Acep npumnogHsa 6poBu, B3TISHYB Ha JeBOYKY, MBICJIEHHO CITpPAllIMBas €€ MPUUUHY 9TOro. M BUfs ero
B 3aMelllaTeNbCTBe, JINKOpHC QBIpKHYNa, - be3 9Toro, Tel He HaUOELIb JOM, B KOTOPOM HaXOOUTCS
[IOCTPafaBLINN YeJI0BEK.

- §1 mymar, 4To MOIUTI0 TyAa JOKTOopa... - Acep IoKadaJs rojIoBOU, OH CMEPUJI e€ U3ydalouM
B3TJISAIOM, - A THI KyAa?

I'maza JIukopuc cTanu pe3KUMU U XOJIOOHBIMU.
- Hago HaiiT¥ OOHOTO 4YeJioBeKa.

BricTpo Hamucas agpec goMa, JIukopuc nepenana 6ymary Acep, 3aTeM no6iarogapus ero, OHa
TIOBEPHYJIACh YXOMs U3 €r0 JjoMa. BUMs, 4TO OH HayaJsl BEIIONHSATEL €€ mpoch0y, JIukopuc o01ery€HHo
B3[I0XHYJIa, IIOCJIe TOTO KaK IIPoIljia HECKOJIbKO IepeyikoB, - Hagetocs... TEl CMOXKeIb CIacTH €e€...

B3pgoxHyB, oHa mobekana BIepés, HECKOIBKO pa3 MOBEPHYB MOJ YTIaMHy YU, Yepe3 NATh MUHYT
OHa 3aJibIXajack, II03TOMY €l IIPULITIOCh UATH MELTKOM.

B xabuHeTe, rinasa Acep HAIIOJTHUJIACH XOJIOOOM, - Hpocne;m 3a Hel.

JIukopuc Hapmesnack, 4To EBa He mmpomasa, HampaBisasich B €€ HelaBHO KYIJIEHHBIN JoM. U yepes
OBafllaTh MUHYT OHA [IOIIIA OO [IBEPHU €€ JoMa. YCIIOKOUB CBOE Cepfille, OHA ITOCTy4anach B IBEPE.
OTBeTa HEKOTOpPOE BpeMs He OBII0, M3-3a 9TOT0 IPHUIIIOCH €€ I03BaTh, - beTpesi, Thl 3a0klIa CBOIO
KHUTY, g IpuHecsa!l

JIMKOpHC 3a0CTpHUIIa VU, MHITAsICh TOMMATh U3HYTPHU 3BYK. YTO-TO LIEBEIHHYIIOCH, TEIEePh OHa Oblna
yBepeHa - EBa He ymina, - OTKpbIBail iBepb, MuIlleb CerogHs CKa3alla, YTO OHa IlepeHecsia TeCT Ha
3aBTpa. THl MOIKHA YCIEeTh ITIOATOTOBUTECS, HO TBOSL KHUTa y MeHd. beTpes!

IIBeph OLICTPO OTKpPHIJIAach, HACTOILKO OBICTPO, YUTO OHA 4yTh He ymapuna JIukopuc. [Ilepen Hel
IIPEeICTOosIIa IeBYIIKa C KOPOTKUMU KallITaHOBHIMHU BOJIOCAMH, OHU OBISIM I'PS3HBIMU U
pacTpENaHHBIMHU, a JIUL0 OBITIO TIEPEIIOTHEHO BOJTHEHUEM. - [IloueMy Thl UMEHHO ceryac mpuiina?! -
PEe3KO CIIpocuiia OHa, felasi muio 6onee HeOPEKHBIM.

XomogHoe nu1o JIMKOPKC CTao ellé X0J0gHee, HO 9Toro EBa He 3aMeTHIIa, MBITasCh BECTH Ce0st
o0BIIeHHO, - Bo3bMu, - OHa Bpyuuia EBe KHUTY C KENTHIM MEPEIUIETOM, U Ha YOUBJIEHUE, €€ CII0Ba
OKas3aJKMCh mpaBnoy, moaToMy EBa mouyBCcTBOBasa JIETKoe o6eryeHue.

- Ho u3-3a Toro, uTO 5 G€3Kaa o BCeMy TOPOAY, V MEeHs IepecoxyIo B ropye! - moxamnoBaach
JInKopuc, CMOTPSI B TEMHO-TOJTyOBIe T7Ta3a EBEI, KOTOPEIE celiyac B TEMHOTE BHITJISIAEIIH ITOTHOCTHIO
YEPHBIMU.

