JIMKOpPHUC yCIIBIIaa, Kak KTO-TO IIOCTYYasICs B ABePb ¥ MATKO MPHOTKPEUI €€, HO TaK KaK OHa celyac
cumerna B rOCTEBOM KOMHATe C AcepoM, TO CIiepBa OHa MOCMOTpeJia Ha Bilafieliblia JoMa ¥ TIIyGOKO
3a[lyMa’ach.

Acep Ilucc momxkeH OBbIT BCTYIUTD B ITOXO, TAK ITOYEMY OH elé Tyma He ymeén? Yto Boobie
IIPOUCXOAUT?!

Ho atu BOIIPOCEI OBLITH IIPOT'JIOYEHEI, HE BCIIELIXHYB Ha CBET.
Bre3zamnno, oHa IIOYYBCTBOBaAJla J'Iél"KYIO 00JIb B IISITKE, OTYET0 BHIIIIA U3 CBOUX paSI[y'MI/II;I.

[TopmHSIB TOMOBY, JIMKOPHUC YBUAEA MYXKUYUHY CPEIHUX JIeT, KOTOPHIM UMel IJTUHHEIE BOJIOCH
30JI0TUCTOTO IIBeTa ¥ 3€JIEHEIE TTTa3a. ITO ObIT AJTeKC - TUYHEIM Bpayd Acepa.

JImkopuc riay00Ko B3[0XHYJIa OT elle OmHOU 00u.
OKa3bIBaeTCS, OHA CITUIIKOM I'TyO0KO IIPOTPy3uiach B CBOM MEIC/IM, UTO HUUETO HE 3aMedaria.

- OckonkY r71y60KO0 BOH3UIIACE, @ HEKOTOPhIe OBUIM pa3[aBIieHbl. - ONKCAJ PaHeHue JIukopuc Anekc
CBOUM TIyOOKHMM T'OJIOCOM, 3aTE€M ITPOIOIIKHUII, - [lyMalo, IPUAETCS ITPOOIIePUPOBaTh, YTOOK Mucc He
3apa3uiach HH(EKIHen.

Acep Llucc kuBHYJI B 3HaK IOHUMaHUs, II0CJIe HEOXKUAAHHO A1 JIuKopuc ckasai, - HaunHau npsiMmo
ceiyac.

B Hemoymenunu JIukopuc 3acCTeLIA.

OuHynach OT 3TOTO OHa TOJILKO TOrfa, Korpaa Acep Llucc mopHsn e€ Ha pyku. Eé nmuiio mobnemHero.
OmycTHB TOJIOBY, OHA B CIIEIIKE CMYIIEHHO TPOTOBOPHIIA, - ['OCIIOAKH, S IyMal0 9TOT0 HE CTOUT
fenaTh...fd MOTYy caMa, TJlaBHO€, BBl OTIIPaBbTE MEHS JOMO.

C omyuIeHHOU TOJIOBOI OHA HE 3aMeTHsIa, KaK yrojku ry0 Anekca JEPHYIIUCE.

Acep pemun He TSHYTH KOTa 3a XBOCT, - KoHeuHo cTouT. Ecnu HeT - 4To OymeT, ecnu Mucc Kamenus
BHE3aIlHO YMpPET OT 601e3Hu?

JIMKOpHC IMMPOKO pacKphiia rina3a. Ho GHICTPO YCIIOKOUBIIKCH, PEIIUTIa UTPATh AYPOUKY.
- Kamenusa? Bel mpo Koro???

- §1 MOMHIO, 4TO TOTHA THI ITOKPACHJIa BOJIOCH. B KOPUYHEBHIH I[BET, TAK KaK YEPHBIN HE MOT
IIOJTHOCTBIO CKPHITh KPACHBIN. - ACep, CXBAaTHUB MIPSIIb aJIbIX BOJIOC, YTOOBI MPUOTU3UTE €€ -
MeuTaTeJIbHO IIPOTOBOPHUII CJIOBA. - He CTOUT CTECHSITHCS.

IToBucCIa THHIIMHA.

Bupumo, Acep perrnun foOUTh €€, MPOOOJIXKUB, - f1 Ke He CMeI0 ITOCJIe MOSBISTLCS ITepel CBOUMH
JIIOABMHU, M3-3a TOTO, YTO He ITOMOT CBOEY ITOMI0NEeYHOM, fa ¥ pebeHKy. UTo ke 6ymeT ¢ Moen
penyrtanuen?

