- Cnacu6o, mucc bait. d momoxay cHapyxwu, - Man @3 BeIGexkKaJl, TOYTUTENIEHO OTJaB YeCTh.

Bau Aocros B3rinsiHysna B CTOpoHY LI3t0H EsiHa, 3aTeM IIOBEPHYJIACH U BBILLIA.

- Mucc, Kyaa BEI umerte”? - MYMI/IaH yBHOEJIa, KakK X03sMKa BEIXOOUT, 1 TOPOIIJIMBO CIIPOCHIIA.

- Hukyma, s BOpyT BCIIOMHMIIA O TOM, YTO [OJIKHA TOOECIIOKOUTh eBHyxa YXKao. 51 CKOpO BEPHYCE.
Tebe Hamo eyb CIaTh ITOPaHbIIe, - 00bsIcHUIa bai Aocioa.

- Mucc, mo3BOIbTE MHE TOUTH C BaMu! - 03a604eHHO CKa3ana MyMuaH.

Kak morina Baii Aocios TpouTrHOPUPOBaTh 0€CIIOKOMCTBO B ee rina3ax? OHa yIeIOHYIach U CKa3asa:

- Her, 51 ckopo BepHYCh. IIpOCTO OCTaBacs 30ecs.

My'MI/IaH XO0TeJa 4YTo-TO cKa3aThk. Ho Korpa oHa yBUOEJIa PEIUTEIbHOE BEIPpAXKEeHNe JIUIla TOCIIOXKH,
OHa MOJI4a IIPOTJIOTHJIAa 3THU CJIOBA OﬁpaTHO. Baii Aocios IIoTpeIaina MYMI/IaH II0 TOJIOBE M CKa3alla:

- OtnpaBnsiics cnath. 9 OGBICTPO BEPHYCh.

3aTeM OHa HallpaBHUJIaCh K OBEPHU.

X0HCI0 ¥ BanbcH ycnblllany, KaK OTKPBUIACh ABEPD, U MOCIEIIHO BCKOYUIIH, YBUIEB, 4TO baul Aociod
MEJJICHHO BBIXOIHUT.

- BeI gBOE ocTaBaiiTeCh 30eCh U 103a00THTECH O MYMI/IaH, - dllaTHYHO CKOMaHOOBaJla OHa NM.

OTH [BOe MOJIXKHEI OBIIM 3HATh, Ky[la UM CJIeAyeT UATH, TaK 4YTO He OBIJI0 He0OXOIUMOCTH TOBOPHUTD C
HUMH CITUIIKOM MHOTO. OHU [IeHCTBUTEIFHO OTBEYAIN IIOKOPHO U He MPemsTCTBOBAIH.

Bait Aocios Gosbllle He Tepsijia BpeMeH! OapoM U IOKKHYIIa ImoMelreHre. 3an Moiiio pacrnosarancs
BOAJIK OT JPYTHX ABOPIIOB, ¥ UMeJl OTJINYHYI0 OKPY2KaIOIIyIo Cpefy. 31ech OblJI OTHEeIbHEIN cafl C
OTPOMHEIM pa3Hoo6pa3ueM I[BETOB, €T0 MOXKHO OBIJI0O CPAaBHUTH C MIMIlepaTopcKuM cagoM. KpacuBhiii
neii3ax He IOAfaBaiCs ONUCAHUIO.

Korpa Bait Aoctos BhIIia u3 3aja Moliio, OHa yBUfella B cagy Bo3jie HeGOIbIIOTo Ipyaa SPKYIo
no06IecTHYI0 MyCKYJIUCTYIO QUTYPY, CUNTbHYIO U 9HEPTUYHY0. K ero mosicy kpenuiaach cabs.
YcnirpiaB mary, 3ToT YeJa0BeK ObBICTPO 00EpPHYIICS.

