CHeXUHKY THXO0 KpyXkKach, naganu ¢ Heba. CTOSAM rycToi TyMaH. BHe3amHo, OCTBIIANOCEH TAKEI0oe
IbIxaHMe U [T0Ka3ajach Clielllallas MajeHbKas Gurypa, Koropas xpomasna. 9To 6eina JIukopuc, ¢ eé
IJIMHHBIMYA KPAaCHEIMU CJIOBHO KPOBb BojIocaMu. Bcsi OHa mpefcTaBiisiia co00¥ pacTpENaHHYI0
IIeBOYKY, KOoTopas 60Jiblile IOXOAUIIAa Ha HUIEHKY.

[IaTHAAUATH MUHYT Ha3af.

- Hy maBaii, Hanertai! - ¢ HeTepneHueM I'POMKO CKa3as bak u cen nepeq JIMKOPUC, B OXKUTaHUN
CMOTPS Ha [eceprT.

JImkopuc 3ampoxkaiia, CKa3aB TUXUM I'0JIOCOM, - [Isasi, TYT TaK XOJIOMHO... - 3aTeM MPOIOIKHUIIA, HO
yXKe 3auKasicCh, - X-XOTeJIOCh OBI-bI TEIJION BOOLI, H-HO OyeT Iydlle, eCIU-U 9-3TO T-ropsdasi...

B3k 3acTeul. Ei TyT HaCTOIBKO XOJIONHO, UTO OHAa Haydasa 3aukaTbesa? Ho oHa ke B KypTKe! Bak
IIOCTaBUJI MaJIeHbKUM YalHUK C BOJOY Ha MJIUTY U Yepe3 OeCiaTh MUHYT IIOCIIyIIHO Halujl e’
rops4dyto Boay. IlocTaBuB cTakaH Ha CTOJ epen JIMKopuc, 0H 00paTHO BEPHYJICS, CEB HA CBOE MECTO.

JIMKOpHC MMOCMOTpea Ha CTaKaH, a 3aTeM Ha nupor. OHa He3aMeTHO MOHS/Ia CBOM HOTH, COOpaB UX
BMECTE U B3siJIa CTakKaH. [Tap CTPyU/ICS Ha IOBEPXHOCTD, TOKA3HIBAs, UTO 9TO KUMISATOK. JINKOPUC
ClerKa IPUITOHSIA YTOJIOK PTa B yCMeEIIKe, ¥ OIIyCTHB TOJIOBY OHA BIOXHYIA Map. 3aTeM MOgHsIa
TOJIOBY, UTOOHI YBUIE€Th, KaK B9K B 02KMIOAHUIH 3aCTHIL.

- [IdgeHbKa, - mo3Bajia OHa,- Bnaronapfo Bac! - IIpOOoJIZKH1JIa, KOraa bak B3IrJIHYII B e€ Tasa.

KoHeuyHO MyzK4MHa Iepef HeX OT YOUBIEHUS 3aCThI, ¥ JINKOPUC HEMe/JIs BHIJIECHYJIa BOOY IIPSIMO
B €r0 JIUII0. B9K BCKPUKHYJ KaK CBUHbBS, KOTOPYIO PEKYT, CXBATUBIIKCH 32 CBOE 000KKEHHOE MECTO.
Tem BpeMeHeM JIUKOPHC He TePsis BPeMEHM CXBATHIIa IIUPOT, TIOCTABUB HA OPYTYI0 CTOPOHY CTOJIA, U
KMHYJIa TapeJKy B yX&Ke 3allUIIEHHYI0 PYKaMy JIUIIO.

[Tocneiancst 3BOH U TPECK CIIENOM, 3aTeM I'POXO0T, IIOCIEeAYIOUIUY ¢ 3ByKOM pa30uBaHNe Tapesiku Ha
KYCKHU.

B3k B rHeBe OMyCTUB PYyKH, 3aopai, - Ax Trl cTepBa! [IpoknsaTas crepsa! A yorio Te0s1, yObi0 3a 3TO!
YTO ThI COEJIAJIA C MOMM ITPEKPACHBIM JIUTIOM?!

JIMKOpHC 130 BCEX CHJI THYJIA CTOJI, M3-3a Yero B3k rpoxHysics Ha mepeBsHHBIN 1Mo, OH OBl
CJIMILIKOM TOJICTBIM, YTOOBI CYMETb BCTaTh, I03TOMY OH KYBHIPKAJICA Ha IOJIY, IBITAsICh IOTHATHCS U
30UTH [IeBUYIIKY.

