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[Tocrne Toro, Kak Amnuca yita, YepBOHHBINM KOPOJIb HAIIPABUIICS B BAHHYIO KOMHATY. Yepes
TIOJTYOTKPBITYIO IBEPh ITOCTIBIIIAIICS 3BYK Oeryiei u3 gyiia BOMH.

- W 4uTO MHe fienaTh? - pa3gascs ero royuoc.

- C yem?

Co FOH noBepHy/a rojioBy B CTOPOHY BaHHOM, OTBJIEKIIKCH OT YTE€HUS pOMaHa, KOTOPHIYA OHa Hallljla
Ha OfHOMW M3 KHUXKHBIX IT0JI0K. OTBeTa He MOceoBaso. JInbo oH ee IPOUTHOPUPOBAJ, TUO0 IPOCTO
3agyMaics 0 4eM-To cBoeM. Uepes3 KaKoe-TO BpeMs Bofa B BaHHOU IlepecTasia IUThCS. YepPBOHHEBIN
KOpOJIb, HAKMHYB Ha IJIEYU XaslaT, BhIIIe] U3 BaHHOM KOMHATH U nopouien K Co FOH. OH HaKIOHUICS
U 3arjIsgHyJ B KHUTY Yepe3 ee 1iedo. [Iapa Kaleb C ero MOKPHIX BOJIOC yIlajia Ha CTPAHUIIEI
OTKPBITOM KHUTH.

- Mor 0®I 1 BEITEPETHCS, - YIIPEKHYIIA €Tr0 Co I0H, CTpsAXUBasd KAllJIl CO CTPAHUIT KHUTH.

OHa monoxuia KHUTY Ha CTOJI ¥ HallpaBUJIach B BaHHYI0. Korjja oHa BepHYyJach B KaOUHeT, Jepka B
pyKax cyxoe IoJIoTeHIle, YepBOHHEIM KOPOJIb yXKe XKasl ee, yHoOHO pacIoIoKUBIINCH HA IUBaHe,
KOXKaHas IIOBEPXHOCTh KOTOPOT'0 B OOHO MI'HOBEHME IIponuTasnach Biaaroit. Co FOH BcTana HaIpoTUB
HEero, HaKJIOHUJIA €T0 rOJIOBY BHU3 ¥ HayaJjla BLITUPATh BOJIOCH IIOJIOTEHIIEM.

Korma ero BojoCk HEMHOT'O ITOACOXTH, YepBOHHLIM KOpoiab 00HIT Co FOH 3a Tanuio U pe3KuM
IBUKEeHNEM YJIOXKUII ee pAmoM ¢ cobol Ha guBaH. B 3Hak Bo3MymieHus: Co FOH xmecTHyna ero
MOKPHIM TIOJIOTEHIIEM T10 TPyau. YepBOHHEIM KOPOJIb, 3aCTOHAB OT 00JIH, BEIPBAN V¥ HEE U3 PYK
IIOJIOTEHIIEe ¥, BMECTe C MacKOM, KOTopas elle apy CeKyH[ Ha3af 3aKphBajla ee JIUIO, IBLIPHYT B
OabHUY KOHell KaOuHeTa.

- 4 cripocun, 4TO MHE [enaTth? - CIIPOCUII OH CKBO3 3y0HI, Kpenko mpuxumas Co IOH K cBoeil rpyau.

- ®T0? [UT0?] - OH TaK Kpenko mpuxain ee, 4To Co FOH OBIIO CII0KHO Pa3roBapUBaTh.

YepBOHHEIN KOPOJIb YIBIOHYICSA. B 3T0 3Xe MrHoBenue Co FOH, B IIOMBITKE OCBOOOAUTHCS C CUIION
HaHecsa y#ap 10 TOMy MeCTy, I'lle IPefNoJI0OKUTENIbHO Haxoqunuch 6egpa YepBOHHOTO KOPOJIs,
KOTOPBLIMYU OH yIIep:KUBaj ee HOTH.

- Otmyctu. MHe 00JBHO, - IPOCTOHANA OHA.

