"MaJjieli, S TaK OOJITO UCKasI TeOs, U HaKOHeIl-To Halen!"

Korpa pa3pascs aTot rojoc, E CioaHs ¢ yzkacoM 00HapyKUJI, UTO ITOTEPSI KOHTPOJIb HaJ, CBOMM
TesoM. CJiou J1bIa Hayaau PaclpoCTPaHATLCS OT MOJOLIB eT0 HOT, IIOCTENEeHHO 3aMOpaXkuBasi ero
TeJIo. .

CunbHOe OlIyllleHue CMePTH IIPOHUKIIO B KaXKObIK yrojiok Tena E CioaHsT ¥ 3aMoIHUIIO0 BCIO TIIYOUHY
€ro cepflia, 0TYero BhIpaXKeHre ero JIUija Pe3K0 U3MEHUIIOCh, ¥ OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI BOJIHY CTpaxa U
TpelreTa, UCXOMOSAIIYIO U3 ero OyIIu.

910 OBINa yrpo3a cMepTu!

Kazanoce, 4TO B 3TOT MOMEHT €ro Ayllla BOT-BOT Pa3pyLIATCS.
9TO 4yBCTBO...

OTOT BUL KpU3KCa UCXOOUIT U3 AYIIHU.

CTpax, UCXOOAIINyI U3 OYIH,

E CioaHb HUKOTTIA HE UCILITHIBAJI €0 PAHbIIIE.

Iaxe ecoiu OH yMUpPAJI UK OTu6a B CBOeH MPedbIAyInel XXKU3HH, 9TO IJIMIOCH JIUIIh MTHOBEHHE.
Hukorga He OBIZIO TAKOTO OIMYLIEHHUS, YTO €r0 KOCTH IOTPYKAIOTCS ITy00KO B KOCTH, UJTU aXkKe B

Ayury.
UYxnu UYxu Yxku ... *

[TouyBCcTBOBaB, 4TO KU3HeHHasd cuia E CroaHsa yracaet, ManeHbkuil beelil, CUfeBLUINY Ha €T0
nede, NUCKHYJ. HakoHeI, OH IPHITHYJI B CTOPOHY TaMHCTBEHHOU UMIIEPATPULIEL...

"Marbii, Tel 04eHb HenocnymHbIk!" Eciyu OBl TBI JOCTUT IIMKa CBOET'0 POCTa, y Tebs Ol elre XBaTUIIO0
CHJI CPA3UThCI CO MHOM..."

"A mmokxa Tebe 0CTAaeTCs TOILKO CTOSITh B CTOPOHE M HaOMIomaTh..."

Crnabas ynbi0Ka HEBOJIbHO IOSIBUIACH HA IIPEKPaCHOM 0e3yIIpedyHOM JIUIle TalHCTBEHHOM KOPOJIEBH,
KOTTa OHA yBuzena 9T0. OHa MPOTSHYyJIa CBOIO YHCTYIO GEJIyI0 PYKY ¥ HEKHO yKa3aJla IaJIbLeM.

3onoTas KieTka OeciymMHO o0pa30oBaiach, IoMMaB MaJIeHbKOTO0 YalTH B JIOBYIIKY B BO3MYXE.
Ckompko Obl YaiiTu Hu 60poJiach B KIeTKe, Bce Obl10 6e3pe3yibTaTHO.
"Ce... Crapmmii... MBI HUKOTTa He BCTpeYaIucCh APYT C OIPYyTOM paHblile, TakK MOYeMy Tkl yOUI MeHSA? "

I'namgs Ha CBOe TeNo, KOTOpO€ IIOCTOAHHO 3aMOPaXKuUBaJIOCh JIBJIOM, E Croanb BHE3aIlHO CTUCHYIL 3Y6BI,
1 XPHUIIITBEIE CJIOBA BRIPBAJIMCE M3 €r'0 PTa.

"be3 Bpaxan?"

Ycnbimas ciosa E CroaHs, IpekpacHoe U0 TAUHCTBEHHOU UMIIePaTPULEL He YAepKasloch OT
yCMeIlkKH. "

Ecmnu Ovl TH He YHUYTOZXKHUII MOETO IMAUTOHA, I'TIOTAIOIIET0 OyIly Y4ePHOT0 KUTa, 1 HE HaPYIINUII MO0



KyJIbTUBALIMIO, 3a4eM OBl 51 CTaJl UCKaTh TeOsT 0e3 MPUYUHBI?"
"YepHBIY KUT, TJIOTAIOMIUYI AYLIA IUTOHOB?"