JIuKopuC BCTpeleHynach Ha3af, HO BCE XKe CXBaTHUJIa IIUPOT, 3aTeM mopouina K baky. Ero rnasa Bceé
elé OBIIM 3aKPHITHI, TO JIM OT TOpsiued BOIEI, TO JIM OT HEBRIHOCUMOI 601u. Ero poT GBI IITMPOKO
PACKpHIT, B TO BpeMS KaK OH CHITIAJ IPOKJISTHS.

JIMKOpHC HaxXMypHuJlach, TUXO MPOIIeNTaB, - ECIu TH TakK CUJIbHO XOTeJI, YTOOH 5 Chesa 3Ty
"crmamocTh", TO maBaii 51 Te0st el HaKOPMITIO?

CnemoM MOXKHO OBITIO YBUETh, KaK MajleHbKasl JeBOYKa ylapuia poT TOJICTOI0 MYXKUUHEL, 3aTeM
3aKphlJla ero HOC, YTOOH! OH ITPOTJIOTHUII ITHPOT.

Bak BCKUHYN €€ ¢ cebs1, Tocie Toro, Kak Chell YT0-TO BKycHOoe. OH B3BU3THYJI OT y2Kaca, Korfa IOHS
YTO 3TO.

- T-Tel yepTOBKa! - BCTAaB HAKOHEL] C I10JIa, BEIKPUKHYI OH. ['1a3a bska Hayasu Cie3uThCs, OH



TIOTIBITAJICST OTKPHITh X YEPe3 CUIIy, HO 60Jb OblIa CHIIbHA, TO3TOMY He MOT [JaXke XOTh MaJIeHbKO
PaCKpPHITh UX.

JIMKOopKC MEMOJIETOM OpPOCHIIa B €r0 CTOPOHY B3TJISA[, CENOM IIOHOIIa K IBEePH Ha BeIXod. Ho mBeps,
KaK OHa Ipefroaraa - Oblyla 3alepTa Ha K4, A K04 Obi ¥ Baka, cremoBaTeIbHO, BMECTO TOTO,
yTOOHRI IIONOUTH K HeMy, JINKOPHUC B3siJIa CTYJI, Ha KOTOPOM CHJeNa 0 ¥ yIapuia UM B OKHO.

IabIile TOCTIBIIIAIICS 3BYK Pa30MBAIOIIUXCS CTEKOJI. JIMKOPUC IIOCTaBUIIA CTYJI, B30OPABUIUCH 110
HeMY, YTOOBI BHIIIPHITHYTh Ha YJIUITY, KaK YCIIbIIIAia CKPHUII, CJiefyeMbli ObICTPhIMU ITaramMu. OHa
o0epHynach, yBuaeB KakK bak cTouT Bo3ne croina. Ero Bup npepncTaBisi co0oi pa3bsipeHHOro KabaHa.
[II1poKO PACKPHITEE KPAaCHEIE TJIa3a, CMeIIaHHbIe C CEePHIM OTTEHKOM, KOTOPHIE eIlé CIIe3UTIUCh,
Ka3aJINCh OTBPATUTEIILHLIM C €0 OIIMapPeHHEIM Ha KUIISITOK JIUIIOM, ¥ Y3Ke HaudaJly IOSIBIISTHCS
BOJITIBIPH.

Or IIOTPSACEHUA .HI/IKOpI/IC HpOH.II/I6 XOJIOmHBIM OT. Ero riasa IepBOHAYAJIbLHO t-IéprIe, TeIlePk,
CJIOBHO Hadanu TasATb. HeT. OHU B IIPpsAIMOM CMEICJIE Tasifiu! 3TO BHITISIOEIO0 OUEHb YZXKaCHO.

T'onoc baka OvlN HANOTHEH arOHUEH, KOrAa OH B3BU3TrHY, - ! YOnio! Tebs!

JIukopuc rioy00Ko B3[OXHYJIa U BEIIPHITHYIA CO CTyJIa Yepe3 OKHO Ha YUY, 3allUINas PyKaMu CBOO
TOJIOBY.

OHa KyBHIPKHYJIaCh HECKOJIBKO pa3, IIPojiekaB TaK HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, MOTkITaaach BCTath. Ho B
JIEBOYM HOTe UCIIbITaja CUJIbHYIO 00J1b, 3-3a Yer0 HEeBOJIBHO IIPOCTOHAA. B eé rimasax HaBepPHYIHUChH
CJIE3HL.

A xorpa JIuKopuC BCE-TAKH BCTalla, TO €€ paHee PACTPEMAHHBIN BU[I CTajl CITUIIKOM 6€300pa3HbIM.