- BonbHO? A 9-TO myMal, THL HAMHOTO Kpende, Mo besnsgHKa.



YepBOHHEIN KOPOJIb B35/ €€ JIUII0 B PYKK U MPUTSAHYN K ce6e. OHM HAaXOAUTUCh TaK GJIM3KO0, YTO UX
HOCEI efIBa He KacaJlucCh IpyT Opyra.

- nu TH IPOCTO CMyTUNIACh?

Ero ry6ul u3oruynuck B yneibke. B Kapux ria3a Haydas pasropaThcst oroHek. Co FOH mogHsa pyKy u
IIPUKpBLTIA JTALOHBIO ero Ij1a3a.

Yepe3 HECKOIBKO CEKYH]] YepBOHHEIM KOPOJIb OTyCcTUl ee, ¥ Co FOH, HakKOHeI CMOorJjia CeCTh.
OH npunogHsncs, 00JIOKOTUIICS Ha MOOJIOKOTHUK U BHUMAaTeNbHO ocMoTpen Ha Co FOH. B ero
B3IJIAE IISICAJIN IIOXOT/INBEIE OFOHBKH.

- Tak 4T0? - cupocuna Co OH.

- MHe paccka3aTth Anice IPUYUHY, II0YEMY ee POOUTENIN YMEP/IU, UK HET? - CIIPOCUJT YepPBOHHLIN
KOPOJIb, KaK HU B 4YeM HU ObIBaJIO.

- Te1 BeOp obOelran e, YTO CKaXKelllb,

- Hy, s TonbKo cKa3zaj, 4To OyJgeT HeCJI0XKHO BCe pa3y3HarTh.

- Mep3asel.

- Cnacu6o0 3a moxBay, - CaMOMIOBOJILHO YIILIOHYJICS OH.

OHa TepIeTh He MOTJIa, KOTHa Y Hero ObIo Takoe nuifo. OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO €My He HPaBUTCS ee
HHTEpece K Amice, ¥ 4TOOH He MMPOBOI[MPOBATH HOBYIO BOJIHY I'HEBA, OHA IIOCTapaiach OTBETUTH KaK
MOXKHO 00Jiee PaBHOIYIIHO.

- Kak xouenrp, 3T0 Tebe caMOMy peIlaTh.

- Torma, MOXKeT, He TOBOPUTH?

"Ia uto 6 Te6s!" - Co IOH c HerogoBaHKWEM B3TJISIHYJIa Ha HETO, X OH TYT XK€ paccMescs. 3aTeM OH,
OynTo OB OOYMaBIIUCE, TIOAHST 00€ PYKU B BEPX B IPUMUPUTETHLHOM KECTE ¥ MUJIO YIRIOHYIICS.

- Tl MOMKEH paccKa3aThb.

- A... Jlagno. 4 Ha camMOM [eJjie TaK U IJIaHUPOBAaJl.



Co KOH mopmHsMack C MecTa U yxKe codupasnach OBUHYTHCS K BEIXOMY, KaK BCIIOMHHIIA IIPO CBOIO MAcCKY.
OHa HalNa ee B faJbHEM KOHIE KaOuHeTa, TPOMOKIIYI0 HAaCKBO3b OT BJIAXKHOTO IIOJIOTEHIIA.
PasgymbiBasi, HafeTh ee UM HET, OHa [aXe He 3aMeTusa, Kak YepBOHHBIM KOPOJIb BHOBL OKa3aJsiCs
psimoM c Hel. [IOTPOHYBIIKCH [0 ee IIjleda, OH ciierka npuobHsn Co FOH.

- Kak OvicTpo netuut Bpemsi! Yxke mopa obemath. CoCTaBHUIIL MHE KOMIIAHKWIO? A TTOKa MBI OymeM
€CTh, TBOS MacCKa yCIIeeT BLICOXHYTE.

- TonbKO TIEPEOMEHBCS, - TPOU3HECTIa 0Ha, JIETOHLKO ITHYB YepBOHHOTO KOPOJIF II0 HOTe 1
HaIMPABUBILIUCH K OUBaHY.

