— Iloxoxe, MBI IOYTH IIPUIIILINA.

— XouelIs CKa3aTh, YTO JIOTOBO HAXOOUTCS 37eCh?

M4 1IpecienoBany APaKOHUXY HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi. [IpakoH He 3aMe[JisyiCcs, HO Ka3aJioCh, YTO OHA yKe
HU CKOJIbKO III7Ia - TOYHEH JieTesa - K JIOTOBY, CKOJIbKO IMIPUHIOXMBAJIACh, @ He CIIefsT JIX 3a Hew.
Kax[rie HECKOTBKO MUHYT OHA OTJISIAbIBAIach 110 CTOPOHAM, ¥ MPOOJIZKAaa ABUTAThCS HallblIe.

"Ila, mOoX03XKe, JIOTOBO ITOOIU30CTH... UHAUe He 00BSICHUTE TAKyI OCTOPOXKHOCTh y MOHCTpA."

— V mpakoHOB HeucuyeprnaeMbli 3amnac cuil. [Ipu KenaHue, OHU CIIOCOOHHI XOTh BCIO JKU3Hb ITPOBECTH
B BO3[yX€.

— Hy...

— A cenyac OHa BHIHIOXMBAET "IpecienoBaTesen”.

— dcHo... - Cnymas Tacny, g yOeouncs B TOM, YTO ipaKOHKWXa BHUMaTEIbHO paccMaTpuBaa Jiec,
cTapanach He TepATh OOUTENILHOCTH, [T0Ka JIeTela 110 Heby.

Bckope, cpemu mepeBneB MOKa3anach HeOobias MojsHa, C PYXHYBIIUM OEePEBOM U CIIeJaMu
3aTyXIIero Koctpa. Takxke, HEITOJANIEKY JieXKala KydyKa COOPAHHBIX JINCTHEB U OT He€ BeJIM KaKhe-To
CJIe[IHI.

— Eme cBexue...

— [la... BUEpAllIHUE WK TI03aBUEPaIIHe. ITO OOJIXKHO OBITh OBl areps "ComerHoro Kpeima".

— Tak gymaemn?

— [IpeguyBCcTBUE TOBOPUT 00 3TOM.

Ha Msrkoi 3emiie, IOKPHITON TUCThSIMU BUTHENIUCh YbK-TO CJIefdbl. I[IpuCMOTPEBIIKUCH MOOIHUXKeE U
BHUMAaTEJbHEH, 5 YBUAET XOPOIIIO BEIPHCOBAHHEIE CIIeMIbl YheH-TO 00yBU, a He OOJIBIION JIaIhbl
MOHCTpa. X0Ts s Obl7T OecTalaHHLIM aBaHTIOPUCTOM, HO KaK HMKAK IIPOBEJT B 9TOM CTe3e TPU rofa,
IIOTOMY CMOT Hay4YMUThLCS OTIMYATh CJIEMH! JIall 3BePel OT CJIe0B JII0Hel.

— IlocTou... Bo3M0XKHO, OHU BeyT KaK pa3 K JIOTOBY.



— Bo3MoxkHO, IIO3TOMY HaM CTOHUT IIOTOPOIIUTECA. BEITh MOKET MBI yCiieeM uX HarHaThb.

B mo6oMm crydae, cTOSTh 1 6e3MelCTBOBATH - I1JI0XO0. [IpakoH XKe MPOJIokKall CBOM IOJIET,
epUOAUYEeCKY NOTJIIAbBasd Ha ec. KuBHYB ApyT APYry, MBI C T9CI0M OCTOPOKHO Hadyaau UATHU 110
clefiaM, CTapasiCh He IPONMYCTUTh HU OMHOTO. BrIC/iexXuBaHue 10 CliefjaM 3aHsAJI0 Y HaC MUHYT
nBapuaThk. Crembl IPUBEIU Hac K OOJIBINON CKAKMCTOM Tope, MUK KOTOPOM 0TCIOa, U3 JIecy He OBbIJIo
BUIHO.

— CMOTpH... TaM, COOKY BXOJI TIOX0XKe.

— ... JloroBo gpakoHa. OHO BCe ITPOIAXJIO UM.

— B cMmEICTIE?