Ha nutie E CroaHs mosiBUICSA HaMeK Ha IIOHMMaHUe, KOTfia OH B3TJISHYJ Ha KpacuBOe JIUI0, KOTOPoe
Ob17T0 B ITpefesniax gocsiraeMoctu. OH He MOT HE YCMEXHYThCS, HO TOBOPHUJI HE CKPOMHO U HE
BBICOKOMEPHO.

"Ecnu Yepnsii Kutoseiii [ymernoratommi [IUTOH, 0 KOTOPOM IOBOPUJI CTapILUi, IBASETCS 3JIBIM
IyXOM, KOTOPHIH OBbLJT yCOBEPIIEHCTBOBAH KEM-TO U 3aTEM HCIIOIL30Bajl 3aKIMHAaHNE, YTOOBl OCTAThCS
B €T0 TeJle, [ToJIarasiCh Ha MOTJIOIIEHNEe ero XKU3HEHHOM CUJIBI U OYIIH, YTOORl PacTH, TOTAA 5
[IpH3Halo nmopaxenue!"

"OpHaKo, YYUTHIBas 0CaHKY u cuty CTapiero, TH He IOX0XK Ha YeJioBeKa, KOTOPHIY OymeT
HCIIOJIb30BaTh TaKue 37I00HBIe MeTOIb, He Tak nmu?" Koneuno, ecnu CTapuinii JeHCTBUTEIIBHO TaKOH
YyeJI0BeK, TO IIPOCTO CUMTaM, 4To Mmapmuii omuOcs B Tebe, U cunuTaii, 4To Tede He moBe3no! "

YBupes criokouHbY Buf E CroaHs U yC/IBILIaB €ro CjI0Ba, TaAMHCTBEHHAs UMIIEpaTpHUlla He MOrjia He
OIIIAJIETh.

CKOIIBKO JI€T IIPOIIIO C TEX IIOP, KaK KTO-TO OCMEJIUBAJICS TOBOPUTD C HEX B TAKOM TOHE?
"YT0 TH UMeEELIb B BUY?"
XOJIOIHO TIPOM3HECa OHa, I B riy0okue ria3a E CroaHs.

Xots oHa He otnyctuia E CioaHs, maBiaeHne Ha ero TeI0 3HAYKUTENIbHO 0CIabIlo, O3B0 eMy
CBOOOOHO OBIIIATE.

"TToxoxke, 4TO C MOUMHU TJIa3aMU BCce B opsAaKe. CTaplUIvil TOUHO HE 3JI0M U XXKECTOKUYU 4estoBek! "l
MMeI0 B BULy, 4TO TBOU YepHblit Kutoseii [TutoH, ['moTarwmuii [ymuy, y:xe 4aBHO IPEBPATUIICA B
3JI0T0 AyXa, KOTOPBIA MOXKET TBOPUTD 3aKIMHAHUSA U CTaJl UHCTPYMEHTOM AJis YOUCTBa U IOIyYeHUs
BJIaCTH Haf APYTrUMA..."

E Croanb mocmemso 00bACHUII.

"¢l yKe crmac ogHOTO Yesl0BeKa, ¥ TOT ObLT OTpaBIieH oM [y, 13-3a 4ero 37Ible IyXu IPOHUKIIHA B €T0

TE€JIO ¥ ITOCTOSAHHO IIOTJIOIIAIA €TI0 2KU3HEHHYIO CUILY .... .

"TBo¥t YepHBIN KUT, TTIOTAIOUINH OyLly TUTOHA, ObT yOUT He MHOM. OH yKe JaBHO IIPeBPaTUIICS B
37100HO€ CYIIECTBO U CTas 3JIbIM JyXom!"

YcnnimaB cimoBa E CioaHst, TaMHCTBEHHAsI UMIIepaTpUlla He MOTJIa He BIACTh B MOJTYaHKE U He
3alyMaThCs.

EmuHCTBEHHEIH YeJI0BEK, KOTOPBIH MOT YCOBEPIIEHCTBOBATh €€ MUTOHA, TJIOTAIOIIero Ay YepHoro
Kuta, He3aMeTHO IJis Hee, Oblla 3Ta XKeHIIuHa !

Cyns Mo BceMy, OHa IMPOCHYIaCh PaHbIlle Hero.

"Crapimuii, Tl MOXKEIIb MeHS OTIYCTUTh?"