- [IpocTtute, 4TO 3acTaBuia Jopaa MaHa XKaaTh, - baili A0CI03 IOCMOTpesia Ha KaluTaHa.



Korma on yBupmen Bait Aocioa, oH OBINT TOpaxeH ee rpauuei. B KomMHaTe OBIIO CIUIIKOM TEMHO, ¥ OH
HE 0CMeJIMBAJICS TOTHSTE TOJIOBY, IIO3TOMY Y HEro He OBIJI0O BpeMeHUM BHEMATEIbHO PAaCCMOTPETh
LEBYLIKY.

U BoT Teneps baut Aocros BEIIIa Ha CBET, BOKPYT Hee pacIyCKaluch IBeTH. KpacHoe miaThbe CUIIo,
KakK OTOHb. JI1000# ObLn OBl OIIEIOMJIEH €€ KPACOTOM.

O6HapyxuB, 4To Man @3l CMOTPUT Ha Hee B ollenieHeHuH, bait Aocios He Morjla He HaXMyPUThCS:

- Jlopm MaH, yxke no3nHo. [ToxkamyiicTa, IoKa3bsiBaTe gopory. A nymato, Ero BenuuecTtBo 6ymer
00eCIoKOeH 3aIePXKKOM.

MbosH st yenbiian ronoc bait Aocios u mpuinen B ce0s. Bunsa ee HeTepliennBoe BeIpaXkeHNe Iulla, OH
TaKyKe 3aMeTHUJI, HACKOIbKO OH ORI Ipy0, ero U0 TOKPacHeo.

- Kxe-kxe. Mucc Bait aOGcomoTHO mpaBa. f 6bl1 HeOpexkeH. [ToxkanyicTa, TpocTuTe MeHs!- Man ®sit
CJIerkKa CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY, UCIILITHIBAsT HEJIOBKOCTE.

- JJopm M3H, moxkamnyicTa, IOKa3kBalTe JOPOTY, - efBa o6ponuna bait Aocios.

Korga Man ®sii ycmbiman 3To, oH 00JIbille HU4Yero He cka3an. OH IpeKpacHo 0COo3HaBall, Kak
HEBEXKJIMBO BefleT ce0sl C He3aMyKHel TaMoi.

- Mucc Bai, cioma, moxarnyiicTa! - on mosen bait Aocio3 B HalrpaB/ieHUU UMIIEPAaTOPCKOI0 KabuHeTa.

B mpyrom kosi1ie ropoaa Ba#t Cycios cropaia 0T peBHOCTH, KOTHa y3Hala, 4To baif AoCios ocTanach
HOYeBaTh BO fBopIie. OTocnaB eBHyxa JIu JIu, Bail LluBs# yBumen OlegHOE JIUIIO TOYEPH, e€ TYOh
OBbLTA UCKYCAHHI IO KPOBH.

- Cycto9, uTo ¢ ToO0#? - bait LIuBaii 3Has, MoYeMy OHa TaK BHITJISAUT, HO BCE PaBHO CIIPOCHUIL.

Bbau Cycro3 ¢ TpeBOrou CIpocunia:

- Oren, mouemy baii Aocio3 yganock ocTaThbCs B UMIIepaTOpPcKoM aBoplie? Ero BenuuecTBo BioGumcs
B Hee? JTO Tak, OTeIl?

Bau LuBsii CMOTpEN Ha 00Yb, KOTOpas IIOTepsja PacCyfoK OT PEBHOCTHU. XOTS OH UCIIBITHIBA
OTBpallleHHe, Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH OH BCE ellle 0CTaBajICs HOOPHIM OTIIOM.

- Cyc103, He BOJIHYyXCSA. AOCI09 OCTaHOBUIACh B UMIIEPaTOPCKOM OBOpLIE BCEro Ha ogHy HOYb. OHa
cobupaeTcs BEIUTH 3aMyXK 3a IMITOro npuHia. Kak Ero BenuuecTBo MOXKET CIIYTAThCS C XKEHITUHOM



Opata? - bait [luBsit mpuMepHO yrafgan Mmeicnu LI310H Yx9Ha u ycrnokoun bai Cycioa.