YcnrwimaB cimoBa JImkopuc, EBa paccmesinach, mocje BIYCTHIIA eBOYKY B CBOM HOM. JIMKOPHC OBICTPO
TIoIlIIa B KyXHIO, TIe HalloJIHUIa ce0e cTakaH BOMbl. AKKYpaTHO BHIIIMB, OHa II0CMOTpesia Ha EBy,
CKUMas PyKy OT THeBa. AJible TJla3a CBEPKHYIN KaKOW-TO HEOOBIYHOCTHIO.

JInKopucC Me[iIeHHO CXBaTHJIa BUJIKY, KOTOpas CTos/Ia Ha cTojie. [lo-euguMomy, EBa cobupanach
KyIIaTh pa3 IMOCTaBUJIa CTOJIOBEIE TPUOOPHI, TaKKe KaK TapejKa, YaliHas JI0XKKa, BUJIKA...

Korga EBa npucesna, 4ToOb OTOOXHYTh, ITOCIIHIIIAICS TPOMKHH 3BYK IIEPEBEPHYTOTO CTYIbYUKA U
BCKPHUK.

HI/IKOpI/IC HeMenysd CXBaTHIla TOHKYIO II€I0 OEeBYIIKU, TAK CUJIBHO C2KaB, YTO I"YGBI OEBYIIKHW IIOCUHEIIN.



EBy OXBaTHUJI CTPAX, OHaA IIOIIBITAJIaCh OTTOJIKHYThH HI/IKOpI/IC, HO BHE3AITHO ITIOYYBCTBOBAJIa 00J1b B
34dTHIJIKE.

- TToneiTalics, - X0NOOHO CKa3asa JIuKopuc, CMOTp4 B I'/ta3a EBH Tak, CIIOBHO BHUAENA €€ AyIy.
Teno meBymku ocnabio, oHa B CTpaxe MPOroBopuia, - TH...TEl YTO TBOPUIIL?!

X0JI0HO YXMBIIBHYBLINCE, JINKOPUC MeJIEHHO MpuOIM3uiIa CBOE MuIlo K yxy EBbl. E€ rosmoc Obin
CIafK¥M, HO CJIOBa, KOTOPOEe OHa IIPOM3HecTa, mpuBenu EBy B yxkac, - Twl myMana...fl HaCTOJIBKO
raynas? ['mynas, 94To He IPUMY BCE HAaTBOPEHHOe TOOOU Bcephes? [laBalt mpsAMO... - JIMKOPUC OOJTO
cMoTpena Ha EBy, IPONUTAHHYIO XOJIOIHLIM IIOTOM.

- M...MeHs 3acTtaBunu! 310 He 5! - NBITAACH CIACTU CBOIO LIKYPY, OHA CO Clle3aMU Ha Ijas3ax
cXBaTuJa TOHKYIO pyky JIukopuc. Korga pyku JIukopuc HeMHOXKKO ocia6bnu, EBa ObICTPO TONKHYa
[EBOYKY Ha II0J1, 3aTeM IIpHUCesia Ha Hee.

HamonHeHHbIE paCKassHUEM U CTPaXOM IJla3a Telepb CMOTPeNu Ha JIMKopuc ¢ oTBpaiieHueM. Bups,
KaK OBICTPO OHa M3MeHuIack, JINKOpUC I0YyBCTBOBasa coxaeHne. OHa Ha CEKyHMy 3aCOMHeBaach,
a Telepb HAaXOOUTCS B TAKOM II0JIOKEHUHU.

['yOr EBEI IPUTIOMHSNIACH B YCMEIIIKE, €€ HEXKHBIN I'0JIOC CTall peXyIuM, - HeHaBuXy Tebs... - TUXO
cka3ana EBa, - He. Ha. Bu. Xy. - ménorom e1é pas noropuia. E€ ria3a HaloJIHUIKUCH 0€3yMUEM.

E€ ceituac MOTYT yOUTE.
[IpoMesnibKHYJIa MBICTb Y JIMKOPHUC.

9T0 OB TAKOU BUJ IIPefaTeIbCTBa, KOTIa YeJIOBEK BEPUT KOMY-TO U OUeHb CUJILHO JJOBEPSIET, HO B
KOHIIE 3TOT KTO-TO TOJIKAeT ero B IPOIIacTh U3-3a YEPHOM 3aBUCTU. PaHUT cepalle - yOUBaeT moBepue
K J11000My.

Ei#t 6p1510 60TbHEE, YeM KOTla OHa yY3Haza 0 MMYHOCTH Kamenuu.

