AHTOp OrjisigesiCa BOKPYT, IIBITAsACh HaWTH KOTO-TO HUJIM YTO-TO, YTO MOTJIO Obl 00BSICHUTD BCE ISITHA
KPOBHU Ha KEHIIIXHE.

Ho oH HuYero He Haien. IT0 ObUI IyCTOM KOPUAOP, OCBEIIEHHbIN CIy4YalHBIMU JTaMIIaMH,
BUCEBIINMU Ha CTEHAX, KOTOPHIE He AaBajid 0COO0TO IIpefiCTaBlIeHNsI B 3TOM TEMHOM MeCTe.

HOCKOJ’IBKy 30ech Obljla eT0 UIIII03UST, YTOOB! IIPpUBJI€EYb BO3MO2KHEIE dTdKH, AHTOp IIPUMEHUII
3aknuHaHue CBeTa u HEKOTOpOe BpeMs IepeMelllall ero BOKPYT.

Ho Bce PaBHO HUYETO. BOprr‘ He OBbLJIO HU OyIIin, KpoMme HOTepHBH.IeI;'I CO3HaHHE XKXEHIITNHEI.

YTo ele BaxkHee, B KOPUIOPe He ObI0 HUKAKKX IMSITEH KPOBH. KpOBh IO JKEHINXHOM HaBOgUIa Ha
MBICJIb, YUTO TIOJIBl B CTEHEI HeueM OBIJI0 OTMEITh. Tak OTKy[a 2Ke B3s71ach KPOBb Ha ee Tene? Kak oHa
TIOMOIITIa K OKHY, He OCTaBUB COOCTBEHHEIX CIIE[IOB B KOPUOOPE?

AHl"Op CHOBa BHUMATEJIbBHO OCMOTPEII IIPOXO0M. bregHo-XKemNTHIH 0T OBITT B OCHOBHOM YHUCTBIM, 34
NCKIIIDYEHHEM TOIr'0O MeCTa, Kyaa TOJIbKO 4YTO CTYIIXJIa XKEHIINHaA.

Hey}KeJ'II/I OHa IIPOCTO MaTepHaJin30BajIaChk U3 BOBI[YX&?

AHTOp IBHUHYJICS K MPELIAYIIEeMY MECTY, I'le IPSITalach XeHIIHHA, - YTJIy CTeHH 32 OKHOM. OH
yBUIEJ KpOBaBhIe CJIe[bl, KOTOPHIe YKAa3kIBAIK Ha TO, YTO JXKEHINWHA MpsITanack 3neck. Ho Gornblme
HU4Yero He OLLIO.

KenuuHa He OblTa CUIBHOM. BO3MOXKHO, 9TO OBbIJIa CBeXKas yYeHHUIa TepBoro ypoBHs. OHa HUKAK He
MoOrJjia 3HaTh, KaK TeJIeTIOPTUPOBATHCS.

XomuTh CKBO3b CTeHHI? CHapyku Oblyla TONBKO ApeHaxHas Tpyba, U3 KOTOPOU OH TOJIBKO YTO
BHIIIE]L...

"Tlogoxmute, TpyOa?"
BHe3ammHo eMy IIpHIIa B TOJIOBY UOEs.

OH BRITJITHYJI M3 OKHA ¥ OBIJT IOTPSICEeH, TIOHSB, YTO TPyOa 3aKaHYUBAETCS Y 9TOro okKHa. OHa Besna
TOJIBKO Ha TPETHUH ITaXK.

Kaxkoi#t cmeict Torga Obit B 9TOM TpyOe? OHa OelCTBUTEIbHO BLHIXOMIIA Ha TPETHUHM 3TaXK, HO B KOHIIE
HUYETro He ObIIO.

OH 0TYeTNIMBO IIOMHHUJI, YTO, KOT{Ia OH TOJIBKO UTO IIOOHUMAJICS 110 TPy6e, OH MMOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO B
TpyOe 4To-TO TeueT. OTKya B3sJIach 3Ta KUAKOCTE?

He mMoxeT ObITh, YTOOB MKy HUMHU OBIJIO YTO-TO CIIPSITAHO...

