Ve momoiis OuKe K IMOKOSM X9HKOK, s BOPYT OLIYTHII KOe-KaKyio CTPaHHOCTh. EfjBa 3amMeTHas Mo
3TOTO aypa, KOTOPYIO S BOCIPUHSII KaK aypy KOT0-TO HaCEKOMOTO BOPYT u3MeHunach. OHa B
MTHOBEHKE OKa CTaJla aypoy YesioBeKa, U 51 Cpa3y MOHSIT KaKOoTO...

«BOT XpeHb...» - MBICJIEHHO BHIPYTABIIKMCh S 3aMep B Bo3ayxe. S 4ETKO 3HaJ, Ybs 9TO aypa... TOIBKO
Hamu Grinta cmocobHa Ha Takoe Gnaropmapsi cBoemy GpyKTy. B Hadane, oHa Oblna CrtocOOHA CKPHITh
ce0s1, CTaB HEBUIUMOM [IJIs T'J1a3, a 3aTeM Hay4duaach CKPHIBATh M CBOE MPUCYTCTBUE. BCé momio mo
TOT'0, YTO Jazke 00JlaflaTe/b CUIIbHOW BONIM HAOIIOMEHNS IIOYTH HEe CMOXKET 3acCedb e€, eCJIM OHA 9TOT0
He TI03BOJIUT. MOXKHO CKa3aTh, €€ GPYKT pa3BUBAJICS TaK JKe KakK ¥ MJIOOK MHOTHX IPYTHX
(bPYKTOBUKOB. ITO OBIIO He MPOOyXKAeHNe, CKOpee HOBHIM YPOBEHD CHUITbI (HPYKTa UITH KAK-TO Tak.
Haxe y HopTta Bpoge 4TO-TO OX0XKe MOSIBUIIOCE... B OCHOBHOM BCe (GPYKTOBUKU CO BpeMEHEM y4aTCs
HCII0NIb30BaTh OOJIbIIIE CIIOCOOHOCTEH CBOUX MbSIBOJIbCKH IIJIOMOB.

CnocoOHOCTH OBIJIa OYEHb OMTACHOM B pyKaX Bpara, a AJisi MOel MUJION BOPOBKH BooO1Ie ObIa
HACTOSIIUM lapoM. BopoBath el cTaso onpefeneHHo erye... [Jaxe st 01 crioco0eH 3aceyb €€, yxKe
TOTZa, Korga oHa OymeT B Tape MeTPOB OT MeH4... UTO 10 APYTrUX, OHU IPOCTO He OYAyT CIIOCOOHE! Ha
3T0. BCé Xxe Mos Bonsi Obina Ha ypoBHe EHKO, a mpocTeM obutaTenaMm I'pany JlaiiH BeposTHO BCTpeda
¢ HaMu MoKeT 110X0 KOHYUTHLCS. [I0BOJIBHO OMAcHast CIOCOOHOCTh ¥ BEPOSITHO 3TO UCTUHHAS CUJIA
GbpyKTa HEBUAMMOCTH - aBCONIOTHAS HEBUAUMOCTD, laXKe Il MacTepoB Bojiu HaOmoneHus. KoneuHo,
y pykTa Ob1n BCE Te ke crmabocty, HaMu MOXKeT ¥ CTaHOBUJIAaCh HEBUIUMOM, HO €€ BIIOJIHE MOXKHO
ObLI0 3aceysb 10 3amaxy uny mymy. Ho ¢ eé HaBbIKaMu OHa OBICTPO CMOTIa U30aBUTHCS OT JTIOOBIX
3BYKOB. B 00m1eM, GpyKT oKa3aics HaMHOTIO JIy4llle, 4eM 5 0 HEM U3HadalbHO AyMall...

¢4 He pemancst meRCTBOBaTH, TaK Kak HaMu TOBKO ITOKa3anach B KOMHATE X9HKOK, HO CTPAHHBIM
OBLIIO OTCYTCTBUE KaKOT0-1u00 mmyma. 4 moayieren HeMHOTo GJIMKe U IPUCITYIIACS. ..

- Oro, Thl MeHS Tak JIETKO y3Hala... - YIUBIEHHO Ipor3Hecna Hamu cTosi HelaneKko OT X9HKOK.

Cama xe MmmepaTtpuiia 6bl1a Cierka IIOKHPOBaHA TAKOMY IOSIBIIEHHIO. PRIKEeB0JI0Cast TIOSBUIIACH HU
C TOTO HHU C CET0 IIPSIMO IIOCPENN €€ KOMHATH ¥ CaMOe XKYTKoe OBLIO B TOM, YTO X9HKOK faXke He
TIOYYBCTBOBaJa e€ mpuxkeHud. Ho Korma MMmepaTpulia yBumena MU0 9TOM IEBYIIKH, OHA KOHEYHO
TYT Ke TOHsJa KTO 9T0... B Hayanme X9HKOK 0o6pagoBaach, BCE ke MmosiBieHre Hamu o3Havaso
TIOSIBJIEHUE U OCTaJIbHBIX U3 KOMaHbl KpoBaBoil 3Be3[Hl, a I'laBHOe nosiBneHue Ero. BoT Tonbko eé
Pa303IUJI0 TaKoe Harjoe OTHOIIEeHUE... BIOMUTLCA B TOKOM MMnepaTpullsl 6e3 mpenynpexaeHus,
3T0 OBIJIO cIUIIKOM Trpy6o0. [la ¥ y X9HKOK Obljia JIETKas HelpPHUs3Hb KO BCEM [IeBYIIIKaM Ha Kopabiie
Mopa, To uTo X3HKOK €eIllé He Halajla Ha Heé€ OBIJIO IOBOJILHO CTPAHHO...

