BpemMst OBICTPO JI€TENI0 ¥ HACTYMKIIa 3uMa, KOTIa HeKOTOPhIe IMTUIIL B HeOe 1mebeTany, oKa Ha
ynutie GbIJIO MYCTO. BEIIO XOMOOHO, HO JTIOOX B JOMAaX I'OTOBUIIMCH K IPA3THUKY, TOTOBbIE CYACTIIMBO
BCTPETHUThH €T0.

OkHO OBIIO OTKPHITO, MajleHbKas ¥ HexHas 6J1egHas pyKa IMOTSHYIach Yepe3 OTKPHITOe OKHO
HapyXky. Pyka Oblla OTKpEITa [0 JIOKTEN ¥ HEBOJIBHO 3apozKaJja OT JIETKOI0 BeTepKa, U3-3a 9TOr0
0o0paTHO BepHYJIach BO BHYTPh. JINKOPUC OIyCTUJIA T'OJIOBY, IIOAYB Ha CBOIO XOJIOLHYIO OT YU PYKY,
II0CTIE YeTo CJIeJOM OT 3TOT0 AYHOBEHUS BUOHEJICS ITap CMeIlaHHbIM C XOJIOLHBIM BO3LYXOM U
TEIJIOTOM U3 e€ pTa. AJible BOJIOCH OBIIM cOOpPaHbl B IPOCTOM ITy4Ke, HO ITy4OK ObLT aKKypaTHHIH. Eé
r7na3a ObUIM CIIOKOMHBIMU ¥ 0€3MSITEXKHBIMY, KOTa OHa 00KOJIOTUIIAaCh Ha CIIMHKY KPOBaTH, HEMHOT'0
BHITJIA[S JIeHWBO. MaHepa mmoBefeHus JIukopuc Oblia I0X0XKa Ha JIEHUBYIO KOIIKY, HO €€ Tjla3a CTaju
6oyiee OCTPHIMU ¥ IPOHULIATEIBHBIMHU.

B koMHaTe 1japuia TUEHA. MOXHO OBII0 OBl YHTH B MUD CHOB, TakK Kak OBIJIO TUXO, HO XOJIOT
OTMEHSJI COH. BEII0 HACTONIBKO XOJIONHO, YTO JIMKOPUC CKPhLIach B OLIESINIO ¥ CMOTpeia Ha Gesible
CHEXXWHKH, KOTOpBIe JIETKO ITafjany Ha 3eMJIi0. UyBCTBO yMUPOTBOPEHUS He IIOKUAAIO 3Ty 3a0BITYI0
KOMHATYy...

[Tocnelmancs 3ByK XpycTa. benble CHeXKWHKH, KOTOPHIE MTafany, o0pa3oBasy 0eyio U OINHHYI0
mopory. ManeHbKasi GUTypKa OCTaHOBUIIAChH Ha IBOPe 00BETINANoro nomMa. He ObIJI0 HUYETO, YTO
MOTJI0 GBI OXPAHSTH 3TO MECTO, OHO OBIJI0O HEITPUMETHHIM U OeIHEIM, TI09TOMY HHUKTO He 00paTui Ol
Ha 9TO MeCTO BHMUMaHus. PUrypka 3alljia yepe3 [ABePh B IOM U YCJIbIIIAIa JETKUN CMEIIOK BIIepenu.
B nanuke urypa nopHsma 3aKpeITOE JIULO, HO B €€ B30P IONaach Xpynkas gurypa. JIuio sTou
GuUTryphl OBIJIO 3aKPHITO YEPHOI Byasibio, MOXKHO OBIJIO IOTafaThCsi, YTO TOJI0C OBIT AEBUYUUIMA.