Bait Cycioa cnymrana Bait [pIBas 1 4yBCTBOBaJia €r0 pa3yMHOCTD, HO B TTTyOHMHE [yIIX He CMUPUIIACH.

- OTelr, moXkany#cTa, mycTb Ba#t AoCio3 TTOCKOpee BHIIET 3aMyK. MHe CTpallHo, faXke eclid OHa
3aIepXKUTCS 30eCh Ha OfHY JIUIIHION HOYE, - Bait Cycios ymonsioine cMoTperna Ha bait 1uBas.

HeticTtBuTenbHO, bail Aocios yxke ycTpouna foMa 6appaak. OnHako 6osbiie Bcero bait Cycioa
0ecriokouno, He CMoxKeT i ba¥t AocCios cTaTh HaJlOXKHUIleH uMnepaTtopa. Ecnu Tak, To Ba#t Aocioa
OymeT BO3BHIIIIATHCS HAJl HEM BEYHO.

Kak mor Bait LluBait He 3aMeTuTh MbIcTU bait Cycio3? OH Takxke X0Tell ©u30aBUThCS OT 3TOM ropsdein
KapTOIIKHU.

- Yxe ckopo. OcTanock uyTh Ooblie gecsaT gHel. Cyciod, Hemb3s OBITh HEeTEPIENUBOM, - XOTs bai
[IuBaii yTelnasn fo4Yb, OH B O0JIbIIEH CTEIIeHH yTelasn cebs.

OH He 3HAJI, KaKue CTpPaHHbIe Bely bail A0CI09 MOXKET yUyOuTh B ONMUKanIme 0ecsaTh guei. OH Mor
TOJIBKO ITRITAThCS ITPEeCeYb UX B 3aPOMHLIIIIE.

- BombInie mecaTu gHEN? ITO 3aliMeT TaK MHOTO BpeMeHu? Otell, mouyemy OBl He TO3BOJIUTH €M BRIUTH
3aMyX 3aBTpa? - ¢ TpeBorou crnpocuina bait Cycro3, yCIbIIIaB, 4TO €1 BCe ellle Hy2KHO TePIEeTh TaKyo
CUTIbHYIO 007Ib.

Baii [luBsii ¢ pa3gpakeHrueM ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO €My 3TO HayMHaeT HafgoefgaTs. ITa bau Cycios
IIPOCTO OCJIEIJIEHa 3aBUCTHIO.

- Yenyxa! BrimaTh 3aMyx 3aBTpa? Tl X04elh O6pocuTh BEI30B pukaldy Ero BenuuecTtsa?! Korga
Aoc103 BHIMIET 3aMyX - 9TO He OT Hac ¢ T060i 3aBucut! - Kpukuyn bait Llusaii.

Bau Cycroa ucnyranacs pesa bau [usss. OH HUKOIla He Kpuyasl Ha Hee Tak.

- Tel oTyIena OT peBHOCTH. THl MOJI?)KHA BEPHYTLCS ¥ IOAYyMaTh, CKOJIbKO 0€3MO3TJIBIX IIOCTYIIKOB BHI C
MaTepbio COBEPIIUIIY 3a IOC/IelHIEe HECKOIBKO IHEH! - paBHOAYIIIHO 3aKOHYMB CBOM CJI0Ba, bal
LluBaii B3MaxXHYJI pyKaBaMu U yIies, He oOpaias 00jbile Ha Hee BHUMaHHUS.

Ou ocrasun Bait Cycioa ofgHy BO BOpe. B maHHEIM MOMEHT B ee cepflle Oblyia JIUIIL OJHA MBIC]Ib.
[Tockonbky Balt Aocios yrpoxara el Korga-To, OHa IbiTanach youTh ee. Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa Moria
yOuTb ee CHOBa!

