['nmaBa 4
«BbBaxaxaxa! Bumenu ObI BB CBOE JUII0!» - XMBIKHYJT HOKTOP MepKypHH.
«Huyero cMemHoro» - pa3gpaxeHHo oTpe3arn 9 .

«O Het! [IeBIHOCTOCEMUJIETHUY CTAPUK IIBITAETCI 3aK0JIOTh MeHs! UYTo MHe fenaTth?!» - MepKypuu
M30eBaTeIbCKU CKYIHIIL.

«MHe HUKOT[a paHblle He yrpoxanu! ¢ 3ananukoBai!» - BOCKIUKHY [I9H. Hero nuie BHICTYIIUI
JIETKUU PyMSsIHeI.

HokTop npeHe6pexRUTENbHO QLIPKHYI: «HecMoTps Ha Balle [UKOE IOBEJEHNE, Mbl YCTAHOBUIIA
6a30BHIM YPOBEHD BAIlIUX CIIOCOOHOCTEN."

Y IIsHa 3aropenucsk rina3a. Cunsl! OH MOgaBUII €llle OJWH PAJOCTHHIN BOILTh.
«41 MOTy TenemopTUpPOBaTLCA!» - TOpHa0 0OBSIBHUII OH.

«Ha?» - cipocun MepKypuu.

II5H ToMoI4ant.

«...JJa?» - KpOTKO CIIPOCHJI OH.

«Torga maBaiTe» - JOKTOp MepKypui yKa3all Ha 3aKPHITYIO ABEPSD, - « TenenopTupyuTech Hapyxky. B
KOPULOp, 3aMeThbTe, a He B KOCMOC»

«A...» - [IaH 3aMep. On HepeBéH B3rjidAn C CEPEE3HOT0 JIMIla JOKTOPA Ha OBEPE.

JlagHo, [I9H, HUYEro cTpamHoro. ITpocTo HeEOOIBIIIOE TPOCTPAHCTBEHHOE IIepeMeIrieHune. Y
peanbHOCTH Ha TeOsd HUYero HeT, mpusTesib. OH 3aKpPHUI I'1a3a, MBITasCh BCIOMHUTE TO YYBCTBO,
KOTOPOE KCIILITHIBAI PaHbIlle, YYBCTBO TYIIOW IIOKOPHOCTHU, IPUHATHUS U coxXaleHusi. OH mpefacTaBui
ce0st CTOSIIITUM 3a OBEPbI0, CTOSIIUM B IJIMHHOM ITYCTOM KOPHOOPE.

OH mpenmnoyen Obl OBITH TaM.

[Tpomio MrHOBEHUE, U [I9H BHITJISHYI U3-TI0L BeK. Ero IpuBeTCTBOBaIO OOJIBIIOE OKHO, BHIXOOAIIEE
Ha HenTyH. OH CTOSJI B KOPUAOPE, UMEHHO TaM, I'le U IIpefcTasiisiil. [IBeps I03agy HEr0 CKOJIb3HYIa
B CTOPOHY, MepKypuu BHIIIIE]], II0YeChiBas I'OJIOBY.

«f myman, y BaC HU4Eero He BEIUJET» - CMYIIEeHHO Npu3Hanca Mepkypui, - «Monogei»
IlaH mIpocus.

«TenemopTalus - pegkas ClIoCOOHOCTh» - TPOJOJIKAJ AOKTOP, - «[103:Ke HaM IPUAETCS ITPOBEPUTH
Ballli BO3MOXKHOCTH, HO BHI OJIETHI, TaK YTO, OUEBUIHO, MOXKeTe OpaThb Belu ¢ cob6o. TeXHOIOoTus
HEIIOMePHO HOoporas, Jaxe s MeHs. BO3M0XKHO, BBl MOTJIA OBl ITOJTYYUTh IPUIUYHYIO paboTy B
KayeCcTBe Kypbepa Ha 3eMJie»

U BoOT Tak, xopoiue 4yBCTBa [[9Ha ObLIM U3THAHEL

«BepHO» - Me[IJIEHHO IIPOU3HEC OH, CJIerKa IIOMIaTEBasACh OT SMOIMOHAIBHOTO yapa XJILICTOM, -
«IIpyras 3emis. [Ipyroe usMepeHue»



OH moYyBCTBOBAJI T'OJIOBOKPYXKeHHUE: «f B KocMoce. ITO KOCMUYeCcKass CTAHLIUSI»
OH MOprHy7, Iisagd Ha JoKTopa MepKypusi.

