— 0x... — BEITHPAA CO n0a 1orT, YCTaJI0 BBRIOJOXHYJIA IIPHUHIIEeCCa.

OHa oTmIATHYJACh Ha3aj OT IhefleCTalla U faja BOIIO 4YyBCTBaM. E€ mbIxaHMe y4aCTUIIOCh, @ PYKU
Haydaau ApoxKaTh. Eil OBIIO MO-HACTOSIIIEMY CTPAIIHO, Be[lb ec/ii Obl OHA COBEPIIUa XOTh MaJleHIIyio
OTIJIOIIIHOCTD, TO IIPOHM30IIest Ob B3pHIB. HO OHA CIIpaBuIacCh.

— Xa-a-a... — 110 eé TeJly IpOIUIa KPYIHAs NPOXKE OT IEPEKUTOr0 CTPecca.

Horu pmeByIKu He BeIOEPKAH, TOTKOCUINCH, ¥ OHA TojieTeNla BHU3. OHA y2Ke TOTOBUJIAChH
CTOJIKHYTBCSI C TBEPABLIM XOJIOMHBIM IT0JIOM, HO BMECTO 3TOTO JIEBYIIKA YTOAKIIA B YbU-TO KPEIIKUE,
mobsmue o6bATUS. AleNMHa TTOAHSA B3I U YBU[IENa, YTO OHA JIEXKUT B 00bATUSIX KpucTuaHa,
KOTOPBIY HEXKHO IPUKUMAJ e€ K cebe, CJIOBHO OparolleHHOe U XPYIIKOe COKPOBHUIIIE.

— BrI Mos1O7e™, IMpuHIieCCa, — C TEIJIOTOH B T'OJI0CE IIPOMOIJIBHIIA CemneHa, 4yeM O4YeHb YOUBHUIIa BCEX
IMPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX. Bnpoqu, MacCKa CHeXHOU KOPOJIeBEl BMUT' BHOBE BEPHYJIACH Ha IIPpeXKHEE MECTO.

— Jla! — Havyana aKTUBHO KHMBaTh Xpulla. — # OB TaK TOYHO He cMora! Tw cracia Bcex Hac!

— Cnacu60... — I'epoii TOMOT ITPUHIIECCE TTOMHSTHCS.

— W 9TO HaM Temeps C 3TUM OeflaTh? — JJelH 6043MUBO TKHYJa U3/aneKa MaJbuuKoM II0
KPUCTAJIIY.

— 3abepém ¢ coboit, — yBepeHHO 3asiBuia JI9#H, — ero Hejab3st OCTABISATh 37€Ch.

KoponeBckuii KTMHOK B3si71a ajiMa3 00eMMH PyKaMU U 4yTh IPUIOAHSA ero. Baopyr Kpuctuan
CopBaJCcs C MecTa U cxBaTun pyku CeseHsl, 3ahUKCAPOBaB UX Ha MecTe. JI3liH, IOHUMasd, C KaKou
BEINbI0 OHU Celuac UrpaloT, mofgaBuia B cebe pa3mpaxenue. E€ B30ecuno, uto A66amoH Tak
OeCKyNIbTYpPHO JOTPOHYJICS IO HEE, HO ['epoii, MoxkeT ObITh, M 03a004YEHHEIN YeI0BEK, OMHAKO TOYHO
He TJIyIIbIN.

— YTO CAy4Yunocs? — X0JI0OHO CIpocuia JISHH.

— ITox KpuUCTaAIOM HaXkKMMHAs IIJIUTa, — KpUCTHAH BRITISAEN 0UEHb CEePhE3HBIM.

IIeBylIKa CKOCHIIA B3TJISIT HAa MhelecTall ¥ JeMCTBUTENIBHO YBUela, KaK YTO-TO Ha TOBEPXHOCTH
cnerka nmpunopHsnock. OHa 4yTh He omJoiasna. Ecnu 6wl He I'epoif, TO KTO 3HAET, YTO OBl
npou3onuio? OHa He 3aMeTuIa IOCIeIHIO JIOBYIIKY, TPpeqHAa3HAYEeHHYIO /IS yKe PacCIa0uBIINXCS
BTOP2KEHIIEB, KOTOPEIE SIBHO HE 0XKHUAAIOT ITOMIBOXa B CAMOM KOHIIE. JT0 eé mpoBai. OHa Kak
TEJIOXPAHUTEJh TPUHIIECCH, KaK HOCUTENb TUTYJa «KOpomeBCKuil KITMHOK» [OJIZKHA OblJIa 3aMETHUTh
JIOBYIIIKY...