Baii Aocios, KoTopast OblJIa JajaeKo B UMIEPATOPCKOM [BOpIle, KOHEUHO, He 3Haja, YTO CecTpa
3aMBIIUISET MoKymeHue. Ho maxe eciu GBI y3HalIa, TO, CKOpee BCero, MPOCTO (GRIPKHYa OB



CHGJIYH 3a M3H ®sewm, IIOBOPA4Y¥MBadA HAIIPABO W HAJIEBO U UOA 110 MHO2KECTBY OOUHOKHUX TPOIIMHOK,
OHH, HaKOHEI, IIPUIIIIN B KaOHHeT.

- Mucc Baii, Bel mpu0Osinu. Ero BenumyecTBo BHyTPH. Bbl MOXKeTe BOUTH, - eBHYX UXKa0o OpJIUHBIM
B30poM yrisapen bait Aocios no3agu Man @51, u HeMe[JIeHHO BCKOYUJI, YTOOH IOIIPHBETCTBOBATSD €e€.

Bait Aocios Bce BpeMs 4yBCTBOBasla, 4To LI3toH EsH Obln mo3angu Hee, HO OHa He MOTJIa CKa3aTh, e
MMEHHO OH CKphIBancs. Cierka oriasgoeBIINCh, bau AoCios moIlia Buepeq, He MOKa3kiBas U3NUIIHETO
CMUPEHHUS UIY HAallOPUCTOCTH.

- Barogapro Bac, nopnm MaH, - Bait Aocios 1erko o0poHMIIa, KOTa IIPoXoaunia MUMO KalluTaHa
CTpaXH.

3aKOHYHUB Pa3roBop, eBHYX Y2Kao MMOCIeNIHO HallpaBUIICS B CTOPOHY KaOWHeTa. 3aMeTuB, uTo bait
Aocro3 mpubu3nack, OH CKas3an, 00pamlasick K BHYyTPEHHEH CTOPOHE JBEPU:

- Bamre BenuuecTBo, rocrnoxa bait mpuosina.

- [IycTh BogeT! - HOHeCCs JIEHUBLIM My KCKOU T'0JIOC.

EBHyx YKa0 0CTOPOKHO OTKPHUI fiBeph. bait Aocios B rimy0uHe OyIIu IIOHMMAaJsla, YT, BOUS B 9Ty
KOMHATy, OHa BCTyIlaeT Ha ONacHHY nyTh. OOUH HEBEepPHBIY IIaT U 0OHa yMpeT 0e3 MecTa orpebeHus.

Ho oHa Takke moHMMasa, 4TO 3a IOTEPI0 JoIKHa OBITh KaKasi-To Harpaga. BnpoueMm, Bai Aocios
HUKoraa He 6osinack cMeptu! ['opao mogHsB nog00pPO0K, AeByiKa 0osbine He Konebanach u
3alllaraja B KaOKUHET.

LI310H EsiH, KOTOPBIM MPSITAJICS B TEMHOTE, YBUeN, Kak bait AoCio3 BoIyla B KOPOJIEBCKUM KabUHET;
ero B3TJISIM] 3aMepliaj, HO 3Ta BCIBIIIKA ORICTPO Mcue3na. HUKTO HU4ero He 3aMeTHI.

HGBYUIKa BOIIIJIa B 3JIOBEIIUHI KabuHeT. Bcst KoMHaTa OblJIa HAllOJIHEHA 3allaxoM YEePHHUII 1 KHUT.
[TaHenu ObIIM BHIIOJIHEHH U3 rpymeBoro nepesa. ITon BrITOKEH MpPaMOpPOM, a aKKypaTHBIﬁ 1 YUCTHIA
KHUXKHBIN H.IKa(I) 3aIl0OJIHEH KHUT'aMHU.