ITomoXauTe, 9TO BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO! DTO OB BOJIIEOHBIA MUP, 371eCh BCe OBITI0 BO3MOXKHO.
CyImecTBOBaIHM I1eJIbie HOBBIE MUPEI, KOTOPEIE MPSITAIUCh 3a 3ePKalaMH, TaK YTO, KOHEYHO, KTO-TO
MOT CIPSITaTh YTO-TO 3@ CTEHAMH U TPyOaMH.

Xo3siika 3aMKa Obia BonmieOuuted. OHa onpeaeIeHHO MOTJIa 3TO CHeaTh.

[TogymaB 06 3TOM, AHTOpP IIOTIPOCHUTI CBOETO (paHTOMA MTOMOUTH K MECTY, TTie CKphIBajiach KeHIIKWHA, 1



IIPUJIOKUTE PYKY K CTEHE, B TO BpeMs KaK OH BHUMATEbHO CIIe[NII 3a MyIbcalluel SHepTuy,
IIOCHIJIAEMOM eTr0 UJIII03UeH.

Kak oH u oxumgarn, BHYTPHU CTEHEI OnlTa PYHaA PaCHInPEeHUs IIPOCTPAHCTBA, YTO O3HAYAJIO HaJIn4ue

KOMHATH "B" CTEHe.
9T0 00BSACHUIIO OB, OTKYMA MMOSIBUIIACH XKEHIIIUHA.
BronHe BEPOSITHO, YTO TaM Ke HAaXOMWJICS U BIlafiesiell BCeH 9TOM KPOBH.

AHTOp yIIpaBysia CBOUM (aHTOMOM, IPUHUMAS ApaMaTH4eCcKyio 103y, CIOBHO cOOUpacs COBEPIIUTh
HeuTo rpaHauo3noe. OH He 3HaJ, HaOMomaeT U KTO-HUOYOb 3a HUM, U ITOCTAPAJICs, YTOOL eT0
WJITIO3US BHITJISAfIEeNa JOCTaTOYHO pPeaTuCcTUYHO.

BoiiTu B CEKpETHYIO KOMHATY OBLIO HECTIOKHO. EMy MMPOCTO HYKHO OBIJIO HAWTH KPUTUYECKUH Y3ET
PYHEL

Korpma on YCIIeIIHO HaXaJl Ha PYHY, CT€Ha CJIeTKa JEPHYIaChk U OTKPEIJIa ABEPE.

[Tpexkme yeM BOMTH B KOMHATY, OH CHOBA yCJIbIIIaN 4eli-To mia4d. OH yKe IPUBLIK K ITIOA00HOMY
Iy My.

CoxpaHnsisl KpalHIOI OCTOPOKHOCTh, AHIOp MeJJIEHHO TOJIKHYJI IBEPb.

OH ObUI TOTOB Cpa3y Ke OBEPHYTH XBOCT, €CJIX BHYTPU OKaXkKeTCsd Apyras HeXXKUTh. ITU CYyIIecTBa He
MOTJIX CHeNlaTh eMy HU4Yero CEPhe3HOT0, HO TO JKe caMoe MOXKHO ObIJIO CKa3aTh U 0 OPYTHUX.

AHTOp B ITOKE PACIOIUPHUII I''Ta3a, KOTod YBUOEII HEYTO eIle Ooree YOUBUTEJIIBHOE, YEM HEXUTh.

B KoMHaTe cTos/1a OmHA-eQUHCTBEHHAS BaHHA, HAIIOJTHEHHAS ropsdyel XKuUIKocThio. Ho 3T0 Obla He
ropsidasi Bofia - 9TO OblJla KUIIAIAs KPOBb, OT KOTOPOM B BO3[AYX IOTHKUMAIICS OarpoBHIU ap.

Y Hero Bcerga ObUI0 BKIIIOUEeHO OYHCTUTENLHOE [I0JIe, HHaue He ObJI0O COMHEHUH, 4TO cefyac OH U
IIOYYBCTBYET, U YBUAUT 3Ty YKACHYIO BOHb.