— ¢ He BIepBHIE CTAIKUBAIOCh C ApaKoHaMu. M mobexmaro ux. - Tacma ykasasia majablleM Ha BXOI.
Bokpyr KOHYMKa e€ Iasblla CTasl U3/Ty4aThCs cabwiii Oenelit cBeT. [T0X0xKe, OHa MCIIOIh30Bala
Maruio CBeTa.

— 4cHO... MOXEeT MHE...

— He mpITaiicst KCIIONTB30BATh CeHYAC Maruio, TI0Ka He CIoco0eH KOHTPOIMPOBATh eé!

— [T-tonan!

OHa npaBa, MHe HYKHO ObITh OCTOPOXKHBIM. EC/IM 51 MONBITAIOCH UCIIOIH30BaTh Maruio CBeTa, TO,
CKOpee Bcero, ociemnnio cebs u ee. [ToToMy, 5 IUIb clIefoBa 3a Tacaoi, ToKa OHa BEICTyIana co
CBOeU "ropsiei” pykKou B Bume akea.

[Temepa oka3anachk HOBOIBHO I'Iy00KOM, ¥ YeM [ajibllle MBI TPOJIBUTAIUCH BIIyOb, TEM CUIbHEE
TEeMHOTA IIOTJIoIIasia Hac.

— OM... 9TO TOYHO JIOTOBO ApaKoHa?.. bonbIlle HamOMUHAET MypaBbUHOE THE3O.

— CoKpoBUIlla PacIiojoXKeHH B CaMOM KOHIe. ITO BCe HYKHO, YTOOH UX He YKpaJlu.

— fcHo... - d KUBHYJI, U IPONOJIKHUII CIIEN0BATh 32 HE.

nu CITYCT4 eIlle BpeMd Iepen HaMU II0Ka3aJlaCk OTPOMHAas OBEPh, IBHO CO3aHHAsA HE OJId TOrO, YTOOBI
€€ IBITaJICs OTKDPEBITE 9EJIOBEK. COSI[&H& OIPaKOHOM, YTOOHI e II0JIL30BaJICS OPaKOH.

— Hemnnoxas Takas OBEpb...



— Pa3 MBI €€ Tak erko Hauny, To HaBepHoe U "ConeHHoe Kpbiio" cMorio. OHU JOMXKHEL OBITE IO TY
CTOPOHY.

— 4 Toxe Tak gymaw. CMOTpPH, BOT ClleTKa IIOTEPTEIE CIIeNbl TOr0, YTO ABEPD IIBITAIUCEH OTKPHITS.
OHu, momxHO OBITH, TPUHA/JIEXkKAT TPYIITIE.

4 ykazan Ha Oesble IJapalnyHbl Ha JIBEPH, IIOKPHITOM CTOJIETHENW KPACHOM P3KABYMHON. BO3MOXKHO, OHU
II0JIb30BAJIUCh KAaKUMU-TO UHCTPYMEHTaMHU, YTOOB OTKPHITh OBEPD - BCE XK€ [IBePh IIpefHa3Havasach
IJIs1 opaKoHa(rmomo0ue pydKy BO3BHIIIAIOCH B HECKOJIBKUX JeCSATKaX MeTpax Hag HaMu), TOTOMY UM
IIPUIIIOCh IPUAYMBIBATh, Kak €€ OTIIEPETS.

— THI cMOXKeIb OTKPHITh ABEPH?

— KoneuHno. - OtBeTtuia Tacna U MOI0XKMUIIA PYKY Ha 3€MITIO.

B cnepyromuit MOMEHT U3 3eMJIM BHIPOCTIa OI'POMHAs PyKa, CAenaHHas u3 KaMHs, OHa aKKypaTHO
U JIETKO JIEeTJIa Ha PY4YKY U OTBOPUIIA IBEPE.

"Yero He roBOpH, HO Marus ynoOHa B 3TOM IjlaHe."

— Bot 970 fga... llenas ropa COKpOBHIIT!

— Jla, HemmIoxo.

— Ecnu npucBouth ux cebe, ToO MOXKHO BCIO XKU3Hb MPOBeCTH 6e30emqHO!..