Co 0= BhImIa 13 foMa YepBOHHOI0 KOPOJIS U HalpaBuiach K Mauu. Korga oHa nmpuiina K HEMy,
Anucrl TaM yxKe He 6b110. CKOpee BCEro, OHa ceiyac yxKe OTABIXaeT B CBOEM HOBOM JIOME. Y CIIBIIIAB,
yTo Mauu u [lopa [0 cux mmop Tak u He moobenanu, Co IOH npoTsHyna Mauu QyHTOBBIN KEKC,
KOTOPHIM C Hel 3a060TIMBO nonenuiics YepBoHHBIM KOPOb, U, 00HAB opy, cemna 3a cToi. Hape3as
KeKC ¥ IIO[ITOTOBKMB HAIUTKU, Ma4u IPUCOeNUHUICS K AeByIIKaM. [ope ObLIO elle TPYIHO
MCII0/Ib30BaTh BUJIKY, 103TOMy Co FOH nomorarna eu.

- Oit, kakas BKycHsaTuHa! Kponuxk, s Brepsrle Mpobyio Takoe!

- U a! I'me ThI 3T0 Kynuna? Hukorga paHbllle He BUAEJ TAaKOT0 KeKca.

- YepBOHHBIN KOPOJIb IIOAEIIUIICS.

Bunka Mauu co 3BOHOM yiiania Ha CTOIIL. Hopa C UHTEPEeCOM IIOCMOTpEIIa Ha 6paTa.

- Yro, mpaBga? A... OMM... A HaM TOYHO MOXKHO 3TO €CThb?

- He xouems, Moxentb BeIOpocuTh. OH Hanl MHE ero, KOTfia s CKa3aja, YTo coOMparoch 3aryisHyTh K
Ilope.

YepBOHHBIM KOPOJIb BHI3KIBAJI y Mauu yBaxKeHUe, HO ellle Oosblile cTpax. [logyMaB elile HEMHOTO, OH
HAKOHEII-TO IIPUHSJ pellleHre. B3sB Bunky, Mauu nmpopoxkui ectb. Pa3 yx Co FOH cama yrocTuia
€ro, 3Ha4YuT, MOXKHO €CTb.



TToKOHYMB C KeKCOM, Mauu pacTSHYJICSA Ha CTyme. Jlopa KiieBajia HOCOM.

- MoxeT, IpUHECTH BaM MO0 MHOYKLKAOHHYIO IIJIUTY? - TUXOHBKO crpocuiia Co FOH, ¢ HEXKHOCTBIO
IorjIaXkusas I1o rouose Hopy.

[Tpu atux cnoBax [lopa, emle CeKyHOy Ha3af roToBasi IPOBAJIUTHCS B COH, KXPOKO OTKpPHIIA Ila3a.
Mauu npucen psagom ¢ Co IOH.

-Yt0? Cepne3Ho?

- [Topa OYHYJIach, @ 3TO 3HAYHUT, YTO BaM Tellepb MPUOETCS Yallle TOTOBUTH. A s KaK-HUOYOb 000U IyCh
0e3 ropsiyero MoJyIokKa.

- Ho oHa Bemb 0YeHb goporad. TrI He TToXKajees IOTOM?

- Most MOfIeTTb - 3TO IIPOCTO MPOTOTHII. [I09TOMY OHa JOCTaIach MHe OECIIaTHO.

Mauu TPOMKO IIMBITHYJI HOCOM.

- Het yXk, crmacu6o. He xo4y ymepeTs oT pyK LInanHukKa.

- HInsgnuuk? Bpsig mu oH OyOeT 37UThCS M3-3a TaKoro. Ha camMoM fesne oH 04eHb MUJIBIM,

«3TO OH TOJIBHKO II0 OTHOIIEHUIO K Tebe TaKoil MUIIBIN», - ToAyMa Mauu, a caM ITPOJIOIKHUII:

-K TOMY XK€ OHa pa60TaeT 3a CYEeT Marn4eCKux KallCyII. Y Hac HeT Takux geHer.