Tamn, Tail...

Kamnu KpoBu CTeKalu C XKeHCKOT0 TPYIla, BUCEBIIETO IOJ] TOTOJIKOM KOMHATH. K MOTONKY GBI
IIPUKPEIJIEH PSf OCTPHIX KPIOKOB, Ha KOTOPHIX BHceno 6osee 30 06HaXKeHHBIX JKEHCKHX TPYIIOB.
Kazxeii KpIOK XBaTall XKEeHIIMHY 32 Pa30pPBaHHYI0 I'PYMb, C KOTOPOH CTeKasia KPOBb.

FOpH‘-IaH, CBeXafd KPOBb, IIOJTHAA SHEPTruu HEeTOAOBaHUA, MEOJIEHHO IIOCTYIIajida B BAHHY.
BonbIIMHCTBO U3 HUX OBLIN TPyIIaMH, HO He0O0JIbIII0e KOJIMYECTBO BCE elge OBLIH 2KHUBEHI, XO0TA U €[1Ba,

TaK KakK uX cepflla ObIJIM CUIIbHO IOBPeXOeHHl. I11ad, KOTOPHIM OH CIIBILIAT ceddac, OB UX
OTYAsTHHOM CKOPOBIO B MOCJIEMHUM MOMEHT.

Tak BOT mo4yeMy y BCeX TPYIIOB Ha Kianbuille Obljla OrpOMHast paHa Ha TPYOH...

AHTOD He XOTeJ IPeACTaBIIATh, CKOJILKO XKEeHITUH OblI0 yOuTo B TeMHOM 3aMKe Momo0HBIM 06pa3oM.
Ero numno cnerka no6nenneno. OH He MOT HaOpaThCS CMEJIOCTH, YTOOLI BOUTH BHYTPb.

9T10 OB He cTPax. YTO-TO APYTOe B er0 CO3HAHMM OTKA3bIBAJIOCh €T0 OTIYCKATh.



OT BaHHH K [IBEPH BeJIM Ciiefbl HOT. [ToX0XkKe, XKeHIIHHA CHApyKHU HacIaXk/anach KylaHueM, KOTHa,
YCIIBIIIAB 3BYKM MOABeMa, OBICTPO ABUHYJIACh B 3acafy.

IpenaxHasa TpyOa, BePOSATHO, UCIIOIL30BaJIACh [JI TOT'0, YTOOH M30aBUTHCS OT "KPOBU M3 BaHHHI".
Aurop 3acTtaBui ce6s1 BOUTH BHYTPb, HECMOTPS Ha MHCTUHKT.

KoMmHaTa He Obl/la 3aMUHUPOBaHa, HO OH IIPenoyes 65 KMeTh Oejio C IOBYLUIKaMU, YeM CTONKHYThCS
C yKACHBIM 3peNuIneM, 0COOEHHO KOTfIa Te, KTO elle O XKUB, CMOTPEJIH MPSMO Ha HETO C YHUCTOMN
HEHaBUCTHIO.

OH He 3HAaJ, YTO CKa3aTh 3TUM YMUPAIOLIUM XKeHIIUHAM. Bpsg 1 UM 4TO-TO MOTJIO IOMOYb. ba3oBoe
3aknuHaHue "McueneHue", KOTOPoe OH TOJIHKO YTO BHIYYHJI, BOOOIIE HUUEro He JacT.

AHTOp HEKOTOPOE BpeMs BhIIePKUBAJI y2KaCHbIE B3TJISAbL, IPEXKIe YeM PEeLIUJICSI YTO-TO CKa3aTh.
"¢ 3mech He OIS TOTO, YTOOH cIacaTh Bac".

Ero nepBoe npenioxeHne yOIUBUIIO KEHIINH.

"W s TakXKe He TBOM yOuiira. 4 mpocTo X04y 3HATh, KaK TH OKa3ajach 371ech, B TeMHOM 3aMKe".