— IlaBali MBI €€ Me[JIEHHO OIYCTUM Ha3af? — HEPBHO mporoBopus Kpucruas.

JIaiiH B 0TBET KuBHY/Ma. OHU MeOJIEHHO OITyCTUIN KPUCTaJI 00paTHO M 3aTauiu AbixaHue. CeKyHIbI
Ka3aJIUCh [JId TPyl BeYHOCThI0. OHU, COBCEM 3a0bIB, KaK HYKHO ABIIIATh, MOJIUIIACH BCEM OoraM.
Y onu ux ycmeimany. [Tocnie AByX OOATUX CEKYH[ IPyIia CMOTJia 00er4eHHO BBIOOXHYTh. JIOBYIIKa
He cpaboTara.

[TomaBneHnHas cBoei Heymauel CeleHa B3TJIgHYJAa Ha pagocTHOro KpucTtuana. Eit Hy>KHO XOT$ OBl
nmobarogapuThk ero. OH TOIBKO YTO CIIAaC UX, ¥ KaK OBl TapeHb HU OBITT €M IPOTUBEH, OH BCE-TAKH
XOPOIINH 4eJI0BEK U 3aCNyKHUJI 671arogapHOCTE.

— KpucTtuan, — O70HOWH, XKPpUIla ¥ IPUHIIECCa HAMPATIKNCh. HevacTo JISHH HA3KBAET €T0 110 UMEHH,
— cracubo.

— Jla 4yero TH? — HEPBHO XMBIKHYJ KpHC, KOTOPBIN FOTOBUJICS MOJTYYUTh HAarOHSN, a He
6maromapHoCcTh. — MbI KOMaHfa, CelleHa, TH BCETIa MOXKEIb II0JI0XKUTHCS Ha MeHsI, — KaXeTCsl, OH
3aMeTUJI CTPaHHBIY OJlecK, IPOMENIbKHYBIIN Ha CEKYHAY B IJ1a3ax JeBYLIKU.

— M=l He MOK€eM OCTaBUTh TaKyI0 Bellb 30ech! HaM Hy:KHO mpuayMaTh croco0, Kak 3abpaTh €€, — He
MeHbllle CeleHBl 0 CUTyalluy NepexuBajia AgennHa.

OHa KaK IPHHIIeCCa KOPOJIeBCTBA JIeTX3iHa OIKHA ITOJIHOCTHIO B3STh Ha Ce0s BCI0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH
3a MOCTaBKY OPAroIleHHOTO KaMHS ObsIBOJIOB. ECM anMa3 momaféT He B Te PyKH, TO 3TO MOXKET
IIPUBECTH K KaTacTpode, KOTOPYI0 OHA He CMOTJjIa MpenoTBpaTuTh! UTo TOrga o Hei MOAyMaroT OTell,
MaTh 1 nmogaHHbe?! OHa XkKe 0I030PUT BCI0 KOPOJIEBCKYI0 ceMbio! HaBepHsiKa y oTiia mpubaBUTCS
mpo0iieM, KOTa BCe MPO3HAT O MMOA3eMHOM TOPOMe, ¥, YTOO MUHUMHU3UPOBATh PEIyTalluOHHEIH
ymap, AmenuHa JOJIKHA BRITAIIUTh KPUCTAJT Ha TIOBEPXHOCT.

— He BOHHYﬁCH, ApenvHa, — XJIaOHOKPOBHO CKa3all KpI/ICTI/IaH, KOTOpBIfI B MAHHBIM MOMEHT TOYHO
OBLT Ha KOHe, — Y M€H4 e€CTh IIJIaH.

KpucTuH Hava MPEITaTh 10 PA3HOUBETHEIM HaXKUMHEIM IIJTUTAM Ha 3eMIie K Bhixomy. OH mphIran
YBEpPEHHO 1 ObICTPO. Braromapsi CBoei MPUPOIHOM JIOBKOCTH OH HOBOJIBHO GBICTPO J0OPAICS M0
BBIXOZIA, B35JI HA PYKM YBECHUCTHIM OYNbIXKHUK ¥ TaK e BEPHYJCS 00paTHO K mbegectany. CeneHa
Cpa3y CMeKHYyJIa IiaH napHs. OHa IMOJI0XKUIIa PYKH Ha KPUCTAJIT ¥ IPUHSJIACh KAaTh OJIOHAWHA.