IlaMa mepzaja B pyKaxX KpacHYI0 po3y, OUHIllas e€ OT WIHUIO0B, - CaMoe Tpy[HOe [AJIS JII0feH - 3TO
IIOTEPSATH KOT'0-TO IOPOTOTO AJIST HAX YesoBeKa. Yel0BEK MOXKET COUTH C yMa UIU ke youTs cebs. Ho,
g X041y, 4TOOBI OHa CTpafasa...- B KOHIle, KOTla OHa 3aKOHYMJIa CBOM CJIOBA, ITOCIIBIIIAICS JIETKUAN
XPYCT B pyKax JaMbl. Ha 4€pHLIH IepeBSHHBIM II0JT yIIana KpacHasi po3a Co CIIOMaHHEIM CTeOIeM.
Bomrepmast purypa mossiia, 4To OHa UMeJla BBUAY ¥ CKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY B IIOUYTEHUH. BEITI0O HACTONIBKO
THUXO0, YTO MOKHO OBIJIO YCIIBIIIATh KAK OHU AHIIIAT. Bommenmas Gurypa HakJIOHUIACh U MOMOIIIIA K
CTOJY, KOTOPHIK CTOSN Ieper Hell. OHa 3aMeTusa TaM KaKyl0-TO IIKATYJIKY, KOTfa BOIJla B JOMUK,
TOTTIa XK€ C JII00OMBITCTBOM XOTeJa OTKPHIThE. HO OHa He OTKPHINA, a CXBATUB, CIpsTaa MO IalIbTo.

BHesanHo, mocisiancs riy6okui roaoc gamel, - JlagHo, ugy. [Jaio Cpok [0 3aBTpa.

YcnriaB e€ cioBa, purypa 3afpozxkaa 4 IBa pa3a KuBHYJa. OHa OBICTPO IOBEPHYJIACh, YTOOL!
BBIUTH U3 IOMA.

CHapyxu OBITI0 X070OHO, a JINKOPHC, HAKOHEI[ II0YYBCTBOBAJIa 3TOT XOJIOM, IT03TOMY PeIliia 3aKPHITh
OKHO. B TOT MOMEHT, Korfla OHa yke cobupanach jieub, B €€ KOMHATY IIOCTy4aJIiCh U Cpa3y OTKPHIIA
IBEPh. YBUJIEB IIOCTYYaBIIETOCS B €€ IBePh YesioBeKa, JIMKOPUC YXMBIIbHYJIACh, - 3a TakKoe
nmoBepieHre, Mutiens e JIamoHOa mana Ol Tebe HECKOJIBKO YOApOB XJIBICTOM, - MSTKO CKa3alla OHa
EBe. He o6pamas Ha 3T0 BHUMaHMe, EBa paccMmesiachk U IIOMYTHO HEJIOBKO ITPOT'OBOPUIIA, TONOMAS K
Hel, - Y MeHs TYT BO3HUKIIA OfHA ITPo0ieMKa, s 60I0Ch aBaTh 9TOT KYPHUHBIHM CYIT U3 XKEHbIIEHS
Xo03s1#Ke, COOTBETCTBEHHO, X0TeJIa IIepenaTh ei yuepes3 Tebs... OHa mocuuTasna Okl 3TO CTPAHHEIM,
ecnu OBl g el COOCTBEHHOPYYHO [asa.

EBa mmocTaBuia Ha CTOJI CyIl ¥ coOupanach MOBepHYThCA K JIukopuc. E€ croBa OBl CTPAHHBIMHU, HO
JKVMBS C HEH IIOf OJHOU KpHIlel Tpu rofa, JIukopuc cuutasna EBy cBoen nmydiiel IOAPYrou Uiy yxKe
KaK CBOIO CECTpY.



- Betpesi, - mo3Basna JIMKOPHC OEBYIIKY, KOTOPas yKe pa3BepHyIach, COOUPAsCh YHUTH, HO
OCTAHOBMJIACh M3-3a TOTO, YTO €€ mo3Banu. OHa mocMoTpesa Ha JIukopuc, - 4 xouy, YTOOHI ThI
KyTIHUJIa AJ1S MEeHS TaKyIo Ke KHUTY, KOTOPYIO ThI TOJJapHuia MHE B ITPOIIJIOM...