Co IOH MbIcIeHHO corjlacunack ¢ Mauyu. MHAYKIIMOHHAS IJINTa 3HAYUTENIbHO o0jeryasa XKu3Hb,
OIOHAKO B CBSI3M C TeM, 4TO paboTasa OHa 3a CYET MAarudeCKuX KarcCyJsl, 3aTPaTkl HA ee
KCIIOJIb30BaHUe OBIIH HOBOJIbHO BEICOKMMH.

[ToyxuHaB BMecTe ¢ pebstamu 1 uckymnas [Jopy, Co KOH mompoiranack C HIMHU ¥ HallpaBUJIach K
Anuce.



Co FOH nocTtyyasna. 3a gBephIO IOCBIIATINCE YbU-TO JIETKHE LIaru. M3-3a IpuoTKPHIBLIENCS ABEPU
MEJIbKHYJIO0 HAaCTOPO2KEHHOE JINIO AJIHACHI.

- Kto ThI? A? THI XKe... ITO Ke ThI ObIIT BMECTe ¢ YePBOHHEIM KOPOJIEM...

[omy0Orle rna3a ANMKUCH PacIIUPUINCh OT YAUBIIEHUS. B rojioce MOCTBIIIaINCh HOTKM pa30dapoBaHusl.
Wnu MmoxkeT 3TO TONBKO MoKa3anochk Co FOH? A MoxeT, Anuca Xpaaja KOro-to Apyroro? Moxer,
Maun? HaBepHO, el MPoCTO HeKOMGMOPTHO HAaXOIUTHCS B HE3HAKOMOM MECTE OJTHOM.

- MoxHo k Tebe? - Co FOH mocTaparnachk MPOM3HECTH CBOM BOIIPOC KaK MOXKXHO MSTUe.

- A... 3axonu.

Amnuca MUPOKO OTKPHITIA ABEPL. BHYTpHU OBLIO HEMHOTO TECHOBATO, HO YHUCTO.

- [Ipoctu, 51 He Mory Tebst HUYeM yrocTuTh. He ObII0 BpeMeHHU Ha MOKYNKU. Tak 3a4eM ThI IIPUILIEIT?

- UToOBI MOMPUBETCTBOBATE TEOS MUYHO. A ellle y MeHs K Te0e mocyianrue oT YepBOHHOTO KOpos. 4 -
Bernblii KPOJIUK.

- [IpusiTHO MO3HAKOMUTECA. {1 - Anuca Pupnern, - ynelOHyIach OHa CBOEM 04apOBaTeNIbHOM YIBIOKOU 1
npotsHyna Co FOH pyky.

Co IOH npoTsHya pyKy B 0TBeT. Pyka Anuchl Gblyla HaMHOT0 MeHbIle, 4eM y Co FOH, a KoXka Takasd
HeXKHasl, CJIOBHO Oblnia coenaHa u3 menka. Co FOH 3axJiecTHyIa BOJHA CTPAHHBIX OIIYIeHUN. B0
TaK0e YyBCTBO, CJIOBHO OHa [JePXKUT 3a PYKy CBOET0 NaBHEro Apyra, C KOTOPEIM He BHU[ellach COTHIO
JeT.

- i3BuHHU, He Mor OBl TH OTIIYCTUTh MEHS,- TpoOopMoTasia Anuca.

- Ax, ma. ITpoctu, - Co FOH GBICTPO OTIIYCTHIIA €€ PYKY.

Anuca notporaja cBoio pykKy. CTpaHHO, OHa II0YeMY-TO AyMaJa, 4YTo benslii KponuK - Myx4uHa. [1o
KpaiiHell Mepe, B pOMaHe HUMEHHO Tak ¥ Ovli0. Brlno Okl cTpaHHO, ecinu OBl OHA celdac Havdana
BBHISICHATB, KTO €CTh KTO. JIydllle IyCTh BCe UAET 110 3apaHee YCTAHOBJIEHHOMY ClieHapHuio. Anuca
IIocTapasach coeflaTh BU, YTO HUYErO He IPOU3OIIIIO.

- Anuca? 4YTto-To He Tak?