«XM, 3TO 3aHsI0 O0bIlle BpEMEHH, YeM g AyMall» - MepKypuit KUBHYJ caM cebe, - «gu B oM u
IPUIIST, Manki. OTOCIuCh, Tebe CTAaHET IyYIle»

II9H OTKPHII POT, HO 00HAPYXKUJ, YTO y HEro HeT cioB. OH cfena HeCKOIbKO I1aroB B MEIUIIMHCKUH
OTCEK U PYXHYJI B KPECIIo.

MepKypuil HeJOBKO ITOXJIONAN ero o mninevy: «[1o3xe s npuHecy Tebe YTO-HUOYOb OECTb.
Bagpemuu. Crapaiics He oyMaTb»

IaH He coBceM pa3o6pain cioBa. OH CMYTHO Pa3/NMYUII 3BYK IIAT0B, TOTOM XJIOMHYJA OBEPE, ¥ IIOTOM
HU4Yero. TObKO OH, oguH. B KoMHaTe OBIIO THXO, HA CTAHIIMY - TUX0. HuKaKux BUOpPAIUil BOOJIb MTOJIA,
HUKAKOTO0 XKYkKKaHHUS Ha 3alHEM IIJlaHe, TOJIbKO 3allaX aHTHCEITHKA U 3BYK ero COOCTBEHHOTO
nbixaHus. Ilocne 1enoi XKuU3HU B TOPOfe TUIIKMHA Oblla pe3de, YeM 4To-Tubo ele.

Kyma memock ero BonHeHue? Pa3Be 9TO He TO, YETO OH XOTEJI, 0 Y4EM MeuTaJjl Korga-To? ['paHIn03Hoe
IPUKIIIOYEHKe, IITaHC OCTAaBUTh CBOH ciief? Pa3Be OH He MOJIXKEeH Mpa3gHoBaTh? Teneph OH OB
cBobomeH. Ero o0si3aTenbCTBa CTEPTHI, €0 MPOIIIIoe Imepe3anyineHo. OH MOT CTaTh TEM, KEM XOTell,
menaTh TO, 4To XoTesl. OH moJKeH ObITh cYacTIuB. OH X0Ten OBITH CYACTIIUBEIM.

BmecTo 3TOT0 OH NUIIL ITPEACTABIISIII CBOIO VIOTHYIO, XOTS ¥ CTapylo, KBapTupy. OH MeuTas 0 CBOeH
KOM(OPTHOM, X0TS U CKy4yHOU paboTte. OH IpefcTaBsl cebe CBOI0 KPaCUBYIO, XOTS ¥ HEMHOT'O
3abuTtyio noapyry. OH BCTIOMHUHAJ TO, UTO ITOTEPSIIIL.

Ero TIOPa3uII0 KaK0e-TO CTPAaHHOE 9YYBCTBO HETOOOBAHU . daHTacTuKa nrana. ITo HUYYTH HE JIy4Ile.

EMy X0T€eJIOCh CMEAThCs, HO OH MOT TOJIBKO IIJIaKaThb.

a1 uyBCcTBOBAJ cebs myuine. HUUTO Tak He 3aCTABUT II€PEOlIeHNBATh CBOE OTHOIIEHHE, KaK
pHIIaHUE MaJIeHbKOT0 pebeHKa. OYMCTHUB Pa3yM, OH OBIJT TOTOB BCTPETUTHCS JIMIIOM K JIHITY C HOBBIM
MHPOM, B KOTOPOM OH OKa3aJCs.

Hy u 4To, ecnu oH cky4aeT 1o gomy? OH MoXKeT HaiiTu ce0e HOBBIM noM! Hy 1 4TO, €Cli eTro OIBIT
paboTe! Tereps Oecmone3en? OH HANUIET HOBbIE BO3MOXKHOCTH B ipyroi o6nactu! Hy u 4To, ecinu oH
CKyu4aUl 1o cBoey meByiike? OH HaifeT cebe HOBYIO MOAPYyXkKKYy! Temeps y HETO CBEPXCIIOCOOHOCTH!

Kpome TOr0, JOKTOP CKasaj eMy, YTO IIOIacTh JOMOU IIOYTH HeBO3MOXKHO. [Toutu. Ecnu [IsHa
3aTallluid B 9TO U3MepeHHe, TO HaBepHIKa CyIeCTBYeT CIIoco0 BEPHYThCS. BCE, UTO eMy HYKHO
OBLJIO CIeIaTh, 9TO HAWTHU ero.

