"Aurop?" TeBuC IOBTOPUI UM, KOTOPOE TOIBKO YTO YCIBIIIA, CO CTPAHHLIM BhIpakKeHUEM JIUIIA.

"Uto, THI CIIbIIIAN O HeM paHbie?" Mpucy crano mobonsiTHO. "[la, onpeneneHHo fomkeH. Korma s
ye3xkaJja ¢ KoHTuHeHTa ®ell, Bce TOBOPWIN O BEICOKOYPOBHEBOU BEIM, KOTOPYIO OH TOJIBKO YTO
coenan".

"OH MOZKEeT CO3aBaTh aIXUMHUYECKHE TPEIMETHI BHICOKOT'O YPOBHS?"

"Ila, ecnu TONBKO CIIyxu He omubaTcs. Ho S He myMmalio, YTO 3TO TakK, IOTOMY YTO y JIIOfiel maxke
€CTb BUI€03allKCh, IOKa3kIBaoIas 3T0. Ho s Oblyla CIMIIKOM 3aHsTa, YTOOH ITPOBEPUTH 3T0". Mpuca
Pa304YapoBaHHO [TOKAaYasia rojoBoi. "He Tak-TO MPOCTO HAUTH MOAPOOHYIO 3aMKCh, ITOKA3KIBAOIIYIO
POXKMeHNe BEICOKOYPOBHEBOI'O ITpeiMeTa. MHe NelCTBUTEIbHO HYKHO ITOIIPOCUTH 00 9TOM, KOTHa S
BEPHYCH".

"AHrOp TaKOU YEeCTHBIM MaJIbuMK, 3Haellb? 4 mOoIpocuia ero nocTapaThCs, HO 51 He AyMaJlia, YTO OH
BOCCO3JaCT KOPOHY [I0 MeJIbYalIlnX JeTanel U MPUII0KHUT BCe YCUIKS, YTOOL BEPHYTh Ha Hee
Marm4ecky pelleTky".

OHa BCIIOMHUJIa pa3fpaxKeHHbIH B3IJIAA AHropa Ipu Iepefiade KOPOHH ¥ He CMOTTIa yAepKaThCS OT
YIIBIOKH.

TeBuc moanep pykou mom0OponoK. "4 ciblian ero uMs HeaBHO, KOT/la B ITOCIENHUN pa3 MOKUaal
MapruHanbHBI OCTPOB".

"KTo-TO ¢ MapruHaapHOTO OCTPOBa 3HaeT 00 AHrope?"
"Ha. A namen cebe TaM yueHuka. Ero 3oByT Jleon ITagT. OH paccka3an MHe 00 AHrope".

"Jleon IlagT? O, THI 4YTO-TO FOBOPUJI O HEM, KOTja Mbl pa3rOBapyUBaiv B IPOLUILIY pa3. IIpunexxHbiin
CMEPTHHIN, KOTOPHIM IIOHSJ CBOM YPOBEHD AyXa BHIIIE MUHUMAaIbHOTO TPeOOBaHUS [Jd YYeHUKa
TOJNBKO 3a CYeT Pu3n4eCKux TPEHUPOBOK?"

"9t0 oH. [lepen TeM, Kak s npuexan B CamMepabio PUIK, OH ITOMIPOCHUI MOel ITOMOIIX B ITOKMCKax
MEeCTOHaxXOXaeHus AHropa".

"JleoH ITapt. TTomoxkpu... [TagT? Anrop [TagT?! OHK pofCTBEHHUKK?" BOCKIMKHYA Mprca B 60IbIIOM
YOUBJIEHUMN.

"9T0 00BsACHSET, ToYeMy JIeoH xoTen ycnbimaTh AHropa”. TeBuc KuBHy. "Ho 4TO-TO He Tak. JIeoH
CKasaJl, 4YTo AHTOp AOJKeH ObUI IPOXOAUTh 00y4eHre B AKafleMUH IIJIaBy4yero ocTpoBa benbiit
Kopann. Ho pa3Be ThHl He CKa3all, 4TO AHTOp - yUeHUK bpyTanbHou melnepsl? M ecTs elle ogHa
npobrema. JIeoH yTBepXKaaeT, 4To ero 6pat MOKKWHYJI MapruHaibHbEIM OCTPOB YETHIpE rofa Has3af.

