B conpoBoXIeHNH HECKOIBKHAX OPHUIIEPOB B BOGHHOH (hopMe, II0 TYCKIIO OCBEIIIEHHOMY ITOI3€MHOMY
TOHHEJTIO, IIEJT YeJIOBEK C CaMBIM BEICOKMM CTAaTyCOM B CTpaHe. MyX4YuHa B cepequHe CBOuX 20-bIX
romoB. OHHM IITH KaK MOXKHO OBICTpee.

“TloxanyiicTa, mOTOponuTeCh Baiie BennuecTBo, MBI BEIAEM K3 IOMa Ha OKpanHe KOPOJIEBCKOU
CTOJIMIIBI, €CTTU CMOKEeM BEIOpAThCS OoTCIofa. I103:Ke Ml cripsiueMcst Ha Tepputopuu Koponst Banbauu
Ha HEKOTOPOe BpeMs, TOTAa Mbl 3anpocuM nomoinu y Umnepuu unu Csitoro KoposeBcTBa, YTOOH
BLITHATh 3TUX IIOBCTAHIIEB U IEMOHOB C HAIINX TEPPUTOPHUL.”

“d... s 3Hato! Kak Oy[TO 51 OTHAM CBOIO CTPAHy 3TUM OEMOHOM WK MsiTeXHUKaM! f 00s3aTenbHO
BEPHY CBOI CTpaHy!”

YeioBEK B pacIBETe CBOUX CHJI, KOTOPHIH OBIJT HETIJIOX0HM BHEUTHOCTH, HO €My He XBaTaeT aMOUIIniA,
pas3mgpaxkEHHO BOpYaJs, HECS MaJeHbKYIO UIKATYIKy, OYOTO TaM OBLIO, YTO-TO BaXKHOE.

“Koneuno oten. [JaBaliTe MOKaxkeM UM, KTO Ha CaMOM [eJie, BlafieeT 3TOM CTPaHOU. Bo BCIKoM
cnydae, 60ee pa3apaXkaloluMy, IBNIIOTCS rpaxkaane! OHU HacIaX)maloTCs KHU3HbIO, KOTOPO
Harpagui UX OTell, ¥ BCE XKe OHU OTBOPAYMBAIOTCS OT HAC ¥ CTAHOBSATCS IOBCTaHIIaMU — BynbTe
IIPOKJISITEL, HeOnaromapHele Maponeps!”

Moromo# uenoBek OblT 60Jiee TYIBIM, €T0 TJla3a TOPEeJTH OCIeUTEIbHEIMU OTHSIMH 37T00H.

“9T0 TakK, KakK u cka3aj Ero BricodecTBo. K cuacThio, 9TOT TOHHEb U3BECTEH TOJILKO HECKOIbKUM
JIIOOSIM He KOpPOJIEBCKUX KpoBei. KpoMe TOro, paHblle Mbl 6IIOKMPOBAIM BXOOBI U BEIXOMIH B 3aMOK,
moaToMmy, Baire BricouecTBo, moxKainyucra, yCIOKOUTECH.”

YcneimaB cioBa oduiiepa, HEHEIIHUH Kopoiib KoponeBcTBa AMatusi, Koje6ancs HeCKOJIbKO CeKYHI.
“...OmHAKO, MOM CHIHOBBSI, MOH [JOUePH ¥ MOH KEHHI OCTAJIUCh B 3aMKe.”

“Ipyroro nyTtu HeT. Hapop cpa3y o0paTUT Ha 3TO BHUMaHUe, ¥ Tak ke mober moTpedyeT O0JbIIero
BpPEMeHH, eclii MbI O6ymeM 6exaTh BMecTe. OOHAKO [0 TEX 0P, MTOKA OTEIl JKUB, TO €CTh HBIHEIIHUH
KOPOJIb, ¥ CHIH, KOTOPHIH OyIeT CIemyIoIuM KOPOJIEM, U, IPexkae BCero y Hac eCTh rOCyJapCTBeHHAs
1evaTh, ¥ 10 TeX IOp, II0Ka 3TO He mpomaneT, KoponeBcTBo AMatust OygeT cyiiecTBoBaTh. OHU TaKkKe
SIBJISTIOTCSI KOPOJIEBCKOM BJIACTHIO, IO3TOMY OHH YK€ MOJIKHEI OBIITH IIPUHSTE PellleHre I0XKePTBOBATh
coboit, BepHO?”