['epoii BcTam HaMpOTHUB AeBYIIKY. OH MOYTH BIJIOTHYIO MPUOIU3UI OYIBIXKHUK K KPUCTAJTY, TIOCTE
yero CeneHa MITHOBEHHO yOpasia ajiiMa3, a lTapeHb, 3aXKMYPHUBIINCh, CHHXPOHHO C HallapHUIEH
TIOCTaBMI OYIBIKHUK Ha MECTO JparoleHHOro KaMHs. Kpuc 605371MB0 MPUOTKPELI T'1a3a u... Huuero
He ciayuyunock! OH cHOBa 00JIeTYeHHO BBIIOXHYJI, ONEPEBIINCEH 00 MbeecTal.

— Kpuc! — HampeIrHysa Ha mapHs OpUHIEcca, YToOw 00HATh ['eposi. — V Tebs momydunocs!



— Hemnoxo, — COEepPXKaHHO KMBHYJIA Cenena, paCCMaTpHuBasda ajiMas.

— MonopyrHa! — BOCKIMKHYJIa Xpulla. — Ho TONBKO 1 HUUEro He cheraa... — OrOPYEeHHO
3aKOHYMJIa OHA, IOBECUB T'OJIOBY.

— OnelH, ecnu OBl HE THI ¥ TBOSI Marusl, TO MBI OBl He CMOTJIM TaK [aJIeKo 3aiTH, — OTBET KpucTHaHa
He 3aCTaBuI ce0d XIOaTh.

— WMeHHoO, JnelH, — nonxBaTuiaa AfenrHa, — MBI CMEJI0O MUHUMCS Bnepéx[, 3Had, 9TO ThI BCETrga
CMOKelIb ITOOJIEYUTh UJIN YCUIIATE HAaC C IIOMOIIIBIO MaTruu CBETA.

— C-cmtacu6o0... — pacmibiach B ynbibka ['eBeT, BRITUPas KallelbKU CJIE3 CHACThS.

— IaBaiiTe mOOBICTPEE BHIOMPATHLCS OTCIOMA.

Brifinst u3 3maHust, KOMaHOa yBUAesa YINBUTEIbHYI0 KAPTUHY: HEKOT'Ia XJIagHBIA TPYII JeBOYKH C
IIepepe3aHHBIM I'OPJI0 CHfIeNla Ha KOJIEHSX ¥ CMOTPeJia B ITOTOJIOK C OTKPHITBIM U UCIIAYKAHHBIM B
KpoBH pTOM. OXKHUBIIKE TPYII MOBEPHYJIA T'OJIOBY B MX CTOPOHY ¥ 3aCThIIa. B €€ pa3HOIIBETHHIX I'Ta3ax
BHUJIeNIach HacTosIee 6e3ymue. [lepen HUMY CITOBHO HAXOMUIICS OUKUH ¥ OEIIEHBIN 3BEPD, Ubs IEITh
BOT-BOT COPBETCS.

CerneHa BHITAIIMIIA KJIMHOK ¥ IIPUTOTOBUIACH K 6010. OHa coOupasnachk HamacThk epBoi, HO KpucTtuau
omépHYyT eé Ha3af. BIoHoWH MOJHSI mepen cob0¥ PyKH U Havall MeJIeHHO MTOAXONUTh K TeBOYKeE.
[ITar 3a maroM, METP 3a METPOM OH aKKypPaTHO K He¥ mpuOnuXKaics, CTapsiCh HE CIIPOBOIIMPOBATh
HE3HAKOMKY.

— Twuxo... Tuxo... — Ha4aa OH IIENTaTh, KOTMa UX Pa3dellsaiy XKaJlkKiue CeMb I1aroB. — Bcé xoporitio,
OEeBOYKa...