EBa IIIOKMPOBAHO 3aCThlJIa, HE 3HAs Kak cebs BecTu. KHura, mpo KOTopyoo ynoMmsiHyna JImkopuc, 6viia
nogapkoM Ha e€ [IHe PoxpeHus, KOTOpPOe COCTOSITIOCH TPH Tofia Ha3ap. OTo OblJT eUHCTBEHHBIN
IIOIapOK, KOTOPYI0 JINKOPHUC OTKa3kBajaCh OTKPHIBATh. BEIIO YAMBUATEIBHO, YTO OHA IIPOCUT CXOXKYIO
KHUTY, TakK Kak JIMKopuc npe3upana pOMaHTUKY!

Bupst okpyrnénnsle riasa EBwl, JInKopuc BcTana u mopoia K Heit. Ha Heilt Obiiu mpocTas 6enas
Ko(Ta ¥ KOPOTKKE YEPHBIE IIOPTH], HE COOTBETCTBYS 3TUKETY apuUCTOKpPaToB. C 6eCCTPacTHRIM
BhIPAzKEHMEM JIMIla OHA OTBETUIIa Ha 6e3MOIBHLIM Bonpoc EBE, - BeTpest, TH OoIXKHa TOHUMATh...
XoTb 1 He J100JTI0 POMaHTHKY, HO HUKTO He TOBOPHJI, YTO MHE He JOJIXKHBEI HPABUTLCS MHTPUTH, f1a?

- I-ma... - He;moBKO oTBeTHUIa EBa, - JlamHO, OKa CYII He OCTHLI, THI OJIKHA AaTh ero Xo3sguke! -
CKa3aB 3To, EBa cxBaTwa CyIl ¥ Bpy4usia ero B pyku JIMKOPHUC, Iocie 4ero O6BICTPO IOKKUHYIA €€
KoMHaTy. Ha 9To meBoyka MOTJIa I0XKaTh IIJIeuaMH, 3aTeM OHa OBRICTPO Iepeofienach B IaThe. bemnoe
mIaThe OBIJIO He 9KCTPaBaraHTHBEIM MIIM ITPOCTHIM, OHO HAeaIbHO IOIOIIIIO s OJIeIHON KOXHU
JIukopuc, coyeTasich C KpaCHBEIM 1IBeTOM. [Iocye nnaThs OHa Hafena KOPTy, U BEIUAS U3 CBOEU
KOMHATHI fiepKa B PyKax TEIUILIM CyII, HallpaBUiIach B CTOPOHY KabuHeTa Muttens fe JIaMoHTa.

[To mopore B KabuHeT, JIuKOoprC yBUAena Kak Oenas MajneHbKas OyMazkKa yIana U3 €€ pPyK.
OCTaHOBHUBIIIKCH OHA B3siJla €€ U OTKpPHUIA: "JIMKOPUC, TaK KaK 9TO CEKPETHHIN IIOHAPOK OT MEHs, He
TOBOPHU €if MO€ uMs, TafHo? f1 cama TMYHO pacCKaxy Xo3siukKe."

Murtens me JIaMOHOa cugesna Ha CTOJe, YuTas KHUTY B cBoéM KabuHeTte. OHa Oblla CTapa, IMO3TOMY
KaXXObIM eHb OHA Y4uJjla OByX OeTel, a OCTaJIbHBIE OCTABIIHECS BpeMs OJIsd Heé ObLIH CKYYHBIMH.
Brino HEYyOUBUTEJIbHO, YTO OHa 3aHsdJIa cebst YTeHHEM U BEIPpAIlIlMBaHUEM paCTeHHﬂ. B T0 BpeMs KakK
OHa CIIOKOMHO YHTaIa KHHUTY, Murens yCIIBIIIaIa JIETKKe IIaTH, KOTOpEIE OBLITH eJie CIIBIIIHEIL.

TyK, TyK...
Muutens ne JIaMoH[a MofgHsIa CBOIO TOJIOBY M THUXO CKa3aja, - MoXellb 3aiTH.

IepeBgHHBIN IBePh OTKPHIIACh, JIMKOpUC MefJieHHO 3aliia B KabruHeT. OHa 0CTaHOBUIACh Ilepef
CTOJIOM, CMOTpPS Ha Mulesns.