- TToueMy THI ITOTIBITANACh YOUTEH CBOIO XO035IHMKY? - CIIOKOMHO cripocuiia JIukopuc. M3-3a
IIOMIaBIIsIeMOU 00K B CEPAIEe, €€ T0J0C ObIT XPHUIIIIBIM.

['ma3a EBBI MIKMPOKO OTKPHUIMCE, OHA XOTejla TSAHYTh BPEMS YIOBOILCTBUS, KOTAa BUea
CTPaaIIy0 OT AYIIeBHOM TpaBMHI JInkopuc. OHa JIETKOMBICTIEHHO OTBETHIIA, iyMasi, YTO 3Ta
IeBYYIIKa BCE PaBHO YMPET, - 4 xouy youTtsh e€ u Tebs! OHa mpefasna MeHs, Tak 3aueM 5 JOJIKHa
IpU3HAaTh B Hell X035aUKy? f HeHaBuXKy Bac. OcobeHHO TeOs1, Mep3aBKa. Ecnu Ol He Ta gaMa, g
HaBepHOe, yMepa Okl OT Topsl... - fasblile e€ 60pMOTaHNE CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE HEBO3MOXKHEBIM [IJISI
ciyxa.

Bresanzo, EBa ocTaHOBUTIACK, OHA [OJITO CMOTpPesIa Ha JIukopuc, HauaB 6€3yMHO XUXUKaTh. B KakoM-
TO TPaHCe, OHa CXBaTWJIa TOHKYIO 1Ieto JIukopuc. CxKuMasi BCE CUIbHEe, CMOTPS Ha JIUI0, KOTOPOe
CTAHOBHUJIOCH OJIeIHEIM U OefHEee B BO30yXKAEeHNUHU. JIMKOPUC CTAI0 TPYAHO ABIIIATE, OMHOU PYKOH
OHa CxBaTusa pyKy EBHI, IpoTeCcTys, 4TOOH €€ yOUBasH, a APyroi pyKou McKasa yIaBIlyio BUJIKY.

Korpa oHa mapana, ToO HeYasiHHO YPOHUJIA BUJIKY, PUCTABIEHHYIO K 3aTHIIKY EBBI, HO yCIiena
3allOMHHUThH B KaKyI0 CTOPOHY OHa yIaja.

JIukopuc nerko Hamla e€. OHa ¢ TPyAOM CKajla HOTH, CIIOBHO CHfesla Ha KopTax. [IHyB B KUBOT EBHI,
KOTOpas 3aJ0XHyJIaCh OT HEOXKUOAHHOTO yaapa, JINKopuc ocenana AeBYLIKY, CIy4alHO



yOapUBILIEIOCS TOJIOBOM 00 IMOJL.

[Ton mericTBUEM afpeHasnuHa, JIMKOPUC HECKOJIBKO pa3 yaapuiia auio EBel. C BUIKOU B OOHOU PYKe,
OHa CJleTKa Iollapanana ee meku. CMyriioe JIULo AeByIKYU ObICTPO omyxio. OHa C HemoBepueM
CMOTperna Ha JIukopuc.

Kaxk mora 3Ta jo6past JeBoYKa CTaTh HACTOIBKO CuIbHOM?! Ho OHa He BUAena, 4TO pyKu JIMKOpUC
CTaIX KPaCHBIMH.

- Ecnu... - .HI/IKopI/IC HaAKJIOHHKJIaCh B CTOPOHY EBel, - Eciu OBl THI HUYETO He Oenana...

" Betped...beTpes neiTanack yOuTh MeHs1. B e€ B3r/sige HET TOTO CBETA, KakK B MpouuioM. OHa CHUJIBHO
MU3MeHuIach. Most nyy4inas mogpyra Morjia youTs MeHst 6e3 Kakux-mu0o coxaneHun", - MbICIIH
IEeBOYKHU CIIyTaIUCh, OHa HE MOTJIa OIpefneNnuThCs. E€ Tep3any, U B OMUH MOMEHT B €€ T0JI0Be BCTall
Botpoc, "Eciu oHa meITanach yOuTh MeHs...To 3aueM MHe Haflo €€ XKaJeTh?"

['ma3a JIMKOpUC HAOJTHUINCH XKaXaou youiicTBa. "Ecnu ymaputh npsiMo..." - €€ MBICTIU He yCIieBajiu
3a e€ [eMCTBUSAMH, KaK yIrI0BaTHM KOHEL BUJIKU B €€ PyKaX HallpaBUJIC B IIPaBhIM I'1a3 EBHI.