MrHoBeHMe CIYCTS pe3Kuil, 6e3yMHEIN Ioj10Cc 0TBeTUI: "TeMHbIN 3aMOK? IT0 TeMHbIH 3amMoK? XA!
Teneps s BuxKy! 4 mpeBpallych B mpu3paka 1 OyAy ImIpeciieioBaTh BCEX, KTO 37IeCh KUBET,
HABCET TA!".

AHTOp TTOCMOTPEJ B €€ CTOPOHY U YBUJIEN XKEeHIIUHY C ATUHHBIMHU BOJIOCaMH [0 1ied. U B ee riasax,
U B ee Tejle BUIHE/INCh SHepreTu4YecKue mynbcauuu 0e3ymus. He Ob10 COMHEHUH, YTO ITOCTIE CMEPTH
3Ta CMEePTHAs UCIIOJHUT CBOE MOCIeJHee XKelaHue.

Korpga oHa 6unach B IpOCTH, U3 IIEHTPa ee I'PYOu XJILIHYIa CTPYS KPOBH.

Anrop OBICTPO HAJIOXKUI UCIeNIeHNe, YTOOH XKeHI[MHA He YMepIia cpasy.

[Toxoxke, oHa OblJTa eUHCTBEHHOM, KTO YMeJI TOBOPUTH B 9TOW KOMHATE, a 3HAUMUT, eHUHCTBEHHOMH,
KTO MOT IIPef0CTaBUTh HH(POPMALIHIO.

2KeHImHa TSKeJ0 ObIIIaza ¥ CMOTpesia Ha AHropa ¢ HelPeKJIOHHOM 3710001. "I[ToueMy THI criac
MeHs?"

"1 He Mory cracTu Tebs. TBoeMy Cepplly yKe He TOMOYb, - CKa3asl AHTOp POBHBIM I'0JIOCOM, - HO MHE
HY2KHO 3HaTh, OTKYZa BBl BCe B3SJIUCh U KaK I0Nau croma".

"Kto TeI? THI HE C 3TOK... CyKOu?" [10Ka OHa rOBOpHUIIa, BOKPYT YMHUpAIOLe! XKeHIIMHB Havasla
cobupaThCs BUAUMAast HeTaTUBHAS SHEPTUSI.

"9 e u3 Temuoro 3amka. d 3mech, 4TOOLL... CIIACTU KOE-KOT0".

"T'a-ra-ra! CmacTu Koro-to? 'a-" XKeHIIuHa cMesnach U 6€3yMHO KalllJIsijia, a U3 ee TJ1a3 TEeKIU CIe3kl
1 KPOBb.

TemHast aypa BOKPYT Hee OBICTPO pPociia. AHTOP MMOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO axKe CMEPTHHIM CMOXKET YBUIETh
ee cenuac.



Crenas eie ofHO KcleneHue, AHTOp ellle HeMHOT'O IPOMJIAII 3aTSHYBIeeCs CO3HAHNe XKEeHIIWHEL.

"OtBeTh MHe. Kak Th npuiiiia ciopa? Thl HeJaBHO BUAEJa 3TOr0 YejioBeKa?" pou3Hec AHTop,
ornyckas ¢hanToMm TeHH.

OTBeTa He mocenoBaso. 2KeHIIrHa TPOI0JIKaja CMESIThCS U KpUdaTh OT OOJIH.

ITo Mepe TOTO, KaK ee paHy /laTany 3aKTHHaHHEeM AHTOpa ¥ CHOBa pa3phiBalid MHOTO pas, ee
HEHABUCTh YCUITUBAJIACE.

AHTOp TIOHAJI, 9YTO 3Ta XKEHIMWHAa UCIIOJIb3YyeT €ro, YTOOR YCUJIUTh CBOIO TEMHYIO SHEPI'UIO. Jto
YBEJTIMYUT €€ IIEPBOHAYAJIbHYIO CUITY KdK OyXd HEXUTH.

On TImoayMail U PEeIril COTTaCUThCA C €€ IIJIaHOM.

CHauarna KeHIIMHAa TOBOPHUJIA YTO-TO HE3HAUUTENIbHOE, YTOOb AHTOPY IIPUIIIOCH OANEPKUBATD €€
JXWM3Hb. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHA 3aMeTHa, YTO AHTOP [elCTBUTEILHO TOMOTAET e, ¥ IMPOCTO IepecTasa
TOBOPHTS.

