Ha camowm ferne, B3aTh B KoMaHAy CepebpsHoro Tonopa ObI0 KOHEYHO Xe 04eHb CO0Ia3HUTEIbHEIM
IIpefjoXeHrueM. f naxe npefncTaBUTh He MOI'Y, HACKOJIBKO OTPOMHAasi CUJIa Y 3TOr'0 CTapUKa.
B03MOKHO OH fake Ha ypoBHe EHKO. B3ATh ero B KOMaH/s OBII0 OB HEMJI0XO... KoHeuHo, OH
HEMHOTO MyTHBIM THUII, HO BeOb OH IPUHEC MHe nmoHernud. [Ja u He 0co00 OH HacTauBaeT Ha
BCTYIIJIeHKe B KoMaHy. Hy, He Takol yX g HeOBEPUYUBLIY YeJI0OBEK, KOTOPHIHM OyOeT TPSCTUCH 110
Pas3HBIM I'TynocTsAM. Eciu Xo4eT B KOMaHAY, TO S MOT Obl U IPUHSTH €TO0.

XO0Ts, MOXKET 9TO YaCTh €TI0 3JI0[ENCKOro maaHa. Bcé e ero GpyKT yK O4YeHb HEOOBIUHBIH, KTO 3HAET
0 €r0 HACTOSIIUX 0COOEHHOCTSX... K ToMy e, TPOBEPUTH €T0 CII0Ba TOXKE HEJb3s, [0 KparHe# Mepe
noka. Hy, maxe ecnu u Tak, Torga u 0yay mymaTh 00 3TOM... OTKa3bIBaThCS OT TAKOT'O COIO3HUKA
o110 OB T1TyTIO. K TOMY 2Ke, OH 3HaeT JOBOJIbHO MHOTO, TaK 4YTO OH OymeT TOYHO moje3eH. [Ipo Toro
ke MMa, st BooOIIIe BriepBEIe CIIbITy. He To 94TOOH! 5T IPSIM IOBEPHUII er0 UCTOPUHU, HO OHA Ka3alach
OYeHb MMPABOOMONOOHOM, TaK YTO ST PEIINIT IOCTABUTh Ha IOBEPHUE K HEMY.

— JlapgHo, s Tebe Bepro. OYyeHb HaEI0Ch, YTO He 3ps... MoxeIb cCoOOMpaTh BEIIH, TEIePhb THl YacCTh
KoMaHOel KpoBaBoi 3Be31H.

— Xa, Hy, 9T0 Xopo1o... Pag 4To TH nepenyMar. [IupaTcKkas XX1U3Hb, KakK XKe [AaBHO 5 He OLIyIal
3TOTO... - 3aCMesIBIINCh, EH mornamun cBoii Tomop: - [la 1 MHe HaKOHeI] X0ueTCsl 3aKOHYUTD BCIO 3Ty
MCTOPUIO, YTO BHIHAIIMBAJIHK MIPOIIIbie 00TafaTeNd MOero ppyKTa. YK MOBEPD, TOMHUTE KazK/IbIi
MOMEHT COOCTBEHHOM XKU3HU €II€ TO IePbMO... ECHM 3TOT UOealbHBIN MUD CYIIIECTBYET, TO IOYEMY
OBl He IPUHSTDH yYaCTHe B ero Co3MaHuu. MoXKeT s HaKOHeI[ 00peTy MO3Td KaK Y HOpMaJIbHO CTapuKa
1 003aBeyCh CKIeP030M, Xe-Xe-Xe.

Y BIOHYBIIUCEH CTAPUKY, ST KUBHYIL:
- JlagHo, Torma, s1 3a0epy noHermud...
- Iep3awu...

BrITAHYB PYyKYy, 51 OBICTPO MOKPHII OTPOMHBIN KpPaCHbIM KaMeHb CUJION ThMHL U BTSIHY ero. [IpuxkaTas
K 3eMJle TpaBa HaKoHeIl OvIa 0CBOOOXKIEHa. ..

Pa3BepHYBIIKCH K CTAPUKY, S HAKOHEI] PeIlIXsI CIIPOCUTE eIllé KOe-4To:
- Boa X3HKOK... THl cny4aiiHo He 3Haelllb, YTO 3a0rlna 3nech Mosi Munas MmnepaTpuia [IupaTtos?