- T...TBI 9YTO OEJIAENIB?! HE, HE HAI... AAAAX!
Bbprri3r.

Pyxu JIukopuc okpacunuch KpoBbtoo. OHa B III0Ke 0TCKOYHUIIa, - YTOo 3a... - OHa He MOTJla fasblile
roBoputs. JIuno JIukopuc crano 61eHbIM, OHA yIIajia Ha I10J1, fepxKa cebst ¢ moMoIeio pyk. OHa
CIIbIIIAJIa HAIMlOJIHEHHBIM aroHnue Kpuk EBEHL.

" Ecniu oHa ganblne OymeT KpudaTh, TO IPUAYT JT0gu!" - mpoMesbKHYIIa B rojoBe JImkopuc. OHa
HeMe[JIEHHO II0A0IlIa K U3BKBawIler EBe, 3aTeM molia UCKaTh HOXK, KOTOPBIM HaXOAUJICS B
mKadurke. Buar EBbI ObIT 04eHb TPOMKHUM, U JIMKOPHUC Havyasia pa3mpazkaThCs.

OnHa cxBaTulla HOXK, 3aTeM HaIlpaBuiach K EBe.

OHa mopHsIa PyKy, B KOTOPOU fepakKasa HOXK, HETEPIIEeNIUBO OTIYCTUB ero. [Irxanue EBEI cOUIOCH,
OHAa HECKOJIPKO Pa3 CONPOTHYTIACh.

[Ipsimo B cepate. JIukopuc npon3una EBy npsimo B cepale.

TsKEmBIN 3amax xkejae3a OKyTall IoMellleHre, B KOTOPOM Haxomauiack JIukopuc. I'ma3a qeBouku
3aTyMaHMJIMCh, KOT{Ia OHA 0CO3HAJIa, YTO OHA HAaTBOPHMJIA, @ 3allaX JIMIIb YCUINI OTBpalleHue. E€ B
TOT K€ MMUT BHIPBaJjIO0. - YTO s chesana? - XPUIIJILIM ¥ THXHUM I'0JIOCOM CIIPOCHJIA OHA, 3Has, 4TO He
noyy4uT oTBeT. OllesioMIeHre BCE ellleé He TOKUAIIo e€, HO CHJION 3acTaBuia cebsi yCIIOKOUTHCS.
Yepes HECKONIBKO MUHYT, JIMKOPUC MMOBEPHYJIA ['OJIOBY B CTOPOHY OKHA, KaK YTO-TO BCIIOMHUIA, - AX,
Ia, - BHIIIIO U3 e€ yCT, TMla3a JIukopuc OecHyIu, 3aTeM OHa MPOJoIKUia, - Hago 4To-To cuenats ¢
TPYIIOM...

YToOBl HUKTO HUYETO0 He 3aMeTus1, JINKOPKUC HallpaBUIach C MEIIIKOM, HalIeHHEIM BHYTPH JOMa, B
ctopony depmsl. K cyacTrio, EBa xkuma psgom ¢ Gpepmoii, mo3ToMy OHa GBICTPO [0 TyHa mAo0paach.

HaCTYHI/IJIa HOYb, X JIIOOX B 3TO BpeMs IIPEOIIOYNTAIM HE BEIXOOUTL U3 COOCTBEHHBIX JOMOB.

B mpormoM, JIMKOPKC CIy4YaiHO YCIkIIIaaa, YTO CBUHBY CheJaloT BCE, UTO MOMAAaso UM, II03TOMY
cefyac OHA HAIPaB/IAIACh B CTOPOHY CBUHApPHUKA. Tak KakK IUKUX XKMBOTHHIX OHA HE XOYET



BCTpedaTh, a 3aK0IaTh Y He€ He OBIJI0 BpeMeHHU, TO JIYYIINM BEIOOPOM 7T He€ ObLJI0 CKOPMUTD TPYTI
CBUHBSIM U3 (DEPMEL.

CoenaB cBou fiena, JINKOPUC HaIpaBuUIach B oM, K Mutiens e JIamonma. OHa oueHb BOTHOBANIACh
3a e€ COCTOSTHUE, TaK YTO PeIlusa IOCIeIInuTh. BOoHAs B oM, OHA 3aCKOYHUIIa B CBOI0 KOMHATY U
TIepeofenach u3-3a eé rpsi3HOM Ofexkabl. Brirnsagena oHa 6e306pa3Ho - PyKHU B IapanuHax, Ies C
KPACHBIMH CJIelaMHU OT PYK, TJla3a OIyXIIue.