Korpa Hamu Hauasa paccmatpuBaTh MMnepatpuiy I1lupaToB, Ta KOHEYHO Xe Tak XKe Hadajla
OlLleHUBaTh [IeBYIIKY Iepef co6oii. B 9ToT pa3 X3HKOK Oblla JOBOJIBHO OTKPOBEHHO OfieTa. B oTnuyue
OT CBOUX IIPOIIJILIX IJIAaTHEB, AEBYIIKa 00/1aYuiIach B JOBOJILHO OTKPHITHIM Hapsan. KopoTkas pyOalika,
[JTHHA KOTOPOM OKAHYMBAETCS YyTh HUXKE I'Py[AH, Oblyla MMOTHOCTHIO HE 3aCTETHYTOH, a IIPOCTO
3aBS3aHHOM B y3eJ1, OTKpbIBasl YyJeCHEeNIIni BUM Ha [IBa NPeJIeCTHRIX X0JIMUKa 6e3 Kakoro-nu6o
Oenbsi.

B ocTanmpHOM, Ha UMIIepaTpuUlle OBUIM HaleTh 0YeHb KOPOTEHbKHE TEMHEIE IIOPTUKHU, KOTOPEIE OBLIH
CKOpee MOX0XKM Ha TPyCHKHU. E€ umeanbHbIe HOXKKHY YKpalllaly Mapa JJTUHHBEIX CAIloT BHIIIE KOJIEH,
KabJTyKu KOTOPBIX OB OGIIMTH YMCTHIM 30710TOM. Ha CBOMX HEXHBIX pyKax MMmepaTpuila Hocuia
MHOK€CTBO OParoleHHHIX ePCTHel u OpacieToB. Brrisgena oHa BeJTUKONENHO... Habmogaomui u3
TeHU MoOp axX CJileTKa 3aMep, KOTjia yBUIeN eé B TaKoM Bufie. YT0-4To, a 0IeBaThCs X9HKOK BCeraa
yMerna...

«KxM, HE BpeMs TISTUTLCS, YTO XKe Ternepb OymeT...» - Mop J0BOIbHO CUJIBHO HEPBHUYAN. BCé ke



AJEBYIIKH MOJI4Ya Pa3rjisagbIBajii OAPYT OPyIra IIOYTH MUHYTY M MEXKY X BI3TJIdOdMU OBITIO SIBHOE
HalIpSA2KEeHHUeE. OgHo HeBepHOe OBUXKEHNE U TOYHO CIIYYUTBCA YTO-TO OIIAaCHOE...

«[la YK, CTOHJIO MHE C CaAMOI'0O Ha4aJIa ITOTOPOIIMTECSA, KTO 3HAET, 4YTO el ckaxeT Hamu...»

[Toxka Mop Hanpsi2KEHHO CIIETUTI 3a CUTyalllel, IeBYLIKY faXKe He MOo03PeBai 4YTO MyKUYrWHa
MOATIISIObIBAET 3@ HUMHU. KX G0JIbIlle MHTEPECOBAJIO APYTOE. ..

- XM, OTITHYHOE IUYUKO, HeYIUBUTEIHHO UTO Thl €My ITOHPABUIACK... - TPOU3HECTIA C YCMEeIIKOH
PBIKEBOJIOCAs.

Y X3HKOK 4yTh OEPHYIUCEH YTOJIKY I'y0, ¥ OHA XOJIONHO OTBETUIIA:
- Tel TOKe HOBOJIBHO HUYETO, He TaK X0opollla Kak 3Ta MmMnepaTrpulia, HO COUMET...

- Ox? CoiifieT, ma? He mymarna, 4To Takue [IeBYILIKH B ero BKyce... KOHeYHO, s He COMHeBasach, 4YTO
TBOSI TPyHb OyIEeT OrPOMHOM, HO TI0X03Ke ¥ TeOs U SA3BIK JOBOJIbHO [AJIMHHBIMN. ..

Mexny meByIIKaMH yKe 3aMeTHO ITOXO0JIOfeN BO3MyX. X9HKOK He Obljla TJIyIIOW, OHA yKe MOHSIa, YTO
JKeHIIWHA ITepefl Hell TOYHO 3aMHTEepecoBaHa B €€ MyXKYWMHE U IIPUIIUIA OHA Clofa He MPOCTO TaK.