Mornomo# YesoBeK CKa3all 3TO TBEPIALIM TOHOM: IIEPBHIM IIPUHII, CBIH KOPOJISi, KOTOPHIM MEPBHIN B
odepenu 3a IpaBO Ha IPEeCTOJI, KOPOJIb MOCMOTPE Ha MaJIeHbKYI0 IIKATYJIKy, KOTOPYIO gepkKail B
pyKax ¥4 3aMojI4ail.

3areM, B IIOA3€MHOM TOHHEJIE, I'Tle He NOJIKHO OBIIO OBITH APYTUX JTI0JEeH, KpOMe HUX CaMUX, Hadajlu
9XOM OTHAaBaThCs, XJTI0NAaMe 3BYKH, OyATO IIEJ, He B3POCTIbI YeI0BEK, a PeOEHOK.

“—Y-Yro?”

Bce cMyTunucek 1 octaHOBUNIMCh. OHU BBHITALIUIIN CBOM MEYU U IIOBEPHYIUCEH B CTOPOHY 3BYKa —
OTKy[la OH HOJIZKeH ObLI UATHU.

Bckope, mipu cBeTe (poHaps B pyKax, He UCII0Ib3Ys CBeUy, HO UCIIOJIb3Ys BONIIEOHbIM UHCTPYMEHT,
KOTOPHIN, CBETHJICS ITPU MCIIOJIL30BAHUK CBETJION Maruu, SPKO OCBETHJI TOHHEJIb, ¥ B 3TOT MOMEHT
TIOSIBUJIACh MaJIeHbKas IeBOYKa B YEPHOM POCKOIIHOM IIJIaThe ¢ po3aMu. OT €€ BHELTHET0 BHIA BESIIO
HEBUHHOCTBIO, a €€ JIUII0 OBIJIO Y2KaCHO KpacUBHIM. E€ commpoBoKman MEYHUK B KPaCHOM OpoHe U



YEPHOU MacKe, KOTopast 3aKphiBaja I0JI JIUIIA.

K aTomy o4eHb HeyMeCTHOMY HapyIIUTEeII0, Ha MIHOBEHNE B I'OJI0BE KaXJ0T0 BO3HUK BOIIPOC , ‘JTO
OBl IPU3paK UK AyX?’, HO JeBYIIKa faXe He NOAyMaJsa O UX HeJOyMeHUHU U IIOJIHOCTBIO IPKUM U
OTKPOBEHHBIM TOHOM Hayajla FOBOPUTS.

“BenuKOIenHO, BEJIUKOJIEITHO! ITO BEpPHO~ KOpOJ’IeBCKaH BJIACTh MOJIXKHA B3STh Ha ce0s
OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. ECTECTBEHHO, Y HUX €CTh PEIIMMOCTD, BBl K€ CAMH 3TO CKa3allH. BepHO?"

CkasaB 9TO, OHa CJI0XKHUJIa PYKH U KUBHYJIA B 3HAK COTJIACHSI.
“Kto TH1? [TOueMy THI 3meCh?”

IIeBylIKa XOJIOMHO ITIOCMOTPeJIa Ha IIPUHITE, KOTOPHIM MIHOBeHHEe Ha3af 3ajjaBajl BOIIPOCH C OTHEM B
r7a3ax, 3aTeM OHa 9JIeTaHTHO CHejajla PeBepaHcC.

“MeHs 30ByT XUIOKY, IIpaBUTENIb KOPOJIEBCTBa AeMOHOB, barpoBou UMnepuu. Pafa 103HaKOMUTBCS C
Bamu. —H mpoiatocs ¢ BaMu.”

“ITou...ITouemy 3pech nmogu u3 barposoi uMmneunu...?”

