bl OIIYCTHUJIaCh Ha KOJIEHU IIepen aJiTapeM OTIa, PhIAada OT BCETO CepAalia. He60 ObII0 TEMHEIM, BCE
OCTaJIbHOE, 9YTO OKPY2KaJI0 MEH4, OBLIO TYCKIJIBIM. Moii ronoc ctan XPHUIIJIBIM OT CJIE3. Tonvko KOTma
MOH Trjia3a CTaJIl TEMHO-KPAaCHBIMH, A, HaKOHEI], OCTaHOBMUJIACh.

Ians ToHT co cre3aMu IPUBETCTBOBAJ Moe MeHs. OH nornanuil 60pony, U cie3bl IOTEKIIX U3 ero
cTapbix r71a3. OH yTemma MeHs XpUIIsIM ronocoM: «Pa3 Cso JlaH BepHyJach, moyemy Ovl Tede He
3axeyb 671aTOBOHUS 1151 CTaporo MacTtepa? TeOst He ObLIO TPH rofa, S AyMal... I GyMaJl, 4To Te0s
[ABHO HET...»

4 B3si7Ia My490K 3axkKKeHHBIX 071aroBoHUM U3 pyK PaHb Ykao BoHS ¥ 10OI0XKMIA UX B KYPUTIBHULLY.
Korpa s nopmHsIa rojioBy U OIyCTU/IACh Ha KOJIEHHU, 1 HAKOHEeI IIOHAJIa, YTO KTO-TO ellle CTOUT Ha
KOJIEHAX PAAoM co MHOU. [Isans ToHT momelTancs IoMoYb eMy ITOAHATHCS: «Balle BenuyecTBo, 3T0
CJIMIIKOM HeyMeCTHO. CTaphlii MacTep yXKe CMUPUJICA C Bo3BpalleHrueM Cs0 JlaHa, KaK MBl MOXEM
3aCTaBUTH BaC IPEKJIOHUTE IIepe HUM KOJIeHu?»

®3nb Ykao BaHb OTTONKHYII er0o pyKy: «CTapeli reHepas LOCTOUH MOEro yBaxeHusd.» [locie 3Toro
OH ITOKJIOHHUJICS IIepef; OTLOM BMEeCTe CO MHOM.

[To3xe psaps ToHT cripocunn MeHs 3a crinHOU O3Hb Ykao Baub: «Cs0 JlaH... YTO IPOUCXOOUT MEXKAY
To00M 1 Ero BenuuectBoM?» OH BCe ellle Ha3bBajl MEHSI MOUM CTaphIM IIPO3BUILEM.

[Tocne cne3 Moe cepalle CTajlo HAMHOTO CIIOKOMHee. f1 cumera B CTapoM ABOpe, Habmomas 3a
IIBETaMU U OepeBbIMU. TpaBa U COPHSIKM, Ka3aloCh, IIPOILIBETANIA. YBUIOEB 3TOT BU/ U BCIIOMHUB
yeJioBeKa, KOTOporo TaM 0osibiie He OBIIO, CJIe3kl CHOBA HaBEPHY/INCH MHE Ha I'fla3a. 4 mocMoTpena
Ha As0i0 ToHra CBOMMM ONYXIIMMH TJIa3aMU; HOJIXKHO OBITH, 5T BREITJISIAEIIa OYeHb HeKPacuBo: «Kak ThI
AyMaelllb, YTO MPOUCXOOUT MEXAYy MHOU U HUM, A9 TOHT?»

OH moTryIaguiI MeHs 10 TOJIOBE. 3a TPH rofia, YTO S er0 He BUEeNIa, er0 BOJIOCH ¥ 60POIa COBEPIIEHHO
nocemenu. OH OeHCTBUTENILHO CUIIBHO ITOCTAPEJ, XOTS ero PyKa OCTaBajach TAKOM 2Ke TEIIOon. «
BHUJIEJI, YTO OH OYEHb TI0OUT TeOs... OmHaKo, Ipexae YeM CTaphll MacTep yMep, OH OOJIbIlle BCETO He
XOTeJI, YTOOHI THI BOIIITIa BO OBOpEII...» OH IOBEPHYJICS, YTOOR BRITEPETD CIE3HI: «J[0IKHO OBITE, 5
O4YeHb MmocTape. f He momkeH ObUT TOOHUMATh Iepef To0O0M BOIIPOC O CTAPOM MacTepe.»

