Takoit HeOXXUIaHHBIN TOBOPOT coObITHY 3acTaBull E Cioans, beaymuoro [lemona Jlun ®eHra u
Hounyto Borunio AitH}3H HeIPOU3BOIBHO B3APOTHYTh. BEIpaXkeHUs UX U1l CTaIu KpaiHe
HETIPUTISIHBEIMYM, OHM XOJIODHO CMOTPEJIM Ha LIEHTP IEUIH, 3aII0JIHUBINEH He0O.

HOpBIB XOJIOOHOT'O BETpa ITpoOHeCCAd MHUMO, PpAaCCesiB ITbIJIb U OTKPLIB IIeped HUMHU KaPTUHY.

Ero meBelif T71a3 OBIT 3€JIEHBIM, a ITPaBHIM - TOMYOBIM, U3-3a YET0 OH BRITJIANEN KpaiHe CTpaHHO. Ero
r7a3a CBePKAJK OCJIEMUTEIbHBIM, 3JI0BEIIM CBETOM, a OTPOMHOE TeJI0 OBIJI0 IIOKPHITO OYEeHb
TBEPIOM, JTa3ypPHO-YEPHOU APaKOHbe! yellyeii. JIerkuil B3Max KPhUIbEB Ha €ro CIIMHE MOT BBI3BaTh
CUITbHBLIN BETED.

OcTphle KOrTy ¥ 3yObl pakoHa OTPaXKalau B IYHHOM CBETe IIPOH3UTEJIbHBIN X0JI0f], 3aCTaBIsAs JTonen
HEBOJILHO B3[IparuBaTh. VX B3rmsAabl, oOpallleHHEIe K 3TOMY JIeTaloIeMy APaKOHY, OBLIH IIOJTHEI
HECKPHIBAEMOT'0 CTPaXa ¥ TOPKECTBEHHOCTH.

OueBUOHO, YTO C 3TOM MYyTHPOBABIIIEH BUBEPHOM OBIJIO HE TaK-TO ITPOCTO CIIPABUTHCS!

KoneuHo, 6osblile BCEro MpuBJieKal BHUMaHNEe He MyTHPOBABIINY JIETAIOIMIN IPAKOH, a MyKYKWHA
CpedHUX JeT, CTOSBIINYM Ha er0 OTPOMHOM T'OJIOBE.

Y Hero OBIJT BeIMUECTBEHHBIY BU[I, HAIIOJTHEHHBIN 3710i aypoi. [log ero My>KeCcTBeHHEIMU OPOBSIMHU
Oblla Iapa CTpaHHBIX 3PayK0B, KOTOphIe 3aCTaBUJIU OBl IPYTUX IIOTPY3UTHCS B pa3BparT: B IEBOM
rna3y OBl KPOBaBO-KPACHBIM 3PayoK, a B IEBOM - 30JI0TOM.

Bo pTy 0oH mepxan creluanbHO U3roToBIeHHyI0 curapy David's Cigar. Ero MmyckynucToe Teno ObII0
O0OTSHYTO CIIMTOX Ha 3aKa3 YepPHOW BETPOBKOM, Ha HeM ObLJI KOPOTKUM PyKaB C BHICOKOU Tauel.
OOHaXKUB BOCEMB UleaTbHBIX MBI TPECCA, OH TaKXKe BEICTABUJI HAllOKa3 CBOU AJIMHHLIE, CTPOMHEIE,
IIpsIMbIe U OJIMHHBIE HOTHU.

3nas Ly Gbiyla BUOHA HEBOOPYKEHHEIM T'JIa30M BOKPYT €ro Tejla, U3-3a Yero OH BHITJISAEN
Ype3BBIYAWHO 3JIbIM, KaK OyATO OH OBLI 37IbIM OOTOM, IPaBSIIAM MUPOM.

"3nou Umnepartop Manu!"