Ecnu npuHSATE BO BHUMaHUE ero MyTeIIecTBUs, TO Y AHropa ObIJIo BCET0 TPY rofla Ha U3y4eHHe
yapopercTBa. Heyxkenu TakoX 4eJI0BEK MOXKET CO3aBaTh BEICOKOK/IACCHBIE aJIXUMUYeCKUe
n3o00peTeHus?"

"Bce BO3MOKHO, Korfa 0arocioBeHHbN Borom TanaHT u cynb0a BHIIAAA0T Ha OO OOHOTO M TOTO
XKe yenoBeka. He rosops yxe o ToM, 4TO y AHropa IIpeKpacHbY yuyuTenb'. Upuaa cCHOBa Imoxarsa
nnedamu. "Eciu oTOPOCUTH €To TaJlaHT, S CYUTAl0, UTO OH BIIOJTHE MOXKET CTaTh HACTOSIIUM
MacTepOM-aJIXUMUKOM B OnuxkaniieM OynyimieM”. Xex... bpat AHropa Teneph TBOU Y4€HUK, BEPHO?
Torma MBI TOJTBKO YTO ITOYYMIN XOPOILIXY IIaHC TONOUTH K HeMy. Temeps OymeT ymoOHee IPOCUTD
ero 00 anxXuMHUYecKou yciyre".



TeBuc He OB YBEPEH B 9TOM, IIOTOMY 4TO OH ellle He BUAel AHropa JIUYHO, U He 3Hall, 3a00TUTCS JIH
AHTOD 0 CBOEU CMEPTHOU CEMbe.

Ho TeBuc Bce ke 3anoMHUI UM AHTOpa.

3aTeM OHU ITOTOBOPWIM O APYTUX fejax, IPOUCXOASIINX B MUPE BONIMIEOHUKOB, TAKUX KaK BTOPKEHNE
B [Inans Be3nHrl 1 kaTacTpoda ¢ gyygosuiiamu B Mupe deii.

Bckope BHactynuna HOUE.

Vpupa Bcrana. "d yxoxy. Kyuka 6e3ymiieB B [InaByueM Mex-ropofie moJioXkKujIa rilia3 Ha Halll
MarasuH. f He MOT'y HafIoJIr0 OCTaBIIATh CTapyuka, IPUCMaTPUBAIOIIETr0 3a Mara3uHoM, ONHOro. Yepr,
s OBl He IIpofesial BeCh 3TOT IyTh, ecyiu Obl He HOCTaBUII Te0e IONNeIbHY0 KOPOHY".

"Cnacu0o 3a nomorIis". TeBUC HEKHO MOTJIaiuII BOJIOCH MpPUCH U II0OUYyBCTBOBAJI, Kak K HEMY
BO3BpAILAIOTCS BOCIIOMUHAHUS AETCTBA.

Vpuca cTpsixayna ero pyKy. "OcTaBb CBOIO JTI000Bb-MOPKOBb IBpHKe. MHE 3T0 He HyKHO".
"Besymirel... 'oman KuHTr nocnan K BaM elile 1open?"

"Het. ¥ 'omana KuHra He XBaTUT CMeJIOCTH IOTPEeBOXKUTH [InaByunit Mex-Cutu. fd roBopio o
HEKOTOPHIX paHaTHKaX, KOTOpHe BepsT B Astute King".

OHU TIOKMHYIIM YaCTHOE U3MepeHue, U Mpuca IpUroToBUsIach K OTIETY.

"U emie ogHO, - 3aroBopuia Mpuca nepeq yxomoM, - mo4eMy Bhl BOoOIIe oKa3anuch B CaMMep/bio
Pupx? Bo3MOXKHO, THL... HCIIEITHIBAEIIL CUMIIATUIO K KOMY-TO Bpofie Kop3uunHou BenbMel?"

"¢l momoraro el Koe B ueM, u He Oojiee Toro. Ho uTo OBl OHa HU Aeflana, HUYero XOpoIIero He BHIIIIO.
Ecnu B manbHEUIEM MeHsI HUYTO He IT00ECIIOKOUT, ST 04eHb CKOPO IIOKKHHY 3TO MeCTo".

"Uto oHa menana? CepebOpsiHbiil [1anbMOBEIM OCTPOB?"

TeBuc Mom4ail.

Vpupa 6pocuna Ha Hero B3TJAA "4 MOHsMA, YTO TH UMeeIlb B BULY" U yieTena.

I'opon I'pro, momecThe [TanarT.