BHepBBIe B XKHW3HU A IIOOHSAJIA I'OJIOBY M IIOCMOTPEIa Ha OA0I0 Tonra 6e3 MajeuIero YYBCTBA BUHHI:
«ToI 371MICA HA MEHS TPpHU roga Ha3an? ThH, JOIXKHO 6I:ITB, OelCTBUTEIbHO HEHABUOUIIL MEHS 3a...»

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 5 ITPOCTO OIYCTHUJIA TOJIOBY, y MeHS 00Jbllle He OBIJIO CUJI TPOMI0IKATh TOBOPUT.

OH mornagua MeHs IO TOJI0Be CBOel OOJIbIION JagoHb0, BEITUPAs MOM CJIe€3bl CBOUMHU I'PyORIMU
nasnbiamu: «CTapelii MacTep LeHuNI TebsI, Kak XKeMuyKUHY. Bo BCSIKOM ciTy4yae, OH BUHUII OBl 3TOTO
commska fHa 3a To, YTO y HEro He OBIIO IIPOHUIATENbHEIX ITa3. OH HUKOTa Ok He PacCepOuIICS Ha
Te0s1, OH ITPOCTO BOIHOBACA. Toraa mpu ABope Oblyla HeCTabUIbHOCTD, T Oblla MIPOCTOM AEBYIIKOH,
KaK ObI THI TIOHSIJIA MHTPUTY, CTOSIIYIO 3@ KaXKIBIM ITOBOPOTOM COOBITHH?»



Moii ronoc apoxai, Korfa g IbiTaaachk MOATBEPAUTE TO, YTO TOJIBKO YTO yCabilana: «OTer
OeHCTBUTEILHO HEe BUHUII MEHA?»

Hsinst ToHT 00HSI MEHS OJHOM PYKOW, U MOM CJIe3Hl yIaiu eMy Ha Tpynb. «Hu oguH poguTeNns He
CTaHeT BUHUTH CBOUX [ieTell HU B 4yeM. KpoMe Toro, Torma cTaphlii MacTep U 4aid, KOTOPHIU eMy
IIOlapUJT YNHOBHUK M3 BOEHHOTO BeOMCTBa. [Tocye 3Toro oH 3a0oien. TOT YeloBeK ObII
NOBEPEHHBIM ITOMOIIHUKOM IIpEeAbIAyIleld BHOBCTBYIOIIEY UMIIepaTPUIbl. Kak OH MOT He ITIOHUMAaTh,
KOr[a BCe IPOUCXOINI0 UMEHHO TaK?»

Moii HOC HAIIOJIHUIICS 3HAKOMEBIM 3anaxoM Osnu Tonra. Korga oTer OBLT 3aHST, KOrga 51 OB MOJIOXKE,
s IpUKIieuBascs K gsge Torra. 4 meHUBO crajna B ero o0bATHAX. Kak u oTell, oH Haboman, Kak s
pocina. ITocre Bcero, uepes 4To $ MPOIINA, T HAKOHEeI-To OblIa foMa. S TUXO IJTaKaja B ero
00BATHSAX.

K cuacTbio, OH BCe elre OB 30eCh.

OH roBopus o, IpegsAylleM UMIIEPaTOPEe U 0 TOM, UTO OH IeMCTBUTEILHO ObLT OE€CTOIKOBLIM.
«Xogumny CIyx#, 4TO OH Ha CaMOM fieJie ChIH TOPHUYHOU U3 ABOPILAa BAOBCTBYIOIIEW UMIIEPATPULIEL.
Torpga oHa TOJBKO IIPUTBOPSIack 6epeMeHHoi. 1 He 3Hat0, IPaBAUBEL U CIyxu. Ho S TOYHO 3HaIO,
YTO OHa XKaxKfaJja BJIaCTH II0CJie CMepPTH ITOKOWHOro uMiepatopa. OHa XoTesa OBITh BOBJIEYEHHOU B
TIOJIUTUKY, Kak uMmnepartpuua Jly. K coxanenuto, B cyme 6sutu fu FOi u crapeiit Mactep. OHa XoTena
mepxKaTh 0KOJIO ce0st u youth mpyroro. Ctapslit MacTep ObIT TpaBeqHEIM, a AHb KO — XUTPHIM,
II09TOMY OHa HEMHOTO IIOJIHS/Ia CTApOro MacTepa, YTOOH ero nageHue OBUIO TsAXesee. JTa
BepOJIOMHas XKeHIrHa!» Ero rogoc nocteneHHo nornolana HeHaBUCTh. XPYIIKUY CTapUK, KOTOPBIY
nepKa MeHs, OblJI HallOJIHEH SI0M U SPOCTHIO0, ake MOoe CepAlle HeMHOT0 CKPYTHIIO.

