPOM. Xpabphle CONATH,
OpocuBIIE €My BHEI30B, OBITA pa3gaBiIeHbl 3TUM OPYXKHUEM, Pa36pHI3raB MOBCIOAY KPOBb U
Cyxoxunusi. XOCMYHJ Jaxe Ha4yaJl COMHEBATLCS, EeHCTBUTEILHO JIX JIIOOYU TaK XPYNnKu. Cenum ObI
IIpaB, UM CJIefloBajio noxkaaThcs OTAEeIbHOr0 KaBaJIepUUCKOTO MOJIKa.

Ho Cenuma yxe He 6b110. OH OTIIPABUIICS B TTOA3EMHBIM MUP B 106JIECTHOM MOMBITKE 3aIIUTUTh
XocMyHfa.

«Ho... { He MoT HOMyCTUTH, YTOOH TaKKe MepP3KHUe IMOCTYIIKK OCTaIuCh 6e3HaKa3aHHBIMHU ! »

Korga on YBHUIEII YyZKaCHO€ COCTOSSHME CBOUX PA3BEOYHUKOB, I'lla3ad XOCMYHI[a IIOKPaCHEJIN OT APOCTHU 1
IIPOUTHOPHUPOBAB ITPHU3LIB Cenuma COXPAHATHE XJIaJHOKPOBHUE, 6pOCI/IJ'IC5{ Ha PaBHUHEI AnpMxenmMa.



... He oco3HaBas, 4To 3TO JIOBYIIKA Bpadra.

XoCMyH] B TIOPHIBE SPOCTHU 3alllesl CIMIIKOM flajieKo B CTaH Bpara u ObIJT OKPYXKeH AJIBIMU PhHIIapsSMHU.
OH HeMe[IJIeHHO ITpUKa3asl CBOUM JIIOOAM 3aHSITh 000POHUTENIbHYIO IIO3UINI0, HO 13-3a Xaoca IIpHUKas
He OBUI TepeiaH HeMeJIEHHO.

B pe3ynbraTe Bo¥cKa OBIIM CXBAUeHH, a IIyTh K OTCTYIIJIEHUIO OTPEe3aH.

— Dli, 91, B IeUCTBUTEIBHO 7-ad apMus, yHu4YToXuBIIag KOxHble cunbl Mmnepuu? Thl CIUIIKOM
cnab. U s He HaOMI0al0 HUKAKOX NEBYIIKKA-MOHCTPa. — MPOU3HeC ¢ 6e3pa3auyHbIM JIULIOM
MyXK4MHa, BCKUHYB Ha I1JIeY0 CBOM 60eBoit Tomop. Korma XocMyH[ yCbIIIan “oeByIiKa-MOHCTDP”, TO
IIOHSJI, YTO Bpar OxXOTUTCS 3a ONuBueHn.

— K coxanenuio, Ta [eByIIKa MPUIKCaHa K IPyroMy MOoapa3aeneHuio. ITOT TeHepan-Maiop OymeT
npaThkCs ¢ ToOOM BMECTO Hee.

— Tu! OTot JlamMua ObIT TaK caMOyBepeH, HO nHGopMaIus - ¢panbinuBKa. Het, Bpar - 7-as apMus, Tak
YTO OImMOKY HeT... — MyxkunHa 60pMoTas cebe YTO-TO IOJ HOC fJaxe He fAyMasi, YTO XOCMYHIY CTOUT
OTBEYarTh.

— O, TBOM IPOTHUBHUK LIeJIBIN TeHepa-Maiop, AyMaelllb s HeJOCTaTOYHO XOPOII AJisi Tebs?

— ...XM? B3pox, 51 0ueHb HE[OBOJIEH, HO THI MTOMOMIeIIb. MHe BCe paBHO IIPUAETCS OTIIPABUTh
nopapok nenu PoserMapu.

— Ot npaBuTh IOAAPOK?

Ycnwias BOIIPOC XOCMYHI[a, 3O0POBMAK XOJIOOHO PAaCCMesJICA U IIPHUIJIO2KUIT IBA IIdJIbIid K IIIee.

— Pa3 yx Bl reHepas-mMaiop, TO CIIOMTEe MHE XOPOILIYIO IIECHIO.

BrIpazkeHue ero JMlla CTajo KakK y IUKOTO 3Beps, KOra OH B3MaXHYJI CBOUM O0EBLIM TOIIOPOM.
XoCMyH] 3allUINaics MeYoM, HO M3-3a OTPOMHOM CHJIHI IIPOTHBHUKA €TI0 CTOMKaA Obljla HapyllleHa.

XOCMYH[I CMEHHUJI CTOWKY U IIOMBITAJICS OTPA3UTh yAaphl, OMHAKO MyKYHHA CKOPPEKTUPOBAJI CBOIO
aTaky B oTBeT. OH He OBUI T€M, KTO ITOJIaraeT TOJILKO Ha TPy0Oyio CHUIy.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB Me4 XOCMYHa COTHYJICS OT yapoB, U 00eBOii TOMOP MeAJIEHHO IIOT'PY3HUJICS B €T0
IIJIeYO.

— I'Baxxx!..



— Bot umenno! Ioit! M3 yBaxkeHUs K TBOEMY 3BaHMIO 5 Oymy menaTh 3To MenieHHo! [Taii MHe
MIOCIyIIaTh MPEKPaCcHY0 MeNOgUo!

MyzunHa 3/10Belle YXMBIIBHYJICS, Torpyxas 60eBoii Tonop riyoxe. ¥ XocMyH[Ia U3 maeda 0O6UIbHO
TEKJIa KPOBb, & 3peHue 3aTyMaHuBanock. OH IT0OYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro TeJIO TSHET K 3eMJIe, U PYXHYII
Ha KOJIeHU.

«JTO KOHeIl...»

Korma XocMmyH[ ObITT yBEPEH, UTO YMPET, BHE3AITHO HAJIETENI yparaH U OTIPABUII 3MOPOBSIKA B TIOJIET.
BHe3amHasi mepeMeHa youBuia XoCMyH/a, ¥ OH 3a6bi1 0 6071u. IToka OH mpeOhiBall B OIIEIOMIEHUN
TI03a¥ HEero pas[asics rojioc, IOX0XKWiA Ha 3BOH KOJIOKOJIbYHKA.

— Kak pa3s B caMblli IOCIEIHUY MOMEHT.

YcnpiaB 3HaKOMBIN T0J10C XOCMYH]T MeIJIEHHO 00epHYJICS U YBU[IEN JEeBYIIKY C HEBUHHOW yIIHIOKOM
Ha nuile - OJIuBUIO.
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