Ona ImMBITHYJIa HOCOM, 3aTeM IiepeBesia B3IJIAM Ha pa3buTtoe okHO. [Tox e€ Horamu jiexkanu
MHO3K€CTBO OCKOJIOK, KOTOPO€e IIPOTKHYJIO €€ Calory, I03TOMY Ha CHeXKHOM 3eMJie 00pa3oBajach
MaJieHbKas Jy’Ka U3 KPOBHU.

He YBUOEB baka, oHa CPa3y XKe HalIPpaBUJIaCbk B CTOPOHY CBOET'0 OOMa.

Yepes ceKyHAy, Kak yiuuia JIukopuc, mokasancg bak. OH He Bugen HAYEro, I10 9TOU IpUYrHe, KOraa
OH cHefaj Iar B CTOPOHY XOJIODHOTO BeTpa, KOTOPHIM [yJI, TO CIIOTKHYJICS 00 cTyn. Ha HUuXHeN pame
OKHa BCe €eIll€ 0CTaBaJIiCh OCTPHIE, CTOAIINE IPSAMO, CTEKIIAa. briaro ero xupHas Tylla 3aIllUTHIa €T0,
M OH CJIeTKa NPOTKHYICcSA. Ho MyKunHa BCE paBHO HeHaBuzes 60Jib, a TYT ero 00JIUIN KUMISTKOM, a
Telepb CIOTKHYBLIKCH OH yIIaa Ha 4TO-TO 0CTpoe! YTo 3a HeBe3y4yul OeHb-TO Takou! Myxk4uunHa
O4YeHb I'POMKO KpHrYasl U OpPHIKAJICS, IBITasiCh BEIMTH U3 3TOTO MTOJI0KEHUS.

Ho 6110 OB Tyulile, eciu OBl OH XOTh HEMHOT'O UCITHITall 671arogapHOCTH, Beb Cpa3y ke I0oCyIe TOTO,
KaK [102KaJI0BaJICSI Ha 9TOT JIeHb, BAK MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KAK KTO-TO TOJIKHYJI ero Biepén. CTEKIIO OKHa
CII0MaJioch, a caM b3k yman HaseM. MTak, u3 ero pra OpeI3HyIa KPOBb.

YeThlpe MUHYTH CIIYCTS, JINKOPUC 3ambIXaiach, YyTh-JIM HE Tepsis CO3HaHKe. BHe3amHo, oHa
3aTyMaHEHHBIMH T'la3aMU 3aMeTHJIa YEPHYIO KapeTy, C 3alpsiXKeHHBIMU JTallafgbMu. JIomaay Takxke
OBLIM ITOJTHOCTHIO YEPHBIE, a TJ1a3a UX OBIIM SPKO-00CUAMAHOBEIMU. JTa KapeTa HallpaBysiach B €€
CTODOHY.

JIukopuc 3acThiya, 3a0bIB, YTO [OJIZKHA OBUTa YBUIBHYTh. BHE3AIHO, €€ TeJ0 MOTXKeNneno u JINKopuc
yIana BO ThMY.



Cupgsamui Ha KapeTe Ky4ep 3aMeTusI MaJIeHbKYI0 YEPHYI0 QUTYPY Ha 3eMJie, OH CJIerKa HaXMYPHIICS,
CKa3aB, - X035IMH, Ha 3eMJIe JIEKUT... - OH CJIerKa MPUIIYPHUIICS, YIUBIEHHO IPOOOJIXKHUB, -
ManeHnbKasl IeBOYKa, Xax?

V3 KapeThl MOCTIBIIIAIICS MTPOXJIAAHBIN I'0JT0C, KOTOPHIM MOT MPOOUTH MOPO3 [0 KocTel, - M 4To ¢
toro? [Ipoe3xkaii MUMO. B 3TOM cTpaHe BCE PaBHO MOJIHO HUILIKX.

Kyuep BHyTpeHHE B3MOJIBUJICS; aX, X035IMH, MOXKeTe XOTb HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUTHCA?! MeHS CIIOBHO
c3amau cobuparoTcs youTh! Bl ceromgHs omsaTh MOB3HOpHIH ¢ Ero BeicouecTBOM, II09TOMY HaCTPOEHHE
o0oux OBIJIO KaK [IBa JIbBa, KOTOPHIE CPazKaJluCh 3a CBOM TEPPUTOPUH. AX, HECKOJIbKO JHEH OH OIATh
OymeT HaKa3kBaTh BCEX MOAPSL...

Kyudep c HexXenmaHueM TUX0 yBemoMu, - Ho...O9To Ta geBouKa, KOTOpas MpoCHia Balleil ITOMOIIH. ..