- Xo0? 3ametun Taku? [Ipu3HaThCS, S He TOpPEJ XKeJlaHueM COIIPOBOXKAATh 3TY 3aHOCYUBYIO JEBYIIKY...
Ho, kxorpa 3amina peus o Tebe, €€ CI0BHO IIOOMEHUNN. Xe, HY, S XOThb ¥ IIPOXKUJI I10J1 KU3HU B
OOMHOYECTBE, HO BEIM MOHWMATh He pa3y4usicsd. Tak 4To 5 pellusl IPUBECTH [EBYIIKY, K €€
[IOPOTOMY BO3JII00JIEHHOMY.

Bcé xe aTa uctopus Oblja CIUIIKOM HeoObYHOM. Kak oHM BO0OIIe MOTJIM ITPOCTO BCTPETUTHCS?
Ama3oH JIunu BooO1ie He B 3TO¥ yacTu 'panp JIaH. OTH IBOe HE MOTJIH IIPOCTO B3SITh U
CTOJIKHYThCS... K TOMY Ke, 3TOT MUP TakK OTpOMeH, OBIBAIOT JIX BOOOIIE TaKKe COBIIAfEHHUS C KEM-TO
Kpome Jlypdu?

YyTb IPUIIYPUBIINCH 51 CIPOCUTT Y CTApUKa:
- YT0-TO IOJO3PUTENIBHO 3TO... Kax BH B 00I1lee BCTPETUIUCH?

- O}, KaluTaH, He MMogyMaii, MBI IIpaBAa BCTPETUIUCH CIIyYaliHO. JTa JeByIIKa UcKasa Tebs, a 5 Kak
pa3 npuvanui Ha CuHHUap, Hy, TaM MHI ¥ IIepeceKnuch... OHa XxoTena MHYTh MEHS, HO...



- Yo, HO?

EH moyecan 3aTHIIOK U YIEOHYICS:

- Hy, s moBonbHO KpemnKuii mapeHsb. Tak 4To OHa yumIuOia HOTYy...

- Xa! Cepb€3H0? - s 3acMestsicst: - YEPT, XxoTen O 5T HAa 9TO TIOCMOTPETh...

- Hy ma, HU4ero cMeIrHoro, 3T pa3bsipEHHbIE KEHIIUHE 9yTh MeHsT He npummubiau. Ho aTa meByiika
BOPYT MX OCTAaHOBUJA U yoMuHana Tebs. KoHeyHO Xke, s pelui BCTaBUTh CBOE coBo. Hy, a 3aTeM
MBI BMECTE OTIIPABUIMCH CIofia. f MpHMepHO MOHSI TBOM MapIIPYT eIll€ KOorfa MUCII0Ib30Bal PPyKT,
TaK 4YTO JeHb Ha3aj Ml ITPUOLIIH.

B3goxHyB, 1 pa3BepHyIICA:

- [TousiTHO... BOT TOJIBKO 0 YEM MHe C Hell TOBOPUTH Teleps. f faxe U He OyMaJsl, YTO Mbl BCTPETUMCS
[0 BpEMEH, TI0Ka 5 He Haugy Ba# Iluc.

IToxaBs nneyaMy, EH IpEITHYN B BO3AyX:

- Tyt s TeOe He COBeTUMK KamnuTaH. [lonarao He KaXkaas OeBYyIIKa OTIPABUTHCS CIIEIOM 3a
BO3m00neHHbIM. OcoberHHo MMnepartpuiia [1upaToB... - MaxHyB pyKol, EH pa3BepHYJICS U CKa3al:

- 4 Torga mouay BCTpedychk ¢ CaproHOM, pa3 Mbl TENEPhL B ONHOU KOMaHIeE.
Korga CepeOpsiHbiit Torop ucyes, s B3OOXHY U YCeJICS Ha 3eMIIIO. ..

Ia yx, u KaK MHe ObITh? C OMHOM CTOPOHEI, 5T JOJIZKEH B3SITh OTBETCTBEHHOCTE, a C OPYroi... Kxm, Hy
Ila, paHblle g Tak He fesan. XMM, Hy, BEIOopa y MeHst HEMHOTO... K ToMy Ke, B IIPOIIJIOM MHUpe S He
3aBOMWJI OTHOIIEHHS, ¥ 9TO He M3-3a HeXBATKK COBECTH, a CKOpPEee II0 IIPOCTHIM MpUYHHaM. 51 ObIT
cnab 1 He ocobo 6oraT, ma ¥ OBIT 3aHAT BaXKHEIM IEJIOM ¥ MHEe OBIJIO He 0O XKEHIIWH.