[TepBoe MecToO, KyZja OH OTIIPABUTCS 3a IIOMOIIbI0, OyAeT, Kak Obl eMy HU OblJla HEHaBUCTHA 3Ta UOes,
KocMuyeckuil Kopabmb Craki. [IoXuTHUTENb, KOTOPHEIY BEPHETE ero moMoi. [JoKTop MepKypuii
oTIpefieIeHHO TOBOPHII 0 Kopabie Tak, Kak OyATO OH OBbIT pa3yMHBIM.

Ecnu oH IPOBAIUTCS, TOTHA... HY, eMy HyKHO IIOZyMaTh O YEM-TO eIle. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO ObIa
BCeJIEHHAs CO CBEPXCHUIaMU (M eMy OYeHb HYKHO MOTYYUTh IMOAPOOHOCTH), MOMXKHEL Ke OBITh
danTactuueckue metombl! YepT, maxe OH MOT OHI...



OH MOT TeJemoPTUPOBATHCS.
0.
Ox.

9T0 OBLN Y2KACHBIM IIJIaH.

II9H 3aKpHUI T71a3a ¥ COCPenoTouuscs Ha qoMe. OH COCPEOOTOYHIICS Ha LIyMe CYeTSIIUXCS JII0MeH,
aBTOMOOUITBHAIX TYAKaX ¥ IPoOKaX, OH COCPEIOTOUMIICS Ha 3allaxe p:KaBUYMHH, Kpacku u cmora. OH
COCPeNOoTOYMIICS Ha OLIYIIeHUH BETPa B BO3OyXe, CONIHIIA Ha Julle ¥ OeTOHA ITOf HOTaMH.

OH x0TeJ OBITH TaM.
IIaH oTKpshin ra3a. OH Ha MecTe. [IpaBaa, 4TO-TO He Tak...

Hap HuM HaBHCaml ero MHOFOKBapTI/IpHBIfl ooM. 3HAaKOMBIN KpaCHbeI KUDPIIKNY YCIIOKaWBaJl I'Jla3a. A
OKHAa: OHU OBLIH CTEKJIAHHBEIMHU, KaK 1 02KU[OAJIOCh, HUKAKNX CBEPXBbECTECTBEHHEIX CYII€PMOIITHEIX
YMHBIX CTE€KOJI, COeJIaHHBIX U3 I'OJIOTPaMM.

Ho 3a HUMU BuCes 3HaK, U UMEHHO 3[1eCh HE CXOAUIIOChH.

"OTtens [Tupcon", - rmacuia HaAIUCh, ¥ 9TO He TO Ha3BaHKE, KOTOPOE OH MMOMHHUII. BIiojIHEe BO3MOXKHO,
YTO ero IaMsATh HEMHOT'O [TIOBPEOUIach BO BpeMs ITyTEIIIEeCTBUS 110 U3MEPEeHUusIM. MoxeT ObITh, OH He
JKUJ 3[eCh MOCIeqHue IITh J1eT. MoxkeT OBITh, OH KU B rocTuHUIlE. [IpekpacHo. CoBepIIeHHO
HOPMAJIbHO.

OH moIm€én BIepey, cTapasich He CBOOUTH I'/1a3 ¢ ABepei. OH CIIBIIIAN IIIyM MallliH 1mo3agu ceds,
YyBCTBOBAJI 3allaX CHIPOTO TOPOAICKOTO BO37yXa, HO TOJILKO I'la3a MOTJIM CKa3aTh npaBay. OH
pacnaxHy/ CTapHHHEBIE OBEPHU B OTeJIe - OHU OBLIM TaM paHbllle, BEPHO? - U IATHYJ BHYTPb.

ViHTepbep ObIT APYTUM. 37ech He OBITI0 HU COBPEMEHHBIX IIMTOYHBIX II0JIOB, HU T'PAHUTHBIX
CTOJIEIITHHUII, HU MMOTEPTHIX KOXKAaHLIX AUBaHOB. OH CJIOBHO IOMAal B CLIEHY U3 BeCTepHa. [lepeBsHHbIE
CTOMKM M TI0JI, aHTUKBapHas Mebellb, py4HoO! TUGT B KOMIIIEKTE C XKEHITUHOM CPeIHUX JIET,
CHUAAIEN Ha MeCcTe Kaccupa.