'nmaps Ha CTOSIIYIO epel HUM HeCpaBHEHHYIO KpacaBHUlly, IOTPY3UBILYIOCS B MOJTYaIuBOe



co3epliaHue, YyBCTBYsSI HEIIOBTOPUMEIM apoMaT Ha ero Telle, OlIyIas ee yxkac u cuny, E CioaHb
TIOCTIEIITHO OTKPHUT POT ¥ CKA3all...

OH He 0CMEJIHJICS IOCMOTPETh BHU3 Ha COOIa3HUTENIbHYIO KPAcOTy, KOTOPAst OTKPHIBAJIACE 10T €€
Oernoli, Kak HepuUT, 11€€El.

B koHIIe KOHIIOB, €T0 XU3Hb OblJIa BaxkHee!

Tombko ycrneiaB cimoBa E CloaHsi, TaMHCTBEHHAsS UMIIepaTPHUIla ClieTKa KMBHYJIA TOJI0OBOM U
OTIyCTHUJIa CBOIO HepuTomomoOHY0 PyKy, KOoTopas mepxkaria monboponok E CioaHs.

E CroaHb MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK JaBJIeHKe Ha BCe er0 TeJl0 Pe3K0 MCUe3nlo, a JefisHas mevaTh Ha ero
TeJie TIOCTeNeHHO OTCTymuIa. O4eHb ORICTPO OH 06pes cBOGOMY...

B To ke BpeMs 30710Tast KJIeTKa, B KOTOPOI Haxomuscs ManeHbKuE Besblil, ToXe uc4Ye3yia, I03BOJIUB
eMy BHOBBb 00pecTtu cBobony. [IpHTHYB, OHA mpu3eMiuiach Ha miuedo E Croans.

"CrapeiimiiHa, eciu 00JbIlle HUYEero HeT, TO 3TOT MJIa[LUINN YUeT IePBLIM..."

Pa3MsB KOHEYHOCTH ¥ YOEOUBINKCH, YTO HUKAKUX CEPhe3HBIX TpobieM HeT, E CioaHb BTaliHe
0071eTYeHHO B3OOXHYJI U YIIBIOHYIICS.

XoTs 9Ta XKeHIIMHa Iepel HUM OblJla pa3pyIIUTEeIbHO KpacuBa u OesrpannydHa, E CioaHb YeTKO 3Ha
B CBOEM Cep[ille, UTO OHa Oblja CTaphIM MOHCTPOM, IPOXKUBIIUM O€CUUCIIEHHBIE TOMHL. ..

OH He XOTeJI UMeTh HUYero o0IIero ¢ 9TON XKeHIIMUHOH.

Bups, 4TO0 TamHCTBEHHASA HMIIEpaTpHUIlla HUYETro HEe OTBEYaeT, E Croanbp OCTOPOZKHO OTCTYIIHII, MOJI4Ya
OTCTPAHASACE OT HEe.

"IMHL-TUHb-TUHb-TUHL-TWHB..."
OpHaKo B 3TOT MOMEHT CHOBa pa3faJiCid XPYCTAIINN 3BYK KOJIOKOJIbYUKa.

E Croanb yBupmen nepep co0oii XL Pa3MbITOE MISITHO, B KOTOPOM ITOSIBUIaCh TAaMHCTBEHHAS
MMIIepaTpHIla, BhI3BaBIIAS FOPHKYIO YIHIOKY Ha €T0 XOJI0HOM JIHIIE.

OH TSIKeJI0 CTJIOTHYJI ¥ OCTOPOXKHO crpocuil: "ECTh 7 y cTapIlero elle Kakue-HuOyOob yKa3aHusa?"

TavHCTBEHHAas MMIlepaTpulla HUYEro He OTBeTUa. BMeCTO 3TOro ee B3TJIAA yajl Ha HUXKHIOK YacTh
tena E Croans.

Ona 3aroBopua HelpepeKaeMbIM TOHOM: "BEIHYTB?".

"Tdob..."

E Croanp YYTh HE BBIIIJIIOHYJI TIOJIHBIN POT KPOBH, KOT'IA IIOYYBCTBOBAJI B3TJIAL TAaMHCTBEHHOU
HMIIEPATPHUIEI Ha CBOEM HUKHEW YaCTH TeJla U YCIIBIIIIAJI CBOX CJIOBA.

Konarts... BeTammrs?
YepT, 0TKyZAa B3SJICS 3TOT CTapbld MOHCTP?

Kaxk xe THI FOJIOfEH 10 MeHsI, TaK OBICTPO 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS MHOM, a THI BCe eIle XOYelllh MEHS...