Tomoc Acepa cTan Ha HECKOJIBKO TPalyCcoB TeIljiee, KOrfa oH cKa3ai, - Oy? - CJIOBHO OH BooO11le He
ObLT pa3mpaXkUTeNbHBIM KakK paHble. ETo rooc Bcé Takxke OBIT HEXKHBIM U TITyOOKHM, - A 4ero sTo
OHA JIEXKUT Ha XOJIOMHOH 3eMe?

Yronku ry6 Kydepa 3afiépraiuch, Ho OH oTBeTun, - OHa paHeHa.

Cupsiuuii BHyTpPH KapeThl, Acep 3aMonydan. He OblI0 HUYET0 YOUBUTEIHHOTO, €CJIU €€ ITHITANIUCh
yOuTh opyrue. XoTs OHa BCero Jullb peOEHOK, HO Npeficka3aHus XpaMa PUIIoIb Bcerga cOBIBaINCh,
na? Acep IPUIIONHSAT I'YOBI B IETKOW yIBHIOKE, CIOBHO LIeAPLIA U MUJIOCEPOHBINA YeIOBeK.

JInKopuC pe3Ko pacliaxHyJsia rjia3a OT CHJIbHOU TPSICKU. E€ BCTPETUII TTOTOJIOK, TaKXkKe OHa YCIIbIIIaa
pxKaHue KoHed. OHa MOIBITANIaCh BCTaTh, HO €€ Telo 064ano HEBEHIHOCUMOM 00JTH, M3-3a YEero AeBoYKa
IIPOCTOHAA.

HeoxunauHo, JIMKOPUC yCbIIIAa JIETKUM CMEIIOK U e€ cepalle 3aapoxkaio. He u3-3a 3HaKOMOT0
PSIIOM C Hel YesloBeKa, HO M3-3a rojioca. CJII0BHO B 3ByYHOM py4delKe MPUSITHO CTy4aIKCh APYT O
Ipyra KaMHH, a PSIOM UTPaiach BUOJIOHYE]I.

IIeBOuUKe OBIIO BCETO BOCEMB JIET, CJIEJOBATENIbHO, OHA He JOJIXKHA ITOHUMATh CJIOKHEIE YYBCTBA
MeXAy MyXKYMHOU U KEHIIWHOM, HO UPOHUYHO, 4TO JIMKOPUC XOPOIIo TOHMMasa cBo€ cepaue. Ecou
Obl elt OBLIIO TPHHAMLATH WM ISATHAAIATh, OHa 6e3yCII0BHO, BI0OMIach OB B 3TOT0 YeJIoBeKa I10 YIIIH.
[Touemy-To JInKOpuC ucnbiTana 61arofapHocTh EBe, U clierka HaxMypuiach, 3aTeM IiepeBelia CBOM
B3IJIA[ B CTOPOHY CMEIIKa.

BuyTpu KapeTsl OBIIIO TEMHO, TaK 4TO JIMKOPUC B JiexKadeM I0JI0KEeHUH C TPYOOM yBUeJla YEPHEIe
IJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH C SIPKO-0JIECTSAIIMMHU, CJIOBHO 3Be3AHl ItadaMu. OHa OBICTPO MOHSTIA KTO 3TO,
BIIOCJIE[ICTBUY IIPUTBOPUIACH OIIEIOMIIEHHOH, B yKace Bckpuuas, - Ax! Ax! Kto 3mecw? ['me a?! 4...
4 xouy gomou! MaMouKa, amnoyka...TyT MOHC...- He yCIlella OHa IMPOO/IKHUTh, KaK YCIIbIIIaa elle
OOVH CMEIIOK U Teleph e€ TeJIo 0T CTpaxa 3aApoxkKaro.

[Touemy Acep Llucc ctan cTpallHbBIM?

JIMKOpHC YIIUMHYIa paHy Ha HOTE ¥ B €€ ryia3ax cpasy MOSIBUIKCH KPYIIHbIE KaeabKy CIIE3, a MEKH
TIOKPACHEJIH.

[ITupoKO pacKpHIB I'Mla3a B TEMHOTE, OHa 00S37TKMBO MpoIuenTana, - KTo Bel... KTo BE Takoii?

BuguMmo, meBouka mepe HUM He 3HAeT, YTO TaKoe 0JIaromapHoCTh. JIagHo, OH JACT e JIUI0, YTOORI
peOEHOK TmouTpaa HEMHOXKKO0. Ho Ha camMoM ferne, Acep IBITAICS IOUTPaTh CaM...