Bo BceM nmoMecThe apuiIo pajloCTHOE HAaCTPOEHUE: CIYTH Mpa3IHOBAIM BO3BpallleHNEe CBOETO
MOJIOZIOT'0 TOCTIOAMHA. MHOTHe U3 HUX, KaK, HallpuMep, TJlaBHas CclyKaHKa MaHa, Ha0niofanu 3a
B3pOCiieHneM AHropa C CaMOro ero poXmoeHus.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO JHEM OHU yXKe yCIeJu oo0IiIaThcsa, MaHa Bce paBHO He MOTJIa CiepXkKaTh Clie3
OT BOJTHEHMS BO BpeMsI HOYHOTO CeMeHHOro OaHKeTa.

JleoH, KOHEYHO, He XOTeJl IPePHBaTh 3TOT CUACT/IMBLIM MOMEHT, HO y HEro He ObIJIO APYTOro BHIGOPa,
KPOME KaK ITOIIPOCUTE BCEX CIIYT YHAIUTHCS, IOTOMY YTO €My HYKHO OBIJIO TOTOBOPUTHL C AHTOPOM
HaeOuHe.



Y Hux 060MX OBIJIO CIUIIKOM MHOTO TE€M IJIsS Pa3roBOpPa, HO KOT{a HaKOHEI] IIPUIIIO BPeMsi, OHU
IIO4YeMy-TO He MOTJIM HaWTH TeMy [Jis Pa3roBopa.

[Tocne gonroro, HEJIOBKOTO0 MOT4YaHUS UMeHHO JIeoH Hadan pa3roBop. "Kak THI KUJT BCe 3TU TOObI?"

AHTOD BCIIOMHHJI CBOIO HECITOKOMHYIO KU3Hb B KQUECTBE YUYEHNMKA, ¥ €My ITI0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BCE
TTPOUCXOfisIIee GbII0O CHOM.

"Bce xoporo".

"ToyHo... MaHa TOJILKO YTO CKa3aja MHE, YTO THI BEIOMII BCe mepbMo u3 HabmiogaTens u mpoBert
CIIAapPPUHT C MUCC DBPUKOM, HUUYTh He IOCTpafaB. THl onpeneneHHO He Oe3nenbHuYan”. JIeon
BHITJIAZIE] TOBOJIbHO PEBHUBHIM K [OCTUXKEHUSIM AHropa. Kak X03g1UH CBOeM CEMbU U TOT, KTO
3amuian oM AHropa, OH HUKOTrga He okupgan ropog ['py.

"¢l Hukorga He Oymy TepsTh BpeMeHH. ['ocoguH [I:KOH XKaeT MeHs". AHTop yIeIOHYICS Gpary,
mo0ysCh MYyKECTBeHHBIMU YepTaMu Jiuila JIeoHa, pa3BUBUIMMUCS 3a MOCTIeTHNE TOMHI.

JleoH yBHUeN CTPAaCTHOE BRIPaXKeHUe NMuila AHTOpa U OTBEJT B3TJISA.

"BpaTt, Kak oxuBaeT MOU yuuTesnb? f Bcerma XoTesl CIPOCUTh". AHTOp IOKa He YyBCTBOBAJ
YBEPEHHOCTH I10 IOBOAY COCTOsIHUSA MOHA, HO IIOCKOJIbKY OBpHKaA YK€ HEKOTOPOEe BPEMs HaXOAUIach
B €r0 JOMe, OH IIPOCTO He HallleJl BO3MOXHOCTU CIIPOCUTH 00 3TOM CETrOfHS.

"YesI0BEK... TH 3aTOBOPHUJ O HEM, KaK TOJIKO BEPHYJICS K HaM, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOHI 3a60THTHCS O
cBoeM moOpom OpaTe? IToHsTHO. [I2K0OH 1y Tebs BaxkHee". JIeOH MPUTBOPUIICS, YTO AHTOD 3a[ell ero
YyBCTBA.

Anrop B3goxHy. "[la nagHo.

¢ BUXKY CBOMMH TJIa3aMH, YTO B OB JOOPHI ¥ 3OPOBEL. MOXKeIllb Telleph pacCKa3aTh MHE O
y
[Ixoue?"

"MoxeT, CHayaJla Thl ITOJIe/IUIILCS CBOEH HCTOpuei? MHe Mo00mbITHO Y3HATE. Pa3Be T He YYUIICS B
akamemuu? Yro 9To 3a Mecto "[lemepa bpyta"?" JleoH nogHsin 60Kan ¢ BUHOM M CIPSATal 3@ HUM
CBOE€ JIHIIO.