[Tpu Bupe yenoBeKa, CIyCKalllerocs ¢ Hebec Ha jeTamlleM ApaKoHe, BEIpaxkeHus Iul] besymMHOro
OpsBona Jlun Oenra u Hounout boruuu AiH(pEHT cTanu KpaliHe MpPaYHbIMU U HEIIPUTISOHEIMU. Pyku
Besymuoro [IrsiBona JIun ®eHra ObIIM KPEKO CXKaThl, KOTZIa OH XOJIONHO ITPOU3HEC.

Iaxe Bripaxenue nuia E CioaHs cTano OecpeniefeHTHO CEPbe3HBIM U HeIPUriasaaHeiM. OH cxkail
KyJaKy, II0Ka OHU He U3[any 3BYK "Ka-Ka-Ka". ETo ria3a BCOBIXHYIN CUIBHBIM YO CTBEHHBIM
HaMepeHUEM.

YemnoBek nepen HUM ObLT OMHUM U3 YeThIpex Benukux MMepaTopoB, KOTOphIe Hallaau Ha HETO U
CTa/Iu IPUYUHOU ero cMepTH, 31bIM MMiiepatopoM 3anagHoro Mupa Acypsl.

Ero nosBieHue, HECOMHEHHO, U3MEHUIIO CUTYyalluIO.

He umeno 3HaueHus, mpopBaach nu cuna E Croans, 6vimu mu 3mech JIun ®@enr u Hounast boruns
AviHbeHT, maxe ecnu OB OHM BTpOeM paboTayiu BMeCTe, OHU BCe PABHO HE CMOTJIN OBl TOOEOUTH
3noro Mmneparopa MyHKa.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, CHJla pernHKapHupoBaHHOTO E CioaHs Obllla HAMHOTO HUXKe MHKa B 22%, a JIun



QeHr, I[GMOH-6epC€pK, TPHU Iroga Ha3a[d IIOJIYYHUJI TAXKEJIbIe TPDAaBMEI, IIO3TOMY €TI0 CHJIa OblJTa HAMHOTO
HHUZXKE TOoTrmalllHeT O IIHKa.

Tonvko y Boruau Houu, AfHGEHT, ero cujla YBeIuuYuIIach 3a mociaeguue Tpu roga. OmHAKO POCT
cumel 310ro0 MMmneparopa Obl1 HAMHOT'O OOJIbIIIE.

Byns 1o E Cioanb, Hounasa Borunsa AntHbeHT win Be3ymusii [[baBon JIud ®eHT, HUKTO U3 HUX HE
nymain, uto 3imoit MnepaTop nuyHo npubyneT B Kutall u mosBUTCS 3[ECE.

"ITpuBetcTBy!O Bac, Brangeika 310t Umnepartop!”

[To cpaBHEHUIO C XOJIOOHBEIM, YPOLJIUBEIM U CEpbe3HBIM BhlpakeHueM JIuH Qenra, E Croansa u
OCTaJIbHBIX, TSI2Kes0 paHeHHbH bor KnuakoB HebecHoro Tupana JIait ba u Anast Boosa Py 1053,
cTapas CBUHbS YXaH BaH u Opyrue, IOYTUTEIHLHO IIPOM3HOCS 3TH CJI0OBA, BEIpaXkKajind 9KCTas.

[TpubeiTHe 31010 MMIepaTopa, HECOMHEHHO, Pa3pPeIniio UX 3aTPYIHUTEIbHOE TI0JI0XKEeHHe 1
MU3MEHHUJIO CJIOKMBIIYIOCS CUTYAIUIO, JaB UM HameXy.

3mo# MmepaTop X0IOOHO OKMHYI B3rIsimoM TupaHa I'my6okoro bora, JIai ba u ocTalbHBIX, @ 3aTEM
IIOMHSJI TOJIOBY U mocMoTpen Ha be3ymHoro [IvaBosna JIun @enra psgom ¢ E CroaneMm. Ero riasa
Mepliaii XOJIOMHBIM CBETOM, a Ha JIMIle IOsIBUIach 371as yiIbiOKa.