- Het, audero. Tak 4T0 cKa3an YepBOHHBIN KOPOJIb?



Co IOH Ha cekyHOy 3agyMainack. HyxkHo momoOpaTh cloBa Tak, YTOOH He 3amyraTh Anucy. Tak Kak
taM OblI0 B opurunane? Kak Hu ctapanack, Co FOH He MOTJia BCIIOMHUTh, UTO UMEHHO CKa3asl Auce
Benblit KpoJIMK IIPU UX IepBoy BcTpede. OHa mpeacTaBuia, OyoTo mepen Hew cTouT [opa u
TIOTIRITAIach KaK MOXKHO MSITde HayaTh pa3roBop. [/ Hayasa Hemsoxo Obo OB IpeaynpenuTh ee
00 oTmmacHOCTH, KOTOPOM OHa ITOJIBEPTraeTCsl U3-3a CBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTEN.

- Tel Beib TOHKMMAEIITh, YTO TBOSI CHJIa AenaeT Te0s ocoOeHHON? YepBOHHBIM KOPOJIb CYUTAET, YTO O
TBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX HUKTO He [OJIXKeH y3HaTbh. KTo yxke B Kypce?

- Mauu, JZ[opa, J:[OK, qepBOHHBII;I KOPOJIb, TOT 9EJIOBEK, KOTOPOTI'O A NU3JIeYnJjIa W THI.

- Xopormo. Torpga 6oblile HUKOMY He pacCKa3hiBail 0 HUX.

Temeps MOXKHO paccKa3aTh U 00 yCIIOBUE, KOTOPOE ITOCTaBUI i YepBOHHEIM KOPOJIb.

- CTpaHa 4ygec - o4eHb OITaCHOE MeCTO. 3IeCh HEBO3MOXKHO BBHIZKUTh, HE ITpUJIaras K 3TOMYy HUKaKUX
ycunuii. 9To caMoe TJIaBHOE YCJIOBHE, KOTOPOe IIoCcTaBUll Tebe YepBOHHBIN KOPOIIb.

- CaMoe riaBHOe yCnoBue?

- Ha. TBoe BrIKMBaHUe. Pa3 B [iBe Heflenu OH OyfeT maBaTh Tebe 10 OJHOM IofcKa3ke, KOTopas
oMoKeT TeOe cTaTh O5MxKe K pasrajgke. Tak 4To mocTapaiics BEIKUTH U 3alI0JIyYUTh UX Bce. Korga
MIOYYBCTBYEIlb, YTO HaXOAUIILCS B OTIACHOCTH, Jall MHE 3HaTk.

- [Touemy THI Tak [K0Op CO MHO#? - cIIpocuia Anuca JpoXKalliuM I'0JIOCOM.

- Ocobrix mpuyuH HeT. [IpocTo...

[TpocTo Tak poMaH 3aKOHYUTCS HamMHOro OpicTpee. Co FOH ycrokauBarolile mnoriaaguia Aucy 1o
ToJIoBe.

- Hy, MHe nopa, npou3Heca OHa.

- Cmacu6o.

Anuca IpPUCIOHUIACE K OBEPH, 3aKPhIBLIENCS 3a BelbiM KponukoM, 1 6e33ByYHO 3aCMesiIach.
BcTtpeua ¢ YepBOHHEIM KOpPOJIEM ITpoIiyia 60jiee, Y4eM YCIEIIHO, K TOMY e Besbiit KPpoJIuK, KOTOPHIT
10 caMoro KOHIIa poMaHa [I0JIKeH OBIJT BCSYEeCKU MeIlaTh U YCIIOKHSTD el K13Hb, HA000POT TOTOB
nomorath u obeperath ee! BUmuMo ee mosiBJIeHNE B 3TOM POMaHe B KOPHE U3MEHMIIO CIOXKeT!

OcTtaTok gus Amrca IIpOBeEJIa, MeYTas O MPEeaCTOAIINX BCTPEeYaX C €€ IMOKJIOHHUKaMU U IIJIaHUPyA



CBO€ IIOBENEeHnEe.
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