"He menaii aToro, 6part. 4 He coOupach MOKUAATh AOM B OnuxKaiiliee BpeMsi, Tak 4TO y Hac OymeT
[OCTATOYHO BpeMeHHU, YTOOH IOTOBOPUTH 000 MHe I033Ke. MHe HyKHO 3HaTh, YTO IIPOUCXOIUT C
[xonOM, IpsAMoO ceityac. OH MepTB?" Ha 3TOT pa3 AHTrop He CMOT CAepzKaTh CBOET0 BOJTHEHUS, €r0
r0JIOC OpoxKaJl.

JIeoH ¢ MpayHBEIM BHUIOM OCYIIXJI CBOY GOKAJI C IUKEPOM.

"CeropHSMIHUY OeHb NOIKeH ObITh BECEJIEIM, II03TOMY $ IIJTAHUPYI0 paccKa3aTh Tebe 00 3ToM
no3xke". JIeoH nokayvars roiosou. "Ho pa3 yXk Tl cupocui... [IxkoH XkuB. Ho eMy He 04eHb XOpo1o".

Aurop OBICTPO BCTAJ CO CBOero MecTa. "[loKa OH [HIIUT, I MOTY eMy IToMOuYb! f1 y2Ke BHISICHHUII €T0
6ose3Hb. 4 Mory cmacTtu ero”.

"Capguce. He Hy>kHO TOpOnUTHCA. TH 3HaEIllb, UYTO OH IPHUILIEeN U3 APYrOro MUpa ¥ 4To "co3HaHue"
Halllero Mupa X0TeJo, YTOOH OH yien?"

"Mucrep [IKOH HUKOTHA He JiepXkKaJl B CEKpeTe CBoe Ipoucxoxaenne, 6paTt. Mel 06a 3T0 3HaeM".



"¢l Bcerga mymall, 4TO OH JIXKET, ¥ YTO MEeCTO o[ Ha3BaHueM "3emMisi" OblIo BEIIyMaHHEIM. Ho Bce 3TO
OBLIIO Ha caMoM fejie".

"Mucc 9BpuKa paccka3sana Tebe 006 aToM?"
JIeoH KUBHYIL.

"Ilepud [OxopmoxK cKa3aa MHE, YTO ToMecThe [I191T OBIJIO OTIeYaTaHO TPHU rofia Ha3amd. ITO OBII0
TOrfa, Korga nprexaja Mucc OBprkKa? U oHa... ocTanach 3mech u3-3a [xkoHa?"

JleoH yBupen, 4To AHTOp CTal arPeCCUBHO HACTPOEH IIPOTUB IBPUKHU, U He MOT He 3a0€CIIOKOUTHCS.
"CHayasia MHUCC DBpHKa IpUIllia, IOTOMY 4YTO Halllja Hally YTpeHH00 Pocy. Ho Korga oHa y3Hasa o
[I2XKOHe, OHa 3axoTeJia IPOBECTU UCCIIeNOBaHue..."

"HUccnepoBanue? [la, TouHo. Xex. M 4TO Xe oHa y3Hana?"

"Huuyero. HecMoTps Ha CBOU HaMepeHUs, OHa He IIPUIIIa HU K KaKOMY pPe3yIbTaTy OTHOCUTEIIBHO
[IxoHa. [IpaBma B TOM, YTO OHa CKa3aja, YTO y Hee eCTh Apyras IIpUu4yrHa, KOTopas B OCHOBHOM
yOepXKUBAET ee 3Mech, a [[XKO0H [yig Hee He BaXkeH. Ho OHa ITOKa He CKa3ajla MHe, Yero OHa
OEeUCTBUTEJILHO X04eT".

"TIpaBmonono6Hast uctopus". AHTop He cornacuncs. OH 3HaJI, YTO 3HAUYUT B 9TOM MUDPe HaUTHU
YyeJl0BeKa, NIPUILlefiliero U3 HeU3BECTHOTO MUDA.

He 651510 Takoro Bose6HUKa, KOTOPBIYA OBl YIIYCTUIT TAKOE OTKPBITHE.

"TloBeps MHE, AHTOp. Mucc OBpHKa He cHeflana HAYero, 4ToOsl HaBpequTh [1koHy. [1o KpaliHeln
Mepe, 1 HUKOTHa He BUes, 4ToObl OHa 3TO0 fesajna. HampoTus, oTuacTu 61arogapst IOMOIIY MUCC
OBpUKM [IKOH OCTasCsd XKUB".
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