T'opsl 30710Ta 1 cepebdpa BCTPETUIIM HAC CPa3y C IMopora. 51 ceiiyac 0XOTHO BEPUII B JIETEHIH, THe
TOBOPHJIOCH, YTO APAKOHBEI CISIT HA CBOEM 30JI0T€, 3aIlHUIIAs €T0.

"Ho pa3Be ygoOHO criaTh Ha MOHETax U AparoneHHocTax? [1y30 He pexyT? XOTsd 0 4eM ... Y
IPAKOHOB Ke KpenKas delrnys" - [Toka 51 ObI1 3aBOPOKEH BUIOM 60raTCTBa, TACIa MOTHHEHOCHO
oTpearupoBaa:

— KT0 31ecs?

YepHast TeHb TPOCKOYMIIA MEXKAY HECKOIBKMMHY FOPaMH U3 COKPOBHUIL. T9CIa MTHOBEHHO 3aMEeTHUIIa
3TO ¥ CTPEJIbHYJIa HECKOJIbKUMY OTHEHHBIMH ITapaMu, 00pa30BaBIIUMUCS Ha KOHUMKAX €€ MasIblieB
TIPSIMO IO COKPOBHIIIAM.

HporpeMen HeOOIbIION B3PEIB U 3TH I'OPEI 06PYI.HI/IJ'II/ICB HeOOJIBIITUM 30JI0THIM JO2KIEM BHHU3,
OTKPEBIBasi TE€X, KTO CKPLIBAJICSA B TEHM COKPOBHIII.



— ... 9T0 ke THI, JIumy?

Cpenu rop 30JI0TEIX MOMEHT CKPHIBAJICS MO¥ OBIBIIMY TOBAPHII 110 rpyte - JIuny. Takxke,
noBblie3anu PeiiH, pMa u ellle 0qVH HE3HAKOMBIYM MHE ITapeHb. JTO XUBLIE, ¥ B MEPY HEBPEAUMEIE
yneHsl rpynnsl "Conerrnoe Kpeio".

— Jlapc? YTo THI 3mech 3a0buT?

— HpI/IU_Ie_TI B X0 € BHIIIOJIHEHUA 3aJaHuA.

Ha nunax JIumy ¥ oCTalbHBIX S YBUAEN HOTKYM HeoomnoHuMaHus. OHU KaXeTCsl He MOTJIU
nepeBaprBaTh CKa3aHHOe MHOM. M B 9TOT MOMeHT Taca peluna MpoTAHYTh PYKY TOMOIIIH.

— HUctpebnenue gpakoHa. MEI TONTy4Yu/Iu 3afjaHue 0 UCTPeOIeHUIO0 IpaKoHa B 3TOM 06/1acTH, B TO
BpeMs KaK BaM MOPYYHU/IX 3afaHue Ha Pa3BeIKy.

— Yrto-uT0?! - [IpricHyna JIumy, cnoxuB pyku Ha rpyau. OHa MOCMOTpesia Ha MeHs, IIPOKPYTHIia B
roJioBe cyioBa T3CIE ¥ paccMesnack. - Xaxaxa, ucTpebeHue gpakoHa!

— Kakwue cmenrneie BeigyMKu! - [lo6aBuna Mpma.

— YTo0 Obl Tebe ¥ TOPYYUNIX 3afaHue 110 UCTPebIeHnIo ApakoHa? MoxeT n103a0blyI, HO Takue 3aJaHus
He BeigaoTcsa abbl Komy! HyzkHo X0Ts 6b paHr S uMeTs!

— Hy Tak-To g panra S.

— Yto TH cKa3an? - JIuny BHOBE IIOCMOTpeJla Ha MeHS.

Ona, Kak 00BIYHO [ellana, CMepuia MeHs ¢ Tacoi B3rIsSI0M U OCTaHOBHBIIKUCH Ha "TaHeNIu MoIu" B
pasperne cnabaky, BHOBb YXMBIIbHYIACh. f1 y2Ke IPUBHIK K TAKOMY OTHOIIIEHUIO K cebe, a Toaca nuiib
C MOJ03pEeHUEM TIsIHYyIa Ha 4ieHoB "CoyieHHOro Kprina" ¥ CIIOKOMHO ITpoMoTdara.