JIMKOpHC OT [ocafbl CTUCHYJIa 3yObl, OPOCUB Ha MapHS SIPOCTHBINA B3TJISAM.

Xopomro. O4eHb Xopoo! OTOT napeHb peIlny BEPHYTh €1 Xe e€ CJI0Ba C IIepBOi X BCTpeynu!



- T-Tak THI 3Ha... - He ycnena JInKopuc 3aKOHYUThL CBOU CJI0Ba, KakK Acep Llucc nmpepsan e€, - He
3Has! Kak s Mor y3HaTh 0 TaKO¥ TaMHCTBEHHOM eBOYKe, ecu OBl OHa JOOPOBOJILHO He TPU3HANach?

HI/IKOpI/IC 3amonkna. OHa IIoTepsila gap pqu/I! OHa nmoHUMaJsa CMBICH CJIOB Acepa, " IT'PYCTHO
OIIyCTHIIA T'OJIOBY.

OHa 1moHuMarna, rae JomycTuia ommoKy. Eif Hago ObIO0 IpPeCcTaBUTHCS OPYTUM UMEHEM, a He
Kamernueii, na u mom HyKeH Ovin gpyroi. Ho JIukopuc Torga Ovlia B TaHUKE U CIIEIIKE, YTO He
3aMeTHsa Ux...

[TepBriit npoMax OB B €€ Tla3aX, BTOPOU - €€ PEIeTUTOP U TPETUH - UMS CECTPHL.
JlagHO, 4TO IIPOLIIO, TO IPOIUIO. BHyTpEHHE B3[N0XHYB, JINKOPUC YCIIOKOUIIACE.

C X0IIogKOM B rojioce, OHa CIIPOCHIIa, - Yem g MOTYy Tebe CHy}KI/ITB? - B €€ TOHE CIIBIIIAJICS
HeXeJlaHue, CJIIOBHO HI/IKOpI/IC 3aCTaBJIAJIA €CTh pOIjl MVX.

Eé 3acTaBunu CHAIThL MacCKy poOKOM Jiequ...
Acep N1eTKOMEBICTIEHHO yIIBIOHYICS, - KOHEYHO, cliepBa - IeYnThCs!
Henporunaemoe nuuo JINKOpUC TPECHYIIO.

OHa momnsITanack rioy00KO B3IOXHYTh, B TO BpeMs Kak Acep II0JIOXKWII €€ Ha KPOBATh U YCJIBIIIaIa
HePBHBIM TOH Anekca, - CTOUT JT¥ UCIIOIb30BaTh 00e360muBaloIee?

KoHeuHO fiBa 4eT0BeKa MOHSIJIM CMBICTI €T0 BOmpoca. Tak Kak B 9TOM BeKe JIIO[IH HCII0Ib30BaIl
omnuyM, 4TOOH YesI0BeK BIajl B 6ecraMsTCTBO.

JImkopuc HaxMypuJsla 6poBH ¥ HEJOBOJILHO IIpoleauna, - Her!

K3-3a 9Toro 06e360/IMBaOIIETO Y TI0fIel YaCTO BO3HMKAIA 3aBUCUMOCThL. OHa JIy4Ile I0oTepnuT 60b,
yeM OymeT puCKOBaTh.

- Tl yBepeHa, eBoYKa? - B 3aMellaTeIbCTBE CIIPOCUl AJIeKC, 3aTeM IIPenioxkKui, - Moxer,
TOorfma...AIKOromnn?

Acep u JIuKOpuC IOCMOTPEJIX Ha HETO C IIYCTHIMU JINL[AMHU.
BcnoTeB 0T HePBO3HOCTH, OH TUXO IIPEAJI0KUII APYTrOM BapuaHT, - Torga...YaapuTs o ronose?
- {1 mory ymaputs BAC no romnose... - priprHyna JIukopuc, - 1 Mory notepnets!

Eé Horu cuyibHO 60JIey U MyJIbCUPOBAJIH, a 3TH ABOE IIPOCTO TSHYIU BpeMs. JINKOPHUC moTepsiia
BCSIKOE TEPIEHKE U XOJIONHO OTPHI3HYacCh, I03TOMY AJleKC ORICTPO B3SJICS 3a [eJO.

Brauane .HI/IKOpI/IC oxXxwupasna eme 6onee CHUJIBHYIO 001b, KOTTIa ANekc BBRITAHYJI OCKOJIOK, HO BMECTO
9TOT'O OIIYyTHJIA nérkoe obneryenue B Horax. OHa 6I>ICTp0 paccna61z1nacr:, M3-3d 9€ero nozxajea.