ITo Mepe TOro, Kak OHa CHOBa M CHOB4A BhEIZKHMMaJla U3 cebst TocefHKue Kalad XKU3HEeHHOU 9HEepruu, ee
OTpHUIlAaTEeJIbHAA CHUJIa CTPAITHO YMHOXKaJIaCh.

AHTOp He OXKWH[aJ, YTO CMepTHas XeHIIMHa CMOXKeT BEIHECTH TaKyio 00Jib, KOTOpPas B IPOTUBHOM
cTy4ae IOTHOCTBIO YHUYTOXMIa Obl mo6oro. OHa Morjia Ovl CTaTh TepouHel, Kak Haycuka, ecimu Obl
ee He CXBaTWUJI TeMHBIN 3aMOK.

XKansw. E#l He moBe3o.

Korpma XeHIiHA IOHSIa, YTO HACTaJl ee Ipefell, OHa Opocuiia Ha AHropa IoCIeNHUH, HeXKHBIT
B3IJISAM, BMECTO HEHAaBUCTHOI'O OCKaIa.

“d... 13-9 gous '0OMaHCKOTO KOPOJIS.

Korpa ms! notepsanu barpsryo KopoHy, cTapinas nIpuHIlecca IOACTaBUIa MEHS KaK BUHOBHUKA, a
KOPOJb 00eClieHuI MeHsI KaK KpeCThsIHUHA. 3aTeM IIpUHIecca pofaa MeHs B padcTso... ITocie
BCEBO3MOKHBIX ITHITOK 51 3[ECh... XeX. f myMar, 4To [0 KOHIIa XKU3HU Oyay YIOBIETBOPSTH I'PSI3HbIE
JXeJlaHus Kakoro-T1o napHs. Het. 9To HacToawmuit af. OHU KyIalOTCA B KPOBU IeBCTBEHHMUII... TH yKe
BUOEJ 3TO".

[TocnenHue OCTaTKY XXKU3HU 3aMETHO MOKUAAIY KeHITUHY. " He 3Hat0 o opyrux. Tpycsl, padH,
IpOMaHHEBIE CIOMa, KaK U 5. MoxXeT OBITh".

B rny6une myumm AHrop OBUT OYeHb YOUBIIEH, YCIbIaB uMs ['oMaHCKOTo Koponsi. KoponeBcTBo
'oMaH HaXOOUIIOCh COBCeM Hemaneko oT Mupa ®eit. YToOw moOpaThCs CIOOa, CMEPTHEIM
moTpeboBasach OBl 1efast JKU3Hb.

ToT, KTO IpofaBast 37ech paboB, He OB KEM-TO OOBIYHEIM.

YuuTeiBast 3T0, "XOJOMHBIM OM", YIIOMSHYTHIM ®Jiayu, MOT OBITh APYTOM JaneKol 3eMie. B 10xkHOM
BOJIIIIEOHOM PerruoHe ObII0 0eCYNCIIEHHOE MHOXKECTBO MECT C XOJIOJHEIM KITMMAaTOM.

"f1... Bumena ero". 2KeHIrHa APOKAIIKUM TIaJIbIlEM YKa3ala Ha u3obpaxenue Tenu. "HeckonbKo
YacoB Ha3aj Yy[AOBHUIIEe Cpaxaioch ¢ HUM. [IoToM OH 3alllesl BHYTPh, IOCMOTPEN Ha Hac U yIien. JTa
JKeHIIMHA BEePHYJach MOCJIe 3TOT0, MPOKJIsAia ero UMS U IPUHSIJIa CBOI0 IIPOKJISATYIO BaHHY .



I'maza YMI/IpaIOU.Ieﬁ XKEHIMWHEI MEJJIEHHO 3aKaTUJINCh BBEPX.

"Cnacu60." AHTOp ONIyCTHUII TOJIOBY B 3HAK yBaXKEHUS.

"Xa..."
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