- 3aueM 1moxKaJjoBaina, HI/IKOpI/IC? - YBUIOEB HI/IKOpI/IC, rf1a3a Muiens He3aMeTHO MTOTETJIENIH.

IeBouKa yzKe BHIPOCTIA, CTalla KpaCUBEe U MOTJIa COPEBHOBATHCS MaXke C MPUHIIeCCAMH. 3a 9TH TOIBI
oHa 00y4uIia e€ KO BCeMy, YTO MOXKET IIPUTOAUTLCS B €€ XKU3HU, U XOTs He obpallana BHUMaHUe Ha
TO, YTO €€ PONUTENIH TIePeCTally ONJIaYMBaTh 3a PEEeTUTOPCTBO, Muiesns BCE paBHO o6ydasa eé, HO
yXKe B Ka4eCTBe COOCTBEHHOM! YUEHMIIH.

- CeropH 51 BHIIIUTA Ha YUY ¥ YBUZEJA JIaBKy, KOTOpas IIpofaBaja eny. d 3aMeTusa 3TOT CYI U3
JKEeHBIIeHs, TI0 9TOM MPUYKHEe PelInia KyIuThb IJIs Bac, - €€ MU0 ObIJI0 KaMEHHBIM, OHa IEPBLIH pa3
nrana Mutiens. JIukopuc 6osiyiach, 4To Mulliesib CMOXKET €€ PacKyCUTh, TO3TOMY CTapajach CheliaTh
CBOE TIoBefieHre 00JIee eCTECTBEHHRIM. MuIlIeNs Bepuia B JINKOPUC, T03TOMY 3aMETHUB €€ CKOBAHHEIE
IBUXKEHUS - Pellinya IPoMoiTdaTh. [[eBoYKa C YIIUIE, MOXKHO IIOHSTh, € CTal0 XOJIOJHO.

Murmiens ofHSIa MICKY C CYIIOM ¥ IIOCMOTpesia B r1a3a JIukopuc, - Tebe X0I0gHO, MOXKeITh
IIOCUOEeTh CO MHOM, TaM BO3JIe Kada ecTh manb. HakWHb Ha 1€y - IOTeIlIeeT.



HI/IKOpI/IC HCIIyTajlaCh, YTO OHA 3aME€THJId, HO HET. BHYTpeHHe B3OOXHYB C obJieryeHreM, oHa
IMoCiyiIajiaCh Muitens, IIpuCeB Ha JWBdH, Ha KOTOprfI YKa3adjla KeHIrWHaA.

Kpbiiika Mucku Oblia OTKPHITA ¥ HEXKHBIH 3allax XKeHbIIeHs OKyTajl KOMHaTy. ['1a3a Mutesns Obiu
PACKPHITH, - YIUBUTEIBLHO, - IIPOTOBOPHUJIA OHA, TI0CJIe IPOAoKasi, - CyIl XOpOIIO IIPUTOTOBJIEH.
[ToMHI0, KaK B IpouuioM beTpesi crienyranbHO IPUTOTOBUIIA AJI MEHS TaKOM CYII, HO OH Obln 6e3
JKEHBIIIEHS. ..

KabuHeT ogHOM 3HAMEHUTOW pe3uieHIny OblI B THIIMHE, XOTSI TaM CUMes OOuH 4esioBek. Ero
YEpHBIE BOJIOCH OKa3a/MCh AJIMHHBIMU, HO OHM HUKAaK He IIOMeIIaid ero BHEIIHOCTH, a TOIbKO
Iienay ero npuBieKarenbHee. HacTynana HOYb, I09TOMY C1abbIM IYYHK COJIHIIA JTaCKall eT0 PYKH,
CBETSCh U3 OKHa. B IBeph IIOCTy4auu U YCIHIIaB CTYK, OH MATKO CKa3all, - Bxonu.