Bait Aoctos moporina K Tpory. CToJ nepen HuM OB 3aBajieH 06palleHus MU K uMIeparTopy. 113toH
VX3H B3517T OOHO U3 HUX ¥ HEOPEXKHO MPOoYel.

Korpa Bait Aocios yxke cobupanach OIyCTUTHCSI Ha KOJIEHU, OHA YCIIbIIIaa c/iabblii 3BYK.

- Bam He 00513aTeIbHO CTAHOBUTHCS Ha KoJIeHM, Mucc Baii. Brl 3mech mo qo0poii Boje. Takue Bemry,
KaK KOJICHOIIPEKJIOHEHHNE MOXKHO MIPOMYCTHTh.



Bait Aocwoa nocnyuanacsk. OHa HeHaBUesa CTOSITh Ha KOJIEHSX C caMoro Havasna. Pa3 uMmnepaTop
TaK CKa3aJ, el OBbIJIO JIeHb IPUTBOPATHCS. HeOpexkHO OTPSIXHYB YTOJIOK CBOETO IaTka, bal Aocioa
nmocMmoTpena Ha LI310H Yx3Ha ¥ cka3ana:

- UHTepecHO, 3aueM Bamie BenruecTBo BEI3BaIu MEHS?

ViMmepaTop CMOTpEN Ha [eBYIIKY, KOTOpas He OMyCTHJIACh Ha KOJIEHU II0CJIe ero CJIoB, ero OpoBu
clerka MpunopHsanuch. OH mogyMal, YTo JaXke eClii OHa BEHICOKOMEpHA, TO OyAeT MPUTBOPSATHCS
3acTeH4YrBOM U poOKoM. Ho OH He 0XKM[as, YTO OHA faXKe He MOTPYOUTCS IPUTBOPUTHCS.

- Xa-xa, oxoxe, Mucc bail IeiCTBUTEIbHO NIPSAMOJIMHEUHBIY YesioBeK! - L3I0 YX3H rPOMKO
paccMesinics, B TO BpeMsI Kak B [Iyllle Y Her0 BO3HUKJIIO 0OJIbIIOE KOJIMYECTBO COMHEHUN T10
OTHOILEHHUIO K 3TOY [eBYIIKE.

- Bame BennuecTBO CIUIIKOM XBaJUT MeHs, - ball A0Ci03 HU IIpHU3Haia 3T0, HO ¥ He OIPOBEpria.

- ITockoneky Mucc Baii - 4eloBeK IpSIMOIMHEHHEIH, s He OyIy XOOUTh BOKPYT [la OKOJIO, - UMIIePaTop
yOpar CBOIO YIILIOKY.

- [Ipomy Bac, Bamre BenuuecTBo. 4 Bcst Bo BHUMaHuu! - bait Aocios HeOpexkHO Halllna TabypeTKy,
YTOOBI CECTb.

Korpa LI3toH Yx9H 0O0HapyxkuJ, uTto bait Aocios Tak 6e33a00THa 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K HEMY, OH He MOT He
paccepauthcs. OfHAKO, cefiyac HEMOAXOsIIee BpeMsi, YUTOOBl CCOPUTLCS C HEM.

- 4 cuutato, yTo mMucc balt - Mympas megu. MoxeT ObITh, BH y2Ke O0jee UM MeHee I0orafgairuch O
IIpUYMHE TOT'0, YTO IIPOU3OLITIO CETONHS, - HEYBEPEHHO CIIPOCHII OH.

I'ma3a Bait Aocios 6bl1d OJIHEL HacMemky. OHa yCMeXHYJach:

- oramanach? AoCi09 He U3 TAlaHTIUBEIX. TO, YTO S yrafana, - 9To Bonock ®eHuKca U por
eOUHOPOora.

MMIiepaTop IPOUTHOPUPOBAIl HACMEIIKY B €€ CJI0BaX:

- O? JaynTe MHe 3HATL.