Cettyac xe, 5 BIIOJIHE CIIOCOOEH 3alIUTUTh TeX, KTO MHE J0por. Jla 1 X9HKOK BeJIMKOJIeITHas
IeByIIKa, Kak Obl 51 He X0TeJ ObITh C Hel? [TpocTo s 4yBCTBYIO ce0s HEMHOTO He B CBOEH Tapesike...
Bcé xe mocne Heé y MeHst ObIZI0O MHOXKECTBO KEHIINH, a TETEPD S BOOOIIE MOYTH YTO OCTEIIEHUIICS U
003aBEJICS ITOCTOSTHHBIMU MMapTHEPIIaMu. KoHeYHO, MbI ¥ HEOBIIM B OTHOIIIEHHS, TaK YTO HAa3BaTh 3TO
U3MEHOU TPYAHO...

B31oxHYB, 51 BCTAJ ¥ XMYPO B3TJISIHYI Ha HE6O:

- Bcé xe Tpu geBymky, na? Hemnoxo... X0Th ¥ HEMHOTO CTPaHHO... Kak oHa B0OOOIIe BOCIIPUMET 3TO?
Po6un u Hamu Bpope Oy He mpoTuB. Ho, X9HKOK IOBOJILHO BJIaCTHAS C APYTUMH... TO OHA CO
MHOY OyZeT HeXHOM, KTO 3HaeT KaK BCE MMOBEPHETCS IIPU BCTpede C MOMMU HOBHIMU [€BYIIKaMU. f
OBl XOTEJ UX BCEX...

- Aii, K 4épry... Byab Kak OymeT, - MaXHyB PYKOH, ST MTHOBEHHO ITePEeMeCTHUJICS Ha HUXKHUE OCTPOBaA.

PacmpocTpanuB Bomo HabmogeHusi, 1 ObICTPO CTal UCKATh €€... Pa3 OHa MPHIIUIA, TO KaK S MOTY
3aCTaBJIATEL €€ XKaaTh. [laxke eCId OHa PA303JIUTCS, TO s MOIXKEH IPUHATHL 9T0. BCé XKe s BUHOBAT...

X0oTh ST YaCTEHbKO BCIIOMMHAJI O HEHM, HO HU pa3y He mpwuién. [lymas 06 9ToM ceifdac, s CTpaHHO cebst
yyBCcTBOBas. C OMHOM CTOPOHHI, 5T POCTO XOTEJI MUPHO IIJIaBaTh U 000M/IsT BECh MUP CHOBa
BCTpPeTUThCA ¢ HeX. Ho, ¢ mpyro#t cTopoHtl, g 6yaro cbexan... YTo, KOHeUHO, OBIII0O MHE CBOMCTBEHHO.



[Tocne MUHYTH TIOUCKa, 1 TaK¥ Tofo0Opascs K 3HaKOMOU aype... OIIyTHUB e€ CBOe BOJeH, g
HEIIPOU3BOJIbHO yNEIOHYIICA. OHa CTasla 3aMeTHO CUJIbHee, e€ KOPOJIeBCKas BOJIS OLIPEleNIEHHO
BBIIETIATIACK...

«JlagHo... II0pa HaM BCTPETUTLCA X3HKOK» - YJ'II:I6HYBH.II/ICI>, g TYT Ke IIepeMEeCTHUJICA Ha OaIbHUU
OCTPOBOK. HWMeHHO B 9TOM MeCTe OCTaHOBHJIaCh KOMaHOa AMa30HOK...

4 yKe oueHb 6NIU3KO OIIyINAI €€ aypy, g Jaxe C 3aKPLITHIMYU I'NTa3aMU CIIOKOWHO MOT OTJIMYUTH €€ OT
MHOXKeCTBa OPYTrux. YyTh yCMEXHYBIINCH, S B3/IETEN B BO3AYX ¥ MEMJIEHHO HAIIPABUJICA K €€
KOMHaTe...

X9HKOK OCTAHOBHJIACH B [IOBOJILHO JTIOOOIBITHOM MeCTe. DTO OB eI IBOPeI], C HECKOJIbKUMHU
naBuboHaMU. Cynd 110 BceMy, AMa30HKY 3aXBaTUJIA 3TO MECTO. [IupaThl, YTO C HUX B34Th... ['Ie Kak
He BO [IBOpIIe [IOKHa XKuTh MMnepaTpuiia? XoTs, oHa Obljla BCE TaK XKe OJHa B CBOeM KOMHATE, a
cTtapyxa HEH moxoxe pelrusa He IIHITh C Hel. KOHeYHOo, e€ CECTPRI OBLIM KaK BCEra PSIOM,
OXpaHsS e€ MOKOMU...
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