— Xots, BooO111e Bce paBHO. MBI MOIIIH, pa3 BBl CMOTJIA IPUUTH - 3HAYUT BCE TAM XOPOIIIO.

— He cka3ai O5l. HpaKOHI/IXEl roe-T1o 1'[06J'II/130CTI/I, TdK KdK OHa CaMa OTIIPABJIAJIaCh CIOOa4. - Crourno
MHE€ 3aKOHYHUTH, KaK UCIIYT' OTPAa3nJICSA Ha JIMIaX BCEX YJI€HOB I'DYIIIIEI. [Toxoxke, OHR YXKe nyMalinu
CJIMHATH, HO MOH CJIOBA PA3PYIIUIIA WX IIJIQHHI.

— Bce paBHo HeT npoOneM! [laxe eciu OH MOSABUTCS, JIapc Ke CMOXKeT ero nobdeauTs, fa? - Havana
Hpwma.



— KosneuHo, 5 Bepio B 3T0! Ecnu Jlapc moiifeT nepselid, TO 3a €r0 CIUHOM MBI OyIeM YyBCTBOBATh
ce0s1 KakK 3a KaMeHHO# KpemocThio! Tak uTo, upem Jlapc! ITpomry Te6s! - FoBopuina JIuny, cMoTps Ha
MEHS C JIyue3apHo y/bIOKOM. B Takyio yiaei0Ky MOXKHO U BIIOOUTHLCS, HO 5 3HAJI, YTO 3@ ThMa
CKPBIBAETCS 3a HEM.

— Pa3 Huyero He mogenaTth, TOTOA...

— He gymato, 4TO B 9TOM €CTh HEOOXOAUMOCTD. - Korfia s MombITaacs 4YT0-TO OTBETHUTh, MEeHSI Pe3KO0
XOJIOOHBEIM T'OJIOCOM TIpepBasia Tacna. {1 Ha MrHOBEHHe flaXke UCIIYTaJics e€ rojioca, 60 HaCTOIBKO OH
OBLIO XOJIOAHO-TIPOIIKUOAIOIIMM U MyTAIOMIUM. - {1 CHBIIIaa, YTo B, pe0sTa, paHblile OBIIN
TOBapHUILlaMU 10 TPyIIe. ITO TakK?

— Ila, 6BIIO Herto.

— W nmoueMy Xke BrITHaJHU BHI JIapca? - Tacna X0I0gHO CMOTpena Ha JIUuiy u ApPyrux, 0TY4ero ux nuia
TIePEeKOPEKUIO0 OT YOUBJIEHHUS, HO OBICTPO IPUAS B ce0s, MOIIIJIO TO, YTO BCErIa OHU [elalu 110
OTHOIIIEHHIO KO MHE - OCKOPOJISIIH.

— 910 Xke sicHO! Pa3Be He 3aMeTHa, ITOKa pa60TaHa c Hum! [la Kakas MMojib3a eCTh OT 3TOTO cllabaka!

— ... fIlcHO. BhITHaMM, IOTOMY 4TO OH ciab, HO... - Tacia Ha MrHOBeHUEe OCTAaHOBUIIACh U, MHE
TI0Ka3aJI0Ch, YXMBIIbHYMACh. - Ho Bemb BBl HaMHOTO citabee Jlapca.

— Yro? He 3Ha0, YTO BB TaM HaBHIIYMBIBAIM HacueT paHra S, Ho Jlapc maxe ro0nuHa yOUTh He
crmocoben! 4 HU 3a YTO He IOBEPIO0, YTO OH CHUJIbHee Hac!

— BepbTe unu HET, HO 9TO TaK - OH CUJIbHEEe Bac!

— Hert! 3mecs Mul paHr C, cunbHHE!

Bcsa YeTBEPKa Ha4dajla CMEsAThCs, BEICMENBasi IOMUMO MEHA 1 TSCJ’Iy.

"... Hept!"

BocnomuHaHus MOCTIEIHUX TPEX JIET MOEH KU3HU, KOTOPHIE 5T YCIIeN 03a0kITh 3a HECKOJIBKO THEH
VHOM XU3HU OXKUBUJINUCEH B Moel rojiose. OHU Beju ceOd Tak BCerma: He BUOeIX Oajbllie CBOero Hoca
W YHUXKaNU CIa0bIX.