JTromu Acepa Llxcc yKe maBHO MPUTOTOBUIIM TEIIYIO BOAY C COJIBIO, CJIEIOBATENIBHO, ITOC/Ie YOupaHus
OCKOJIOK - MEJIKUX U KPYITHHIX - AJIeKC HeMe[IJIs IOJI0OKUIT YUCTYI0 Oeyio TKaHb, KOTopas ObljIa B BOfIe
Ha HOTM JIMKOpHC, HAUMHAs MEeOJIeHHO TepeTh. B THX0M KOMHATE, Ie HaXOMUI0Ch TPU YeJI0BeKa -
TIOCJIBIIIAIOCH IITUIIEHNE IeBOUKH, KOT[a OHa XKMYPHUJIach OT CHJIbHOTO ITOKaIbIBAHUS OTKPHITHIX paH.



Bnepsrie oHa oOpabaThiBajia Takue paHbl. Ho BCE OBLIO TEPIIUMO.

BuesanHo, JInKOpHC BCIIOMHUIIA, KakK Apy3bs Kamenuu u3geBanuch Haf Heii. Bes 60mb B Horax 6yaTo
IepeMecTUIach B CEPIlie U ed CTallo TPYOHO ObIaTh. [I09yBCTBOBAB FOPLKHUiA IPHUBKYC BO PTY,
JIMKOpHUC CO BCeU CUIIBI CTUCHYJIa OfEesJI0, Ha KOTOPHEIM CHfea.

YTO HE Tak C 3TOX cecTpou?!
He ycnena JIukopuc riy00Ko 3agyMaThCs, KaK AJIeKC yKe BCE 3aKOHYHUIL.

[Toka Anmekc HacTauBall, 4ToOkl JIMKOPUC OCTanach 3[IeCh, JeBOYKa HacTauBala B 00PaTHOM.
KoneuHo, oHa moxwuia Obl TYT Ha HEKOTOPOE BPeMS, HO HUKTO KpOMe Heé He IPUCMOTPUT 3a
Mumniesns...

Acep BHICIyIIaJ €€ IPUYUHY U NPENJIOKUTI, YTOOH 3a €€ MaTephio IpUCMaTPUBaI KTO-TO U3 €ro
nofel, Ho JIMKOpUC OmSTh OTKa3asach. Korfga oH ciopocun "mouemy?", JIMKOPUC IPE3PUTETHHO
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero:

- 3a cepaonueM 4ejiOBeKa He YCIIEOUTh.

O6a MyXYUHBI 3aMOJTYAIIH.

)%k

JIukopuc OBICTPHIMY IlIaTaM¥ BHIIETENIa U3 JoMa ¥ Ha MIHOBEHME 3aCThila, 00ePHYBIIKCH, eBOYKa
TIOCMOTpEJIa Ha CBOE oKpyxkeHue. Ho Huuero He 6bi10. Ha e€ nuile mosiBUIacCh sipKasi yibIOKa.

JIukopuc Ovlsla 0OYeHb CUACT/IMBA HAaKOHEI-TO BHIMAA U3 oMa. MecsIl MPOBasIThCSI U MHOTO He
OBUTATHCA - OJI S9HEPTUYHOU [EBOYKU [JOBOJIbHO TPyAHAS 3ajaya, HO BCIIOMHUB XOJIOOHBIN
IIpeaynpexXgarolyui B3Iy NoxaHa, KOTOPHIM HabJIIoman 3a Hel 1o npuka3y Acepa, JIukopuc
IIOYYBCTBOBaJla MypalllK{ 110 CIIMHE.

B To BpeMsi Kak OHa caMa 1o cebe Jleuniach, TO He MOTJIa IPUCMaTPUBaTh 3a MHUIIIeh, II03TOMY
Anekc mpefmoxun JIMKOPUC MTUYHO 3a60TUTHCS O CTAapOil XKeHIuHe. MUIllenb Ha 3TOT CYET HUUETo
He CKa3ajla ¥ IIPOCTO COTJIaCUIach.

Brina cepenuHa 3uMbl. Benblil SpKUii CBET yoapui B I'ma3a JIMKOpPUC, Tak 4TO €U IPHULIIOCh
3aXXMypHuThcs. CHera ObIIO MHOTO, ¥ MHEU 00BOJIaKKBa/IM IePeBbs, 13-3a Yero OHM Ka3aJlkCh,
CJIOBHO, BBIILIIA U3 KaPTHUHEL. BOT 4TO OHa yBUEsa, KOTMa pacKphljia riasa.