OH IPOIOIXKMII CBOH CJT0Ba: «K coxkaleHnIo, ee BO3MOXKHOCTH UCCIKIN. Benukuit YsHb morud, 1 oHa
Onlna 3axBaueHa ¢ AH FOeM, u npeacraBneHa HOBoMy uMiepatopy Benukoii [lu. He monro nosxe, oH
yMepna B TIopbMe. M3-3a xutpocTtu dH F0s, oH OB 3ape3aH YNHOBHUKOM Benukoro YsHs, Korga oH
MeHbIIIe BCET0 0XKUAAl 3TOro. [laxke mociae CMepPTU OH He MMeJjla TaKOW YeCTH, KaK Halll CTaphli
MacTep.»

9T0 OBITI0 HOBOCTHIO [7IT MEHS, 1 He AyMasa, YTo Odas fAHb yMperT mnocje o6befuHEHUs CUJ C
Benukoi [n.

Osimst TOHT 1eroHbKo paccMestyicsi: «[oBops 00 3ToM, moMHuUIIL Toro Pyit Bana? Korga Benukas Lu
3axBaTuja apCTBO, OH OIYCTUJI I'OJIOBY U cHascs. OH gaxe IpefCcTaBUI CBOIO [OYb UMIIEPATOPY
Benukou lu. UmnepaTop Torfa oTHan ee HacjiegHoOMy NpuHLy. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, eMy yAaloCh
COXPAaHUTH CBOIO CJIaBy. Y HETO faxe eCTh KaKOU-TO TUTYJIL.»

4 3acMesnack BMeCTe C HUM, IPeXK/e YeM BLHICYHYTh IOJIOBY. 41 CXBaTHUJIa €ro 3a PyKy U 3acMesiiach:
«f1 BcTpeTtuna 3ty KoHcopt O Bo mBOpLe.»

Isans ToHr cpa3y ke 3abecnokouncs: «OHa Bce ycnoxHuUMa A1 Tebs? 'apeM Bcerma 1nouoH 60pbOHL.
910 Hexopoo. [Touemy 6 Tebe He monpocuTh Ero BemuyecTBo BEINYCTUTDL TE0S U3 ABOPIIA?»



4 yremmua ero: «4 Bcerga Oblyla C €ro BeIUUeCTBOM BO aBopile YxkyH Xya. OHa He MOTJIa BOUTH BO
IBOpeL], faxe eciu Obl 3axX0Tena.»

Osns Tour KuBHYI: «[a.» A TOTOM OH BAPYT TPOMKO BCKPUKHYJI, KaK Oy[TO UCITyTasCs [0 CMEPTH,»
Thl Kula ¢ UMIIEpPaTOPOM BO ABOpILe YxKyH Xya?»

«Jla.»

«B kamepe?»

«Hert, B r/TaBHOM [IBOPIIE.»

Isimst ToHT OBLUT MeMCTBUTENIBHO CTPAHHBIM; B €T0 TIa3ax Obljla CMeCh PafiocTy U OeCIIOKONCTBA.

«Thl... XOpOLIO COCYIIECTBYIOT C APYTUMHU HAJIOXKHUIIAMU?»

4 mogymaia HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi: «Bce GO B OpsiAKe. Y HUX eCTh CBOU ABOPITEL. OmHAXKIH KOHCOPT
I3 cumoi BTONKHYJ MeHS BHYTPbh, TaK YTO BCKOpe el 3anmpeTunu npubnuxaTthcsa K aBopiy YxkyH Xya.