[IBepb OTKPHIIACh, a Iepen NapHeM NPeACTosI MyK4YWHa, KOTOPHIM BOMASA, HEMEJIEHHO CKIIOHUIT
nepeq HUM TOJIOBY, - MacTep, KaKasi-To leBOYKa IIPUIIIA. YMOJISET BIYCTUTh €€, - MyKUMHA 3HAJI,
YTO MacTep HeloMo0IMBaeT KOTrfia TIHYT Pa3roBop, 110 3TON IPUYMHE OH OBICTPO 00BbSICHUI CBOM
npuxof. EMy OblI0 HEJIOBKO TOBOPUTH, TOTOMY YTO KakK Obl OHU He IIPOTOHSJIY €€, OHA He OTCTaBasa.
Ecmu 6vl OHE yOUIH €€, TO permyTanus ero MacTepa UCIIOPTUIACh OB, TaK KaK IBOPSIHCKHAE CEMbU
HEHABUMSAT €r0.

- O? [leBouKa? - MPOTSHYN IapeHb, - ECciu 0Ha yMonsdeT, faBail BIyCTUM e€. X04y y3HaTh, Yero OHa
X04er...

[Tony4yuB npuKas, OH OBICTPO €T0 UCIONIHUI. B KOMHATY ONISATH MOCTYy4aJIiCh, & 3aTEM [IBEPh
pacnaxHynach. Ha mopore ctosina JIukopuc, Kotopas Obljia B TaHUKE, HO JepxKajach, YTOOH He
pacmnakatbes. OHa, UCIONb3YsI CUITY, B3si7Ia KOHTPOJb Hall CBOMMHU 3MOLUSIMU U 6€3pa3TuyHO
TIOCMOTPeJIa Ha IapHs CUASIIEro nepen Hedt. Kak Obl He IBITANach COEPKAThCs, HO OHa Obla
yIOUBIIeHA €T0 BHEIIHUM BUIOM.

JIMKOpHUC 4acCTo CbIlIana CIyXu 0 er0 BHEIIHOCTH OT APYIHUX, KOTfa CUfesla B KOMHATe UM Tyisna, U
OHa MOTJIa TOJIbKO ITPHU3HATh, YTO CITYXM [aBaJIX JIKIIh JOJTI0 MpaBabl. "OH OBIT MOJIOM, KPAcUB U
yMEH" BOT Tak 4acTo roBopuiau. Ho nepen Hell cupenn MOJIO[OM YeI0BEK, BHEIITHOCTh KOTOPOTO 110
cioBaM OBLIO TPYHAHO OMKCATh M3-3a ero He3eMHOM KpacoThl. OH uMen 6eHyI0 KOXKYy, OneqHee 4yeM
y JI00BIX APYTUX IaM, IJIMHHEIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCH], BRIOAOUINECS KOHTYPHI JIUIA, a Tla3a ObUIHN SpKO-
ronyOsiMu. OHM OBIIM TTYOOKKMMHY, HAallOJITHEHHBIE TEIIJIOTOM. YBUOER €r0 T'la3a, JIMKOpKC BCIIOMHUIIA
0 Mumens.

Acep Takxke OB OILIEIOMIIEH €€ BHENTHOCTHIO, HO HU OfMH MYCKYII Ha €0 JIWile He OPOTHYJ. XOTs
OHa OblTa MaJIEHbKOM, HO Y2Ke CUMTAJIach KpacaBullel, U ecyiu OBl OHA ITOIIIa Ha OGaHKET, TO
TIOIyYrIia OBl MHOTO 3aBUIOHEIX B3TJISIOB, TOTOBEIE YOUTE €. OH MSTKO YIIBIOHYIICS, CMOTPS B €€
TnievYasbHbIe T7Ia3a, 3aTeM CIIPOCHI, - [10 KaKoi IPUYKHE TH II0CTyYalach B IBEPH MOeH pe3uIeHInu?

JIMKOpHC cxKajla MaJeHbKYI0 PYKY B KyJIaK HACTOJIBKO CHUJIbHO, YTO €€ KOCTSIIKY 1mobesesnu, HO Ha
yOuBIIeHHE OHa CIIOKOWHO OTBETHUA, - & X04y, uToOH Th MHe mmoMmor, Acep Ilucc. KoHeuHo, 3a 3T0 g
MOTY 0TOJIar0fJapuTh U B3aMeH II0MOYb Tele.