"Be3ymHEBIHN [1eMOH, MBI 0ObICKANIA BCE YTONIKY Mupa ACYpHl, HO He Hallllli HUKaKUX HOBOCTEM 0 Tebe.
Bce mymanu, 4To TH yIajl U yMep, HO OHU He 0XXU[aJIY, YTO ThHI BCe elle XKUuB".
"THI BCe ellle XUB, TaK I0YeMy g He MOT'Y OBITh KUBBIM?"

JInn ®eHT KpenKo cxkaj B pyke Meu [TokopeHus [IpakoHOB ¥ IIaTHYJ BIepeq, 4ToOb 3a0I0KMPOBaTh
E Croans u Hounyio Borutio AitHbeHT mo3apu Hero. OH IOCMOTPET MPsiIMO Ha 3noro MMmepartopa
MboH 1Iu u Mpou3HEC CI0Ba, KOTOPHIE He OBIIM HU PabO0JIeITHBIMU, HY BIIACTHBIMH.

"Tlaxke ecjIH THI ellle JKUB, Thl CKOPO yMpelsb! Eciu OBl ThI MOCTYUIHO CITYCTUIICS U CIPSITAJICS B YTy,
TO MOT OBI CIIOKOWHO 3a/IM3kIBATh CBOM PAHBI 10 KOHIIA XKU3HU, HO Te0e IMPOCTO HYyKHO OBbIJIO BEIUTH U
YCTPOUTH HEIIPUATHOCTH, U THL JaKe BCTPETHUII ITOro uMneparopa! "

"CerogHs 3TOT UMIIEPATOp ITOMOXKeT Tebe B3SATh ero!"

Ha nmuue 3moro I/IMHepaTopa MbsH [u nosiBunack yCMeEIKa. 3nas SHEPrud OKpyzXKujia ero Tejao, 1 OH
IIpou3HecC 0e32KaIoCTHHIE CJIOBA.

IIBYM! n

Kak TonpKO OH IIPOM3HEC 3THU CJI0Ba, B €T0 Ijla3ax BCIBIXHYJ XOJIOOHEM OlecK. B ero kynake,
MICTOYaBIIEeM 3/IyI0 aypy, BCIBIXHYJIO YOUNCTBEHHOEe HaMepeHre. BHe3aHO OH ymapui KyJlakoM II0
JIun QeHry.

Aypa KyJnaka, OKpyxXatoas 37100HOe 3HepreTudeckoe miaMs, Oblia I0X0XKa Ha BHITYIIEHHYIO
pakeTy, ¥ OHa IojeTesia B cTOpoHy JIuH ®enra ¢ HamepeHueM youts. OT atoro nuto JIlun Oenra
CTaJIo XOJIONHEIM, B €r0 IPaBOU PyKe 3aKpyTUIaCch MaHUAKalbHAas JeMOHUYECKas aypa, ¥ OH TOXe
HaHeC yaap.

"Tan, Tam, Tam..."



B crepmyioiiee MrHOBEHME Pa3asiCs TYIIOH 3BYK CTONIKHOBEHHUSI.

[Tox ymapom 3noro Umnepatopa Mau Lu JIua ®eHr ObIN BEIHYKOEH OTCTYNIUThL Ha HECKOJIBKO IIaroB,
mpexmae ueM cTabunusupoascs. OH IMOMHSI TOJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEN Ha 3noro Mmmeparopa Mau Lu.
Ero ria3a ObITM HAMOJTHEHE CEPbe3HOCThIO.

3a Tpu ropa cuna 3noro MmnepaTtopa Man Ly cTasa HaMHOTO CUJIbHEE, YeM PaHbIIIe.
"TeI cumkoM cnab, Kak MypaBeki!"
3nou UmnepaTtop MaH Ly mocMoTpen Ha OTTONKHYTOro JIue ®eHra u Ipe3puTenbHO IPOU3HEC ITU

CJIOBA.