Cpenu Bcex, KTO IIOTEPSIT Jap Peyuu, TOIbKO IIPUHII CMOT 3alaTh BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIYA My4YaJsl BCeX JTIofe
B 9TOM TOHHEJIE.

“—KT0 3Haet? THl yKe TPyI, a TPYIly OTBETH He HYXKHEI, BEPHO?”

[Tocrne eé cnoB o¢uilepbl BCIIOMHUIIY IIPO CBOM OONT ¥ OocTanu Meun. OHK Hadyally MIOOXOOUTh K
XHUIOKH.

”Mapy,[[O."
KpacHzlii prilaphb BEITSIHYJI CBOM AJIMHHBIM Me4 U BCTaJl Ha UX IIYTHU, ¥ OHU CTOJIKHYJIUCH C HUM.

XOTs 9TO Y3KUM MOI3eMHBINA TYHHENb , HallafleHue cpady C HECKOJIbKUX CTOPOH, OBIII0 OBl CITUIIIKOM
TPYOHO OTOUTH, OQHUIIEPH CYUTAJIM, UTO TAK OHU MOOEIAT, HO...

“Tymanusbii HlTopM.”

B sto BpeMs Mapyno HayaJl MelCcTBOBAaTh, Ka3al0oCh, YTO OH Pa3OBOUIICA. ['maza O(bI/II.IepOB IMHPOKO
OTKDEIJIMCE B YOIVBIIEHUH.

“9-010 HaBHIK!!”
“Ter—1?"
“He rosopute MHe, npu...”

Bcé 3aKoHYHMII0CH B ODHO MTHOBEHME. 3aTeM, IOCJie TOro, Kak Mapyno 0CTaHOBUJICS, BOEHHBIM
outieps! ymanu BMecTe ¢ Opbi3raMu KPOBH.

“Xunnunununuu!”

[TepBrIi IPUHI, HaXe He B35B CBOM MedY, 3aKpUyall ¥ He CTHACH Hadas yoeraTs, He 3a060TSCh 0
CBOel penyrauuu. [ 505 Ha ero mO30pHLIN TOCTYIOK, Mapyno B3OOXHYJ ¥ B3MaxHyJI MEYOM.



“Opgunokag JlyHa.”
Bcenrimka oT Meda npo6uiia ThMy. MOXKHO YCIIBIIIATh YbE-TO TSAXKETIOe TafeHue.

OcTancs TObKO ONUH YeJIOBeK.... Koposib. CKopee, IpuYKHa IoYeMy OH Hadas yberaTthb, B TOM, 4TO
OH BBIBUXHYJI CIIMHY U HE MOT [IBUTaThCsA. XUIOKU II0Ka4asa roiosou “Ox, moporoi, foporou”
TOBOpPUJIa OHA, TOKa He MOJOIlia K HEMY B IIJIOTHYIO.

“Bel BUAMTE, 4TO BAllU CJIOBA U Balll¥ IEMCTBUS He COBIAAalOT. B ciaydae ¢ mpUHIIEM JUIIUIEM 3TO
OBLII0 TaK: 0OBUHUB €T0 B TOM, YTO OH IIPUTJIACUJI MHOCTPAHHYIO UHTEPBEHIIUIO U Hayasl BECTH OUasorT
c Hamel ctpanou? Torma, 4To XKe, Bb pebsita, roBopuTe ceiyac? CiaydaeM He ‘MBI IONPOCUM
IIOMOIIY Y UMIIEPUHU UJIU CBAIIEHHOT0 TOCYygapcTBa’ BEPHO? ITO TO, YTO MBI Ha3blBaeM [JBOWHBIMU
cTaHgapTamu.”

BeposiTHO, KOPOJIb He CIIBIIIAl, YTO OHa ropopuna. OH Jiexas Jepxka B pyKax HeOOJIbIIyI0 IMIKATYIIKY.

“ITo-ITomanu MeHs! 4 oTnaM rocymapCTBeHHY!O neyaTs. C Hell, MOsI CTpaHa CTaHeT TBoeu. B-Bor
[IoYyeMy, IoxKaJyucra...”