Komaii... BoiTackuBaiu.
B atoT momeHT ceppte E Cioans OvlI0 B Xaoce.

[Tpenwinyinas rinaBa Crnepyiomast riaBa Crapiuii, He Oygb TAKKUM, S BCETO JIMIIb MareHbKas MaH
CuHbB.

Buns, uto E CioaHb He OBUTaeTCsl, TaMHCTBEHHAs UMIIepaTpUIla CHOBa 3aropopuna: "Otman!".
Ero TOH cTan emle X0nogHee, 1 HUKTO He ITIOCMEJI OC/IyILIAaThCS ero.

“Ce... Ctapias, o yeMm Thl roBopuis? I... 4 He norumaro! "

po6ko cka3an E CioaHb.

YTO ecnu CTaphbiii EMOH CHECT €r0 OOHUM TTIOTKOM?

"4 ke ckasana Tebe IOTOPOMUTHLCS U BHIHYTH ero!"

TaunctBenHas Koponesa nmocmotpena Ha E Cioans negsaubiM B3rnsamoM. E CioaHb SICHO
[IOYYBCTBOBAJI, Kak TeMIlepaTtypa BOKPYT yImasa.

MoxeT nu OBITH TaK, YTO KakK Brapbika [JeMOHOB, eT0 HEBUHHOCTb OyHeT pa3pylleHa yCTaMU 9TOU
CTapou BEIbMHI?

Bynet nu oHa XXecToKOu?
Bynet nu oHa rpy6oi?
Bynet mu MHe 60JIbHO?

Barnapg E CroaHs OLieHUI CeKCyallbHbIM ¥ KOKETIUBBEIA POT TAMHCTBEHHOU MMIIEPATPULIBI, U B €0
T0JIOBE IIPOMENTBKHYJIO CIUIIKOM MHOTO MBEICTIEH.

"CTrapluuii, IOCMOTPH, CKOJIBKO JIF0fer BOKpYT Hac. OKpyKeHue JeMCTBUTENIbHO CIUIIKOM..." [ToueMy
OBl HaM He CMEHUTHL MecTo? "

IIPOMeJIbKHYIa MBIC/Th B ToioBe E CioaHs, OH CTHCHYI 3yObl ¥ 3aTOBOPHII.
Opnako B oTBeT E CroaHb 3aCHusI 30JI0THIM CBETOM.
"YT0 34 XpeHs..."

Bripaxenue nuia E CroaHst pe3Ko U3MEHMIIOCh, ¥ OH BREIpyTasics. [laxke He 3aJyMbIBasCh, OH
MOJTHHEHOCHO [IBUHYJICS B CTOPOHY...

Xots E CroaHb OBICTPO CpearupoBajl, Ha 00Ky ero IITaHOB BCe ellle OB Tope3.

"Crapuuii, He O6yab rpyOeiM!" f 6yny KomaTs... He MoTy Xe 5 IPOCTO BBIKOBHIPATSH ero! "
Buns sto, E Croanp HOCIEeIHo cKas3all.

Y Hero He 6b110 BEIOOPa. ETo HaBBEIKY yCTyIIany APYTUM, U OH [ielall 3TO Pafyl BEIKUBAHUS...

[Ton nemsiHBIM B3TJISIOOM TaWHCTBEHHOU uMmmepaTpulsl E CroaHb MOT TOJIBKO ITOCIIYIIHO I10JIe3Th B



KapMaH...

"YTo TH Aenaeln?"

Yeunes perictBus E CloaHsi, TaMHCTBEHHAsA KOPOJIeBa XOJIOOHO IIPOU3HECIA.

"Crapmwmii, TH... Pa3Be He TH CKa3ajl MHe yOpaTh ero? "

E CroaHb nepecTan ABUTaThCS U B 3aMelllaTeIbCTBE IOCMOTPEN Ha TAaMHCTBEHHYIO UMIIEPaTPHULL.
"BeccTeimuuma!"

"¢ mpocwuia Tebst MOCcTaTh Bellb U3 KapMaHa!"

YcnpiaB cimoBa E CroaHs, U0 TAMHCTBEHHOW UMIIEPATPUIIEL CTAJIO JIEASHEIM. B ee pyke MOABUIICS
30JI0TOM XJIBICT, KOTOPHIM OHA C CUJION MeTHYyJa B CTOpoHY E CroaHs.

"TBor0 MaTh!"

B APOCTHU BRHIPYTAJICA E Crwanb n AKTHBHPOBaAJl MonHuIO O[T HOTaMH, BOBPEMA YKIIOHUBIIUCE OT
aTaKH.