Ha ctone JIukopuc MebKOM 3aMeTusa KHUTY, CMOTPSI Ha He€ HeCKOJIbKO CEKYH[I, OHa BHIOpOCHIIa eé
Ha 1oj1. BeIxoasd U3 KOMHATH, OHa O0JbIlle He CMOTpPesa Ha 3Ty KHUTY, 3aTeM Jo0pasach 10 KOMHATHI
Muniens ne JIaMoHAa.

E€ koMHaTa OBlyla MPOCTOPHOM. BONBIIMHCTBO U3 €€ MIaTheB OBITIO SIPKO- TONIyOO0To I[BETA, faXkKe TYT
Oblyia MepernoHeHHAs KHUTaMU TI0JTKa. MuIens Io0uia YuTaTh. Bolas B KOMHATY, OHA MOOHSIIA
r7aa3a, 4To0Bl IOCMOTPeTh Ha MuIiers.

Ha manHBI MOMEHT OHa Oblyta 671eHOM, €€ TMa3a OBUIN IMJIOTHO 3aKPHITHL. PSIIOM ¢ KPOBAThIO CUOE
MyXK4YMHa CPeOHUX JIeT, JIMKOPUC B3TJISHYy/Ia Ha Hero, 3aTeM 00eCIIOKOEHHO cipocuna, - Kak oHa?

Myx4rHa IloKaydaJj I'0JIOBOM, yIUBIIEHHO roBops, - OHa OTpaBuUiiach MOIIHEIM sigoM. Eciu Ol 51 He
ycmen, oHa Ovl yke Obljla Ha TOM cBeTe! - y JIMKOPHC ITepexBaTUiIo JbIXaHue, KOT[la OHa yCJIbIana
ero cioBa. OHa ycmokouna cebsi, HO MyK4YKrHa Ipoaokui, - Ho ects mpobieMka...

- Kakasa? - oHa mogoria K HeMYy, CMOTPs CBOMMHU XOJIOOHBIMU T'Jla3daMHU B €TI0 I''Ta3ad, CJIOBHO BUOA €TI0
MBEICJIN.

Anexca IIPOH3MUIJI 03HO00 OT eé B3rjisAga, IIO3TOMY OH IIOIIBITAJICA HEMEOJIEHHO OTBETHUTE, - H3-3a Toro,
4TO 51 He 3HaJl IPOTUBOAONE, TO CIIacC €€ KakK II0IIaJIo, 3a 3THM MOXKEeT II0CIe0BaTh MOOOYHEIN

apdexr.

TummHa omycTunach B KOMHATY, B Cliefyoluii MoMeHT JIukopuc mob6narogapus ero, norpebosaa
ero yuTu. Aniekc B3siJ1 3 KapMaHa OJIOKHOT, BRIPBaB OTTyfa OyMaXKKy OH HalKMCall TyAa HyKHBIH
PelenT JleKapcTBa A Muinesns, cieqoBaTeIbHO, OCTaBUB €€ Y JIMKOpHC.

HBepb 3aKpPHBIJIaCh 1 B KOMHATE OCTaJIOCh OBa Y€JIOBEKa.

XomnogHEble TJ1a3a OeBOYKY Cpa3y Ke HANOJHUIUCH ciie3aMu. OHA Me[JIEHHO MOMOIIJIA K XKEeHITUHE U

POOKO 1o3Basa, - Muesns e JISMOH[Ia...—- €€ BCTPETUIJIO MOJTYaHue. JIMKOPUC CaMOYHUYUKHUTEIIBHO

yNBIOHYIack, CIE3bI CTEKAJIH 110 €€ I[eKaM, CJIOBHO CXKHUTas e€ Muio. AKKypaTHO B3gB PyKy Muiiensb,
OHa He 3HaJa KakK cebs BECTH, a YTO €CJIM PETETUTOP IIPOCHETCS?

JIMKOpHC CKJIOHUIIA IOJIOBY, C TTIyOOKKUM COXXaJleHreM IIPUTroBapuBas Kaxkioe ClI0Bo, - 9T0...9TO U3-
3a MeH4. { BO BCEM BUHOBaTa. {1 CIUIIKOM HauBHA. {1 Bepio KaxXJgoMy CJIOBY JII0fel, KOTOpPhIe
HCIIOJIb3YIOT MeHs. MHe TPYAHO BEIIPAIIWBATE Y BacC MPOIIEHHUE. ..
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