Osimst TOHT yCTaBUIICS HA MEHSI, ¥ BRIpaXkKeHUe ero JIuIla CcTajo emle 6onee cTpaHHbHIM. OH, Ka3aioch,
OBLTT He B CBOEM TapenKke. «ITOT... ITO He [OJIKHO OLITh CAETaHO MHOM, HO CTAporo MacTepa 0oJbIme
HeT 37ech... Ho maxe ecnu oH Bce erte OblT OBl 30eCh, €My OBIIIO TPYOHO CIIPOCUTh TaKXkKe 0... XOOUIH
cnyxu, 4to Y Ero BenmuuecTBa ecTh CKpBITas 0071€3Hb... ET0 HATOXKHUIIEL... 1 ©Mer0 B BUAY, OH Tebe
4yTO-HUOYOb cOemnan?»

41, HaKOHell, TIOHS/Ia er0 MOCJe J0JITUX pa3HYMHﬂ. OH ToxKe Ka3acs CMYIIE€HHEIM, usberan
3PUTEJIBHOTO KOHTAKTA. 3aTeM OH IOOHSI TOJIOBY U CKa3all: «T'oCTIoXKY 1 X035iMHA 3[eCh O0JIbIIE HET.
TonbKO g 0TBEYaro 3a comepxKaHue 3TOro IOMeCThA.»

Moe nuio BCubIxHYJO. 4 yCTymnuIa nof ero 6aectamyuMy ria3aMy. OnyCTUB TOJIOBY U IIPOIIENTaB
crenyomue cnoBa: «OH cKa3al MHe II0JapuTh eMy ChiHA... OH TakKXe X04eT CejlaThb MeHsI CBOeU
yMIiepaTpulieil.» 3aTeM 51 TOPAO OHJIA TOJI0OBY U IIpaBeqHO IPoJokuia: «4 He oTBeTUs emy! 4,
€CTeCTBEeHHO, He Oymy... f ©Meio B BUAY, 3TO U3MeHa!»

4 BcTanma, korma ynei0kKa Ha nulle Osgu TOHTa CTaHOBUIACh Bce Oomee u 6oee 04eBUOHON: «f X0uy
IIOCETUTh KOMHATY oTia! d Toxke...» § yIIa mMupoKuMY ITaraMu, Korga gsas ToHT 3acMesinics: «Csio
JlaH, cry4aiHas U3MeHa WK JBe — 3TO HeOOJIbIIoe [eso.»

4 ocraHOBHIIach Ha MIHOBEHHUE, IIPexK/e 4eM y0exKaTh ITOfl eT0 HEeUCTOBHIM CMeX.

Osnst Towr, oH... OH OBUT IeHCTBUTENIPHO HETIAaTPUOTHYEH!



®sHb Yka0 Bonb mporynuBacs mo 3agHeMy ABopy. Korga oH yBH[eN, YTO s TOPOIIJIMBO WY, OH
crpocun meHs: «Csto U, mouemy y Te6Gst TaKoe KpaCHOE JIHIIO0?»

BcnomHUB, 4TO cKa3an Asins TOHT, s BOPYT CMyTHJIACh. Sl cEpAUTO MMOCMOTpPESa Ha HEero: «39TO BCe ThI
BUHOBAT!» { moBepHy1ack, YTOOL BOMTHU B CBOIO KOMHATY, ¥ 3aXJIONHYJa ABEPE. f BOPYT BCIIOMHUJIA,
YTO TOTZa MOSI KOMHaTa Obljla ITpeBpallleHa B MOJIHBIN OeCopsigoK UMIIePaTOPCKOM rBapauei. [laxe
TITUTKY OBLIM BCKPHITHL. £ He XOTeNla BUAETh 3Ty CIieHy. S TPoCTo X0Tesa YUTH, HO 3Ha/la, YTO 9TOT
MYXK4YKHa BCe elre TaM. [1oaToMy, 51 6eCTIOMOIIIHO OCTanach Ha MecCTe.

Korga s 06epHYJ'IaCB, MEHS BCTPETHIIA MIOKUPYIOIIaA ClieHa.