Haxe ecmu ObIBIIMM UK be3ymHoro [lemoHa JIuH ®eHT Mor cpaxaThCs MPOTUB T'IaBh [1sTH
VimnepaTopos, MmnepaTopa LluHa, naxe oH, 37oit IMmepaTop, HonkeH OblJ1 OTHOCUTHCS K 3TOMY
cepbe3HO, HhHeIHuY be3yMubd [lemoH JIua @eHr ObIT KaK MypaBey B ero ria3ax, y Hero faxe He
OBLIIO MHTEPECa IT0Ka3aTh CBOM UCTUHHEBIE CTIOCOOHOCTH.

Ycneimas cnoBa 3moro MmmnepaTtopa Man Lu, Beipaxenue nuila JIun ®eHra cTano KpaitHe
ypoanuBbIM. OH CXKaJjl KyJlakK# [0 CKPUIIa, a ero CepAle Mblaano 0T SPOCTU. YYBCTBO YHUKEHUS
HAIOJIHUJIO €r0 Cepale.

E CroaHb IPOTSHYJ PYKY, YTOOHI TOXJIONATD €0 I10 T1JIedy, ¥ CKa3all, YTOOEl OH YCIIOKOHUJICS.

3nou UMnepaTop IpoUurHopupoBas pa3bsipeHHoro besymuoro [lemoHa JIun ®enra u nocMmotpen Ha E
CroaHs. Ero rima3a BCOBIXHYIM XOJIOOHBIM CBETOM, X OH XOJIOJHO CKa3asl: "Thl yueHUK Bragbiku
IOemonoB. Thl OBITT TEM, KTO MCIIOJIb30BaJ Benukyio [IbsaBombcKyo Chepy?"

E CroaHb cxKaJll KyJlaK TakK CHJIbHO, YTO OH M3[all 3BYK "Ka-Ka-Ka". OH X0I0JHO ITOCMOTpPE Ha 3710T0
HWMnepaTopa, HO HU4Yero He cKa3all.

"Pa3Be THI He CIIBIIIAJ, 0 4eM Tebs cripocui 3ToT Mmmepartop?"

YBuzes 910, B ria3ax 3j0ro MMmnepaTopa NpoMeNnbKHYIIO yOuicTBeHHOe HaMepeHue. OH BHITSAHYT
nmanoHb u cxBaTunl E Croans.

Korma oH chemnan mIBuXKeHUe, pyKa, chopMUpOBaHHas U3 IJIOTHOM 3710 3Hepruu, cxpatuina E Cioans,
KaK MOJIHHKS, OTYEr0 €0 BhIpaXkKeHUe JIUlla CTalio KpalHe XOJIOOHBIM U HeIIPUTJISIIHBIM.

II]I[ya! n

Y6uiicTBeHHOE HaMepeHue BCIBIXHYO B rna3ax E CioaHsl B TOT MOMEHT, KOorfa OoJibliue pyKu 37101
LIy nOTAHYIUCE K HEMY. B 3TOT MOMEHT 13 3eMiu 0e3 pefynpekaeHNs BEIPBaiach YyLOBUIIHAS
IeMOHUYecKas aypa, OKyTaBllIas BCe BOKPYT.

Cronb meMOHMYECKOM 1M, TTOSIBUBIIUNCS U3 3eMJIH, TakKXke pa3bui pyky 3ioro Mmmepartopa,
CXBaTHUBIILYIO €ro!

U3 pyk E CrooaHs BHOBb BrIpBasica Benukuil [IpsBOJ HapcTBal

Ha ero Tene nosgBunachk YHUKAJIbHAd 1 U3BICKaHHAsA 6p0H${, 0TYETro ero aypa B3JIeTeJla BBEPX.
30710THIE MOTHUU OKDPY2KaJIk BC€ €T0 TEeJIO, a B I''Ta3aX IIJIaBall OEeMOHNYECKUM I[paKOH!