- UernoBek JOIKEH yMeTh HacllaXaaThCsa KpacoTOu... - IIpolienTtasna JInkopuc.
- 4 He pepaTtens!!!

Bopyr, JInKopuc yciblliana BOILIb, IOCJIE YeTro 3BYK Meda, pacCeKaloluil BO3AyX U ITPOH3UBIINAN
IJIOTR.

- Hapo 651510 ciymatbest bocca, a He... - BOPYT TOJIOC 3aTUX U C OIIeJIOMJIeHNEM CcKa3al, - TH...
YenoBek, KOTOPHIM HeJaBHO BOIXJI, XOJIOMHO BHIIIIOHYJI, - [1OIIIM BH BCe B KOITY.

HHKOpHC OT /MO0OIIBITCTBA 3aCThIIa, @ KOTAa yCIEIllIajia, KaK 4YTO-TO yIIaJiO, TO IIOJYMHNIIaCh CBOEMY



M000TBITCTBY, MEJTBKOM IIOCMOTPEB 3@ YTOJI YIIUIIHL.

Ha ynuBneHue BTOPOTo YeloBeKa He OBIIO, a Ha 0eJI0M CHETY JiexKall MyK4YuHa CpPeJHUX JIeT,
KOTOPHIM C TPYIOM, HO BCE eIré Ablmial. M3 ero XKUBOTa COUMIIACH TEIIAas KPOBb, a 3alax MeTaslila
[IAaBHO OKPYZKHUJI IIEPEYIIOK, PACIIPOCTPAHSISACH HallbIIe.

HI/IKOpI/IC 3alelniIaChk 3a KPOBABREIE€ CJIEARI, KOTOPHEIE YXOOUJIA OAJIEKO.

MyxX4rHa He 3aMeTHJI EBOUKY, CMOTPS C HEHABUCThIO Ha OCTaBJIeHHHIe ciefbl Kapa. CTUCHYB 3y06H,
OH OTPHI3HYJICS B ITyCTOIIL, - YOeraii...y0eraii CKOJIbKO X04elllb, XaX...

KoneuHo JIukopuc moHsIa CMBICT ero cjioB. OHa Morjia Okl He 00paTUTh BHUMaHKEe U IIPOUTH MUMO,
HO BCIIOMHUB TOT BOILJIb, KOTOPOT'O HE[ABHO YCJIbIIIAJIA - HE faBajl el I0KOo4.

HI/IKOpI/IC HEeMeOJIEeHHO II0CIeaoBalia II0 KpOBaBOMY CIIeqly.

- Tol kTO Tako#?! Kxa... - mocibIIancsa KpUK My K4YUHb, YBUAEB peOEHKa, TI0CTie Yero OH Hadal
KallJIATE.

JIMKOpUC MPOUTHOPUPOBAa €ro, UAs BIEPE.
307I0TUCTOTO LIBETA BOJIOCH OKPACUJIACh aJIbIM, & U3YyMPYOHBIE Tla3a HAIOJTHUIIUCD XKaXK 0N MECTH.

3a 4 ropma cnyxk0bl uM... OH Ol 61arogapeH 3a TO, YTO OHU CIIAC/IM €ro OT HUIIETH... Ho oHu
OKJIEBETAJIM U COYJIM €T0 MpefaTesieM, PEIIuB YOUTh.

Teneps-To Kap nmousn. O criepBa n306aBUIIUCh OT €I0 POJUTENIEN, a KOT{la Y Hero He ObII0 KPHIIIK
HaJ TOJIOBOM, TO PeInau "cracTu" ero.

"~ Mowu pyKu 110 JIOKOTh B KPOBU. MeHs 3aCTaB/IsAIu [eflaTh ¥ BUAETH TaKue Bellld - KOTOPBIX g He
XOTeJl. & cunTas, 9YTo TaKUM 00pa30M OTIIJIady UM, HO OHHU IIPOCTO UCIOJIb30Bau MeHs!" - 60/b OT
IpefaTebCTBa ero HOBOM CEMbU Chefalia ero, Tpebys MecTu o TOTo, YTo Kapy cTaHOBUIOCH TPYTHO
OBIIIATE.