- Yero TH fo0KBaemIbCca? Xouellh 0CKOpOuTs MeHs? Vmu HaphiBaellbcs Ha ApaKy?
Hawmu cierka ycMexHynace:

- Ox, KOMy HYKHBI CpaxkeHus1? & mpocTo mpuiiya o6CyauTh Koe-4To...

- U 410 Xke€?

- Moe kanuTaHa KOHEYHO... - y Hamu PE3KO CIIOJI3JIa YJ'IBI6Ka ¢ nmuua: - Eciu Th IIpHUIIIa 3&6paTB
ero...

- 3abpats?! - X9HKOK pa303nuiach ¥ npopsidana: - OH He MaJleHbKIM pe0EHOK, OH caM BOJIEH
peluaTh YTO eMy feaTh! d mpocTo npuiia... 4 IpocTo XoTela IOrOBOPUTE... - X3HKOK BAPYT
IIOTPYCTHEJIA U OIIyCTHUIa I'OJIOBY.

Y Hamu ToXe U3MeHUJICS B3TJISA, OeBYIIKa BAPYT IOYYBCTBOBaJIA JIETKYI0 60Jb B IPyAU. 3aTeM OHa
PEe3KO MOoOHsIIa TOJIOBY U Y/ILIOHYIaCk:

- CecTpéHKa, T 3Haellb... Thl TaKas MUJIas, KOrha 3MHUIIbCS! - 3acMesBirch, Hamu mombexkarna K
X9HKOK U pe3Ko 00Hsa e€. iMmepaTpuila COBCEM He 0XKKfaja Yero-To mogo6HOro u ot
HEOXUJaHHOCTH CHelaja Mapy Imaros Ha3an. Korga Hamu nog6exkana K Hel, 06e [IeBYIIKU TYT Ke
3aBa/IUJIMCh Ha KPOBATh...

Habmropmatomuii co CTOpoHb Mop yAKMBIIEHHO paCIIMPHUII I'1a3a U TpoOopMOoTa:
- Kakoro uépra...

«KxM, X0Ts, Bpoae Kak BCE 000III0Ch...»

X3HKOK OTTOJIKHYJIa PHIKEBOJIOCYIO B CTOPOHY ¥ HEIOBOJILHO CIIPOCUIIA:

- Te1... YTO 9TO 3HAUUT?



- Xu-X¥, THI ¥ BIIPABAY OyMalia, YTO 51 IPUAY CCOPUTHCS C TOOOM M3-3a HEro? - ynelOHyBIIKMCh, Hamu
PacCIOI0KUIACh MOyHo0HeH Ha MIATKOM MOAyIIKe: - Ecu MHe MPUXOOUTHCS JeNIUTh ero ¢ PoOuH, To C
TaAKOM KpacaBHIleH KakK THI, 1 TOXKe He IPOTUB. BCE Xe Halll KanuTaH... [la, y HETO BKYC TOYHO €CTb...
Y MeHs U caMO¥ CITIOHKH ITOTEKJIM IPHU Buje Tebs...

Cnymaomuit co CTOpoHE Mop crerka ycMexuysncs. EMy u camomy mogo0Has cuTyauus Obia B
HOBUHKY. Cpa3y UMeTh HeCKOJIbKO XKeHIIUH ObII0 OBOIBHO CTPaHHO... Kak oHU BOOOIIIE OTHECYTCS
apyT K opyry? Ho moxoxe B 3TOM MHUPE BCE KaK-TO MO-APYTOMY...

X3HKOK elllé HeMHOTO0 IIocMoTpesia Ha Hamu, a mocre cierka ynesibHynach U B3OOXHYyIa:

- Tak 3HauuT PoOuH cuenasna 3T0... 4 cHavaja He 3Hajla KaK PearupoBaTth, a TEIeph eIre U THI.
- Tak THI 3HaNMa 0 PoO6uH? AX, HY [1a, BBl K€ BPO€e BCTPEYaJIUCh...

X9HKOK KOPOTKO KHBHYIIa:

- [a, oHa Hallla MeHS ¥ pacckasaja o ToM, 4To... OHa X0TeJla CKa3aTh MHE O CBOMX YyBCTBaX K
Mopy, mpex[e yeM PU3HAETCS eMy.

Hamu mpuBCcTana ¥ XMypo CIIpOCHUIIa:
- Y 4yTo THI cmenana’?

- Ckaszaa To Xe, 4TO CKaxy ceidac Tebe... - TJla3a UMIIEPATPHULIbI CTaJId OUeHb CEPhE3HBIMU U OHA
TIOJHSIIa TOJIOBY:

- 3anoMHuu, s 6yny nepsoli! OH 1epBoii XKEHUTHCS Ha MHE, S IIePBOM POXKY eMy peOEHKa, a elIle...

[Toka X9HKOK IIepeyuciisiiia Bce CBOU XKenaHus, HaMu mokpacHena Kak MOMHUOOP, @ CIIOKOMHO
napsIui B CTOpoHe Mop cjerka MonepxHyscs U 4yTh He ynas ¢ Heba. Takoro oH yXK TOYHO He
0XKHUJal CerOfHS YCIbIIIATE...
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