- Aocros foraganacsk, uTo Bairre BenuuecTBo ceronusa ucnoinbs3osaiu Ee Bricouectso HOH, 4YTOOH
3aMaHUThL A0CI03 B JIOBYIIKY. Ho 4 He oHMMaAl0, I0YeMy B XOTeJIM CMyTUTh MeHs, Baie
BenmuecTtBo. [I5151 Bac 51 Oecrosie3Ha, - TOHKas pyka baii Aocio3 OTSHyIachk 3a MUPOKHBIM.



YcnpimaB ee ¢1oBa, L1310H YX3H OB TOTPSICEH, XOTSI OH BCE €l1le BRITTISIAEeN JOOPOMYIITHEIM.

OH 3axJIoIa B JIAHOIIH, BEIXOOI U3-3a CTOJIA.

- Xa-xa, TH 3aCJIyZKHBadellb OBITh JO04YEepPhI0 baii [luBas. Te o4eHb YMHa. qa AOyMaJl, 9TO THI TaKad XKe
TIyllad 1 cna6a5{, KaK I'OBODPMAT JIIOOH, - OH IIOAOLIE]I K Bbait Aocios ¢ TEHBIO YJ'IBI6KI/I.

- Bame BenuuyecTBo nepexBanuBaeT MeHs. AOCI03 He Tak YMHa, Kak MOU oTel, - baii Aocios Toxe
ynbIbanack JIUIIb YyTOIKaMHU PTa.

- Hy, ecnu GBI THI COOTBETCTBOBAJA CiIyxaM, s MoT OBl II03BOIUTEL TeOe paboTaTh Ha MeHs. Ho Temeps,
KaK THI JyMaellb, Oyoy Jiu S HyKAaThCs B Te6e? - XOJIOTHBIN CBET BCIIHIXHYII B T'Ia3ax UMIIepaTopa, B
TO BpeMs KaK ero JIMII0 He U3MEHUJIO BHIPazKeHus.

- C mpeBHUX BpeMeH IIPHUIBOPHEIN NOIKEH YMePeThb, eCITA ero 00 3TOM IIOMPOCUT uMIlepaTop. Temneps,
€CJIY BB IIONIPOCUTE XKU3HBL A0CI09, AOCI03 TaKXKe MPEJIOXKUT ee BaM, - bail A0CI05 paBHOOYIIHO
mocMoTpena Ha 1I310H YxaHa.

Bupst ee ClIOKOMHBINM ¥ HEBO3MYTHUMEIN BUM, UMIIEPATOP BCe C GONBIINM ITOO3PEHUEM OTHOCHJIICS K
TOMY, 4TO roBopui baii LluBau.

- Ho BaM cTout nopmymarts, Bame BenuuecTBo. Teneps yxe CIAIMKOM [I030HO PACKAUBATLCA B TOM,
YTO BBl YCTPOUIM Opak AoCio3 U IATOr0 MpUHIla. Bcero HECKOMbKO OJHEeM Ha3af 1 Ha MaKCHUMaJIbHON
CKOPOCTH II0CJIasa Jitofiedl cCoO0IUTh MOEMY Asifie, YTO BEIXOXKY 3aMyXK. f ymMalo, UTO TeNephb OH yXKe
momKeH ObITh Ha 00paTHOM IyTH, - U0 balt A0Ci03 He H3MEHUJI0 CBOET0 BEIpAaXKeHUS, HO CJIOBa,
KOTOPHIE OHA CKa3ala, pa3apaxanu LI310H YX5H.

- A TrI XOpoIma, nequ Bait Aoctoa! Kaxercs, s Te6s HegooreHus! Eciu TH raja MUPY paHbIIIe,
IoYeMy THI Befelb ce0s Tak ceirvac?? - LI310H Vx9H BuImes u3 cebs U B SPOCTH 3aasl BOIIPoC.
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