3UMHSS X000 He mokosieban ero penimMOCThb BBEIZKUTH, HO TEJIO Kapa Ha JMaHHBIN MOMEHT OBITIO
JOBOJIBHO crabbIM.

"~ CKOJIBKO KPOBU s 1OTepsiin? JIuTp unu Asa...Bot Tak u ympy?"
- Hama!

Korpa pa3ym Kapa 3aTymaHumcs, oH ycibla 0071erd€HHEN Bo3rnac. Ho ycrblinas cuenyomue
CJI0Ba HEXKHOTO T'0JI0CA, OH XOTEJI OTKPBLITh POT U B IIPSIMOM CMEICJIE€ BHITUTIOHYTh KPOBb.

- Ero tak npocTto HauTu. A ecnu Obl KTO-TO paHbllle MeHS Haléen ero? 9X... [Iypak.

[TpocTele ¥ IpsIMEBIE CI0Ba MaJIeHbKOTO pebEHKa YHU3UIKA yMeJIoro HaéMHoro youiiny. Ho oH He
yCIIeJl OTBETUTH, TaK KaK IPOTPY3UIICS BO ThMY.

- Ero rnasa 3akphiuch, - JIukopuc obiomerna, IpoaoJIKUB, Kak-0bl o6palasich yxKe K MapHio, - I,
npochinaiics! 4 ke He MOTY MOTAIIUTh TBOIO GeCCO3HATENIbHYIO TYINY A0 Oe30macHOro Mecra!

[TuHOK.



Ho Kap C 3aKPEITBIMHU I'JIa3aMHU JINIITbE HAXMYPHJICA, KOT'Ia IIOYYBCTBOBAII J'Iél"Ky'IO 00J1b B HOT'€ OT
IIMHKa JEBOYKH.

C mycThiM nuiioM JIMKOPUC MBICIIEHHO BOmpoInana, "- OH TYyT KPOBb TEPSIET OT PaHHI, HO XMYPUTCS U3-
3a aToro?!"

B To Bpems kKak JIMKOpUC He IOHUMaJa JIOTUKY NapHs, HeJaleKo OT WX HaX0KAEHUS MOCIIBIIaNCs
rpoMKuu ronoc, - Os tam!

JIukopuc B3gporuynaa. Ei X0Tenoch CIyCTUTh CKYIYIO CNe3y U MakKaTh OT rops. Hy mouemy u3 Bcex
O/TM3KUX Ha MaHHBIM MOMEHT JTIOfeH, TYT HOJIKeH ObT HAaXOIUThCS YeJI0BEK TOr0 HEHABUCTHOTO
napHs?! BynTo oH mpenBuUes, YTO OHA OIMSITh CO3MACT Ajist ceOst mpobieM.

Korga JIukopuc mogyMasa o0 3TOM, TO €€ 3aXJIeCTHYJIO HeIPUsITHOe 4yBCTBO. OHa He XOTeJa TOTO,
yTOOLI €M IIOMOTaIy, HO...

- MoxaH... - rma3a JIMKOPHC 3aC/Ie3MIUCh OT CHIILHOTO HeXKeNaHus U 06u/bl. Eé POT HCKPUBUIICS,
KOTa OHA Yepe3 CTUCHYThHIe 3yOHl IIOIPOCHIIa MyKUYKUHY, KOTOPHIH BHILIEN U3 YIJIa, - [IOMOTH MHE...

JKasb, 9To MoxaH He IOHIMAI HYTpO "HauBHOX" NE€BOYKM, OyMasl KaK ey CTpallHO B 3TOM MeCTe, a
CUJIbHOE XKeJlaHWe CIIaCTH MOJIOOTO YejoBeKa He MO3BOJISAI0 OTIIYCTUTH €TO0.

Bennoe ouTts...

HaBepHoe, eqUHCTBEHHBIM YEI0BEK CYMEBILIUM MTOHSATH €€ - OBIJT TEM CaMbIM HEHABUCTHHIM [IJI HEE
Acepom Lluccom.

Xorts1, omHax Ol MoxaH mocnenoBan 3a JIMKOPHUCOM, HO M3-3a MaJIEHbKOTI'0 POCTa OHAa CMeIlanach ¢
TOJITIOM, TEM CaMBbIM MYKUYKMHa MOTEPsI eé cief. OHU ellé He 3Ha/H, YTO MPUIITIOCH TEPEXKUThH
JIMKOpHC, ¥ YTO el HyKHO [leJiaTh, HaObl BEIXKUTD.
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