OH XO0pOIIIO BUOEN B TEMHOTE, T03TOMY YIUBHUIICS, KOTMIa YBUEN, KaK JeBOYKa Iepef HUM BXKUIIach B
posb 60sI37uBOM U HexXHOU ytenu. Eciu 6b1 Acep He BCTpedast e€ paHbIle, TO KOHEYHO, cpa3y 65
HayvaJl yCIIOKauBaTh, XKaJles, YTO He OCTaBUJI e€ IIOMUPATh Ha YIIUIE.

Acep OTBETHUIJI eif MITKHUM TOHOM, - ¢ HAIlEJ Bac Ha XOJIOIHOM 3eMJjie, 1 He MOT OCTAaBUTh BAC TaM.

XoTs ero rojoc ObIJT HeXKHBIM CJIOBHO TEINEINA BeTep, JIMKopuc Opocusio B X0Jo#HbM 0T. OHa
OCTOPOXKHO CJIefiijia 3a HUM, He oOpalllas BHUMaHUS Ha TO, YTO HE BUOUT B TEMHOTE.

HI/IKOpI/IC YYBCTBOBaAJld, KaK YEJIOBEK IIepe[q Hell TaKkKe CMOTPHUT Ha Heé, HO XOJIOOHBIMH I'JIa3aMH.

OHa BOpYT MOHSJIA KaKUM y2KaCHBIM dejioBeKoM Ovl1 Acep Llyicc, KOTOPHEIM UTpas Ha MyOnuKe
no6poro apucTokpaTa. MHOTHE U3-3a €T0 IIPUTBOPCTBA, IIBITAJIUCh UCIIOIb30BATh €T0 B CBOUX
KOPBICTHBIX 11eJISIX, YTOOR NpUYuHUTE Bpel Hacrmegnomy IIpunity. Ho...Bugumo Bce omubanuch, Kak
u Jlukopuc. BayTpense JIuKopuc moxsanuia ero, IpofoiXKas Ha I0OBEPXHOCTH IPOXKAaTh CIIOBHO
cnaboe MajieHbKOe XKUBOTHOE. TPOHEIIh eT0 - OHO MOXKET OT UCIIyTa YMEePETh.

Acep SIBHO IIOHSII €€ IIJIaH, TaK YTO 110 9TOM NMPUYKMHE TPOMKO paccMesycs. JIMKOpuC He Moria
IIOHSITh, IOYEMY 3TOT ITapeHb CMeETCcsA? Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa CJIMIIKOM MHOTO fyMaJja, VIIyCTUB
OJIHY BaXXHYIO [IeTaJlb.

JIukopuc cnabo oTBeTHna, - C-cmacu6o...Bel MoxKeTe BhICAaOUTh MEHS 3[eCh, Hasbllle 1 MOTY caMa
CIIPABUTHCS.

Inst Acepa ObIIM SICHHI €€ CJIOBa, CIIeI0BAaTEIbHO OH OTBETHUII MEeBOUKe, - Kak pa3 B Moei pe3ugeHIun
3aTecascs OfUH Bpa4, OH OCMOTPUT TeOs.

JImKopuC B 3aMelllaTeIbCTBE OIIYCTHIIa TOJIOBY. B ero romoce He ObIJI0 HaMEKa Ha oTKa3! UTo genaTh?
Cbexats? OHa He Mora cOexaTh U3-3a paH, TaK 4TO JIMKOPUC IOCTYIIIHO ¥ TUXO CHAeNa, He 3Had
KaK BHIOPATLCS M3 9TOM CUTYALUH.

Yepeas nsATHaAATh MUHYT, KapeTa ocTaHOBUIACh. Acep Llucc mepBhIM BEHILIE, ITOCTIE IIOBEPHYJICS U
IPOTSIHYJ PYKY, YTOOBI B3SITh HEBOYKY Ha PyKu. OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH JIMKOPUC THXO BCKPUKHYIIA,
IIMPOKO PACKpPHIB ri1a3a. OHa He CMesla CMOTPETH B I'la3a IMapHs, I03TOMY OTBeJla UX, POOKO
IIOroBopus, - f...4 Mory cama...

Ho Acep 6v11 TBEPH, - HeT yx!

[To KaKON-TO HEM3BECTHOM NpuyuHe, JINKOPUC UCTIbITaNa CTHIA. biaro Ha ynuile ObIO X0JI0OOHO, U
3aaseBIIre MEKHU MOKHO [TIOCUUTATD, TOSBUIUCH U3-3a XOJI0MA.
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Kak ke xo4eTcs mucaTh IJIaBHO, @ He KaK IMPSIMOIUHENHBIN POoOOT: )
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