HeoxumaHHO HE3HAKOMKA COpPBAJIach C MeCTa ¥ HaOPOCHUIIach Ha MapHSs, IIPEOI0JIeB PACCTOSTHIE
MeXIy HUMH 3a MTHOBeHMe oka! OHa JIerko MmoBaJinjia IMIOKUPOBAHHOTO OJIOHAWHA Ha 3€MJTI0 U
HavaJja IfapanaTh ero 0e3yIpedyHoe ¥ KPpaCHBOE JIKII0 C KPUKaMHu:

— MHe pgBafamath TpU rojal!! — eé romoc MoXKHO OBIIIO YCIIBIIIATE AaXKe B BepxHeM ropopge. — A HE
OTEBOYKA!!! — ucromso 3akpryasna OHa, paCKUHYB PYKU, UCIIauKaHHEIE B CBOEY KPOBHU, B CTOPOHHI.

KpucTraH, BOCIIOIb30BABIIKUCH CUTYAI[El, CXBATHJI Bpara 3a HarpyOHUK U MOATSHYN K cebe, pe3ko
BcTaBasi. OH CMayHO BMa3as ei JI00M B HOC, a 3aTeM OTTONKHYJ OT ce0s MOLTHKEIM yIapoM B JIHIIO.
IeByIlKa mepeKaTuIach Ha CIIMHe, BCTaBas Ha HOTH, ¥ CHOBa moOexasna Ha Kpuctuana. OHa OyOTo
He ITOYyBCTBOBaJIa ymapa mapHs!



Bpar mokprinics TEMHO-KPACHOM aypoi ¥ Ha 6ery momo6past eIMHCTBEHHEIH IeJIbIH TOIOPUK, KOTOPBIM
OHa cobHupasiack TPUKOHYUTH OJIOHOMHA, HO... [IeByIIIKa 110 IOpore He YCTOs/Ia Ha HOrax ¥ ymasa.
[ToueMy-TO HOTH TIEPECTAIN €€ HOPMAJIbHO CIyLIaThcsl. HeyKenu oHa elré He BOCCTAaHOBUIIACH ITOCTIE
IIOBPeXOeHMs II03BOHOYHHUKA? BripoueM, Oepcepkepiiia coBceM He oOpaTuiia Ha 3TO BHUMaHKue. OHa
BCTasla 1 mobexkaJsia fajbllle Ha BaTHHIX HOTaX. E#f X0Tenoch TONhKO yOUBaTh, yOUBaTh U 1€ pas3
yOuBaTh, YTOOH M30aBUTHCS OT JIUIIKOTO YYBCTBA yKaca IMepel HEM3BECTHLIM PHI[APEM B YEPHBIX
mocrexax.

K atomy Bpemenu KpucTtuaH, MOKPHITHI aypoi, y2Ke yCIIell OJTHOCTBIO TPUTOTOBUTHCS K 0010. Bpar
Halas Ha apHA B OellleHOM TeMIle. XaoTH4HbIe U OeCCUCTeMHbIe aTaKU AepKa/li apHs B TITyX0H
o0opoHe. B oguH MOMEHT OH CyMeJI OTBECTH aTaKy B CTOPOHY ¥ BOH3UTh KaTaHY B TEJIO HEBYLIKH...
KoTopast HUKaK Ha 3TO He mpopearupoBasa. OHa IIarHya BIepEn, emé 0omblle HacaXuBas ce0s Ha
Med, ¥ TIoMbITanack oTpyouTts ['epoio pyky. K cyacThlo, mocneqHuit BOBpeMs CpearupoBa u
OTIPHITHYJT Ha3afl, OCTABJISAs CBOM MeY TOPYaTh B JKUBOTE Bpara.

Opuako Gepcepkepiiia He cobupanach MPOCTO TakK OTIycKaTh A6OagoHa. OHa BHOBL PBaHyJIa BIEDPES,
BOT TOJIbKO e Hamepepes Bhia CeeHa, MOKPHITAS aypoil. Bpar MHCTUHKTUBHO CTYIIHJIA BOOK,
IIPOIIyCKasi MUMO KOJIIOIIMI BHITIA U3SIIHON panuphl. Kasanock 651, certyac JI9¥H IOTHOCTHIO
OTKpBITA, HO B CJIEYIONIYIO CEKYH/Y, OHA JIOBKO YBEPHYJIACh OT I'PSI3HOTO JIE3BUS TOMOPUKA. XOTS U
ell IPUIIIOCh YUTU B 000POHY, UTOOHI BEIKAATh JIyYIINi MOMEHT [JIs KOHTpaTaKu, COBCEM KakK
coenan Kpuctuas. Terneps oHa 3HaeT, 4To OepcepKepiiia MOXKeT UTHOPHPOBATh 00JIb, YTO MOKET
CHITPATh €M Ha PYKY.