Most moporas nenu, Io4eMy Bhl He 00BSICHUIUCH PAHbIIE?

O6s13aTenbHO OBITH TAKUM I'Psa3HBIM? ThI - Kopornb McriopueHHbBIX [[bSIBOIOB?

"Crapimii, He Hafo... 1 HeMenJIeHHO JOCTaHy ero u Mmokaxy tebe mpsmo ceiyac! "

YBUIEeB TaMHCTBEHHYIO KOPOJIEBY, pa3MaxrBatolyi0 KHyToM, E CloaHb IOCIIEea O0bICHUTD.
[Toka oH roopui, E Cioanb OBICTPO OOCTAJ IPEOMETH U3 KapMaHa...

B3rnsag TavHCTBEHHOM MMITepaTPHUILl Me[IJIeHHO IMIpOIlesics 1Mo npegMetraM B KapMmaHe E CioaHs. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, €€ B3TJISI[ YIIaJl Ha MOTEPTHIN IPEBHUM MeailboH, KOTOPHIM OMHOPYKUit OPOCHUI €.

Omna B3MaxHyJla PyKOH, ¥ IIOTpellaHHbI KOMaHOHBIM MefalboH IepesieTen B ee pyku. Ee B3rnan Ha E
Croans Obln HaoNTHEH 0€CKOHEYHOM X0JI0IHOCThIO, M OHA MPOMU3HECIIa HelTpepeKaeMbIM TOHOM:
"Kakue y T€0s1 C HUM OTHOILIEHUS?".

[TpuunHa, IO KOTOPO# OHa 3acTaBmia E CioaHs BEIHYTb €70, 3aK/II04arack B TOM, YTO OHA
TI0YYBCTBOBaJIa 3HAKOMYIO aypy OT ero Teja. JTa aypa, eCTeCTBEHHO, UCXOOUIIa OT JXeTOHa B eT0

pyKe...

E Croanb HaXMYPHUJICA X XOJIOOHO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha TAMHCTBEHHYIO UMIIEPDATPUITY. B ero romnose
IIPOMEJIBKHYJIO MHO2KECTBO MBICTIEH.

Cynsi o IOBEEHHUI0 3TOM KEHIIUHEI, OHa [OJIXKHA 3HATh BJIafiefiblia 9TOT0 XKEeTOHA, KOTOPHIM OB
OOHOPYKUU MyXKuMHa. bonee Toro, Mexnay HUMHU He OBUIO KOHGIMKTA, Ha4Ye OHa He cTaja Obl
CIIpalIuBarThk...

Opuako E CioaHb He OCMENHUIICS CONTaTh €M M CMOT JIMIITh YEeCTHO OTBETUTD: "CTapInuii, I Jaxe He
3HAI0 ero 0 UMeHHU. f1 BCTpeyasicsi C HUM BCEro oguH pa3. Y 3To mOTOMY, YTO OH X04eT, YTOOH 5
1mo3adoTuicst 00 3TOM MaJleHbKOH BelllnIle OJId Hero...".



IKU-IKU-TKA... *

B arot momeHnT JIun'Baurt, cugesiuas Ha niede E CroaHs, KUBHYJA, KaK YEJIOBEK...
"J10 oH Tebe ckazan?"
CHOBa CIIpOCUJIa TaUHCTBEHHAsd MMIlepaTpula.

"KaxeTcs, OH Kyfa-To cOOMpaeTcs, epefl yX0IoM OH CKa3ajl MHE, YTO €C/TH 5 CTONKHYCh C KaKOH-
HUOYOb TP0o0IeMOii, KOTOPYIO He CMOTY PEIIHTh, T Ha30BY ero uMs. K coxkaneHuio, g faxe He 3HAIO
€ro UMeHH, T03TOMY CKaxXXu MHe, KaK ThI X04elllb, YTOOH! 5T Ha3Bajla ero uMs? "

cepouto otBeTun E CroaHs.
II]I[ya! n

TanHCTBEHHAA HMIIEPATPHUIla HUYETr0 He CKa3aJld U JIUIIb XOJIOMHO IIOCMOTpPEIa Ha E CroaHs, mocne
qero 6p0CI/IJ'Ia €My 2KEeTOH.

ITocye 3TOro OH GOJNBIIMMY HIAaTaMK yaamuiacs. C HeCKOJIBKMMHY BCIIEIIKAMHU OH HCYe3 B HOUH,
3actaBuB E CioaHs B3[OXHYTh C 00JIETYEHUEM. ..
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