OH 00paTHIICS KO MHE CO C/le3aMH Ha Iia3ax.
XHI0KY C yIUBIIEHKEM CMOTpesia Ha Hero. OHa momHsiia 06e PyKy U CHoasiach.

“¢l cyuTalo, UTO CTPaHa MOXKET CYyIIeCcTBOBaTh U 0e3 He€. X0polllo, I03xKe mepenam e€ Konnapa-KyHy,
MHTEPECHO, CMOTYy JI sl UCII0/Ih30BaTh €€ [JIsT KaKoro Hubymb o6MaHa? f HEMHOTO IIOIePXKY €€ y
cebs.”

CkazaB 3T0, OHa CJleTKa Imoadpocuia e€, moiMara 1 CIpsiTana 3a CIHUHY.
“...Kak Hacuét moel XKu3Hu?”

CkasaB 3T0, KOPOJIb I1ajl HUI[, yOAapXUBIIKCh I'0JI0BOM 00 10jI. XHWIOKK X0JI0OHO TOCMOTpPesIa Ha
OLIENIOMJIEHHOTO Mapyzno, HO TOT JIMIIh IIOXKaJ IjleYaMy, II0Ka3kBasi, YTO pelleHne 9TOro Bompoca
ocTaBnseT ed. OHa B3[OXHYIA.

“¢l crpllIana, YTO Ballla IepCcoHa OblJla HEMHOTO JIy4Ille, HO ¥ He CKaXy, He CKaXky, YTO Bbl MEHS He
pa3oyapoBai ...XaX, BpeMs OT BpeMeHH, 3TOT XKaJIKUM B3I 0CBexkaeT. —Hy, medaTs rocygapcTBa
- OUEeHb IleHHas Bellb.”

[Tocre 3TUX CJIOB, TEI0 KOPOJIS APOXKAJ0, OH HEOOHOKPATHO ITPOCHUI COXPAHUTL MYy KHU3Hb U CHOBA
6opMoTas, 4To-To 6eccBSI3HOE. YBUIEB 3Ty KapTUHY, XUIOKHU IT0CTIaia eMy CBOM 0e3pas3fiuyHbIY,
TOTPSICEHHBIN U MMPEe3PUTEIIbHBINA B3TJISAM, a IOCJIe IoXKaja MIeYaMH.

“¢ monrMalo. KaxeTcs, HeT HUKaKOM I[eHHOCTH, 3ab1upaTh TBOIO T'OJIOBY B 9TOM MecTe. 4 u barposas
Vimnepus He OyoyT BMEIINBATHCS.”

“—0-00000x...!!"
[Tocrne 3TUX CJIOB Y KOPOJIb CBEPKHYJI HAJIEXKOM.

“...IloaTOMY g OCTaBIIIO BCE Ha rpaXkfaH 3TOM CTpaHHL. [locie 3TOro Mbl OTIIPaBHMMCS Ha IJIOMIafdb
nepey KOpPOoJIeBCKKUM OBOPLIOM. MHTepecHO, Kak rpaxmaHe OyoyT cymuTh Bac? ...Hy, Tak Kak BHI
yIpaBisieTe CTPaHOU, U IO PagylTCd TOMY, KaKas y HUX IIpeKpacHas XK1U3Hb, OHU [JOJI2KHEI
MOIaguTh Bac.”



[TockombKy €€ c1oBa OBITM 9KBUBAJIEHTH CMEPTHOMY IIPUTOBOPY, JIULIO KOPOJISI CHOBA ITOKPHIIOCH
oryasinueM. OH OTPUIIATEIHLHO KayaJsl T'0JI0BOM, MEITasCh cOekKaTh OTCIONA, HO Mapyno CXBaTHUII €ro 3a
meto0. [TeITasich BEIPBATHCS, OH Pa30phI3ruBal CIE3LL U CJIIOHU, CJIOBHO MaJleHbKU peOEHOK.

“IlenCTBUTENIBHO YPOOIUBEIA. —IeHrau.”

OTBeyast Ha 3TOT 30B, U3 I'PyAX XUIOKU HayaJld BLITUBATHCS Cabble YaCTHUIEI CBETA U COOUPATHCS
PSIOM C Heli; 3aTeM PSOOM C Hell TOSIBUJICS 30JI0TOM phILaph.