JIs¥iH mopAramana uaeanbHbIM MOMEHT A7 HacTymaeHus. OHa MarHysia Ha3afl, IPOMyCTUB Mepef
co00¥ TOIIOPUK, a 3aTeM MIHOBEHHO COBEPIIMIIa IPSMOM BhHIIIA[ Me4YoM Biepén. KIMHOK MmpoIen
MeXy JIe3BHeM TOIopa ¥ JPEeBKOM, CTPEMsSICh ITOPa3uTh I'1a3 Bpara. Ho Bpar, OBUXKUMEIN Oe3yMueM
Y UHCTUHKTAMU YOUUIIEI, BHITYCTHIIA U3 PYK CBOE OPYyXKHe, a 3aTeM HBIPHYJIa BIEPE, IO Parupy
Cenensl. B utore meu JIaWH 3a1enus IUlllb IIJIEM Bpara, a caMa OHa IIpoTapaHuiia I1e40M
TEJIOXPAaHUTEJIbHUILY, TOBAJIUB €6,

Bepcepkepiia cobupanack IOIUTh AEBYIIKY I'PAioM YAapoB, OOHAKO el TOMelIlast TOTOK OTHS,
KOTOPBIY MTOTJIOTUIT BCIO TOJIOBY ¥ BEPXHIOI YaCTh KopIyca. Bpar 3aopas ot 6011, 0TX0As MOfaIbIIe
ot CeseHsl, HO Jaxe 9TO He CMOTJIO OCTAHOBUTE €€ HaMoJIro. B Kakoi-To MOMEHT GepcepKepiia
Hao00pOT pBaHy/la Ha Maru4ecKuy MOTOK OTHS U cOuna ¢ Hor Agenuny. O0oxkxKéEHHas, 6e3yMHas
IIeBYILKA XOTeJIa OTKYCUTh IIPUHIIECCE BCE MAJIbILL, YIIN U faXe HOC. BOT TOJIBKO e CHOBa
TIOMEILaTH.

CerneHa BOH3UJIa Bpary pamydpy TOYHO B IIEHTP I'PYOH, CHUMAs CyMacCILIe/IIyio ¢ IPUHIlecCH. K3-3a
MUHUATIOPHBEIX pa3MepoB Oepcepkepinu CeyeHa JIETKO IIPUTBO3uUIA Ty K 3eMJie HETIOAAEKY OT
Apenuubl. KprcTtuaH mopn0exai K COPOTUBIIAIONIECs 0e3yMHOM [IeBYIIKe, BEITAIIAI U3 €€ KHUBOTA
KaTaHy U IPOTKHYJI €l0 KUCTh Bpara, TeM caMbIM (uKcupys e€. To XKe mpopenana 1 JI3iH, BHTAIIUB
pamnupy 13 Ipyau.

Korpa cymacuieniryio IpurBo3nuiy K 3emie, CeyleHa cejla Ha JeBYIIKY, CXBaTUla Ty 3a
OKDPOBaBJIEHHYIO IIIe10 ¥ HayaJsa [0IpoC:



— I'me CunbBus JIsiiH! — HaKOHEI[ OHA 3ajiajia CaMbId BOJIHYIOIIMI I He€ BOIIPOC.

— AXAXAXAXAXA!!l — cmesimack Oepcepkepina, miosck Kpoebio. — 3SAYEM TEBE MOSA
CECTPEHKA?!

— Yo TH cKazana?.. — CeneHa He 3Haja, Kak pearupoBaThs Ha CJIOBa CYMaCHIeJIHlefI.

— OHA BEPOCUIJIA TEBA! X HAIIIJIA HOBYIO CEMbBIO CPETU HAC! Thl IYMAEIID, 1 COIAM
CBOIKO CECTPEHKY?! JA 4 JIVUIIE COOXHY!!!