Bcst Most KoMHaTa Oblna YMCTOM, Kak OYATO S BEpHYJIach B CTaphlie BpeMeHa. Bce Mou Bemu ObITA Ha
mpexHeM MecTe. [TmuTKY ObIIM OTPEMOHTHPOBAHEI, ¥ CTAPHIM 3aHABEC ObII 3aMEeHEH Ha MO
JMIOOMMEBIM CUHUIH LIBET.

4 ouenoMIeHHO YCTaBHIIaCh Ha CBOXO KOMHATY, MHE€ Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO f II0Ilajia HEe B TO MECTO.

B mBeps nocty4yanu. 4 oTKphlia ABepsh B TpaHce. Paub Ukao BoHb CTOAN TaM, ¥ APKUU COITHEYHBIN
CBeT OCBelllal ero c3afu. YepTHl ero nuia ObU1n rTy00KKWMHU, OH BHITJIAEN AeHCTBUTEIHHO KPaCUBHIM;
Me[JIEHHO BXOAsl B MOe CepAlle, KakK COJIHEYHBIN CBET BXOOUT B KOMHATY.

Moe cepfilie IOAIPHITHYI0. Ta CUTyalus Obljla IeNCTBUTEIHLHO CTPAHHOM.

«3JTa... 3Ta KOMHATAa...» [Tocje Toro Kak s XOpOoIleHbKO BCce 00yMara, 3T0, HOIKHO ObITh, CHeIan
osans ToHr. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OH OTBeYall 3a pe3ugeHIui0. Moe cepaile HEMHOTO CXKaloCh, HO S BCe
paBHO OBIJIa CYACT/INBA.

®onb Uxkao Baub HeoxkumanHo KuBHYMI: «[Isas ToHT cka3an Te0e? 4 TOIbKO mociian Koe-Koro
TIOYMHUTH PE3UTEHIHI0; CaM S 9TOr'0 He [ejlajl, TaK YTO He Haflo CMOTPeTh Ha MEeHS TaK CJIe3JIUBO.
Vinu, ynelOHUCE, YTOOB YK9HbL YBUEIL.»

A momua YCTaBHUJIaCh Ha HETO. 3aTeM g IIpoijia MUMO HETO W HAIIPAaBUJICA IIPAMO B KOMHATY OTIIA.

OTKpBHIB IBEPh, T 00HAPYXKUIIA, YTO MHE TPYIHO COEPXKUBATh CBOM YYBCTBA, XOTS S 3apaHee
TIOATOTOBMIIACh. CTHUITb 9TOM KOMHATH He HU3MEeHHIICS. KolMapkl, KOTOPEIe MyYUIX MEHS, BOPYT
TI0Ka3a/IMCh TAaKMMHU IaleKuMu. TeM He MeHee Moe Cepflle cxkanock. Korma s 00epHynach, MO
B3I yIIaa Ha TOT0 KPACHBOTO MOJIOLOT0 MYXKUMHY, KOTOPHIA CJIel0oBall 3a MHOM. «Barie
BenuuecTtBo, BaM mpumeTcs 3ammaTUTh 3a KaXOy0 YIBIOKY, KOTOPYIO B XOTHUTE BuOeTh! CMoxkeTe
7 Bel cebe 9TO ITO3BOJIUTE?»

f Hamynana MaleHbKUY MelIo4YeK, BUCEBIINH Y MeHs Ha Iosce; OH gpebe3xkarn. «f Tak u 3Hana!
«Baure BenruecTBo» 3By4YUT XOPOIIO TOJIBKO Ha CIoBax. [IpaBaa B TOM, YTO TEHl HULIUM.»



4 mopmusina ronoBy. CoHIIE CBETHIIO SIPKO, HO Y MEHSsT OBIJIO OINYyINeHue, YTO YIbi0Ka Ha MOeM JIHIIe
cusina ete 0osbire. J MpoUrHOPHUPOBAsa Clie3kl, OCTaBUINECS Ha YroJIkax MOUX rjas3. Bce pamoctu u
nevany, 60bIIMe ¥ MaJleHbKHe GBI MTOTHOCTHIO IIPOUTHOPUPOBAHEL. UTO MOXKET OBITH JIy4dIlle, YeM
UATH 110 XKU3HU C KEM-TO PSIOM?
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