[Tocne ucnonb3oBauus chepsl Benukoro [IpsgBona os ycunenus: cBoe cunkl, E CloaHb TakXkKe BOIIEN
Ha BTOpOU ypoBeHb chepsl BencTBuil u Bomen B cocTosiHue ['pomoBoro Yaoap!

II]I[ya! n

BeTep u MOnHUS IIPOHEC/IUCH TIOf €T0 HOTaMH, KOTha oH 6pocuiics K 3nomy MMnepaTtopy ¢
0eCKOHEYHBIM YOUMCTBEHHBIM HaMEPEHUEM.

TpI/IJI]_IaTB MUJIJINOHOB CBETOBHIX KJIMHKOB U TEHEHN Medel, OEBSATH JIHefI pe3HI/I!

B cnepyromee Mraosenue E CroaHb SPOCTHO TPAHCHOPMUPOBAJICS B MHOTOYHCIIEHHEIX JBOWHUKOB,
KOTOpHIe IPHUHECNH ¢ co00¥ 00pa3kl Meuel, 3al0NHUBIIKE He0O0, ¥ YCTPEMUIIUCH K 371I0My
HWwmnepatopy.

"Atakyu!"

Kaxk Ttoneko E Croans coenan mar, be3ymusiii [Jemon JIua ®@eHr u3pasn B3pEIBHOM KPUK, U B 9TOT
MOMEHT OH SIPOCTHO Opocu’cs Ha 3noro MiMmepaTtopa.

Kak TonbkKo oH PBaHYIICA, BOKPYT HETO 3aropejucChb CIIOM YEPHOTO IIJIaMEHH, OTYETr0 €ro Iu B3neTemna
BBEDX, a 0oeBas cuila PEe3K0 BO3pPOCIIa. On SAPOCTHO BCKUHYII JIaJOHb, © MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIE JIE3BUA Ha
KOHYHMKaX IIaJIbIEB IIOJIETEJIN K 3)'[0My I/IMnepaTopy C CUAIOIINM CBETOM KIIMHKOB.

B sTor MmoMeHT Meu TTokopenus [IpakoHa B ero pyke ObUT pacKphIT. OH chenan OguHHAAIATh
BBITIAJ0B, BHIIIYCTUB ONUHHAALATH JIy4yell Meda!

u 11 meueli ciunach BO€OHWHO, IIPEBPATHUBIIMCE B OTPOMHOI'O YEPHOI'0 OPAKOHA, 00BSITOr0 YEePHBIM
I[IJIaMEHEM, KOTOpI:IfI KOT'TAMHU YCTPEMHUIICA K I/IMHepaTopy 371a, IBITASICh Pa30pPBaTh €ro Ha 9aCTH.

B 10 ke BpeMs 60oruHs HOuM AWHGEHT, CJIOBHO MOJIHUS, BEIPBAJIaCh HApyXKy, OCTaBIIsIsS 3a cCO00M B
BO3yxe OecuuceHHble CeKCyabHble U MaHsmue TeHu. OHa Oblla HaCTOJIBKO OCJIETIUTEIbHA, YTO
JIIONIY [aXKe He MOTJIM SICHO BUIETh ee JBUKEHUS, TOJIbKO I'yCToi Med 11 Mepiiasn B Bo3ayxe.

B aTor MmomeHT E Croans, beaymusrit [lemon JIun ®enr u Hounast boruns AitHGeHT 00pyIIUIN CBOU
CUIbHEUINE aTaKu Ha 3710r0 MMmepartopa.

"Ky4yka HeBeKeCTBEHHBIX MypPaBbeB OCMEIMBAETCS MPOTUBOCTOATh 3TOMY MMmepaTopy?"