A, Otenb ITupcoH. Teneps [I9H BCiOMHUI. Ero XXKumou KOMITJIEKC KYIIUI 3TO MECTO IIOYTH TPHU
OecAaTUIEeTH Ha3ajl, OTPEMOHTHPOBAI U IepenMeHoBal ero. ETMHCTBEHHON NPUYHUHOM, 10 KOTOPOH
OH B0OOIIe y3Han 00 3Toii mepeMeHe, Oblja ra3eTHAas CTaThs, JieXkKaBIllas B OMHOM U3 KOPUAOPOB. Xa!

OTO UMEJI0 CMBIC]I, TPEATIONIOKUII OH. [[pyroe u3MepeHue, Apyrasi KCTOPHUS.

OH ycrbiian, Kak KTO-TO 30BET €r0, I'Tle-TO BajieKe pa3faics 00eCIOKOeHHEIN XKEeHCKUH ToJ10C, HO
eMy Obl10 BCE paBHO. OH XOTeJl... eMy HyXKHO ObUIO yiTH. HUKaKoi TenenopTaluy, Tak OH IIoma B
3Ty nepenpsry. Crtapble [oOpEle HOTH, OHM HUKOTZIa He TIOOBOOWIM €T0 PaHblle (3a UCKIII0YeHNeM
TOTO eIMHCTBEHHOI'0 Pa3a, Korfa oH 3abpen B KOCMUYECKH Kopabyb, HO OH He coOuparcs
3agyMbIBaThCsl 06 9ToM). OH Opocusicsa oOpaTHO K IBEPSIM, HO B CIIeIIKe Bpe3aJsiCs B KOTr0-TO.
Omryimenue 6b1710 TakKoe, 6YATO OH yAapuICs 0 KUPIUYHYI0 cTeHy. OH CO CTOHOM PYXHYJT Ha 3€MJTIO,
notypas yumobiaeHHoe I1JIeYo0.

«CMOTpH, Ky[a UelIb» - CKa3as rpyosIi romoc.



IoH mogHsan TOJIOBY C U3BHMHAIOIMMMCSA BUOOM: «3BUHUTE...»

«4r10?» - cipocun Myx4uHa. Ha HEM Obiyla cBoOogHas pyOaiiika 6e3 pyKaBoB, OTKpHIBAIOIIas €ro
PYKH ¥ 4acTh Tpyau. Ero Koxa cBeTunach spkuM cepebpom tam, rae [19H ymapun ero. [13H
Habmoas, Kak MeTa/UIndeCKuii I[BET - IIOTOMY YTO ero KoXa He Morja ObITh CHejlaHa U3 MeTasia -
CMEHUJICA TTIafKUM 3arapoM.

[la, Teneps [I9H CKy4asa 10 KOCMUYECKOM CTaHIUU.

«THI B IOpSAAKe, IPUATENH?» - TEIEPhb 3TOT YEJIOBEK BHITJISE]I HEMHOTO 00€CIIOKOEHHBIM.
«IIpoctute» - moBTOpUI 31, - «4 Bac He 3aMeTUI»

BexnuBOCTb HUKOTJa HUKOMY He Bpefua.

«KoHeuHo, mpusTesnb, IPOCTO CMOTPH, Kya UAEIIL» - MeTaJlINYeCKUil TapeHb CEPhe3H0 KUBHYIT U
OBUHYJICS Aajblie. [19H MPOBOIUII €T0 B3TJISIAOM, HEIOBEPUUBO IS, KaK OH IPOXOJUT MUMO
JKEHIIWHBI C MYIIUCTHIM KOIIAaYbUM XBOCTOM, TOPYAIIIUM U3-TI0[] I00KHU.

O, uépr. OH momKkeH BHIOpaThCS 0TCIOfA. [[9H 3aKpHIT I'7la3a U NPefCTaBul 3HAaKOMYI0 KOMHATY,
JIbHSIHBIE IPOCTHEIHU, OCTPHIE CKaJIbIIe/In U 3anax cTapuka. OH CHOBa 0Ka3aJiCs Ha KOCMUYECKOU
CTaHIMM JOKTOpa MepKypus, Bpallaolnelics BOKPYT iaHeTh HenTyH. Bee emme nameko oT goMa.

Ho aTo 6b110 mpekpacHo. HamHOr0 nydIiie, 4eM ajbTepHATHBA.
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