"¢l Hu4ero He MOT UM CAEJIaTh, HO Me4TaJll, 4YTO OGHAXKAbl CMOTY TOPAO0 MOTHATH KyJlak u!..

— Jlapc? - Ko mHe ob6patunack Tacia, 3aMeTHB, KaK s TOHUK T'0JIOBO.



— OX... IpoCTH.

— Borpiie He cMelt myMaTh 0 mpotioM. Tel 605iee He YieH TUIbAUY UCKaTellel IPUKITIOUeHUH - ThI
Mar THIbBIUK Maros.

— ... la, THI IIpaBa.

"¢l Temeps APyTOM, KaK OHa TOBOPUT. He Takol KakK paHbIle. He CTOUT IPUBI3LIBATLCA K COOBITUAM
IIPOILIJIOTO, AeJlafomyM 00/IbHO. Temeps S 9TO IOHSAT U TOTOMY..."

B,‘upyr HEKOTOpPhI€ CTaJIaI'MHUTEHI C IIOTOJIKa IIOCHIIIA/INCh Ha HacC.

— I'ypaaaaaa!

3aKprTaH HaMU OBEPL YYTh HE CJI€TeJia C IIETEJIb. B momemenue BOpBaJICAa 3eJIeHBI TUTaHT.

"II-O0paKOH BEPHYJICS B CBOe JIOTOBO!" - YBUIEB "MEIIeR", TONI3YIIUX 110 er0 IIOCTEeNH, OH IOAHSI
KOT'TUCTYIO JIally ¥ BHOBb B3peBel.

HI/IJ'Iy OT CTPaXa 3aCThllla Ha MECTeE.

— Hawm koner!

— TTouemy ceiruac!

— Hac y6sioT! Y6B10T!

Kpuuanu unens "Conennoro Kpeina". B ux romocax CbIIanock oT4asiHye. 9 u caM naHUKOBaJ, XOTS
He KprdaJl BCNIyX, HO OBIIM U Te, KTO COXPaHSsJ CIIOKOWCTBHE.

XJTafHOKPOBHOM OCTasiacCh JIUIIL OfHa Tacrna.

— Xopormasi BO3MOXKHOCTb. JIapc, y6eit aToro mpakoHa. OH MyKCKOT0 TI0jIa, TPOOJIeM 0COOEIX HE
oymer.

"Tloxoxke, oHa omubanach HacYeT OTCYTCTBUS U30paHHMKA, HO!..

— Youts? Mue?



— He Hepe}KI/IBaﬂ, q 6YI[y Ha IIOACTPax0OBKe. Ecnu Hudero He BBIfII[eT S CaMa HaJIOXKY 3aKJIMHAHUA
YKDPEIIJIEHUd TeJla, OTHEHHBIN I1ap 1 MOJIHUIO.

— Ho...

Kak oHa roBopuiia paHee, IpaKOHBEI My2KCKOT'0 T10JIa YCTYIAIOT 110 MOIIY IIpeiCTaBUTeIbHULIAM
2KeHCKOoro moja. Ho Tacna Bepuia B MeHsI, TOBOPHUIIA, YTO S CIIPABIIOCE.

"[IpakKoH - B MEHBIIWHCTBE."

Temeps 51 Mar, a He TOT cJIa0BIH BOMH, KOUM OBLI HEKOTOPOE BPeMs Hal3ajl.

— [Tokaxu UM, KaK CAJIbHO TH U3MeHMICS. [IoKaxu UM HaCTOAILIYIO0 TPYNIy. - Ybbasch, CKa3asa
Tacia, rsaasa Ha MeHSs.

"... OHa XKe IbITAeTCSI MaHUITYIUPOBaTh MHOU?" - Ho s Bepio e€ yneiOke. M He MOTY He OnpaBhaTh
HafleX[ OeBYLIKH.

4 monpaBuIl CBOM IIalll ¥ YCTaBUJICS Ha BJIETEBILErO B JIOTOBO IpaKOHA.

— Barnsuure! Jlapc, Tenmeps Mar u OH mo0eguT JpakoHa!
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