YcnriiaB e€ cnoBa, Acep IPUIIOAHSI CBOIO OPOBB, asblile MPOJOIKas TeIo ynbbaThcs, - 4 He
MOT'y ITOMOTaTh IIEPBOMY BCTPEYHOMY, MOXKET THl XOUEIllb YOUTh MEHS? - OH IOI03PUTETHHO
TIOKOCHJICSI B €€ CTOPOHY.

JIMKOpUC BHICOKOMEPHO B3[EPHYJIA TOA00PONOK, XMBIKHYB, - ECITU TH MHE He TOMOXKEIb - 5
00MXKYyChb. A ecnu yX s 00UKYCh, TO YHUYTOXKY TBOIO PEMyTaluio!



E€ crnoBa OblIM HEJIETIHIMY, HO B HUX YYBCTBOBAsIach yrpo3a. HUKTO OBl e He TOBEPUII.

- JlagHO-nagHo, - Acep MaxHyJ PyKoii, 3aTeM C UHTepecoM Habofas 3a Hel, MATKO crpocull, - Kak
TeOsT 3BaTh, HEBOYKa?

JIMKOpHUC 3HaJIa, YTO C KPACHBIMHU BOJIOCAMHU €€ Cpa3y JKe yObIOT, M3-3a 3TOr0 BpEMEHHO ITOKpacuia
UX B KODUYHEBHIH 1IBeT. Teneph oHa Oblla IT0X02Ka Ha MPOCTOMIOANHKY, OMHAKO TI0 BHEIITHOCTH TPYIHO
OBLI0 CKa3aTh. - KaMenus! - BEICOKOMEPHO OTBETHIIA JE€BOYKA.

Tuxo Kauasi TONI0BOM B 0TKa3e, Acep cKasall, - {1 He xouy Tebe IIOMOTaTk...

JIuKopuC cpa3y MOHsJIA, YTO OH CIELUUATbHO TSHET BPeMs, II03TOMY OHAa XOJIOIHO IIPOr0BOPHUIa, - S
CTIBIINIATIA, YTO V pe3umeHIuu Acep Llucc ecTs yMesbli Bpayd, KOTOPEIMA pa3bupaeTcs B smax...'oBopu
CBOE ycroBue!

Haxkowner Acep TIOHSJI, IO KaKOu IIpyu4YrHEe OHa IIpHUIIIaA.

IIeBOYKa 3aMeTHIIa, YTO OH MOJTYMT, TaK, OHA PeIlria IOCMOTPETh IPSIMO B T'JIa3a MmapHs. KpacHbie
ria3a JIukopuc ObITM XOJIOOHEIME C OTTEHKOM KPOBOKAIHOCTH, HO BHE3AIIHO OHA PEe3KO0 YCIIOKOUIIACh
¥ IIPOCTO CKa3ajla, - BCIIOMHUIA, B Havaje Tl COTJIACHIICS, TAK YTO 30BH 9TOTO BpPayda, ¥ 5 OCTABIIIO
TeOs B IIOKOE... A, TaKXKe CKaXXHu CBOE IT0XKeJIaHue.

[TomuMHEHHBIN, KOTOPBINA CTOS PSIOOM C JIMKOPUC, yKe Hadasl BLIHUMAaTh CBOM MeY U3 HOXKEH, KaK
IeBOYKa Iepeq HUM OBICTPO YCIIOKOMJIACh, TEM CaMBIM YAUBUB €ro U ero MacTepa.

OT 9TOM COEeNKU He BHUMET HUYEro, HU II0JIE3HOTO MM BPETHOTO [JIS HEr0, COOTBETCTBEHHO, OH
MaxHYyJI PyKoii, 4ToOsl IIpUKa3aTth, - [1030Bu Anekca...

['ma3a JIuKopuC HaAMOIHUINCE Hagexnou. Hemensist oHa mopolia K ctony Acep, - Hai 6ymary u
PYUKYy, - IPOTSIHYB IIPaByIo0 PyKy, IoTpeboBasa oOHa.
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