Ha6miomas 3a HatuckoM E Cioansi, Hounast Borunsi, AUHGEHT U OCTalbHbIE M300pa3uid Ha CBOUX
JUIaX BeIpaxkeHue npe3penus. M3 ux yCT BHIPBaIUCh XOJIONHbIE, IPE3PUTEIIbHbIE CIIOBA.

“ByM!"
Kak Tonbko OH IIpOon3HeC 3TU CJIOBA, aypa BCET0 €ro Tejla B30pPBallaCh, U aJI0-ZKeJITasd 3J1ad aypa
BEIPBAJIaCh U3 €TI0 TeJld, KaK IITOPMOBEIE€ BOJIHBI, 3aBEIBAs XU PACIIPOCTPAHAACE BO BCEX

HaIpaBlIeHUsIX. 3allUTHLIN Oaphep, cPopMUPOBaHHLIM U3 OeCKOHEYHOM 370¥ LIy, TakXKe MOsIBUIICS,
OKYTHIBast €ro TeJlO.

"KmaHK, KJIaHK, KJIaHK..."
"IMHL-TUHB-TUHB..."

Araxu E CroaHs ¥ 1eMOHOB-6epcepKoB 00pyIIuIKuCch Ha 6aphep U3 3710H I C TPOMKHM U YUCTHIM



3BYKOM, He HaBas 370My MMIlepaTopy HU MajeHIero Bpeaa.

st mEOTHX Miomel, xoTs E CioaHb U ocTanbHbEIe 00J1aflany MOITHEIMY aTaKaMu, 3710i MMmepaTop He
CTaBUJ UX cebe Ha 3aMeTKY.

3abynmbTe 0 TOM, YTO UX aTaK{ MOTJIM paHUTh MiMIiepaTopa 311a, faXke IIPOPBaThCS Yepe3 ero
3aIIUTHEIN Oaphep ObIIO OBl CJTOXKHO.

YpoBHU cukl 00eMX CTOPOH OBITY COBEPIIEHHO PA3HBIMMU!
"CxBatka!"

I'naps sa E Croans, besymuoro [lemona Jlun ®enra u Hounyiwo borunio AitHeHT, rnasa 310ro
HiMnepaTopa BCIBIXHYJIM XOJOAHEIM CBeTOM. Ha ero nuile mpoMesbKHYI Cliel HeTepIeHus, a ero
TaJIus BHE3AMMHO BHIIIPSIMUIACE.

"ITyun..."

Jluua E Croans, Hounou borunu AitHpenT, besymHoro [lemona u JIua ®eHra u3MeHUIIUCh, CIIOBHO
UX Iopa3uja MonHusg. M3 ux pToB OpHI3HYJla YepHas KPOBb, U OHU B3JIETENIM B BO3AYX IIO[ e CTBUEM
CTPAIIHOX CHUJIHI.

"TlaTta! ITata! ITatal"

VI3 yronkoB X PTOB BHITEKAJNIM CTPYUKHM YEPHOM KPOBHU, OUEBHUOHO, OHU OBUIM CHJIBHO PaHEHH aTaKoH
3noro UmmnepaTtopa!

B ko#nile koH110B, 31m011 MIepaTop MOT CUMTATLCS YEIIOBEKOM, CTOSIIIIMM Ha BEPIIWHE MHUPOBOM
THAPaMUIHL.

"IoHT, OOHT, MOHT..."

B rnasax 3noro MiMnepaTopa BCIIBIXHYJ XOIOOHEIN CBeT. [IomyMaB, MyTHPOBABIINH J1€TAIOLUIUN
OpakoH 1mop ero Horamu yctpemuscs K E Croanto u ocranbHbeIM. M3 ycT 31moro MMnepaTtopa pa3pancs
HelpepeKaeMblii ToJIocC. ..

"Ckaxu MHe, rge Bnapgrika [TemoHOB?"
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