“—Ila. Brl 3Banu meHs, [Ipuniecca?”
XUI0OKM TIOBEPHYJach K TeHraio, KOTOPHIN ITOKJTOHUIICS.

“W3BUHY, HO TH OCTABUIIL €70 Ha Inoilaau nepen Koponesckoro [IBopiia? —Aax, BEIXO[ ITEPEKPHIT,
JIOMa¥ T7ie X04ellb, 9T0 He Oyne npobiemoini. [1o3xke 00bsICHYU COOpaBIIMMCS TpaXkaaHaM, YTO MbI
Iay UM 3Ty Bellb [IJIS TOT0, YTOOR OHM CHeJIalu C Hel TO, YTO XOTST.”

CrOKOMHBIM TOHOM, KaK OyATO OHa TOBOPHIIA IIPO O0RIYHEIE, 00EMEeHHEIe OTXOOH, YKa3aja Ha KOpoJis,
KOTOPBIN BCE €Ilé COIPOTUBIISIICS.

“Xoporo.”

TeHrait CHOBa MTOKJIOHUJICS, 3aTEM CXBATHUJI KOPOJIS 3a €0, OTHSB ero y Mapyno u HeOpexKHO
TIOTAIITHIT eTo.

“Hert, HeeeeeeeeeT. UYT-UTO0 TH coOMpaeNbCs CoenaTbh CO MHOO000000H—!!!”
“MBbI HUUETro He caenaeM. A BOT Hapo[ TBOeU CTpaHHl, cAoenaeT.”

X0oTsi KOPOJIb He MOT €€ CIIBIIIaTh, XHUIOKM OTBETHUIa €My, II0CJie TOT0, KaK OH MCYe3 U3 IIOA3eMHOI0
ToHHessA. OHa IOBepHYyJack K Mapymo, KOTOPBIYA MOJida CTOSI.

“...Iloxoxe, 4TO MEePBLIM IPUHI] ¥ KOPOJIh laXKe He IPHU3HaIK TeOs 0 IOCIeqHero MOMEeHTa. XOTS UX
IIOJYMHEHHEIE TTPU3Hau.”

“IIonKeH U 51 9YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s51 CUACT/IMBLIM UJIK I'PYCTHEIM, 3TO CJI0XKHAS Belllb, HO 3TO IBJISETCS
pe3yJIbTaToOM BCET0 3TOr0.”

OrmnsgpmeBIIUCh IO CTOPOHAM, TPYIIH 0(HIIEPOB U IIePBOT0 MIPUHIIA, KOTOPHIE JIeKaJd B TOA3EMHOM
TOHHeNH, Mapyno paBHOAYIIHO OTBETUII Ha €€ Bompoc. OH pa3MaxuBajl CBOMM MEYOM, CTHPAJT KalljIu
KPOBHU ¥ BEPHYJI UX B HOXKHEI.

“Temniepsb g coOupaloCch nepenaTs 9Ty nedats Konnapa-kyH. —Hy g mymato, OH MeHsI BO3HEHaBU[INUT,
9TO TOYHO"

XuI0KH, TIOJABJIsiIs CBOE XUXUKAHbE IIPEICTABIIsAIA CIEeHY, KaK OHa MepefaéT eMy roCyIapCTBEeHHYIO
TIeYaTh.

“B aToM cny4ae, 1 3aKaHUMBal CBOU fAefla TyT.”
“XmMMM. Ox, MBI 3aKOHYUITH 90 MPOIEHTOB CBOUX eJl, YTOOh Te0e OBINIO JIerye CIpaBUThCS.”

Mapyno mon4a KuBHYJ. OH IPOAOJIXKUIL UATHA B CTOPOHY KOPOJIEBCKOT'O BOpLIA. YBUMEB €ro, XUIOKU
IIOBEPHYJIAch Ty[a OTKyAa MpHUIIa.



BuuMaHnue! 3TOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ HE TOTOB.

Ero craTyc: nepeBop pemakTupyeTcs
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