— l'oBopu! I'me mMos cectpa?! — BIepBEIe 3a f0AT0e BpeMs JISiH MOBLICUTIA TOJI0C. B e€ rpyau
Havaja 3aKUIaTh SIPOCTE.

— OHA TOBOPHUJIA MHE, YTO Thl EM HE HY2KHA! OHA TOBOPHUJIA, YTO BOJIBIIE HE JIKOBUT
TEB! ThI BLIJIA Y2KACHOH U CJIABOM CECTPOH, [TO3TOMY OHA U ITPUCOEOMHUIIACE K
HAM!

— 3aTkHuCh! — CeJieHa €O BCel CUIbl yaapuia 6epcepKepiry.

— KAK XKE CJIABO! — a oHa u BOBCe He moyyBcTBOBasa ygap. — AU C TAKUMU CUJIAMU ThI
XOYENIb BEPHYTH CUJIBBHUIO?! Thl HE CMOXKEIIL! OHA K TEBE HUKOI'TA HE BEPHETCA,
TIOTOMY YTO ThI EM HE HYXKHA!!!

— 3atkHuch! 3aTKHUCH! 3aTKHUCH!

He B cunax ycroKouTh OyIIyIOIIyIO 3710CTh, CelleHa Havyasia MOJIOTUTE Bpara. OHa BKJlafibiBaja B
yIaphl BCe CBOU YyBCTBa U nepexuBanusi. OHa Jaxe He 3aMeTHIa, KaK Ha e€ Ijia3ax MOSIBUIIUCH
cné3nl. Heyxenu oHa meNCTBUTEILHO HE CMOXKET BEepPHYTh CeCTpPEHKY? OHa U BIpaBAy Oblyla yKaCHOM
cectpoi? C KaXIbIM YAapoM JIMIIO cyMacleniei qe¢opMrpoBaochk Bce 6omblme u O0bIle, IToKa
OHO He NIPeBPaTUJIOCh B KPOBABYIO Kallly.

ITox koHelr, korma CeneHa 6oyee-MeHee BBITYCTHIIA ITAp, OHA CO3ajla B PYKe C ITOMOIITbI0 Maruu
OCTPYIO COCYJIbKY ¥ BOH3MIIa €€ B I'Nla3 6epcepKepIly, 3afieBasi Ipyu 9TOM U MO3T. JI3iH YyBCTBOBAJa
ce0s1 TOJTHOCTBIO OMYCTOMEHHOM. OHa HAaKOHEeI] CMOTJIa IaTh BOJII0 CKOMUBIITMMCS 3MOIMSIM, HO OT
CJIOB Bpara e CTaJio TOJIBKO XyKe U TSIKKO Ha myIe. Eé 3ammakaHHOe JTUI0 HAaKOHEIl TOKa3kIBaJu
3MOLIUU — 3MOLUYU I'PYCTH ¥ TITyOOKOH IIeYay.

— CerneHa... — KTO-TO 00HSJI IEeBYIIKY CO CIIMHBI ¥ 3aKJIOYUJI B TeIIble 00bsATUSA. — MEI C TOOOH. ..
ME&1 00s3aTeIbHO TOMOKeM Tebe HalTH TBOIO CECTPY, — ILelTasla el Ha yxo OelH ['eBerT.

— Mz He 6pocum Tebs1, CeneHa, — yBepeHHO 3asiBun KpuctuaH, — Mbl 00513aTeIbHO BEPHEM
CHUIBBHUIO.



— CerneHa, TH BCerma MOXKEeIb TOJT0KUTHCS Ha Hac, — AfenuHa o0HsIa 000UX IeBYIIEK, — BEOb MBI
OpPY3bsi.

— Crmacwub6o... Crmacub6o...

— 4 cMOTpIO, BH YK€ 3aKOHYUIIH...

KomaHnpga ['epos B3T/ISIHY/IM B CTOPOHY ¥ YBUAEIHN UAYIIYIO K HUM 3HAKOMYIO Pa300WHUILY, Yer OOCIIeX
¥ [lake BOJIOCH! OBbITU TOJTHOCTHIO BEIMA3aHH! B KEJITHIX BHYTPEHHOCTSIX apaXHUMIOB.

— He cnpamuBaiiTe, — omepenuia OHa UX BOIIPOC, — y MeHs ObUH 60Jiblie MPOo6IeMBl C TayKaMH. ..
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